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TrfE*BENCAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 


Volume LIX No. 2 . 


(Official Report of the Tenth Session.) 


rroceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Till As>i iiM i 111 ihr ('iilt iitta. on SatiiiTliiy, 

the I ith Feliruar\, 1!M1. at 111 a ni 


Present: 

.Ml sp.Mk.- ( t lie } I tin l>l( f M I II \ M M \ 1 1 A / 1/ I I 1 1 I' . (.IK,, 
Kli.in H.i'iadii? ' in iIm r),:n?. H-in Me Mini'ti-j- .iml IS'I iiirmhnr.s 

Questions relating to the department of the Hon’ble the Home 

Minister. 

Mr. AtuI Chandra Sen: Mr spnakci, .^n. ih.i\ I i 1 k»u vtui aticnijon 

to oro* I W »* cainiol (piitr .ipprri iat<* uli\ pnnird (jiH^Nhnlis 
are di"! rihuird ainonjjr^t inniuluTs if ( fn* (‘oikti ncil is not pre- 

sent in tiu* Jlmisn. 1 In* ( j in*- 1 n Ml s tMiatinx; l<> tin* llon'ldi* llii' llnme 
Alinistcr havn Ikm'u ludd o\»'i linin dtiv id d.i\ and wi* lin imi know w Ii»mi 
the> ill (’onif* up linfoic tin* lliiusn 

Mr. SPEAKER: I u:.,* toM li\ I lot ri tiiiirfil tliat IiMjav'** tjiU'^lioo 

tva.s a tt'rt iihiioitaiit (nji-'tiuii ami ^iniirlMiilt uaiits to aiiswct' 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Mr. I tuil an tt.i 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: If ‘•oiiH'liddx v\aiiK Id an’iwar limn iT * 
i> all rifrlit. 

Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: '^ii. liu’ Ijon ld»* .\fr. 1 aniizuddiD 

is out of ( alciitla I think tliat }j<* tonk ’'Omh* •'tf’ps io mfdrni \ou 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 do not rcnienilier Aii\wa\, this (|ues<ion is held 
over. 
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QUESTIONS. 


[15th Feb., 

V 

SHORT NOTICE STARRED QUESmON. 

(to which oral answer was made) 

Proposed measures against enemy attack. 

*78A. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hou’ble 
Minister in eliiir^^e ot ilie ilonie Departineni he pleased to state whether 
he appreciates the necessity for taking? stejis to ensure that ])roteciioii 
will he ^nven and law and order will he inaiijtain(‘d in the event of an 
attack h\ a hostile power on this ])rovincel'' 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin, Minister in charge of the Home Department): 

Sir, in the ahsence ot the Ilon'hle Horne Minister, may 1 he permitted 
to answ(‘r this question? 

I ('an assure tin* honouiahh* iiieinhei that the jirohlem referred to 
hy him lias Ihmmi occupsing m\ mind and tin* mind of (ioviunment as a 
whole tor mans months now Honourahh' memher^ may rest assured 
that the n(*cessit_\ tor maintainin;^ hiw and ordei and prot(‘ct inj,^ the 
lives and piop(‘il,\ of tin* citi/auis o| this cil\ and Province in th»» (^vent 
of an attack is full> ap]H<‘ciat(‘d and tin* im*asuies necessar> lo meet 
this dan^rer are en^’a^»’in^ the anxious and continuous atlenlion of 
(iovernment . 

Speaking p(M sonall,\ , I can assurr* the honourahh' niemher that 
I am full,\ conscious of the danj^^tu and (d th<‘ necessjt\ tor being 
prepared 

We would like to tak(‘ this opportunit\ of urging with all the 
ptn])hasis at m\ eommaml. liowo*\er, that the arrangements that are 
being made and will continue to h(‘ made, and tlo‘ tiials that 

are being lodd and will continue to he held can onl> he successful if 
the\ liaM' the co-oinuat ion (d all hmmuImm^ (d this House and cd liie 
gemual public of this cit> and IVovince \^ e aie confident that such 
sufqioi I will not he w ithheld 

, Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'hle Minister he 
plea^tsl l(t ^tat(' what are the measun‘s that have been taken for with- 
standing- an attack h> air and also an attack h\ land and sea? 

'Mr. SPEAKER; I don’t think. Mi San>al. \ ou understand the 
p(>sition (d llie lleng-al (iovernment in this matter. So far as ^|he 
inilitaix lo'eds are concerned, the Bengal (iovernment have nothing 
to do in the matti'i It is onl\ in respect of other needs, e.//., if there 
is an attack what precautions will have to he given to the people, and 
things like that, that the responsibility of the Bengal Government 
arises 





QUESTIONS. 


§ 

llr.^SASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ble Miniater be 

pleased to stete what are the measures that have been decided upon 
by O-ovferiimeiit for the protection «)f the life ami property of tlu* citixens 
here in the event of an attack h\ air av al>o in the event of an attack 
by laud and sea ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: HonouralWe inenibers will 
realise that it \\oul(l he unwise to ^^o ver\ much into details and 1 can 
only ^ive a hare outline oi what hein^ done. Action under various 
, heads is hein^^ taken; lor exam])le. ( 1' provi.sion ot sirens to sound the 
w’arniiiK si^^nal on tlie approacli ol aircraft, (2) li^^litin^ restrictions. 
Several tests h.i\(* alrea<l\ he<*n heltl ol hlack-outs and »ithers will 
follow; fir.si-ai(l an<l hospital artan^ements to meet (‘asmilties; 

(4) arranjrements foi tire-fi^dmnj; ; ami (o> arranjrements for rescue 
part les 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the lion hie Minister 
he jdeasfMl t(> state wiial are the arrangements that have lieen jirovided 
hy (iovernment tor shelter t(> valuahle and to persons 

in tlie evmit of such attacks as rederred to in the (jmvstiony 

The Hon*ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: These ll,in^>‘M have heen 
tak<oi into cotiskIcm at ion . hut I do ii(*t think that it w<»u)d la* wise ami 
in the public interest to divulf,n* the sano* 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDtN HA8HEMY: t an 1 ask tor a further 
assiirancr from the llon'hh* Mini'.iei tliat in the event id an attack 
jiroper and nielhodical ai laufjciiicnt s will ta* made loi lh(‘ evacuation 
of childri'n and woincn ot this ritv ‘f 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Most < eiiainlv. Sir 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Mav wo have a further 
assurance from the flon’ldc .Ministor lliat ai lan^'-oinonts aif‘ hein^ 
made or will he made and tliev will la* « lunmunn ated tlo* citizciiH for 
proper and methodwal evarualion fr<»m this citv? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: All I can is that w^ 

are ourselves domir vvhat we <an We h.ive asked foi help fronr fhe 
•CfidMitta ('orj)oration. hut apart trom all that if honoiirahle memherg 
feel that something else should he done or action should he taken on 
certain lines, their sim^iJrestions will he most v^'elcome and not merely 
welcome, hut we will w’eicome (heir sug^^estions with gratitude. (Oiei 
of. “Hear, hear”.) 
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QUESTIONS 


15th Feb., 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In view of the ^ast* answer 
of <[if tli(‘ ( liief Minisfer, and in view of the nn'?\fer as printed 

wfioro jl is sIuIimI ihat (ioveinnient expocts (*o-(>|)t*ra 1 ion frr)in nienihers 
of tills floii'^o ,iii(| also frojii ili(' o-cMKU'al imhlie, iiia\ we ask tlie HoiiMile 
Ministe/ wlielher (jioverninent is prepaied to indicate the outlines of 
flic nieasures ahead\ taken, at least takirifr some representatives of 
this House into confidence, so that the desired co-o])(»ration from the 
/jeneia! foihlic 


Mr. SPEAKER: V ou Tuean whether tioveniment intend having 
some kind of an informal conference 


Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Yes >ir 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, m such matters we 
must he guided in the tiist place h\ tin* advici* of the militar\ author- 
ities, hut I can assuie honouiahle memhers that if confercmces are 
necessary, cont(‘rences will he held and the fullest co-ojiei alion will he 
sought in ordei to attain the idijecl that we all lia\(* in view. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Jlon h!(* Minis 1 (‘r he pleased 
to stat»* wlo'ther (lovernmenl realK appiehend an attack h\ a h(;stile 
pow'er on the jirovince in tin* neai futut(*y 


Mr. SPEAKER: That (juestion do(‘s not arise 

Mr, M. A, F, HIRTZEL: Has the [lon’hle Minister any informa- 
tion as to the e\t»‘nt of co-(»pei at ion which has alieads heen forth- 
I’omitig from the side of tin* House on the right and has the Hon'hle 
Minister an\ information as to wh\ the g(*nlleim‘n on m.\ right are now 
exjiressing .such anxief> on this suhject (Laughter ) 

(No 1 epiy . ) 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: sir, we want to know ot the 
lleiigal (iovernmeut what kind of attack (lovernment are ajiprehending ? 
Is it from the left or from the north. *<011111. ea'<t or w’est ^ (Laughter.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: That (question does not arise. 

Mr. C. GRIFFITHS: Will the Hon* hie Minister be pleased to state 
what arrangements are being made hy (iovernmeut to give the civic 
guards and the A. IL V. men an allowance 


Mr, SPEAKER: The question does lurt arise. 
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. Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the ILm’ble Minister be pleased 
to htale whefli(‘r the gentlemen ueeiipyin^r that block have enlisted 
t}ieinse]\e> for military service for protection of the country!^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: Tlmt quest ion does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the lloirhle Minister be 
pleased to enliirhten u.s \vh<‘ther sj>i‘i-ial arranp-einenl^ are beiii};!: made 
to ‘^afe^iiard the inter e>1v of DalhouMc S(|uare'' 


Mr. SPEAKER: That qti(".li(iii d(M*'. not arise. 

Ma.\ I draw the attentum (d the Ibmse to the tact that this is too 
serion*. a niattei tn be taken in a h;.;iit hearted manni'r*^ 1 hope till 
sides of tlie House will auree. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, that side has set the hull 
rolling*' 

Mr. SPEAKER: Wh .iie\et it Is, it Is a \<‘r\ sriious matter 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, is \oui rclmke meant for the 
Euiopruiii tiroiiiK" 


Mr. SPEAKER: I am lint <:i\in^^ an\ i(d»uke. It is in all 
humdil\ that 1 maki- a suhmissinn hetom tlie House It sueh a eon- 
tin‘ 4 :(Mie\ arises, it is a matter (d s(.ji,,iis cnmouti bu all oj ii''. ami not 
only an intoimal cnnfiMence but |tnd»abl\ the Ia*”rs)aiure will have to 
discuss the matter as to what sliuiihl dom* 

Mr. M. 8HAMSUDDIN AHMED: Hut i i>ui ni\ •piestion very 
seriouslv. riarmdy. as to whether an atta(k was apprcdourded from the 
north, west, smith or east 


Mr. SPEAKER: Hat (juestinji does not arise. 
We shall now lake up tin* Hiid^o-t 


Budget Estimates for 1941-42. 

*’The Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I l.itvp tlx; honour 
lo pr'*9ertt the Imdfret estimates for 1941-42. The expenditure, for 
whieh these estimates make provision is very eonsiderubly larjfer than 
the levenue for whieh I have biuUoded hut as I shall remind the lloutte 
iflore than once in the couxsoof mv speech this inorninj? these estimates 
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15th Feb., 


do f!ol take into account the expected proceeds of either of new 
taxalMUi iiicasiircH still awaiting the final verdict of the Legislature. 
The hudget that I presented a year ago was a deficit budget and as no 
ri(*u Mtiiicf'' oj revenue have* Ihuoiik* available to us in the meantinre it 
wa,'. iijr\ilable that the binlget for 1041-42 should also be a deficit one 
~l/«Ma.i.M* a j)rogressive Ooverninent in the discharge of its manifold 
responsihiliticH must lo'cessarily go on increasing its scale of expenditure 
on na I ion-binlding activities. 


It is (‘(Uiinionlv said that Ihuigal is the iichest ju'ovince in India. 
11 that IS true ni,v task should b<‘ ( oinpaiati\<d\ siinjde; but, alas, the 
gr(*ater j>ail ol th(‘ mone\ laised u it Inn tin* boi(h*rs of this piovince 
finds its way into the (h*ntial Kxche(|uer and what nunains is hopelessly 
inadetjuati* lor the necMls of a ( ro\ ei niueiit desiious of inaint.nning 
'dc( ent standards ol puldi(> service. t)m /o r mpita income is mucii less 
than tliut of any other majoi piovime and im^vilahlv thendoK* oiii yo’r 
capifd (‘\|KMi(liture comjraics unlavouraldv with that ot the mher 
piovinccs. I'or \eais and mmis wi* have bemi so staiv('d tlnit we have 
a trenuMidous leevvav to make* u]): and it is not at all siujuising- that 
the standaids ot administ i at um id' inanv <d oui dep.n timnits comjrare 
tinfavourablv with thosi- ot (Uhei provimes ihai have* liad tlu' gniod 
fortun(‘ to Im* possessed ot pieiililul leveinie 1 mav give two 
outstanding e\amph‘s On? .\gi icull uial Dep.ntuient vvliicli should be 
ill a position to riuidei most v.iliiabh* seiviee to the ag’Mi ultui 1 st s nf this 
provinei' has been so starved all these vears tliat .the existing staff 
eannot fulfil more than a Irat tion i t its (ddigations. The niinimu in 
vvliieh another gri'at departiiHuit vvhn h could liavc been (d untold benefit 
1( the )M‘(>]>le has hetui starved I ndei to tin* ling'ation Depaitment - 
is nothing’ sho?f ot a siuindai. Fiom al! paits oj the jirovinee eomes 
th<' cr\ (d dead and dving iivius, oj vv ,i tei -logg'ed aiiuis, (»t inundation 
bv saline water hAcf/^ to be drained, eanals to be re-exeavated. spill 
areas to lx* pi’ov iihul tor the i esus( itat ion of dving ri van s— -measines (ui 
which dejx^nd not onlv liie iiulilitv ot the soil but also tlie luMlth and 
the tilt‘ of th(‘ |M‘ 0 ]>h‘ .\nd v(‘t here aLfain the nuiiibeT of (diiceis in 
tlie department is so inadeipiate that it is inqxKsibb' tor them to tackle 
ima’i' than a fraction oi the m.mv e<»mplc\ puddems with whoh the 
<l^partmenl is flooded. During the past four years in whieh \v(‘ have 
bail tin* honour of sen nig fht' ]>ro\mce we have endeavouied to bioaden 
^ tlu' foundations of the vaiious uat lon-buildi ng de]»aitmeuts st» that vvt* 
nfuy lie in a position to take up eoinpiehensi ve srbeim‘s in a laige and 
g«'nerous measino. Our desiu* to t.iki* up ineasiiies that we cmisidei 
essential for tin* well-lH*iug of mir |K‘ople has In'en urgent Ihit 
the administrative imudiinerv at our clisjxKsal has Wn inadequate and 
ili-tH|uip])ed : and this is, I believe, in a ven* large meavsure the 
explanation why in the ixist de]>artTuents have at times l)een unable to 
utilise in full the provision for which we -have budgete<l. 
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• This ^ear we have undertaken legislation to supplement our 
inadequate reiources — and two now taxation measures, one for the 
purpose of providing hotter cominunications and the other to 
supplement our general revenues for the benefit of the iiation-huilding 
departments, are still before the Legislature. I’litil the services it 
provides are adequate wiien judged 1)\ prevailing standards, no 
resiK)nsihIe Government cun nmrk linn* and as 1 have said alxne it is 
inevitable that exjMuidilure on oui nation-building depart imuils will 
increase year b\ \ear. 1 [in|H" I shall not be niisundi‘rst(»od or thought 
.to be disturbing needlessK the peace ot inmd of juiuoitial ta\-pa\ers if 
I say that we shall ha\(‘ to explore still Itirtbet means (d iner(‘asing our 
revenues at no di‘^tant date. I kimw tail well that taxation in any form 
is most unwideome Tliete is, bowoxrt. no use our alliMupting to shut 
our exes to the fact that willnmi limber taxation xvc cannot hope to 
satisix the reiiuin'mcnts nt a pinxin.c so staixed and <o ill-eqiiijiped as 
Bengal. 


The year 1939-40. 

Hefoie disi ussiiig the dci.uU oi ilic estimates lot the coming xear 
I must present betoie the a pHtun> (d the aieoiiuts ot the xear 

lfh‘{lt-l(l A xeal ag(» I told tlie lloU'-e that i eXjM*eted liie xeai l!)d!)-U) 
to close will) a defii it on lexeiiue a< <-ouni of 11 lakhs Insleatl wi* liud 
a sui]dus ot till lakhs. I'.xeti in normal x«*aiN it is not alwaxs <*asx to 
forecast the result ot a xe.ii's woikiii'» witl» arcuiai x hut in times such 
as those we are now ])a'Sino ihuaiuh il is asking too mm h to expeu t 
budgelnig to ]>ic-wai stand. inL ot aMiiiaix In resjwct, hoxvexci, of 
the accounts (»l l!)Ilt-l<» 1 Nhall show that th«‘ d isctojuinc x IxMweeii 
our lort‘cast and the actual" x^a" not a- laige a" it app<iirs on papm and 
nur estimates wei(‘ not a- wide <d the mark as at hist sight tin* figuies 
sugge.st. 

Aeiording to tin* i{e\iscd l.-tiinaOs jni jiu*ie was to liave 

lK‘en a d(‘fu it on lexeiiue a«<ount ol I I laklis In ai ltial working (heie 
W'as a r(‘venue surplus oi (*lt l.iklis [ho nnpioxeiuent oj 71 laklis in tin* 
revenue an oiint xx as liiou;.'ht .iluiui Ic an in« lease oi Jit lakhs In 
receipts and a icduction ot r» lalhs m oxpondituie. "I’he mafh 
eoniributors to the impioxement undo? UMoipts woie .|utt‘ l)uty 
C22 lakhs), l.and Hevimue (H lakhsi. L\‘ isa (.'» lakhs), tttlier 'Paxes 
iKities (4 lakhs) and Kxtramflinai \ Kereipts (7 lakhs); but the i;ff<*et 
of^fliese increases was paitlx s<*i off bx a dm line of lakhs urnler St amps 
and !♦ lakhs und(*r Administration of .fnstire. 

It will be -seeti that bv far the largest single increane was under 
Jute Duty. In Tanuary I94fl our receipts under this head had been 
l6 Inkhs : in February w<' grft J8 lakln: in March we received two 
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iriHtalinciifh lotnllirifr (>(» Jakhs, an inrrease so large and in view of the 
shipping (lilliculties so unc\{Kudcd as almost to mertt the title of 
wimJfall. 

'J'h(‘ iinprovennmt undei Jiand Revenue was likewise due to 

vinustjiilj.v heiiv\ leccipls in March Up to Feliruary, Land Kevenue 
had })( (‘11 (onnrig in at much ih(* same rate as in H>d8-31K During 

March I'MO, }if)\\e\(M, the P'ceijds amounted to as much as 1 crore 

Id lakhs a;.'ainsl !):> lakhs in tho ioi le^ponding month of lft3S-3d. 

The increase under Excise was due to a larger growth under 
(oiintr\ Spirits than had Ihm'ii allowei* for in the Rc\isc(l. 

1 hr- ircu(asc ihioet “(Mleu 'la\(s and Duties'’ was mairiK in respect 
id taxes on ])rotession . cti . ]e\iald<‘ uadei t!ie Ileiiea! h']riaiic(‘ Act. 
l!td!l It w'as not [lossihh* to piepar(‘ a more ac( urate estimate ot the 
yiidd from tins Ai t in the fii^t \cai <d its working. 

The increase under ‘ ' Kxt raiudinai \ Leieipts*’ was due tn the 

follow ing circumstances ; 

It will he recalled that tlie lte\'sed iinluded an aiaoiintnig 
udiustnicnl designed to hiim..; witliin tlie puhlic aiioiinis certain 
si'curitics whiili were Ikmiil’ lodd outsidr tin sc aii'iuiits 'Hic \aiue of 
thes(' s4*curitH‘s was iridited as ie\eiiue icemjfts with a cor i csp^ndi ng* 
(lehit under' the ('ash Ikilaiice ln\(*stiuent Ai count in tin* Debt Deposit 
Section of the Dudget The total amount o| sci uiities irixolMu! in the 
adiustineni ])io\(''l ((» he 7 lakhs mor«' tliau was oiiginalK estiniati'd, 
owing to lurlhc] sc, •nniev ,ei heh.'lt ol ihr IMIiMai Assojuee iMOUg 

transferred to touerninenl tow;, ids ihe ilosi' of the \(‘ai d’he deint 
uiidci ’he t usli Ihtlanie Inxestmcni Account lias also 1 e(Mi rais^-d In an 
(MjUal amount 

(hi thcotluM side ol theaiiount t he dei rease under “Adininist ration 
o' lustn ' was due to tin l.nt that in the ahseina* of reliahle data. 
“ .\da j»l a t loll ’ rcMipts had Iumui o\ (*t -cst mi.i ted d lie do tease uiidi*r 
“Stamps” was entirelx »n le.spet t of court-fee lect'ipts The Kt'vised 
had hecMi framed on the assumption that tlu' down war'd trend ot receipts 
from this st>urc«' was in a fair wa\ to he clunked as almost the full 
eornplernent of Debt ( 'oru ilintion Boards was already at \'kork The 

assumption pro\(n! o\ (‘r-optimisti(‘. 

The di*creas(‘ in (‘\|Hmditni(‘. as a]read\ stated, anrourited to no less 
th an If) lakhs. Almost liaU of this, 'Jj ^ lakhs to lie exact, oci nned 
Under- “M i.si ellaneous” and was ihre to snialh'r puMuents to local Iwidies 
in lien of “Adaptation” lananpts Thei<‘ were two reasons for these 
smaller j>aymeiits. In iht' first place the Kn-eipts turned out to ht‘ Ihss 
than the estimate h\ almost lakhs; ami in the second, tlun could 

not he paid out in full in the eonist* of the year, the amount left 

undisbursed being about 10 lakhs. This was the first year during which 
these receipts were brought into the puhlic accounts as proxincial 
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r^venijes^nd the wide variation in resjHM-t of these “Adaptation” figui'es 
was due solelii to tlie fact that n<j )>ie\ious actuals were a\ailahle as 
a guide for the preparation of our estimates. 

The rest of the deciea^'e i.s spi cad o\er a nninlHU oi heail", tlu' nio'it 
iinixu'tant In'ing 4 laklis undci M\tiao!din:n \ chaiges. t lahlis ninho' 
Civil Works, d l:ikh> c;m li HiahM I'aniiiic Ihdief ami Edio a I loti and 
2A lakhs each umlci I'olne .md (icaci.il \dimiiisf i atmn. 

The (h'ci (‘a^f' iiii(h‘i' " fix 1 1 .m; (hnai \ (imigcs” |v due pailK lit tin* 
fa(‘t tliat the actual expciidmiic ua^^ •'omcwhai h-'^v llmii was oiigmallv 
• anticipated and p,‘itl\ in tin* l.i' l ih o a i Mii'^idc! aide |MutuMi id it \n .»s 
re(o\cied Inuii the ( rnx m u imui lo li.d'a within the \(mi and the 
outstandine halaiiM' (ud\ Im' lieett del.iied umhu this Inunl 

Th<‘ (leciease undej “I'anuiii' Kelnd’* vas due tn tin' .ihsem e of 
acut(‘ e( ninuiiK di‘'tic'-‘' Mi an\ p.ot i»l t lie pnoimc I ndei tin* 
reniaininu heaiK tin- ile, ic.isf is msin nilicatit loinpaieil to tin- total 
annniJit in\oI\ed in eai h nt iho niaioi heails <onciMneil 

Against the total ini)U o\ (unen t of 71 lakhs in the Ueventn* accounts, 
nainelN . ‘Jl* laKh'> «’M a< count <d iioKM^e in leteipts ;ind l-» lakh-' on 
account of n-duction in eNjM-ndit ni e. luiot lx* set a m-t deiuauisi- of 
Jd lakhs in the Dehi Deposit Section ol the liud^’et ; this decri-asi- was 
due to a 'siiiallei is-ue o{ 'riea^uiv BilK in Maiih IIDO than had Is'cn 
anli( i[»atetl in the lieu'.ed. paitl\ < onniei halam <*d h\ huger ineotnings 
undei “('i^ il I)e]n^si!s’’. 

The net le-viilt ol the Ncai*-' woiking. th<‘iej(,ie. was tin addition 
of (II l.ikhs to t he ( Ic'.iiin halarn e w hn h w a^ theieh\ jaisedfnun 1 i i oj e 

hd 1: ikh'' 111 the Itexi^ed IStiniatev in ‘j iroie'. Id lakhs in flu* final 
ac< ounts 'fill'' tijjute im luded -tt) lakh' id ItMiiowed ninne\ on aeioiint 
of an Issue oi d’leasuiN Dills in M.uih IdlO It aUi* im linh-d IT lakhs 
r(* pr(* se iiliiig the iMhunes id leltain .leiounts eafia.iiki'd foi sperifie 
put jH)ses. 

Before leasinu- tin* aiaonnts of the seai I must adil a \uu(l 
of exjiljiriatioii foi the heiiefit of tlio e who hold th.u we an- foi ever 
needlessK raisintr the .m cf dein it 1 ha\e s..id that the >eai ended 
with a suiplus on ie\enue amount ot tiO lakhs 1'he fiist jioint that 
I wish to sliess is that leei'ipts un luded ofie large item -a leeeipt of 
42 lakhs under “LI--~K\traf>rdiriar\ HeeoipU” — that wuh a receipt dh 
paper only; an amounting c.dinstinent designed to hring within the 
puldie accounts certain secuiiin-s hitherto held outside tliosf* amount^. 
The other |x>int 1 must make is that in (onsideririg the am-oiintH of tiiis 
.ye^i- as a guide fot the futuie it is neeessarv to hetti in mind that some 
10 lakhs (»f the “ Adaj tat iim” rereijits whir-h should have lieen m;nle oM*r 
to.l(Hal Ixalies during the \ear n-mained in rnir hands at the dose of 
the \ear. If allowance is nnidf* for these two fjictors lire surplus au 
revenue account was really of (he order of 8 lakhs instead of 00. 
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The year that ih now drawing to a eloHe has seen momentous 
haj)f)eninj^s heyoiid the Ixnindaries of India. 'So thinking man 
can be indifferent to those happenings or to the varying course of the 
great struggle b<-tween tlie Deinoeracies and the Dictator Pow’ers, but 
this morning niy refeiences to the War must naturally deal mainly 
with the effects of the War uj)fm the economy of this province. 

I have ])e(‘n told that to otlier ])rovin(‘(‘s the War has brought 
(•(unparative affluence In Ircngal the effect ha^ bet*n just the opj)osite ; 
and the reason is not far to seek The loss of the Pontimmtal markets 
has been a seiiouH blow to the jute trade and the life blood of this 
provinc('’s economy is jut<‘ This is, I know, a commonplace, but it 
is one that soin(‘ of us are aj>t to forget atul one that I ffud cannot be 
re])('ated too often or str(“'sed too strongly It is not only that we 
expi'ct to r(‘C(M\e in a normal year ratlnu' mru'e than 2 crores from the 
export duty on jut(‘ btit that all out main ri'Acittn* Inuids. Land IL'venue, 
Stamp‘^, Kxcise, depend in a greatei or b“^se? cb'gree upon jtite and the 
circumstances of the grower'* (»f jute In thi' days when (Munpotition 
and the laws of su])})ly and demand were allowed fre<* ])la> , tin* loss of 
the (’ont mental marki'ts and the present shortage of shipiting facilities 
coming on top of a crop larg«‘i than an\ pre\iously known would liave 
spelt disast('i to tin* growi'rs of jute 1 do not propose to rei'itpitnlate 
this morning tin* st(*ps that (lovi'rnment have takc'ii during tin* veur to 
stav(* off thiit disaster ainl t<» secnie a fair price to the gnovei . The 
House is wa*ll aiaju.ainted with tlnKe steps 1 do not claim that wa* are 
out of the wood v«'t but I do claim and it is with great ])rid(‘ that I 
make this claim on behalf of tin* pres(‘!»t Oovenmient — that wa* have 
succeeded in securing to the grow(*rs (d jute a pri(‘e that would not 
have lu'cn possibb* had the forces (d' c('mp(*tilion lu'cn all(twa*d fn‘e play 
nnd the rrityat had no ]>roteetion against the superior bargaining ])ositioTi 
enjoy(*d by other interests and for tin* first time in the history of this 
provinet* (Iov(*rnme!»t have sectired tin co-o]>eration of the Indian Jute 
Mills’ Association in an einlea\our to obtain fair jiriees to the gnnvers 
and to stabilise* e-iunlitions throughout the trade I am glad to have 

'had this co-operation and I hope that in future years it will be 
fortln'oming in increasing measure. 

' In moving the supplementary demand under “40 — Agriculture" 
earlier this wt>ek, the Minister-in-charge apprised the Hou.se of the 
finaucinl implications of the measures taken by Government to enstire h 
fair price to the grower for his jute, and I feel that members will not 
wish me to re-traverse that ground this morning. Of the other post- 
budgetary liabilities undertaken by Government during the current 
year two only appear to me to call for special mention. In June last 
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Goveftmftnt felt that it was essential that funds over and aWa 
those includefl in the lUidjret estimates should he made available 
during the course of the current year to enable largt»r coniributiona 
to be paid to District School Hoards for the extension of primary 
education. In accordance with (hat view and in anticipation of 
the approval of tliis IIouso, Kdueafion Departinenh was autliorised to 
make contributions t(> Di'^trict School Hoard.s to the <*xtent of 8 lakhs 
.over and above the jiroxi^ion included for that pur]>ose in the original, 
estimates. The onl\ othei poNt-budgetury iialiility that calls for special 
•mention is one relating- to the ('apital and Debt Dcjiosit Section <»f the 
Hmiget For some time past the necessity for providin^^ short-term 
credit for agricultural puipose** has Immmi engaging the attention of 
fiovcrnment. An (‘XjH'riment in this direction was initiated last \car 
by the issue through Co-oiieratiNe Soeirtie*, of crop loans to th(‘ value 
of Id lakhs. Tlo‘ success of this expeiiimuit, the results of which witc 
not fully Known until after the Budget for 1 had been presentiul. 

to iu-li}\ It- e\t.ii-inn and (}o\einnu*nt antbnriM'd tbe 
di^ribulion duiing’the einrent \ear of ero]) loans jo tbe (‘xtent of 
()() Kiklis Out (d tills .itiiouiit dtt laKlis ba\e b.‘en tlistiibnted tliiongb 
('o-ojM i.!t!Ve S<M )etie- and tli.- otbei laKb- ntili-ed by District Otlieers 
tor dj-t r ibut lo’i t(» culti\at«ns m ibe foim oi ero]> loans 

Jiet me now pass to tbe details of the Hevised Fstimates tor tbe 
current year. According to the orig’inul estimutt*s tbe year uas to start 
with an opening balaiici* td 1 cioii* oo lakhs and end witli a < losing 
balumcot lakhs 'I'he l{e\ised Kstiinat«-s phoe the ilo.sing balance at 
1 crore luKlis. I bis imj>io\ einent <d a eioie and twenty lakhs is the 
net result of tiie l<jllowing {actors : — 

An increase of hi lakhs in the o]»ening bulama. ; a decrease of 
lo lakhs in our i*\enur HMoipt-- an inerea-e of -dl lakhs in our 
reyenue expenditure, and finall\ an impiovement ol a crore 
and fi^e lakhs in the balance outside the Revenue Account, 
that i.s to say, in the working of the Oapital and Debt Deposit 
Section of the Budget 

I will now give a brief txjdanation of each of these ehangef. 

The opening balance adopted in the Bevis«‘d is the jutual eloHinft 
balance of the preceding Near and in my review of the accounts for 
19d9-40, I have already explained bow this bulunee has been arrived at. 

The del reuse of 15 lakhs in Revenue Receipts is made up of a drhp 
'of^5 lakhs under Jute Duty, 7 lakhs under Igind Revenue, 10 lakhs 
under Stamps. 0 lakhs under Administration of Justice and 4 lakhs 
under Extraordinary Reieipts; partly compensated by an improvement 
of 26 lakhs under Income Tax, 15 lakhs under Excise, 5 lakhs each 
under Industries and Miscelbneous and 3 lakhs each under Forest and 
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Jlejfi strati on. By far the most important of these variations fire ip 
respect of receipts under Jute Dnty and Income Tax. Under the latter 
hejid we have* no ma1(‘iials lor an indcpiMidcrit estimate and the figures 
ado[)ted are those furnished hy the Government of India. Jute Duty, 
on the fit her hand, is credited to our accounts in monthly instalments 
and our revised estimate is based on the prof;^ress of actuals. The 
rec( ij)ts up to January amounted to a crore and twenty-one lakhs. The 
Jaiiu.ary instalment brou»-ht in a sum of only H lakhs. In these 
^•ircunisjauces it does not apj)ear likely that the total for the current 

\e;ij \ li! e\(‘e(‘d IJ crore.s. The Bevised has accordinp-ly been placed 

a< this fi;.!Uie wliicli is 45 lakhs Ixdow the orio’inal estimate. 

Tjidei band Bevenue there has been a marked decrease in collections 
irniii ( io\ ei finient Ibtate-; The derliio' (»f 10 lakhs under StaiUjrs is 
made up (d' a der'r<‘ase o{ 4 lakhs under \on-Judieial and of 0 laklis 
under .ludieial TIk' drop under Non-Judieial is mainlv fui account of 

st!rni|i diKie.s on HilG of Ibxchan^^t* and (»(her eoniiiiereinl documents; 

while that undi'r -ludieial is dm* t(^ r(*duclion in the \olunu' oi (ivil 
1 it ij.;at ion . The lall under Administration <d .Iu''ticc is flue to smaller 
inflow of " .\daptat ion” rer-eipts Tlo* fleeiea'-e umbu “Extraordinary 
B(M‘(‘i fits’ ' is due to the {a<t that a considiu'ablf* jioition ot war 
e.xpendituie incurred last \ear was recovered irom tlo' (lovemment of 
India within the yi’ar leavine’ onlv a small amount to la* rcfoveird and 
credited as receipts undi r this head in tin* ciirrimi year. 

Gn the other side, th<‘ f^rowth under Excise is due to larjjer 
consumjition of countrv sjurit and other exei-ahh' aiti(lf*s J’he 
improviumuit umh'r Industrie'- is flue to an r\|>ansion in tin* sale of 
Government fiuinine coupled with a riso in its jiiuee 'rin* incri'ase 
und(*r' “ M isccdlaru'ous” is due mainlv to a reiund as a result of a 
revision in the flat rate pavable b\ Government ior electric current in 
Ualcutta a revision that is aj)i>licabb‘ tt» payments made sinci* the 
middle of IbJT. 'I’he ineirutse umler Eori'st due to special onb'rs for 
the supply of timher to the Sufijilv Department wliile tliat under 
lie^istiation is dm* to an unexpected increasi* in the number of 
rcfristrations. 

^ The increase of dl lakhs in e.xiHunliture on revenue aceouut is the 
net effoc't of ex(*esses and savings sfvread over a lar^re number (»f heads 
the details of which are furnished in the Bed Book. I shall confine 
myself to the more important vaiiatifins. There is an increase of 
5?) 4akhs under Aj^riculture erwin^ to tin* sfveeial measures undertaken 
■with a view to secure an economic price for jute. Under Education 
there is an increase of 7 lakhs as a result of additional funds being 
provided for implementing the scheme ot development of primary 
education. There is an increase of 0 lakhs under Police due mainly to 
the enlistment of additional bwees. ii\^cluding (5vl(' Guards, as. an 
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e^.»e^gt^ycy war measure, which I find honourable members even of the 
Of position 8(k keen for Government to undertake. On the other side 
there is a saving of 9 lakhs under t’ivil Works owin^^ to slow proj^ress 
of ^•xpenditu^e on buildings and other orijfinal works. Public Health 
shows a decrease of G lakhs owinj^ to non-maturity of sewerag“e. water 
supply and anti-malaria schemes for which provision hail b»‘en included 
in the Budget which has been due to a chanjfe in the poli<*Y re^rardiuK 
bn'al contribution. A reduction of 7 lakhs occurs under Miscellaneous 
• because payments to local bodie.N on account of “Adaptations” will l>e 
smaller than wa> antici juit(‘il. Kxlraordinarv (har^tt^^ incurred as a 
result (d the War are likcl\ to be 5 lakhs below' the Bud^ret. hinally 
8avin;,'^s to the extent of *1 lakhs occur under each of the heads General 
Administration, Debt (um iliation and Administration of Justice and 
are due to a variety <jf circum.Htance3. 

It remains now* to explain the improvement of 1 crore 5 lakhs in 
the (’apital and I)t‘bt l)epo>it Set (ion of the Budget, if it can be called 
an improvement. Thi.s is tlue mainly to transactions on account of 
Treasury Bills. The Budget assumed that GO lakhs of Treasury Bills 
would be out'^tandin^' on the Jlst March 1940 and providetl for the re- 
payment of this amount in the ( iirrent \ear. The amount of outstund- 
in^it Treasury Bills, however, pr<»ved to be 00 lakhs only. (’oust‘qin‘nt- 
ly there was a saving; of dO lakh.s under rejiayment of Trea^iury Bills. 
Otir bud^^et e.stiniatt‘s made no provision fur the issue of Treasurj^ Bills 
during the \ear The Revised jirovides for the issue of Triaisury Bills 
worth 2 crort's 40 lakhs and tin* repayment <lurin^'' the* y(*ar of 1 crore 
95 lakhs ineludin;.' the dO lakhs ol Bills curried over from I9d9-40 
Thus borrowed inone\ to the extcuit of 75 luklis i.s e.vpectcd to nunuin 
in our hands at the close of the year, which w'e shall have to pay this 
\ear. There is thus a total pain in our resources of a crore ami five 
laklis Tile iiK re.isiij oll-takc undcu I.oans and Advances nc*(*essitated 
!)> the Issue (d t rop loans cm a larpe scab' is com|H‘nsated b> imu'eased 
recoveric's as widl a> b\ inc reased leceipts under Ivlucatiou Cess and 
under fdvil (dun Jleposits 


The year 1941-42. 

There is a change cd classification in the budget eHtimatoa f^ 
1941-42 to which I fwl some reference i« necessary, l^rior to the 
coining into force of Paid 111 of the (ioveiiiment of India Act, 19df|^ 
certain items of ex|>euditure, as for example, the coiniienMution jmyaide 
to^he Corix>ration ot Calcutta under the Bengal Motor VehiclcH Tax 
Act w’ere “non-voted” in teims cd’ suh-sc*ction d(in; of Hcction 721) of 
tluj (io\crnmeut of India Act, 1919, which cxemptec> from the vote of 
the Legislature any expenditure the amount of which wa« prcjicribcd 
hy or under any law. Uudei jniragraph 4 of the India and Burma 
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( Transitory Provisions) Order ^ 1987 ^ such expenditure contpiuQd to 
be charged up to the end of 1939-40. After that year such items 
l>ecttiiie “Voted” and were sh(»wn as such in the budgets for 1939'-40 
aii(J As a result of the passage of the Bengal Revenues 

fOiargcd lixpeiidit lire) Act, 1940, these items are once again charged 
on tin* K*\ciiiu*s of the Province. Again, under section 3 of the same 
Act grants to local bodies in lieu of “Adaptation” receipts which have 
hitheito been treated as “Voted” become charged from 1941-42. The 
total amount affected by this change of classification in the budget for 
1941-42 is 72 lakhs. 


The Estim.^tes. 

I now turn to the estimates. Xlie year starts with an ojiening 
bulancf' of 1 crore 92 lakhs which is the anticipated closing balance 
for the current year. Revenue receipts are placed at 14 ( lores 3 lakhs 
or 21 lakhs liettor than the Revised. Our projMisals lor exi>emliture 
on levenue account amount to 15 crores 37 lakhs which is 52 lakhs 
more than the anticipated exi>enditure in the (urrent year. On the 
basis ot these estimate's there will be a deficit on re^enue account of 
I crore 34 lakhs. The \eorking of the (’apital and Debt Dejsisit Section 
of the budget is also ex|M*cted to result in a d»‘fic!t of 25 lakhs. The 
joint effect of these deficits is to rcslme the ojKMiing balance b\ 1 crore 
59 lakhs so that the estimated (losing Isilance stands at 33 lakhs only. 
At this point. I must emphasise that the budget estimates do ‘not 
ir-cludc any receipts from eith(*r of the new taxation measures which 
still auait the final v<‘rdict of the Legislature, nor do they in(lude any 
provision for the cbarg«‘s of col](‘ction . (]^\i FTakkndh.a Nath 
Cii \ri)iirHi : ()nl\ case made out!) 


Receipts, 

Let mo now explain briefly the reasons for the variation between the 
Revised und the Budget. The increase of 21 lakhs in revenue receipts 
is due to an anticipated improvement of 5 lakhs under Jute Ihity, 
6 lakhs under Income Tax, bj lakhs under T..and Revenue, 4 lakhs 
under Extraonlinarj’ receipts and IJ lakhs under Subsidised Companies. 
- The increase under Jute lJuty is based on the assumption that 
shlj^jung facilities will improve to some extent. Some growth is 
allowed under Income Tax on the latest advice received from •<he 
Government of India. If these two increases do not materialise, 
namely, jute duty and income-tax, the deficit will be still greater and 
therefore the need for taxation still more imperative. (Mr. SuitEirnaA 
Nath Biswas: How much?) The improvement under Land Revenue 
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is (1^ antic ipuh*<l realisation of arrears (tovernmont Estate's 

and also to lasfjer ref ov(*rif^ on aeeonnt of sinvt‘y ami settlement eharffes, 
Tice inerease under K\traordiiiar\ Het eipts is in re.‘4pe( t of r<‘eovery 
vai^ (‘Xpernliture incurred in the cuirent \ear; w)iil»' tliat mnler 
Sul>sidiN»>d ('onipanies repr«‘seni> !»‘(<»veri<'s fn»m the Darjt'eliuK- 

Hnnala>an Itaih^ay on the ha-'i^ <>1 un aihitratit»n award. 

Expeuthturc. 

1 l.a\e already oh'^<‘r\ed that the Hinly'-et provides f(»i e\p(*nditure on 
*re^e^lue account >)'2 lakhs in <‘\c(‘ss ol the lle\is(»d l‘'stiinates for the 
(Mirien; \ear If liowevei we take initi a«'coun1 tin* <‘\ jiendit ure of 
‘JN Ihklis iindnded in llie lt(‘\ ised toi the purcdiaso (»f lute for whieli no 
nntvisuui is included in the conmij^ \«*ar*s estimates, the expeinlil tire 
rnnfein]dafed in next \ ear's (‘stiniates is Sd lakhs mon* than we are 
likely to spend in tin* ruin‘nt \ear I’rac'tic'ally the wlmh* of this 
increase is undei tin* iKitioii-lniildin/^' jlepnrtments 

'I'he main item- that aM-ounl lor this imiea-e aie s<‘t out for 

I (Ui \ ell ieiiee ol relereiiee in Appendix II attaehed t<» the ])iinted eojty 
oj ihi- statement M\ <olh'a;iues nil] in dut* emirsr* explain tin* details 

ot the inereaseil provision uinlei the -everal heads while inovint; the 

demands toi the ^Mant- lelatinj^^ to their te-peetivc depart merits. These 
dt'tails are aNo set forth in the Hcd HooK whicdi will shortly le plaeed 
in the hands of memher.s. All that 1 pro])ose to do at the moment, 
ilierefore. is to place hefore the House the more impfirlanl items of new’ 
expenditure so lliat the House rimy ktiovv the main directions in whif'h 
(if vernmeiit prfipfise to apply tlie new revenue.s tliat we have askf'd the 
Fie^fislature to make availahle. 


('tnl Work A. 

Tiider Civil Works there is an increase of nearly IH lakhs. Of 
this 2 lakhs is due to a more extensive programme of road construction 
and funds to meet this will he fouml from the Koad Development Fund, 

A sum of 5 lakhs represents next year’.s requirements in connection w’ith 
the scheme of removal of the h»*adf|narters of the Nfrakhali district 
Begaimg^anj. As the House is aware this removal has become urgently 
neces.sary owinjar f‘ontinued erosion of the river Me^Hina a.s well aa 

of the khni running? through the town of Noakhali. The expenditure^ 
on this account is consequently imaYddahle. 

• ^ third item which contributes to the increase under Civil Works 

i.s a provision of 8 lakhs for the acquisition of land near the Hij^h Court 
upfm which it is proposed to build oflices to house a number of 
Government office.s that are at present located in hired huildin^r*. 
Althou^fh it is calculated that, the project will show a net savinpr it is 
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not our intention to proceed with the building: immediately aftgj* the 
acquiHiiion of the nite. Our view' in that this is one of the large 
building .schenieH that may well wait until prices of building materials 
return to more reasonable levels and may form part of a Government 
building programme to relieve any post-war depression. The reason why 
provision is included in the budget estimate.s for the acquisition ot the 
site is that (if)vernment is not the only party in the market for one of 
the plots and unless this plot is purcha.sed by Goveniment it may be 
sold to a third party. 

The baliUH*e of the increase under this head is due mainly to the 
following items: — 

The existing arrangements in the Bengal Engineering College at 
Shibf)ur for the supply of electrical energy have outlasted their 
normal sf)un of life and are in need of immediate replacement. 
The capital cost of the new arrangements will })e over half a 
lakh but the new arrangements will be considerably cheaper 
than the present defective supply 

A lakh is re([uired for the electrification ol various Government 
buildings at stations where electric current is available; and 
another lakh for the reconstruction of tin* Police Section TTouse 
at Alipore and the lh>lice Training Collegt* at Sardn. 


IC/Juntfton. 

The next largest increase — 14 lakhs — occurs under Edu(‘ation. 
ilalf of tills is new money foi grants to District Sc hool Hoards for the 
development of ju'iniar\ education. The balance ih made up of the 
following A sum ot l.\ lakhs has been set ajeart for the advancc'meut 
of educaticui of tht‘ membeus of the* Sclieduled Castes A similar amount 
has bc*en providc'd as the initial instalment ot a grant to the Dacca 
University towards the cost of eon>truetiou of the additional Muslim 
Hall. Additional jirovision to the extent of I lakh Jfo thousand has 
been included In the budget for the training cef teachers for primary 
schools. Thc*rc‘ is a ])ro\ision of 1 lakh for additional grants to non- 
Government Secondary ScdiooD for l>o\s and girls. Among other 
important items may be mentioned a provi.sion of 79 thousand for 
adult educ’ation, 71 thousand lor opening H.A. and l.Sc. classes in the 
liudy Hrabourne l\»llege and a c'apital grant of 117 tliousand to the 
recently started Euzlul lluc] Uollege at (’hakhar 

Gcncnil Ad innuf^tratioii . 

Under (Jcmeial Admiiustraticui then* is an increase of 9J lakhs,' but 
the bulk of this increase is due to the tran>ler of certain charges to 
this head frt>m other heads of account and does not, therefore, lepresent 
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tfny l^ndine ndditiou ti) oui exjienditure. The first of these ohar^i 
relatea to the service t){ notices under sectitm 2t> (c) «>f the Itengnl 
Tenancy Act. Such service has hitherto lietui entrustetl to Sufv 
repistnars and the churfre^ were roiisequenlly heinjf hooked in the 
He^,nstrati(>n Budget. Ovwng to a leient amendment of the Act, 
however, the duty will now 1 h‘ taken over hy (Vdlecfors and the charges 
will theref(»re Ik* exhihiteil under “(ituieral .Xdministration'’ . The next 
item transferred t<> this head lepresents chaiges on aci^outit ol jniy of 
clerk.s under t'ircle (MHceis. It was flu* new work in connection with 
•Debt Settlement Boards that first necessitated the einplos nient of these 
clerks: up to date their eniplo\ment has heen on a temjKUary basis and 
their jiay has lieen adjusted in tlie l)t‘ht ( ’oik illation Budget. The largo 
increase that lias taken pla< e in lecent \eai.s in the g(‘neial dutie.s of 
(‘iule Oflii ers however justitics the ]K‘imanent letention of tliese clerks 
f'U’ general ]un{M>se.s and the chaiges have aicoidingly he(‘n transferred 
from Debt ( 'onciliat ion to (i(‘ner.d Adnunistiatioii. 'I'he tliiid item 
ri'latev t(» tin* chaige in ies|MMt of tbi* Ibice (’oiitroller and bis staff. 
In the ( urrent vear the ( harge on account i.f this office has lH‘eii 
adjusted under “Gd- Kxti aordinai > (‘haiges” on tlie assumption thui 
it was an item of war t liarges lecoveiable from India. It has now l)eett 
agreed that this diaige i.s a chaig!* jMo|H*rIy debitable to provincial 
leveuuos and accoidiiiglv it has fieen Iraiisierred to (lenenil 
Administration Th<*se three transfers In'tween them account for a' total 
increase of 5A lakhs under this head. 

The balance of the inciease is made up. as follows, A lakii and 18 
thousand is recpiiied foi the rem gaiiisat ion of the Hural Hi'construction 
Department. The sfK'cml jnovtsion for distiilmtion through Distrnet 
(fflicers for rural welfare has heen cnham-eil b\ tM thousand. Increased 
provision to tin* extent of a lakh ami Id thousand is re<|uiri*d partly 
under Klection charg(*s ami parth umler travellintr allowance fr>r tlie 
members of the Legislative Asscmldv For reciuitment to the Bengal 
('ivil Servic** and the Bengal .junior Livil Si*ivi(e the ehargi'H 
are expected to Ik* iumiIv half a lakh nioir than those in thi* cm lent \eur 
wbi(h were almoimallv low. 1 in.dK a sum of 2d thoiiHuiid has lK»en 
jirovided foi r(‘placement of woin-out fuiniluie in Distiict and 
iSulKlivision sI offices. 


ruhlu- Iluihh. 

, Ijiext tunr to Public Health wheie there has heen an increase* of 
9 lakhs. Two lakhs of this lepresent additional provision for rural 
wat^r-supply, the total provision for which now stands at 10 lakha. 
The grant for the free distribution of quinine has Ijeen raised from 
5 iaklis in the current year to 6 lakhs in the coining year. Similarlj 
t^e prorision for anti-malaria schemes^has Wn raised by over a lakh 



18 


BUDGET ESTIMATES. 


f 15 th Feh., 

aud a half liom 1 lakh in the Revined to 2 lakhs GO thousand in the 
Bud^s^ei, The balance of the increase is due mainly to avigmented 
pro vision in ri'spect of seweiape and water works schemes, and as more 
schemes are forthcoming’ more money will be provided. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Out of your pocket? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Honourable g’entlemen 
opposilc cannot, on the one hand, say that more money should not be 
budgeted toi wlien there are no schemch and, on the otlier hand, 
Inrii loniid and say that more mom*s should not be provided even when 
there are selicmies. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: We uje convinced, 

Pen.'^tofiarif chart/* 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The increase of 5 lakhs 
undei Supei aiiiniat ion allowaio’es and pensions rej)re.sents the normal 
annual growth in pensionary ( harge^, ruder (’ommutation of Pensions 
there is an incianise of 7 lakhs 01 this tl ]akh> rejiresent the .spe( ial 
pntvision made to icduc(' tin* \eiv hea\\ aceiininlation (d eoinniiilation 
apjilications from members of the j>rovincial and subordinate services 
The total value of such pending applications i^ now’ about 50 lakhs 
Ih'sides, e\j)enditure on commutation of pensions is remunerative because 
it reduces the lecurring pensionar\ charges and the basis ot calculation 
leaves a slight margin ot profit in favour of (jovernment. In regard 
to obligutor\ commutation ca.si*s the e.\i)enditure in the current year is 
abnormally low and the normal provision included in the budg-et is one 
lakh im>re than the Revised. 

I fulust rieg. 

The inereast* unde? Industrie.s !•> loui lakhs ami a half. Ovm' half 
of this amount is <m a< count of a scheme lor the marketing o) (‘ottage 
«industr\ products. Phis scheim* wa-' formulat«*d, after very careful 
investigation, by the Beng<d Industrial SiirNcy Committee which has 
been at work tor stune time now. I'his \ear we have decided as an 
.ejtperiinen tal measure to establish at selected centres four sale aud 
supply depots, namely, two for brass and belPmetal articles and^^two 
for handhauu wtnvving products. A working capital of oR thousand will 
be placed at the disposal of each depot to cover the value of ^aw 
materials to be supplied to workers aud of finished products taken over 
from them. The results ot this experiment are likely to be of far 
reaching import am*e in the »levelopi,uen\ of the cottage industries of 
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the •pri^'ince. Govfrniiu*iit iiileiul to orjranis** a Department of 
Fisheries to ^eveloj) all elaHses of fisheries, deej) sea, estuarine, river 
and tank and as a first >tep towards the nrjraiiisation of this department 
have provided Hi) thousand in the eominfr \ ear’s estimates. The Budffet 
also includes 29 thoiHand for the eNtahlishimuit of a research and 
training- institute ii» ceramic . 2!) tlouHand for expansion of the Silk 
Technolo^'^ic al Ill'll it ule at Heihampur and 20 thousand for ^rant-in- 
aid to tlie Indu-'trial Stctiou n| ih»‘ I ii'^tituticm <d Rural Reconstruction 
under tin* \'is\Mildia I at 1 at Ihdepui Tin* (’ineloma Rudj^(*t inelndes a 
,pro\>s)nn <»t 1} laKh^ tor tin* looi ;.ranisation of the t’inelnma Departnnuit . 
The object (d this reorganisation is to c*\tc*nd the cult i wit ion td 
eiin hoiia uith .i \n‘\\ to jnaKe Uenral as in’arlx selt-sntht l<‘m in the 
mailer cd it' ']inpi!;e supph*'' as poMsihh*. 


( 'o'<>prr<ifi(ni 

Tin* (’o-operan\e Itndjjc't shoNNs an inen*asc* cd ‘5 lakhs o\(*r tin* 
l{(*\is<Ml 'riieif art* twct nmin items \\hieh eontrihute to this imreasc*. 
O'ln' first i' .t s* t'O tli«* tiainiMsi <d memhc'fs and S(*e» i*! ar irs (•! 

(^o-o]n‘r at i\ SorntOs wlinh is Im'JIil' imained h\ the (fo\einm»*nt (d 
India. The cost iii\ol\(*d in this m nm* lakh 2S thousand iup<*es The 
next one is a provision of SS thousand rup(*es loi snpc*r\ isoi v staff in 
connecticui with tin* rlistnhution and reco\ery of short-1i*rm rrop loans, 
I hast* ii!n*a(l\ loffricd to tin* .nlxainc of a siun cd )t> lakhs as cro]) 
loans in (In* ciirreiit \*‘ai and in*\l w*ar's hudf'c'f im hiiles a jrmvision 
of (jO laklis f<»i tin- sMiin- purpose .\d<lilional superv jsor'v staff is 
essential for tin- pidn leUs disinhutnm ainl tinn*l\ lecow-ry cd these 
lar^c* amounts 


/ rn If ilium 

The inerc‘a,‘'t* under this ht-atl is tlirce lakhs only Tin- smallness of 
the fij^’ure is dm* to the fact that tin* Imd^n-t iridudes ](ro\isinti for tin* 
commeneement only <d certain lar^^e seheineH that are likc'ly to take 
seveiiil >ears tor th<*ir ccnnjdrt nm 'lln* m«fst irnpcjitant cd these 
schemes is the (*stah]islmn*nl <d an Institute for Rivc‘r R(‘s»*arcii \vher% 
problems relating to erosiun. riNer training and ch*\ehjpment of 
irrigation are to be studied \wth tin* aid cd laboratory models and 
sy.stcmatic statist ic-al analysis umb-rtakeii cd data relating to rainfalj^ 
irrigation, and drainage. ( )rganisatic»ii (»f a wcdl ecjui[)ped Institute 
on l^liese lines is essential b<*fore huge scale irrigation frrojen-ts can be 
undertaken with an\ hope cd success and its establishment will, it ia 
hoped, remove to a large extent, the serious handicap under which the 
Irrigation Department finds itself as a result of past neglect tc) which 
reference has been made in an’earliiii- part of iny st,at(‘menl. Although 
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next year’s requirement in respect of this Institute is 20 thotksand 
rupees only, it is estimated that the scheme will cost Bu lakhs in the 
uext five years. Similarly 50 thousand rupees has been provided for 
the Bidyadhari IVali Scheme designed to improve the drainage 
arrangements in the 24-Pargana8 district at an ultimate cost of over 
f3 lakhs. For the improvement of the Karnapara Khal in the Dacca 
District next year’s provision is 20 thousand rupees while the ultimate 
expenditure is expected to be a lakh and 82 thousand. A similar 
provision of 20 thousand rupees has been made for the improvement of 
the Bemorta Khal in the District of Khulna which will ultimately cost 
three-fourths of a lakh. There are also several smaller schemes details 
of which will l)e found in the Bed Book. 


Ixind Revenve. 

Under Land Revenue there is an increase of 2.| lakhs in consequence 
of the progress of the major Settlement Gperations in the districts of 
Bakarganj and Faridpur. These* operations whicli were initiated in 
the current year are developing according to programme. 


Police. 

There is an increase of 2 lakhs under this head. The hulk of this 
is due to the anticipated emidoyment of the emergency force throughout 
the coining year as against a few months only in the current year; 
and also to an increase in the training reserve in the rank of Sub- 
Inspectors of the Bengal Police. 


MisceUaneents. 

I ])ropose to conclude this review bv a reference to one item of 
expenditure for which specific jirovi.sion has not been included in the 
Budget but whii'h will nevertheh‘ss have to be incurred. As the House 
is aware, (lovernment drew up, in July last, for which specific provision 
has not been included a scheme for giving financial relief to low-paid 
(V>vernment servants who would be affected by a substantial rise in the 
cost of living caused by the war. It was decided that a rise in pricjfj of 
the ( heupesf common rice to 8 seers per rupee would bring the scheme 
into operation. This price level has now been reached and the scheme 
has ai cordingly been put into oi>eration from the beginning of the current 
month. The cost of the vseheme in a full year is likely to be 8 lakba of 
rupees. 
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Financial remits. 

Let me now summarise very briefl}' the financial reaults of the 
woraing of the year according to the eatimatee now before (he House. 
The estimates anticipate a deficit on revenue account of 1 crore 84 lakha 
and provide for a closing balance of 83 lakhs only. The latter amount 
is hopelessly inadequate as a working balance and is less even than the 
minimum balance that we are re{|uired to maintain with the Reserve 
Bank and in Treasuries. Earlier I emphaHiscd that (he budget estimates 
• do noi take account of the receipts that we hope to get from the 
Sales Tax and it will })e (»bvious that no Government could present » 
hiidget of this nature were it not confident that the lH»gislature will 
einjjower it to raise large new revenues. My tusk this year has been a 
particularly difficult one When the budget was under preparation, 
the Sales Tax Hill by whi( h I aimed to balan<*e my budget an<l to 
undertake certain new expenditure had just passed through the Select 
Committee. The Select Connnitt(‘e had not only reduced th(‘ rate of 
tax f»rop(».sed in th(' Hill from *.? per cent. tf> one pier* in th(‘ ru])ee or 
l/ir P^‘r cent but liad also added a number of exemptions. The 
following questions nuturall\ arose: — 

(h Will the Legislature pass the Hill? 

(2) If it does, what will be the rate of tax finally adopted? 

(8) To what extent will tlie additi<»nal exem])ti(»ns already 
recommended by the S<*lect (N>mmittee and any others that 
may be added by the Legislature affect my original estimate 
of the ])ro('eeds of (hi.s (ax? 

Thest* Were ({uestions to whi«'h m» answi*r could be given. The only 
(ourse open to me was to assume that the Legislature would pass the 
Bill in a form that would give Bengal suffic ient additional new revenue 
to balance its budget and to permit our undertaking some (‘xtension of 
the existing services in the fields of primary c-ducation, rural sanitation 
and rural water 8Upf)ly and fn'rhaps the introduction of some at least 
of the new services that r]fo\ eminent has been so eager to bring into 
existence. The result is now in (he hands of members. ^ 

If the House has previously entertained doubts regarding the 
necessity for new taxation — and I am aware that there have been doubts 
and shakings of the head even among some of the supporters 
Government — and if I have not already been able to dissolve ?uieb 
doubts, I hope that the manifest care and restraint with which these 
estimates have been prepared will complete my task of satisfying 
members that new revenues are essential and that the present Ministry 
can be trusted to see that such revenues are utilised in the best interesta 
of the province. 
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I niufit however make it plain that, in tiie unlikely eveht Of the 
l.c^^iHluture refuHing to empower Government to raise the necessary 
additional revenues, although there will be no time for us to prepare 
and present fresh estimates and the House has perforce to be asked 
to vote on the estimates now in Members’ hands, Government could not 
regard such grants as anything more than a makeshift to be used so that 
administration znay jiroceed in constitutional form. It would of course 
be necessary to subject the whole Budget to drastic reductions, 
reductions that will not only paralyse any attempts to extend our 
iKineticent activities l»ut wdll seriously jeopardise the continuance of a 
number of essential services now in operation. 


Earlier I said that this morning ni\ reteiences to the war would be 
limited mainlv to the etlVct.s of the war on i)i(‘ economv <if thf‘ })rr>vince 
but I feel that before 1 resume m\ seat some general statement of the 
Ministry’s |>olicy in relation to India - uai' effoit will not be out of 
jdace. 


In I'crtain (|uaiters it is held that at the ]»H*-''iit jinuture the correct 
<'Ourse for tin* pi*o\iiice- i- to abandon all idea ot de\ elojmu'iil or 
extension of their social siuvices and t(» Iimnc flu' full adiiit loiia! taxable 
ca|mcit.\ ol the [uovmces tna* to be tap|»e<l lor the paraimuinl 
re(|uirements of the (’entie The main grouml for tiie holding of this 
view is th(' belief that ev(‘r\ rupee spent on tin* proxinces o\ei and aboxe 
the sum necessaix to caiT\ on the gt'in'ral administration at the minimum 
cost is a rupee diverted fiom India’- war effort. M\ co]lt*agues and 
I do not shall* that \ieu. We full.v recognise that until victory 
is finally won it is es.sential to subordinati* the needs of the ])rovince to 
the paramount (laims of the (Vntre’.- war effort, but in our opinion 
though at the present time to hold in abexance all iileas of development 
may bo appropriate enougli in the <*ase of tho'^e proxime.s that have for 
many years enjoyed standards of administration considerably higher 
than those obtaining in the nation-building- <b‘partments in Bengal such 
a cotrrse is not |)Ossilde in tin* lase of Ben<.*-al xvbere tlie administration 
t^f the proxinm* i- only just lH‘ginning to recover from the effects of years 
of starvation. Nor can we agree with the xrexv that everv ru{)ee spent 
in this province over and above that ne<*essary to maintain the 
administration at last year's level is a rupee diverted from India’s war 
effort. That is a short-sighted view. This province i.s playing no small 
part in India’s wTir effort and it is our view that to the extent that we 
can raise the standunls of living and in jiarticular can improve the 
conditions of those on the subsistence level — workers and {peasants alike 
— we increase the cfiiciency of the province and therebv contribute 
materially to the Centre’s war effort. 
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APPENDIX I. 

[Figurt‘8 are in thousands.] 
li>40-41. 


Receipts. 

AetuaE. 

l!»3!»-40. 

r— 

Budg(*t, 

^ 

ReviatHl. 

llMl-42. 


Rs 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

0{)t^ning Balanw 

Ol.ol 

i.:.4.ss 

2,lb.b7 

1,92,58 

Revenue Receipts 

Capital K(‘ceiptH 

14,31, 

13,07 2s 

13,82.10 

14,0:(,14 

Receijits from Depus- 

its. etc. 

i.‘> :.■>.( »2 

13.n.b4 

10,01,32 

17.00,60 

Total 

3o,u7,00 

2s.b3.so 

36,(8)00 

33,92,41 

Expenditure. 





Revenue Ex|)enditiire 

13 71 21 

14. .74, 23 

14 s:,,io 

15,37,38 

Capital Exjxjnditure 

3 n:i 

.3,22 

2. SO 

2,71 

ExfK'nditure on Debt, Depo'-- 
etc. 

!:..I2 si 

13.I0..77 

Is, 2.7.00 

18,21,83 

(-losiim Balance 

(arj Di «i7 

(M72,22 

(r) 1 . 02 .. 6 s 

(d)32,91 

Total 

30.07, bo 

2s,b.3.so 

36,(8).00 

33,92,41 


Net Result 

Surplus 4 
Deficit — 

On Kevenuc Account - fiu.4- - 1,03,110 —1,34,24 

Surplus + 

Deficit — 

Outside Revenue Account * fi.'i.24 - ^o.Tl ^ 70,21 —25,43 

Tout 

Sur[)IuH i- 

Deficit - , 

Excluding opcnin}^ l>alH nee l,2.>,tOJ — — 24,00 — 1,69,(12# 

'“nr 

(o) Includee a short-tarm loan of 30 lakhs in Treasury liiUs repayable in 1940-41 but 
doe# n<it iiii lud© S«.‘eunlies worth 46,89 (face value), 

(6) Does not include Becunlies vorih 4f»,89 (fere value). 

(c) Includee a short-term loan of 75 lakhs m Treasur>’ Bills repayable in 1941-42 
byt does not include Becuriticse vorib 46,89 (face value). 

. (d) Does not include Securities worth 46,89 (face value). 
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APPENDIX II. 

8t«t«m«nt ihowing tlM diiiribution of incrtosod oxiiondituro in 1941-42. 

[Figures are in thousands.] 




Revised, 

1940-41. 

Budget, 

1941-42. 

Increase. 



Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

(.'ivil Works 


i,:)0,f>4 

1,68,31 

17,67 

Education (General) 



1,77,45 

14,29 

(huieral Administration 


l,r»4,.30 

1,63,81 

9,51 

Public Health 


42,90 

51,75 

8,85 

Commutation of Pensions 
from revenues) 

(financed 

4,03 

11,20 

7,17 

Su|K!rarmuation Allowance.s 
sions 

and Pen- 

1,08,79 

1,13,72 

4,93 

Industries — Industries 


14,70 

19,20 

4,50 

Co-operation 


14,00 

17,76 

3,10 

Irrigation 


23,40 

26,54 

3,14 

Laud Itevenue 


31,0o 

33,31 

2,26 

Police 


2,30,49 

2,38,45 

i;96 


77,44 


Mr. SPEAKER; I nin;> ju>t announce that general diseussion of the 
Budget will lake place on the ..’olh. tJhth and ‘JTth February and the 
8rd of March; on the ‘^hSth February, non-otticial business, namely, 
Bills, will he taken up; on the 4th. oth and tlth March we will take up 
the Sales Tax Bill. 


Adjournment. 


It being 10-’>8 a. in.— 

The House wu.s adjt)urj'ed till 4-4’) p.m. on Tuesday, tlie 2^th 
February, llMl, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Procfeedings^ of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the AsNemhly House, (’ah utta, on Tuertdu\ . 
the 25tli February, 1941. at 4-45 D.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the llon’ble Sir Mviummm) A/izi i, II vuiK, ( m.e., 
Khan Baliadur) in the Cliuir, S lloiri)Ie Mini>ter> and 1!>2 members. 


Oath. 

The following member made the oath of hi> allegiance to the 
Crown : — 

Mr. A. F. Stark [elected by the Calcutta and Suburbs {Furo]>ean) 
(Constituency] 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Arial Bil affairs. 

•79. Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: in) With reierence to the 
reply given to the ^upplementaricH to htarred question No. till on the 
11th December, 19d9, will the Hon’t>le Minister in charge of the Agri- 
culture and Indu.slries Department be [dease<l t<» .state whether he has 
since received the rejiorl (d Mi A. IF (janguli, i.( s., on Arial //// 
att'airs 

(h) If so, is the Ilon'blc Minister tonsidering the desirability of 
laying a eop\ of it on the table bcf(»ie the Itengal Water Il^^aciuth Bill 
comes u[) for discus.sion in the House 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): Un Ves 

{h) Yes; a copy i- laid on the Fil»rar\ table. 

Questions relating to the department of the Hon*ble the Home 
* •• Minister. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 unde island that .so fur us the (|UestionH reiut- 
ing to Sir Nazimuddin'.s department are concerned, some arrangements 
going to be made from tp-morrow. D not that m.)? 
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The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sjr. 


Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: There is some difficulty if 
other arran^NuiKTits are made, as in some cases Sir Nazimuddin was 
himself a party 

Mr. SPEAKER: I h a\e no ohje(li(»n to d(‘iei the questions until 
Sir Nazim uddiri comes hack. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Sir, it is la tter that we wait 
for some tiim*. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 n that case 

uill he a hu^^e accumulation. It is undesirahle that the (lue^tions 
should he jxistpoiied sine (he, Ix'cause fioveiiiment are anxious to 
rej*ly to tircse fjuestions and there is no reason wliy if a pai’tic'ular 
MinishT falls ill, all his (juestion> and all his work should he held 
over. 

Mr, SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Our apjrrehension that 
even it Sir Hijoy Prasad is wrdl ported, lie will always ask tor notice, 
and we shall not jjet prop<‘r answeis. We want to avoid that 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: \\'hy do you assume 

that ? 

C(M)perativo societies in Mymensingh district. 

•85. Mr. AMRITA LAL MONDAL: Will the Hon hie Minister 
ill charge of tlie C'o-opiuative Oredit and Kural Indohtedness Depart- 
ment he pleaseii to lay on the table a statement showing? for the years 
1937, 1938, 193t) and 1949— 

{a) the numher of co-operative Mxirties existing in tlie dilTerent 
subdivisions in the district of Mymensin^^h ; 

(h) ilie places where they are located; 

(r) the amounts that have Ireen allotted to each of the societies 
durinj; the period ; and 

{(i) the amounts that have been realised from each of them during 
the period P 

MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and 
.-:URAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. 
Mukunda Behary Mullick): tni The statement is laid on the Tabr^ry 
table. 

(6) to {d) The supply of information as wanted involves 
expenditure of time, labour and energy and I regret that I cannot 
direct the same to Ire undertaken. 
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Aisisttnt Registrar, Chittagong. 

* 87 . Mauivi ABDUR RAZIAQ: wi) Will the Uon'Me Minister in 
rhargo ot the t’o-operativt^ (’reiiit ainl Itural Indj‘htt*i!fu*88 Department 

pleased t(t '‘tate uliaf i> the tenure el >ei\ lee ef an Assistant 
Reg-istror in ene station!-" 

{h) How long the present As^i^tant Registiar. ('hittagong, is there? 

The Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) There i» 

• o definite time-limit. 

(h) Sime ‘JSth dune, Id-i') 

Permanent rights to non-agricutturat tenants. 

*88. Mr. JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: (/) Will the 
Hon'hle Minister in eliarge of the Revenue Department he phaised (o 
"tate whetlor the (»<jvernment eontemplate (he introdiietiim of any 
permanent legislation to seeiire the rights of non-agrienll ural tenants 
iind(‘r the Rengal Xon-Agrieultural Tenancy (Temporary) Rrovisions 
A. f i'' 

(h) If the answer to i" in the affirmative. df> the OoviTiiment 
' on"idei the de-irahility ot taking ."teps to expediti* (he work of the 
t'onnnittee apjiointed to in<iuire into conditions of non-agricultural 
tenants? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): (iovernnient have apjiointed 

a (^lnlInittee to empiire into the rights of tenants in uihan areas. The 
('ommittee has not yet eompleted its work, government hope to under- 
take permanent legisla(if)n as soon us (he examination of the rejM>rt 
is tinished- 

ib} The Committee is expected to submit it.s report within Febru- 
ary, 1941. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Ilondde Minister f>e« 
pleased to state when this committee was appointed? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question d(>es not arise, 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Is it th ree years ago? 

The HonTito Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; I ask for notice. 
It might be two years; not thr^e years. 
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Mr# SHAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pWs(^d to state 
whether it is a fact that only one sitting on each occasion was held and 
not more than one sitting? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Government have not taken any cognizance of 
that. 


Co-operative Banks in Chittagong Division. 

•89. Dr. 8ANAULLAH: (a) Will the Ilon’ble Minister in charge 
the Co-operative (Credit and Kiiral Indebtedness Department be 
pleased to state the number of — 

(i) Urban, and 

(//) Rural (\)-f»j»erative Ranks in the Chittagong Division which are 
at present unable to pay up the money deposited with them; 

{in) their respective names; 

(tv) paid up capitals; 

(v) reserve capitals; 

(vi) liabilities; and 
(vu) assets? 

(b) (?) Will the Hon’ble Minister pleased to state the reason of 
the present position of these banks? 

(it) What stej)s do the (loverument contemplate to take to put the 
said banks into solvent position again? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: to) and {b) 

Rs. 

Urban ... ... 85 

Rural ... ... 5,162 

Total . . ;\247 


To supply intormation wanted in this qiiestiim a detailed enquiry into 
each and every one of these banks is necessary. It will mean a large 
amount of time, labour and energy, and I regret that I cannot direct 
the same to be undertaken. 
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LapislAioii for Mouring sUtut of non-tgrtoiilturtl tofuuits. 

•90. Mtuivi MD. ISRAIL: {a) Will the llon’bl^ Minister in 
char>re of the Heveiiue Depurtnieiit he pleased to state whether (iovern- 
iiient contemplate hrin^injr up any lef^islution f<»r ^ivinjjr security to 
the statii*i of the non-aj^ricultural teiianth during’- the life-time of the 
present Assemhlx ? 

•(/>) If the answer to {in is in the attirmolive. will the lloirhle 
■Minist er he pleased to stale when such a lej^islation may he expected 
hel(»re the Assemhl\ Y 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (f/i (Jovernment 

have appninled a ( (iinmittee t(» empuie into the rights of tenants in 
uihan areas I'lie (omniittee has not >(‘l (Miinjdetetl its work. The 
('ommiltee is exj>ected to sulunit its n*]>ort within Kehruar\ . l!Ml. It 
is not possiidt* for (To\ernment t(* decide the line of the h‘|rislatinn before 
tlic> t .\arnin(‘ the r(‘j)ort 

( /; t (Tovernrnent hope t(^ undertake le^^islation as soon us the exa- 
mination of tlie report is hnished Th«‘ Hill may h<‘ before tln‘ Assembly 
in the next monsoon st‘ssion. 

Mr. SHAHEOALI: Will the Ib.n'hle Minister be jdeased to state 
whether it is es>enti.il that tlie repmt sh(»uld he examined by an I'xperty 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hoirble Minister ha» not said that 

Mr. SHAHEOALI : The ansa«*r i*. • “As ‘>(M)n as the «*\aTinnalion 
oi the rejiort is tini^hed" - 

Mr. SPEAKER : l.xaiiiinaiKMi ot a leport does not necessarily 
mean examination b\ atj exjiert. 

Mr. SHAHEOALI: Will the ilon’ble Munster be pleased to state 
whetiier any examination i- ne^'s^aiv and whether !♦ can be done 
without any examination at allr' 

Tli 0 Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir 

Collections of agricultural loans in certain unions in MunshiganJ 
subdivision. 

•91. Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERilEE: (a) Will the Jloir'bn 
MiStster in char/?e of the Revenue Dci»artmeut he pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that in the Revenue Department communique, dated 
the 24th August, 1938, the Hon’hle Minister announced that no collec- 
tions of the agricultural loans issued that year would be *‘made till after 
the harvest of 1940’'? 



30 


QUESTIONS. 


[25th Feb., 


{h) Is it a fact that — ' 

(i) the Tnioii Board presidents received from the C’ircle Officer, 
Munshi^^anj West, the circular No. 1087(32), dated the 22nd 
December, 1030, on the subject of reali.'^ation of af^ricultural 
loans at the instance of the District Magistrate of Dacca; 
(//) the Subdi visional Officer of Munsliiganj on or about the IGth 
December. lf^30, got pri riled and circulated leaflets contain- 
ing threats of attachment of goods in case of non-payment 
by both Magh, 1340 B.S. ; and 

{m} the L’nion Board presidents announced the purport of the 
above circular and the leaflet by beat of drums'' 

(c) Is the Ron’lde Minister aware that in consequence a large 
number of loanees of Bajanagor, Ilashara and Shekharnagor Tnioiis in 
Munshiganj subdivision in Dacca used u]) the cajiilal re([uir(Ml for weekly 
Aurn ]>urchase, sold off jilough-ejittle, corrugated iron iiom the roots of 
living huts, boiils and other goods at considerable sacritice to save 
themselves from the (dire) conseipKOices of non-compliance ^ 

(d ) If the answer to (c) is in th(‘ allirmative, will the Ilon'ble 
Minist(M be phmsed to state whtUlu^r (i(t\ernmenl contenijdate jMwng 
compi'iisation to those who ma\ be found on en(piir\ to havi' suffered 
on account oi the I’onduct of the (dliceis ol (iovernnieni r' 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (o I Tin' annoance- 
nicnt was that that no iiuilisal ion would b(‘ madi' “//// tin* harvc^t t»f 
104(1* and not “till after the harvest (d Iftdt)”. 

(A) (/) The circular was issued b\ the Cinh' Dllicer, Munshiganj 
West, but not at tin* instance of the District Magisirate of Dacca. 

(//I and {in) Yes. 

(c) No. 

{d ) Does not arise. 

Conversion of reserved forests into pasture grounds. 

•S4. Dr. SANAULLAH: (</) With icfereme to .starred question 
No. 137, dated the 0th August, IBlt). will the Ilon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Forest and Excise Department be pleased to state in rela- 
tion to the rommitee appointed by the (lovernment — 

(/) the terms of reference; 

(f/) the name.s of members of the said Uommitfee; 

{tit) the number of times the said (Vimmittee have met; and 
{iv) whether any rejxirt has been submitt<‘d by themy 

(h) If the answer to (n) {iv) is in the negative, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister lie pleased to state the reason thereof ^ 
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MINiSTm in charge of the FOREST and EXCISE DEPART- 
MENT (the Hontilo Mr. Prasanna Dab Raikut): ia) u) umi (m) The 

terms of reference and the names of the memWs of the Unmmittec are 
givea in (Jovernmeut ]{es(diiti(>n No. 7‘.?Td-For., dated the lL*0th July, 
1940, which was published at |xiges 2tt5T-bS, I*nrt I t'f the C alcutta 
Gazette of the 25th uU vi, A copy of the Kesolutioii is, h(>\M*\er, laid 
on the Library table. 

(ni) The roniniittee have not \et met. 

(le) No report has been submit te<l. 

• (h) The Committee are not expecti'd to submit a re|>i)rt until they 

have (ornluded theit delibeiations. 


Grievances of tenants in Sundarbans area. 

*96. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT MAZUMDAR; m Will the 

Jloiriile Minister in liaiire ot tin* UrNrnue Depaitment lie jih-aved to 
state — 

(/) N'ln’tliiM' lie lef-t-ntil ji deputation on behalf o| Suiidarban 
tenants ( It u ji.iiimri-.Miad anui) r«*''iding within the jui’is<lif‘- 
tion ot ILi'-nahad t)olirf.vt.it nui within the snfi()j\ i^ion of 
Ha^iihat, nri tlo- 2>'lh reliiuai\. Ittltt; and 

(Ol \\li'‘t!iei he tiKo I'eieixed p“tition'' on their lM*}ialf on the 2Hth 
l'\‘brnai>. and th« 2lih .Iul\, I94t)? 

(5) A\dll the lloij'lth- Mi?ii«^ttr be jdeaseil to ■•tatf' wliethm an 
enipiiry was In Id in the mattii l»v the ('ollec tor of (he 2LIh'irganaH 
during the period betwi-en (lie :.M(fi ami (he 2t)th Novmnber, I940y 

<( ) Has the (’olhi tor '•ulmittett his repoit^ 

id) If s(i, uilj the Hon ble Miiii-^ter be pleased to ]:i\ on tin* tabb* — 

(0 Collector’s repf^rt ; and 

(//j cojiies of the petitions, ieM‘i\ed by him, on behalf of the 
tenants!" 

(cl Does the llun'bie Minfsiei roniemplate visiting the spot; if 
so, when!" 

ij) What steps does the Iloii’ble Minister profiose taUng to redress-' 
the grievances of the .Sundarban tenants? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: {ai to in Yes. 

id} The report of the Collet tor is a confidential document and can- 
not 'be laid on the table. 
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The report is now' under examination in consultation i^ith the 
local officers. No useful purpose will be served by lading copies of 
the petitions on the table before the matter is thoroughly examined 
by (Government. 

(e) 1 may visit the locality if I find it necessary after examination 
of the points raised in the petitions. 

(/) Til in must wait till the examination referred to in the reply 
to (d) and (e) above. 

Mr, NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether the enquiry conducted by the 
Collector was a public enquiry or a private enquiry*:^ 

The Hon’bte Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It was a public 
enquiry. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon ble 

Minister be |dea^^ed to state whether evidence was given by innumerable 
inhabitants of the locality publndy and submitted to the Magistrate ^ 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 believe so, 

Sir. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon ble 

Minister be ])leased to state the reasons w'hy he ennsi<lers the report of 
a public’ en(juir> not in tbc‘ piiblie interest to be placed betore menibc'rs 
of this House? 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, it is never 
the practice of (lovernmeiit to plaee betore the Legislature correspon- 
denee between (ic>\ ernment and the local officers. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to state wliether he is personally making a careful 
study of that. re]>ort? 

^ The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir. I can 
assure my lioinmrab]»‘ friend that I am taking a keen interest in tlie 
matter and (lovernmeiit hope to come to a decision very soon on the 
. question. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Eon bie 

Minister be pleased to state from his study of the report and the 

attendant eircumstanees whether he is aware that the report reveals 
that out of 17 years there was crop failure for about 10 years with only 
7 years’ yield P 
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nMHonll^ Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir. 1 am not 

in a position to disclose facts mentioned in the report. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMOAR: Will the Hon ble 

Minister be pleined to state %^hether it is n fact that the report staled 
that the conditions were much or.se than those dt‘seribed in the 
pet'itionP 

Mr. SPEAKER: Th at (jUe">tion d(H‘-< not arise. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: K it the fear of 

expo-Mire !" 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not mind whether you are exjiosial or he is 
expo.s(‘d 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which anawer was laid on the table) 

Application of the Jute restriction scheme. 

37. Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE; Will the Hon ble 

Minister in (liai^re of tlie A^rr leiilture and IiohiNtries DejMrtment be 
pliM-'ed t«' >liite — 

(f/' wlietlief tli«‘ attention <d the ( io\ <*! ti men t ha*' Iteen drawn to 
tlie re'idutidii <,\o 7* pU'-^ed at the Aiial Itil ( ’on ft*reiiee 

held at Malil-amla on llth .lanuaiy. 15M1, under the 
pre''ident''hip of Dr. Sure-'h (’handr.i Haneijee in view’ of 
the hai e.Xpei jem cd by the eulti\ator- due to uniloriil 

ajiplieutioii of th** re‘‘tri«tion nih*H irfe.spective of tho 
amount of laml p(^s-»es^ed hv iinlivi*lual Miltivators; and 

(h) whither tlie (iovernment int*'n«l to modify their jute restric- 
tion .seheme in Ie^pe<•t of — 

(i) fixing' a minimum aei**a>:e in the case of poor cultivatorB, 
and 

(ii) pivin^s^ complete freedom in regard to the choice of fields 
the cultivators may sow' within the limits fixed by the 
Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) Yes. 

. ’(f>) (t) No. 
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iii) Under tlie Aet, every j^rower may choose the fields or plots 
upon which lie desires to ^»‘row jute within the limit of one-third of last 
year’s recorded acreage. The Union Jute Committees have been set up 
to see that the ^^rowers are ^iven a proper choice. The Act does not 
permit the issue of licences without specifying the land comprised 
within the licensed area. Cases in which a chan^^e of land covered by 
the licence becomes unavoidably necessary are jirovided for under flec- 
tion 11 of the Act, which allows an apjilication to be filed to the 
Colleidor for this purpose. 


STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral answer was given) 

Mr. SPEAKER: We will now take tlic pending question No. *TS. 

I think it would lx* better if henc(d(»rth lUui’ble Minister wlio had 
been absiuit — 1 am not H]>eaking ot any individual Minister — could 
come to till' Iloust* with the pending replies, lihts of which are always 
supplied to tli(* departimuits. 


Extension of service to Deputy Director of Sericulture, Berhampore. 

•78. Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS; {a) Will the llon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries IX*partment be 
pleased to state wind her the Depot \ Director of Siu iculture at Ilerham- 
pore is on extension of service? 

(5) If the answer to {a) is in the attirmative. will the Ilon'ble 
Minister Ik* ])leased to state — 

(;) when such extension w’as granted to him and for what terms; 
and 

(//) w’hen the oeriod of his extension wull exj>ire? 

(r) Is it in the contemplation of Government to grant him any 
further extension? 

{(i) If the answer to (c) is in the affinnative, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason thereof? 

* The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: [a) Yes. 

(6) (i) 111 January, 1941, for a jieriotl of four months with 6Sect 
from the 2drd Decemlier, DM0. 

(fi) On the 22nd April. 1941. 

(c) Not at present. 

(d) Does not arise- 
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Mr. CHANDRA SEN: Sir, I gave in>tice of an luljourumeiit 

motion 

Mr. SPEAKER: I su\ that I ret»irueiJ hack to Calcutta only 

about an hour ago. aiul I liavr* not Wen able to go througii the fileH. 1 
propox' to go thiougli them ainl give in\ tlecision to-inorrow. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: In that case. Sir. we hope 
the liuestion ot iirgenc\ will be waive:). 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ye. 

GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURi: Sn. arc you taking up 

tln‘ general (liM U''Nion ot the Itudget now 

Mr. SPEAKER; Now. it i>eltei tliat >ou ib'clile on the 

proccilure yon sfionld follow in tin* matter ot cut motions. What 1 
suggest is tliat it would he loiuenieiit it (he wiiijis of parties were t») 
meet together and coiiic to sonic soit of con<-cr(ed agreement. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Sir. so tar as wt‘ (two 

parties* are eoiicerned, we liad an intonua! discu.ssion with onr irienrls. 
1 ha\e gi\en tinee names and Mr I. D. .lalan and Mr. Ashiitosti 
Mulln’k will he speaking on tlieii hidialf. l'he>e are the five names 
from (hi" side (d the House lor the timi' heing. 

Mr. SPEAKER ; I'oi (Im* time heiiig. I will allow one memhfT 
from eaeli gioup till I exliaust Ho* whole list. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURi: Mr Speaker. Sir, in 

e.xplaining (lie mi^eah nlatnms tor the \eai Itt 5fM(l that weie rehjmn- 
sihle tor the conversion <*1 an antieipate<l defieit. anticipated on ri’Vised 
estimates, of 14 l.ikhs on revenue aeeount to a surplus of (ill laklis, thg 
Hon hle the Financ- Ministi-r has made tlie tolhivving ohservatioii : — 

“I'N’cii in normal years it is not always easy to forecast the r<‘sult 
of a year’s working with uccuraev, Imt in time.s sur-li as tliow we^are 
jio\^,[>assing through, it is asking tf>o much to expect imdgetiiig to pre- 
war standards of accuracy.” 

•Here two things are suggested — fl) that the pre-war standard of 
budgeting in Bengal under the preM*nt regime was highly accurate, 
and (2) that Mr. SuhrawardyV revisionarv performance regarding the 
Budget of 19d9-40, proved largely inaccurate by actuals, wa« vitiated 
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by the war. Now, both these suggestions would be anything but 
true; for the pre-war Budgets of the present Government, whether the 
reveriiK* estimates for or those for lO-lS-dO, were characterised 

by larg(* 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir. where is the 
lion 'hie Finance Minister'' 

Mr. SPEAKER: You have heaid that he is ill. T have been 
informed that he will tiy to come as soon a^ ])ossil)le. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: In the meanwhile who 

will ])(' taking noles (»f what is being said during ilie general discussion 
in liis absence?' 

Mr, SPEAKER: I take it that it is a joint n‘s])onsibility. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sn. should 1 lontinue 
to sjieak in the abseiu'e of the Ilon'bb* Finance Ministeiy Wlm is 
going to attend to \i>y Who will answer the [)oints raised by us^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: Th at 1 cannot say. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: It sc*ems that nobody lakc‘S 
the Budget discussion seriously. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Notes will he taken, but 
there are many points raised which do not deseiwe to be taken notice 
of. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Sir, will the llon'ble C'liief 
Minister withdraw' it?* It is highly indecorous. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: We will take notes of 
points which, in ipir judgment, recjuire to be answered. But whether 
a point recjuires to be answered or not is entirely our lookout. 

Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: The Don ble Chief Minister 
ought to withdraw the words that he actually used which were (jften$ive 
and insulting to the Hou.se, that things are said which deserve no 
notice. He is Iniund to and he is paid to take notes. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 cannot ask him to take notes — that is a matter 
l)etweexi you and him. 
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• Mr* TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, wi* may have rejrard for 
somebody, weViay have coutempt for somelHidy, but we cauiiot express 
them iu this House. 

Mr, SPEAKER: I have allowed \ou to make your remarks. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, in view of what 
•ha^ been stated hy the honourable l)eput\ lioader of thi> sidt*. may we 
know whether the Lea<ler ol tlie House eon>idt‘rs it fit to say something 
•in re‘'jioii''(‘ t(» what tiie honourable J)eputv lauuler .sanlh* 

Mr, SPEAKER: Innnediately after, the Ilon'ble Chiet Minister 
has said that it should be left to them to d(‘ei<le vvhieh points re(juin*d 
to be taken nott‘ of. I'hey may eonsider <’ertain [loints not wairth 
rep]yiii^»- to. I do not think that tlnu’e is anything' wron^’ in it. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, I humbly want to 
sulumt t(» ^(lu that the honoinabU* IK*put\ header ot this side made an 
olisrivation with letetenee to what the Ibifl’ble Chief Minister had Said 
and alter thi> <discr\ at mn (d the l)«*puly l.ejider, ordinar\ decorum 
rleniaiid- that tlie Cliiet Minister should makr* a statement whelhtu* tlo‘ 
honotnalde l)epnt\ l.eadei of this vide misunder "tood him or whetln'r 
t)ie tdltMiee that tlie homiijrabh' I)e}mt\ Leadei had taken was warianled 
<u not 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZtUL HUQ: Sir, I shall malo my 

froMiion I dear. I never meant anv ilisrespei t to anybody, Durinjtr 
tht‘ four di«\s diseussion huttdt(ds oi thintrs will be sai<l arid you eaniiot 
expect that all the points that are raisid will be answered. We will 
use our discretion as regards what points will be answered or are cb'serv- 
ing of an answer and what things will be left out. We .shall take 
notes aee«»rdingly. I have said nothing further than that. 

Mr. I. D. JALAN: Sir, may we know whnh Minister is taking 
down noti*s on behalf of the Ilon’ble Finance Minister — the Ilon’ble 
Chief Minister, or all of themy 


The Hon*ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I urn taking down notes. . 
^At tins stage, the Hon ’hie Mr. Sulirawardy entered the f’humher.) 

Mr. NIHARENHU ilUTTA MAZUMDAR: In impon»e to the 
Hou’ble Finance Minister’ii enquiry, may we know what wa# bi& 
trouble ? 
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Mfi SPEAKER: TliiH much is clear that during the Budget dis- 
cuftnion it in parliamentary ronvention that the Finance MinistcT should 
lie here, hut if in* is too ill to he present throughout, somebody should 
remain in charge to the knowledge of the Speaker for taking down notes 
•on his behalf. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I shall try my 
level l)est to stay here as long as I can, but my friends will forgive me 
if I urn unable to stay here throughout. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, as 1 was telling 
you, here two things are suggested — (1) that tht* jire-war standard of 
budgeting iri Bengal under the jiresent regime was highly a<*curate, 
and (2) that Mr. Suhrawurdy’s revisionar\ jiertonnanee regarding the 
iludget of Btdft-KI, proved largely inaccurate by actuals, uas vitiated 
by th(* war. Now, both these suggestions would be anything but 
true; for the jire-war Budgets of ihv present (lovernmenl, wluMher 
tht' r(*venue estimates for UKIT-'IS or those for 19d8-d}), w’ere charaettTised 
by liirg(‘ variations as found by the audit re^>orts on th(‘ accounts of 
those y(*ars. If there was a rise of 7-1 lakhs counterbalanced by a 
fall of 128 lakhs in 19d7-’t8, a fall of 8!I lakhs was only partially set 
off by a rise of b;} lakhs in 19d8-‘10. When such reckles^s estimates 
coupled witli thoughtless exjjansion of exjumditure on non-essential 
matters o[)en(‘d u]) the pros])eets of an early bankruptcy and the cast* 
tor iM‘w la.\.ation had to be inatle out, there came to be a changt* in 
the }»olicv of niakijtg estimates. Tlie Budg(‘t for 19'U)-40 synclironising 
M'itli the Finance Act t»f 19‘{9 reflected that change of policy when the 
autlntr of tin* Budget (»f l9-iJf-IO turnetl round to undert‘'<t imate receijtts. 
Our recei]»ts have come to bt* underestimated since then, the Hon’ble 
Air. Suhrawardv mt*rely ])ursuing with great(‘r determination the trick 
of his prtnlecessor. Whib* in the Budget for 19‘{{)-40, 2d9 lakhs were 
ostimated under (bistoms, Mr. Suhrawardv on revision brought the 
figure down to 2(K) lakhs. W as liund Ke\enue estimated originally 
at d94 lakhs y Mr. Suhrawardv thoug^ht it pro]»er to reduce it to .‘ITS. 
Was the growth (»f the Fxci'^e Beveinn*. as usual, underestimated by 
his pre(b»ct‘>sory 'I’he Hon’ble Air. Suhrawaidy. tin* Aluslim Finance 
Alinister of the League (Tovernment, could only keep back the bounding 
figures under that head and show on revision only IbO.J lakhs instead 
of l’>7. The net result, as now dixdo.sed, is that, apart from other 
revenue heads, our actuals under those three heads are better by 22, 
8 and b lakhs lively tlian the revised estimates — “windfalls'.’, on 

which Air. Suhrawardv now comes to congrat\ilate himself, (bmijtared 
with the Budget estimates for 1949-49. what were the variations in 
the actuals likey lict me (piote from the audit report of 1940, just 
published — “The inerea.se of 54,90 in rev#»nue receipts was the net effect 
of a rise of 90,98 under some he, ads and a fall of 37,08 under others,** 
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I.C., a tfet ui|dert‘stimate of more than half a (Tore. War lui't ever 
been responsible for Budjret deti<‘its, but the Hon ble Mr. Siihrawardy 
niu.st make the ‘’times as those we are now jiassin^^ through*’ responsible 
for a surplus in What a (tod’s eliosen man must he be! 

And how deliberate was the trick!' When the Budget for 
was presented. I hud from the Opposition Biuich tlu* (i*merit\ to (jues- 
tion the wilful underest imate> of n‘venue. I said: — 

“Coming to the Budget before us, we see tliat it ])r(‘sents eiTtain 
.peculiar features In the first jihu'c, receipts have heeti fo a ('ertain 
extent underestmiated. It. Sir, overestimation is a vice, c»*rtain]\ 
underestimation is no virtue in finame. bor example, the llon'hb* 
the Finance Minister ha^ i‘\pected only Its. lakhs bcftiT under 
’Income-tax . I believe he is mist.iken. and lie has not takim into 
account the r('\e!iue surplus m the ‘ltailu;>\’ Budg(‘fs f(»r Ifh’lS-df) and 
Ther«' ua^ ni*arly Its. 4<t lakhs of better ri'venue in ItfiS-.’tf) 
and tlorc is aii estimated surplus of ‘Jl-'i lakhs in 0 h‘ ’ItailwaC Budget 
for the coming \eai If he had taken that into ucrount, he uould not 
ha\e (‘xpected only Us 1.1 lakhs bettiT undt*r ‘Inc<»mc-ta\’.’’ 

But, Sir. ihnvn came Mr, Suhra\( ard} s pnalcr essor on me with 
the remark • — 

“Mr. Ch audliuri has (litnisod my estim.itt's, and has said that siiM'e 
railway eaininL''s had im]iro\e<l, there was no reason why our estimates 
shot, lid err so mmh on the wrong sole Not only has Mr. ( 'himdhun 
not adeijuately lealisnl the relation beiween railway earnings and 
jinoincial le^enues, hut, in this pariieiilar ease, he has resorteil to 
not a creditahh* de\ icc in (pioting Sir 4’honias Stewart in trying to 
condemn mv < st imaies 

And, Sir, to sh(»w adetpiatc realisation of tlie ri lat ionsliip between 
raihvay earnings and proMiu i il revenues, In* (pioted Sir Thomas Stewart 
in full where 1 nuote<l him in ]ia?t. and he referred to the *‘ahsurdit\ 
of my e<mtenli«m hut. Sir. I have now lived to see the absurdity 
of an estimate (d d!? lakhs in the phoe of ari lotual of d(i lakhs, an 
appreciation of more than SI) pci cent, umler one sing],* losol tif “Inconu*- 
tax” accounted toi by the Auditor-( General as due in a large measure 
to “impro\ed railway earning's." 

Xow'. let me pass on to the «*stimates )f»r BMO-fl. r c., tlie current 
year, which furnish another (‘xanipli* of the same old trii k of under- 
estimation of receijits and underprovision of expeiidilure just to work 
.ou4.and exaggerate a proHjieetive deficit. Thus nueifits have Iicen 
revised do>vn to the extent of 4o lakhs under “Customs," 10 laklis under 
“Stamps,’' 7 lakh-t under “Band Ueveriue,*' and f» lakhs under the head 
“Administration of Justice" and so forth, and the result anticipated 
on revision is that our total ^eeeijits on rex’enue account wull go down 
by 15 lakhs. Honourable 'members yill rememlier that 11^ lakhs was 
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shown UH antiripated deterioration in the statement circulated on the 
'trd instant. If in less than a fortnight there can be an improvement 
of 4 lakliH, it will not be too much, I think, to expect that on the whole 
the actuals would exf^eed the total figure of the original estimate by a 
good few lakhs. Again, who is there to guarantee that much of the 
increased expenditure budgeted for the nation-building departments 
w'ill not remain unspt'nf and be eventually surrendered us has consist- 
ently been the case in the past years of the present regime for want 
of mature s<'bernesy Does anybody re(tuire to be reminded that last 
\eiir we were tlireatened with an anticipated deficit ot 14 lakhs on the 
rc\ise(I estimate for l9d()-40 when, in reaiitx, we ha^e had a sur]dus 
of GO lakhs to swell our ofiening balance of the current year? 

Even assuming for argument’s sake that our Finance Minister’s 
revised <*alculations for the current year will ea(‘h and all come true, 
wliat will bi‘ the ijosition at the end of thi> year with an exi>ected 
deficit (d' lOd lakhs fui r(*venue account!'' AVhen our revised o|)ening 
balance will stand at 2!T lakhs instead of at the poorer oiiginal estimate 
of 155, who can see the immediate necessity ot a stupeiidoib taxation 
measuii* (ui the result (d the w(»rking <d the cm lent year e.vcept 
Mr. W’alker and his group!*' 

Hut you are forgetting tlie Budget — the ("'tiuiates for 1941-42 — I 
shall be t(d<l. Hut what is that ]>recious texture sjuin iml again of 
miscalculatirms and make-lH‘lieV(‘s? AV’ell. next year in comparison 
with the revised figures of the eurrent year our (’tist<>ms leeeijits will 
h(‘ better liy only 5 lakhs heeatiso shippinji iaeilitn***. aecoidirig to the 
Ilon'hle Mr. Suhrawaidy, will iixTeast*! Ineoim--tax will ylebl <mly 
a trifle of 5 lakhs more heiauise Sir Andrc'vv Clow is gointr to tailleet 
from the Hailways a stirjdus <d' 14 in.stead ot S crores during the eurrent 
\ear and t'stimates — an original estimat<‘ — e<dlect nearl\ a surplus 
of 12 crores in the next ! Excise will \ield not a rupee better appanmt- 
ly, because during the past five years receipts under this bead have 
lieen imreasing by leaps and bounds and they promi'>-e t(» increase by 
ten lakhs in tlu‘ eurrent year alone owing t(* the introdiietion (d a 
eheap(‘r variety of country li([Uor and to the larger supply of obnoxious 
drugs! Sueli are the pani<b»xes of the situation in which all that our 
Finance Minister can liope for is an increase cd a few lakhs only on 
the ret'oipt side, viz., l,4(k'l lakhs in place of tlie revised total of l,d82 for 
the current year; and this we are given to understand will fall short 
of the expenditure programme of l,5d7 lakhs by 144 lakhs — a liberally 
anticipated deficit awaiting to be covered by and furnishing the 
reason for the Finance Sales Tax. A distribution, however, of merely 
TTJ lakhs is shown in Appendix II of the Finance Minister’s statement. 
There, again, we see that Education, Public Health, Industries, Co» 
operation and Irrigation together account for the proposed increased 
expenditure to the extent of 34 ^lakhe only, and yet we are solemnly 
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told tliat^“pr5ctically the whole of the increase is under nation-huilding 
departments.’* The facts, on the other hand, are that the largest share 
in the increa.sed exi)en(liture niearly ?0 lakhs) g(»e.s to “('ivil Works” 
for ‘building Beguingaiij, for acquiring lands for the extension of 
Oovt^rnnient oftices in Calcutta, and for Police buildings. About 
lakhs will go to ‘‘(rencral Administration” and nearly 2 lakhs to “Police’’ 
in addition to the b lakh'^ extra grant receiveil by it during the current 
year. “Commutation of }*ensions and Superannuation Alio\uinces” 
•will have an addition of 12 and “I.and Revenue” 2\ lakhs. Even 
^^Excise” will get about an extra lakh, t«»r to build th(‘ nation not only 
Min* continued :iitra«'ti«)n <d a eheapiT litjmu i^ neeessarv to yiidd better 
revenues, but "larger indent ol opium” too. 

In comdu^ion, Sir. I ha%»* to say a t<‘W words as to how far the 
imperative necessity *>1 a big taxation nnuc^ure a- the Sales 'Pax is 
established b\ the hiiam ial statement and the Budget before us. \\'hcn 
the measure iv still under eonsid(Tatiori, this question very naturally 
arises in one’s mind in eonneetion with tlo' dismission of tlo* estimales 
for lbll-42. llonourahle meinlMTH are aware that up till P)dJ)-lt) the 
accounts ot not a >ini:le year smee th(‘ introduction of tlie new (’oiisti- 
tutiori have djsi htsed an actual deficit in sjute of lavish expendittiri‘ 
on communal urge The first y<‘ai. i.r.. yiehhal n .surplus of 

1,17 laklis. Ill the srcfuel yeai (IH'tS-gti our expenditure was halam’t'd 
by the reieipt" In the ihnd \ear 'Ib-lb-lO) there was a surplus of 
(>1 lakhs on the rt \eiiue u<eMunt. It is only in lh<* eiirreiil \eai- that 
our estimates gne U'- for tlo' tiisi time an idea ol a big deficit whieh 
even if it matei lali'.i ^ in lull can be ea-^ily iinU tiom tlie balance leaving 
Us still about 2 erore** > l.b2 lakh>» as our (qn*inng balame for the coming 
year in which it i*' estim.ii<‘d there will be a deficit again of 11*4 lakVis. 
But the estimated deficit is [tascd rm three suppositimis. m/., (|) that 
the proposed new* exjxuidit uk- of Si) lakh.s must be undertaken in the 
coming year and cannot be allowed to v>ni\ f<»r anoth<*r vear, (2) that 
the Bengal Uinanee Minister has suddenly become infallible and there 
can be no such improvement in the current vear as luippcned only in 
the last to the tune of 74 lakh-, and (-b that the e-timal»*s of rc’ceipls 
for the coming year have iiot been gro-'^ly undereHtlmated as all indirui' 
tions p(»int that they have been. Suppose* for a moment then that the 
new expei'diture of SO lakhs can be jK»st|)oned lor a year, then the 
estimated deficit will (omc down to 54 lakhs only. Supp<»se a^ain 
there is any surb imjirovement in our receipt.^ in the current and the 
coming years as haiqiencd only in the last year, there will be no such 
deficit as anticipated. The (pie.Htion of giving full effect to the prrqto.sals 
•fof’ new expenditure in the nation-building departments is at best a 
question of -34 lakb.s only which, we believe, can be found by retrench- 
ment only if the Government seriously care for it. Unlortunately, 
however, the present Government have never seriously considered the 
qtiestion of retrenchment even*wl^ei^ faced with the alleged necessity of 
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imponinj^ new tax burdens. For it cannot be denied that'll Irrigation, 
Scientific Subjects, Education, Medical, Public Health, Agriculture, 
Veterinary, Co-operation, Industries, Cinchona together have been 
allowed an increase of about 15G lakhs under the present reforms, 
expenditure on other departments has been allowed to grow by not 
less than 207 lakhs. Without retrenchment in this latter sphere, the 
Government have no moral right to demand fresh sacTifice from an 
overburderH'd i)eople. Such an obligation was almost always recognised 
under the Mont ford Reforms and the mere prospect of a deficit without 
an cn(|uirv into the question of retrenchment was liardly recognised 
as a warrant for new- taxation measures. 

On these grounds, Sir, we invite the l.egi>latiire not to pass the 
Budget us ])reHented and take u])on themselves the responsibility of 
passing tlie Fifianee Sales Tax Act under consideration. Not even the 
proposed dd lakhs of extra expenditure in connection witlj the nation- 
huilding departments can be a sufficient inducement r)r juslification for 
sudden inflation of our expenditure programme by more than a crore 
in these v\ar tiim*s, nor (fven the voting of an instalment (jf immortality 
to tlu* great founder of tin* Chakhar College may constitute an urgent 
necessity for dealing ti mortal stroke to the tax-]»ayers of tlie province 
W'hen they and our n*venue sources, sueli us Customs, aie reeling under 
war blows. 

Mr. I. D. JALAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 regret I cannot congratulate 
the TJon’hle the Finance Minister on the Bndg-et that he has produced 
before this TToiise. In doing so, my friend Mr. Rai Cbaudhuri- has 
dealt with the facts and figures, and I need not rppt‘at the very same 
arguments which he has made in this House to-day. The salient fact 
which stands out is that the Ilon’ble the Finance Minister has produced 
a Budget and has asked us to provide Rs. 1,T2,00,000 in order to enable 
him to balance the Budget. 

Sir, now we have g(d to understand the fundamental principles upon 
which the finances of this Government are based. It is a matter of 
common knowledge that when the Ministry took otfice it had a very 
comfortable surplus, and after four years of its administration the 
Ministry is coming forward with proposals for taxation after taxation 
on this unfortunate province. The Hon’ble the Finance Minister has 
(oinc forward with a Sales Tax in spite of serious opposition with 
regard to it, and I believe that his estimates have been presented to the 
House with a view to have the sanction of this House to the Bill as pro- 
jK)sed by the Hou’ble the Finance Minister. 

Sir, we have sel^n that, iso far as the policy of this Govemmeitir is 
concerned, it is not quite satisfactoiy from any point of view, and under 
the cin umstances the so-called nation-building activities of Government 
lose a great deal of their charm. There is no doubt a jugglery of figures 
by which ordinary men are expected to be bewildered and to admit that 
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there 18 a hug^ deficit, and for that we must agree to a taxatioa measure. 
Bht, Sir, ^he ^on'ble the Finance Minister ought to have realised that 
he has got to cut the expenditure according to our coat, and he cannot 
go oi; increasing expenditure after ex|)enditiire at a time when we cannot 
[Kjssibly bear it. When the Ministry look jK>wer, the {lopular cry was- 
that the bureaucratic Govcniment hud a tojvheavy administration, that 
the bureaucratic Government spent a giM)d deal (d immey on “Folice*' 
and .other non-essential items, and that the bureaucratic Government 
was not spending anything for natiou-huihling activities. What do we 
find under the so-called jK^pular regime h We find, Sir, that there has 
Mot been any retrenchment worth the name. So far as the increase ia 
expenditure is concerned, you will find. Sir, that as comi>ared with the 
figures for the exitenditure <m “General Administration’' was 

Its. 1, 4(i, 00, (HK) and in IJMtMI it is Ks. 1 ,04, (K), (MX). Gn “l*ulieo” the 
expenditure in l!l-‘lS-dO was Us. ,0t),(MH) and in 1040-41 it is 
Its. 2,-:{0,00,000. On “Oivil Works” it was Hs. 1 ,;Jl8.(K).0(H) and in 
1040-41 it is Hs. 1 ,0S,ttO,(M)O. You aill find therefore. Sir, that in res- 
jKHt of “Geiienil A<lininistrati(in“ there has been an iiu'reuse of exjien- 
diture to the extent of Us. 18 lakhs. In llie case of “Polite” the^ 
iiH reuse has been to the ext4*nt 4»f Us. 17 lakhs and “(Svil Works" has 
clairiKMl a >ery heavy share to the extent of Us. 40 hikhs, Thend’ore,. 
one i>urt (d tiie ])rogriiiinne which u as regaided as a popular progruinine 
before the ininistiy caine to powei was that there W4mlil U* r4'trenrlinM*nt 
in the l4>j>-heavv administration of this pnuince ami tliut enough nn)ncy 
will be found in order to provi^le for the nation-lmilding a<‘tiviti4*s. 

We find on the contrary that tlial lias 4'om<* 4»ut t4> be untrue. So far 
as the nation-building activiti4's are concerned, iioIhuIv else would wel- 
come more the jjrojiosals which tlie Gfiveriiincfit have made in onler to 
improve the lot 4d the pcM>]>le of this province. But what we find to-tlay 
is, Sir, that the Government are not moving with a plan, well devised 
and well organised, in order to improve the lot of our pc^ople. The 
mainstay of our j^eople i.s agriculture, trade and commerce. Without 
improvement in agriculture, it is impiissiblo for us t4> iru^rease the pur- 
<‘hasing caiMicity of the j>eople and witlnmt prosperity in trade and com- 
merce, it is eciually impossible that we can raise the iieceHsary flnanc^f 
which will be necessary in order to increase our exinm.ses on ualitin- 
buildiug activities. 

So far as agriculture is concerned, the policy which the Governmeul 
have followed in the main is to secure a high price for the jute-grow’ers 
of this province. I have got every admiration for the ministr>''s dei^ire 
to inprove the .V)t of the growlers and the tillers of the soil. But the 
fact remains, whether the policy which the Government have Iwen 
pursuing even with regard to this very substantial matter is what 
should have been pursued by a Government shrewd enough to under- 
stated where the interests of the people lie. When the war bredte out. 



44 


BUDGET DISCUSSIO!^. 


[25th Feb., 


the ministry took it into their heads that the prices of jnte e^ould ri^e 
as hig-h as possible, in spite of warnings from the trjide that any 
abnormal rise in prices is bound to react and react very unfavourably 
in the next year, and that there is bound to be an abnormal crop which 
will be a matter of serious concern to this Government. The Govern- 
ment ought to have known that in one of the previous years when jute 
prices went up to Ks. 140, it was followed by a serious depression and 
that depression lasted for several years, and they ought to have taken 
note of that fact in having a projmganda that the prices of jute must 
rise to an abnormal extent. That was the first mistake that the Gov- 
ernment committed. The necessary consequence was an abnonnal 
increase in the crop next year. Then the Government decided about the 
restriction of crop for the year llMO-41. That would have been a wel- 
come measure had the G(»veriiment taken steps at the proper time in 
order to have proper records. But in spite of that, we are quite sure 
that the Government would have proceeded with the restriction measure 
had it not l)een for the fact that the European group were against it. 
The European mill-owners who have got a very preponderating influence 
•over the Government at present were of oj)inion that there should l)e no 
restriction whatsoever and the Government had no other alternative but 
to yield to that. The result is that we have now a crop of 120 lakhs of 
bales. In order to stem the tide of this falling market, Government 
took it into their head that they ought to make purchases in the oiien 
market, not with a plan, not deciding that they are going to keep the 
market at its proper level, whatever the cost may be, not providing for 
enough money in order to enable them to fulfil the requirements and 
their duties with regard to that, but in a very spasmodic way the Gov- 
■ernineut began purchasing jute in the market at the rate of Its. 57 to 
Its. 59 when jute could he had in the market at Its. 10 less than the rale 
at which they did purchase. The Government are still hoarding the 
jute in the hope that they will make a profit. Sir, there are 8urj)rise8 
in this world, and it will be also one of the surprises if Government 
are able to make a jirofit in the near future. At present the jute which 
the Government have purchased is incurring heavy losses. The Gov- 
ernment have mentioned in this Budget that they have incurretl costs 
to the extent of Rs. 80,000 last year, and in the current year they are 
going to incur the cost of storage, etc., to the extent of Rs. 56,000. 
This means Rs. 1,35,000. But the Government are not taking into 
calculation the loss of interest, which will be a very huge figure even 
at 4 i>er cent. Theti, they are not taking into their calculation that as 
time passes on, there will be a shortage in weight and that the quality 
also will deterioBate. (The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy demurted.) 
The quality must deteriorate. When they are going to sell this jute, 
they will find that it will not fetch more than a price of Rs. 29 to Rs.' 30. 
There is a clear loss of Rs. 16 lakhs in the price to-day. I have 
liad talks with those experts who know U to how much cost is incumd 
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in $tora%e^ etc. The cost of storage including interest and shortage 
will be near a*bout Its. 5 |ier Iwile per year. Therefore, we are running 
a loss of Rs. ;i,50,(K)0 every year so long as we store these goods and as 
time passes on, rest assured that the new crop is going to fetch a better 
price than the price which this crop will get. The Hon’ble 
Mr. Suhrawardy may not know, hut the traile knows that under the 
name of 1st marks all kinds of gwds have lieen given to Government, 
and I still say: l-et the Government ask the mcml)ers of the Jute Mill- 
owners’ A\s8ocialion whether they are ready to come to the rescue of 
^the Goveninienl and purchase the jute at tht* same pri<'e or at a price 
which is a little lower than the priee at whit h Government had purehas- 
€m 1. The jute mill-owners are making huge profit , h at the present time. 
The nite of hessian i.s Its. 14 per 100 yards and the rate of jute is Us. •lil-4. 
The cost of ]>roduction per UMt yards is about Ks. 8 or Us. 0 and the 
price they are charging is Its, M, Its. 5 or its. (J is the pndit whic’h 
they ar<‘ making-. Sir, this is the r»*sull of the jnilicy which has heeti 
]>ursued by (fo\ernment I g^o further and .sa> that the recent arrange- 
ment with the mill-<»wners that th<*y will pun-ha.se jutc‘ up to a particular 
limit and up to a jiarticular time ha.s also not Ikhmi fulfilled by these jute 
mills. Th<*y agiecsl jo pun base h\ the loth April ‘Jo lakhs of hales. 
They haM‘ purcha.sed only J1 lakhs, and I do think tluit the Ilon'blo 
I’inante Minister knows that ffo pet cent, of the beiic'fit of this pric'e has 
gone not to the pocket of ciillivators, hut to the pockets of middlemen. 
The llon’hle I'iname Minister ought to know that many mills or 
managing agents have g-ot prac tically their own firms of halers and they 
purchase jute from tluMii. It is taking out front one |H»cket and putting 
it into another. Therefore, u.s a matter of fact, if the jute bud lM*ea 
purebased from cultivators, 1 c-ould have uuderstocsl the {Misition. But 
the jute has not been purchased from the cultivators, hut from the 
middlemen. Therefore, so far as the middlemen are coneerued, they 
say “Long live the Hou’hle Mr. Suhrawardy,’' because under his rt^gime 
they are getting hug'e profits which they never got U«fore. Hut tjie 
cultivators for whom the ministry cdaiins to carry out this scheme are 
not Wnefited suh.stantially. 

With regard to the ixdicy regarding trade and commerce, I should 
say that the policy which the (iovernmenl have been following is al>«o- 
lulely unwise. The (Lnernment have ijassed legislations regarding 
debt and money-lending husines.s. We on this side of the Ilouaa are 
ecjually anxious that the poor raiyaU should get the benefit 
|fu^;(vhat has the Hon’ble Finance Minister done with regard to the 
future credit of this province? Under the Bengal Money-lenders Act 
unnecessary restrictions have been put in in the way of enabling people 
to advance money. We have got personal experience that it is very 
difficult to ask people to lend advance money on account of unneces- 
s^iy botherations regarding keeping pf accounts and sending of this 
.4 
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thing and sending of that. The Hon’ble Minister ought tb have 
divided the whole scheme with regard to the debt into three portions. 
There should have been one scheme for the poor raiyatt; another 
scheme for the past but a better class of debtors; and absolutely a 
different scheme for the future; but Government have not followed that. 

Sir, my time-limit is up, and I cannot go on further; but I can say 
that so far as the Government ix>licy is concerned, whether in regard 
to trade or commerce or with regard to agriculture, it is absolutely 
against the interests of this province, and the Government are not 
justified in asking us for extra money. 

Mt, MUHAMMAD ABUL FAZL: Sir, we are again confronted with 
a gloomy Budget. Revenue receipts are expected to be 14 (Tores and 

3 lakhs. There will thus be a deficit of 1 crore and 34 lakhs on revenue 
account only. And taking into account the deficit on capital and debt 
deposit, the opening Imlance will l)e reduced by I crore oft lakhs, leaving 
a closing balance of 33 lakhs only, (’oming to the revised estimate for 
1940-41 the surjdus of GO lakhs shown in the actuals for ltt39-40 is in 
one single year converted into a deficit of 1 crore 3 lakhs. Allowing 
for the drop of 50 lakhs in the revenue receipts tliere is still alK)ut 
53 lakhs to account for. Nearly the whole of this amount has l)een 
explained as jjrovision made for jute regulation and jute jmrehase. If 
this sum were excluded, tlie result would have been an expenditure of 

4 lakhs more on nation-building departments such as ‘‘Irrigation’’, 
“Iklucation”, “Medif'al”, “Agriculture’’, “Industries”, “Veterinary”, 
“Co-oj)eration’’, “Debt (Conciliation”, “Public Health” and “Scientific 
Departments” than the actuals for 1939-40. 

Sir, the Hon’ble the Finance Minister has atlmitted in his statement 
that “the Agricultural Department has been so starved all these years 
that the existing staff cannot fulfil more than a fraction of its obliga- 
tions” and also that “the Irrigation Department is nothing short of a 
scandal”, w^here “the number of officers is so inadeqtiate that it is 
impossible for them to tackle more than a fraction of the many com- 
plex problems with which the department is flooded.” 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Alml Fazl, will \ou kindly wait a minute? I 
nm not feeling v('ry well, and .so I hope the House will excuse me if the 
Deputy Speaker will now conduct the business of the House. 

(At this stage, Mr, Deputy Speaker lotik the CTiair.) 

Mr. MUHAMMAD ABUL FAZL: Sir. the Iloo’ble the Finance 
Minister has made much of the nation-building departments, and ho has 
sought te justify some of the exjienditures budgeted for the coming 
vear. The term “nation-building” has many times been misused and 
misapplied by the ministry for the last tour years of their service for 
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the provlbce. ^ The expenditures ineurred and projMised to be incurred 
have amply shown that the ministry lack that directing, imaginative 
and constructive mind which alone can sjieiid public money on construc- 
tive lines. The Finance Minister has not only not taken due note m his 
Budget of the extraordinary situation brtmght about by the present war 
with disastrous results on the taxable capacity of the iHH>ple, but also 
large expenditures have been budgeted, some of which hud better l»e 
Jjeld up on account of the emergency. “Pc»lice'* is as usual a substan- 
tial beneficiary. It was 1?,21 lakhs in 2,2H lakhs in UK19-40, 

2ySQ lakhs in 1940-41 (revised) and 2.dS lakhs in l{m-42 — an increase 
of 17 lakhs in four years. Then comes ‘*l!klucation/' the largest item 
in the Budget in whi( h the increase is to the extent of 14 lakhs. Half 
of this has been provided for grants to IMstrict School Boards for deve- 
lopment of primary education. The tax-puy<*rs knowing us they do 
the composition of these Boards, the unsatisfactory manner in which 
free scho(ds ari' In'ing establisjird and the iiia<le(|uu1e provisions of the 
entire .scheme will gi't but little <uum* for t'<imfori. Of the luilanee 
only U lakhs has he(*n set apart for the educational ad\ anctutnuit of the 
Scheduled t'astes. This sum is not only in;Hle<juati*, but the provisions 
thereof show the mean meiitality of the ministry which seem only to 
cat(di the votes of the Scheduled Castes inslea<l of real benefit to these 
pcviple. Then (omes (he grant to the Lndv Bra bourne ('ollege w'hich 
since its inception has been an object of NjH‘< iai patronage to th(' forget- 
fulness of the (T\ing educational needs of th<‘ masseM. 

Then, again, there is a provision of 9.-1 lakhs for “(Jcneral Adminis- 
tration.” 'riiis 95 laklis is ie»|uired for the reorganisation of the Hural 
Reconstruction Department. We well know hc»w this money for rural 
recon.^t ruction welfare is utilised ff)r |wditi<’al purposes, and the ministry 
seems ever anxious to do a bit of political job in a subtle inujnier thrrnigh 
this kind of agency. 

The Budget figures thus show the real inclinations of the ministry. 
The public complaint has all along be<m that a major portion of the 
allocation for nation-building activities is consumed in t«iying establish- 
ment charges of this top-heavy administration. The present ministry 
seem to continue that tradition. They want to follow the tradition of 
allocating only a small slice of increased expenditure on nation-building 
deportments, and they want to follow the tradition of giving too much 
importance to law and order at the cost of other services, and tb^re 
hav€^b^^ hone.st effort.^ to improve the nation-building departments. 
ITie poverty-stricken jieople of Bengal have toiled and suffered. The 
tillers of the soil have continued their same miserable existence, and the 
money that has lieen found by stjueezing them has been going to feed 
fat the white elephants in which the masses have no interest ; and ihe 
miplstry want still more. - * 
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Sir, the ministr}’ has shown total lack of the principle ot cutting’ 
one’s coat according to one’s cloth and are dragging the province to 
live beyond its lueaus; and what good can be expected of the ministry one 
of whom has been so mean as to travel from Sealdah to Rajshahi on the 
19th February last by the Serajganj Mail in a first class reserved berth, 
who, on l)eiiig challenged by a Railway Official, could produce only a 
second class ticket; the numl)er of the ticket is 0050. (The Hon’ble 
Mr. II. S. Sriia.^wARDY: Don’t tell a lie.) He stooped further low 
when after i>ayment of the excess fare of Rs. 8-11-8 expressed his desire 
that the matter might not go abroad, particularly in the Press. This 
has been reported in to-day’s papers. 

Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, in 
presenting the Budget for the year 1941-42. the llon’ble the Finance 
Minister has made several statements and has also mentioned several 
facts which are (d considerable importance. While almost every other 
province in India may be regarded a^ progres.sive in regard to whatever 
contrihutes to the material wtdfare oi the people, in Bengal it is other- 
wise. The reason la\ in the tact, as stated by the Hon’ble Minister, 
that the greater part of the monev raised within the Imrders of the 
jjrovince finds its way to the (Vntral Excheipier. This has been. Sir, 
the universal complaint so ably reiterated b\ the Hon’ble Minister. 
If the Hon’ble Minister uent so far as to say that the atlvancement of 
the province was being retarded by its annual drain to the Central 
Exchecpier, 1 think he would not have been guilty ot any (‘xaggeration. 

At the present juncture, Sir, when the war has entered upon an 
intensive phase, it may be argued with a certain amount of force that 
Bengal’s coiitribution to the Centre is Bengal’s contribution to the 
common war efforts, and to that extent it is justified. I do not for u 
moment <li.N]»ute this j)osition. But the fact remains that when the war 
is over and normal (Mindition*-' are re.^tored, due recognition must be 
given to the fact that in the years immediately i)rece<ling the war and 
for se\eral years together Bengal has been contributing to the Centre 
to an extent greater, alsolutely and relaUvtdy, than the contributions 
of any other province in India. 

Sir, the task which confronts those in charge of the administration 
is enormous. In the first place the cultivators have got to be pndected 
against exploitation, against fall in prices, against loss of production 
owing to the u.se of primitive metlunls and lack of facilities for employ- 
ing modern ugeilcies. An intensive activity and propaganda the 
Agricultural Department are urgently needed. If the other provinces 
have been more fortunate in this regard, it is because they have been 
spending more on agriculture than we have been doing. Sir, the 
efforts of the Hou’ble Finance Minister in assuring a fairer price to 
those who are engaged in the cvUiv&tion of jute are certainly worthy of 
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gomaieiK^tion. It is these people who are at the lowest rung of the 
ladder, and itP is they who contribute most to the wealth of the pro- 
vince. It is a matter of satisfaction that the Indian Jute Mills 
Association have recognised this fact in their intended co-operation. 

Next to agriculture, the need of the province is an extensive and 
ambitious scheme of industrialisation. For raw materials we need 
not. go further than the Iwundaries of the province. But, Sir, it is a 
matter of deep regret that Bengal with an abundant supply of coal 
within 150 miles of its capital is backward in industry than j)roviuces 
•like Bombay and Upj»er India, each of which is a thousand miles away 
from the coalfields. Sir, what is needed is a com[)rehensive sidieme of 
systematic industrialisation of the province in which the (lovernment 
wouhl take a leading jmrt both by sul>sidising and alsf> by ensuring 
individual enterprise. Mere agricultural products would hardly be of 
any use in enhancing the wealth of the province, unless they go hand 
in hand with industrialisation, I .submit, Sir, ime <'annot replace the 
other, (hu* is eompleineiit <»t the other. This must always he home 
in mind. 

As regards exp»*nditure. Sir, t(»r the ensuing year, hardly much 
ran 1 h’ exi»e(t(*d. 7'he thanks oi the cmnmunity which I belong 
should however he given to the ilon’hle Minister for setting apart 
Hs. lA lakli^. for the advancement of edueution amongst the memhers 
of the Schecbiletl (’asli-s numlx'ring about one-filth of tin* total poptila- 
li(»nx»f the jirovince. But. Sir. I need hanlly tell tlie flon.se that this 
represents only a .small fraiti(ui of <mr real needs and in framing 
future Budgets the grant under this head .shouhl In* substantially 
increasefl. 

Sir, in conclusion, 1 siibmit that m» useful pnipose will he served 
by fighting for indivi»liial allotments. From the nature of things and 
under the present t jn uiuslances these allotments, one and all. are 
ineapahle of furthering to an appreeiahle extent the real neeiJs of 
nation-building. What is needed, as I have alieady sulunitled, i« a 
comprehensive policy ''ith a ^iew to enhance and utilise the natural 
lesources of the country to its utmost extent. Then and then only a 
province wifli a population of over 50 millions could hope to earn an 
income comiuensunite with this huge population and its natural 
resources to Ik* spent later on on works (»f improvement, development 
and reeon.struction. 

* MaiiM MO HAMNUZZAMAN : »rotSf! Jlfrw ?|,un insV- 

Effort ’incmr wirmsjn smrt 

’aCTW SfsM? "PTHK i '■wom Kii*a» 

Mianter Nktion Building Departmmit ti)? wsn >nl<f 
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irtf% i ? rr^j ^ 

'^ssK 3 W^ ^fl^* ftn TPfTt? 5 RT 

^ ^ I Primary Education <ii^ CRj ^ spf ^ 

^ ^:c-nr #t 5 tri 5 c^ ^ 

Compulsory Free Primary Education without taxation ITQTI ?Wtif I ^HTHT 
TO ^t^aitflr Pm TO^ 

^ 'Bftft ’T*fTO I ^srf%f?r^ ^TOrTO 5 tc^ 

TOtotc^ 5 tc^ c^tt^ 'irfs? ftT?lTOi I jffir? ^rto? 

Pr 3 T tn^TOnfhr ‘^(f^iii PtTO^ I Agricultural Income Tax 

C^Ttr^ S’t? Primary 

TOn Pwr ^tfNm f?TO ^rt i 

Secondary Education vijif ^ (Jl fetTO TOTI ^ 

R ^ I tlfUr ^TOT Higher Eduoationi)^ TOTI ^ r ^?r t Cg I 

High School isfif?! TOPTF ^f% ^ I Pf^ S PW^ 

TOTI ^ I Recognised High School ftf 3 ?^ 5 pr?n TOl TUTS 

TOPrr ^ l TIR TTR 'TOS ^ High School rs?) »f^TO I 

Primary Education TOf High School TOS ^ 

^fpRtR ^t '^1 ®r?PTO I (fovornment High S<;hool Non-Govemment 

High School ^ ^Pm ^:ti:to ^Qpnr TOt^ ^ 

Xji ^ ^Pofe 1 * 

^«rT a cro cTO c^rt? fro^ TO t c^ir^ toti 
^ cTO cTO csTcn irft 3TTOOT TTOT ytrs TO i 

TOTm PfT*l ^ ^TTOfOT ^TR ftpTTOf 

TOTO T«t"TO TOl f%P? ^TOtTOR I (cT^ctR fVro ^TTO 

Pm tr^^fetro^ RoTiTT ^TOiTOn SfhA i 

Registration ^pT^ fVj =?pTTO fm TO I T^TO I. G. R. 4 ? 
TOC^ CTO >il^ TOit^ f^TOi ?:ff%TO 5 TPt^ tjl^TO ^STO^l 

TO. >TtTOt«f^ TOPr ^P<n 5 jTf^TO PlTO^ I 1 . G. R, 
TOCTOOTI ^RT CTO^ WTTO TOl TO ! Registration nrCT TO ^ltg ^H 
TO Registration TOeTO^ ^3 nTO fTOf o tC^ TOsitMl 

’tPtto TOrto^ I 

‘ Agriculture TOl i?tTO TOF R I pFi 

fro ^ TO wTOTOc^rsf tort Pj Stor ^rfinn to r 

I Agricultural Demonstration Farm ^pRT TO TOR^^I TOT R! I 

Farm IJplC^ ^T*ltTO 0 TO Tpf?1 PmtT TOT! 

?Ftn TO«R .Pf^ ’TOi:?! ^ 5 !TO Pft«TO 
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c*r*ftCTl^ 5ff% 'iit^ rtr5 

?r«?f7 3ftan ^ <1tcN 

^ '^rt^nr ^ r y tT H i <lifU 

^l^tunr 5'3?rT^ l Recording oflioer^cf^ 

^ record ^ ?-9irt^ 3p|pfinyfi OH^ 

rswt^r l wISfj Maximum \3 Minimum 

^ ’Ff??] ^ orm i 

\ eterinai^' TOf 5rf%?:i; ^rf%r5 TTT 

*'t^ 1 Cfl ^T’TFl ^ ^ • 

in^1if%r5 TRn ^ l 73 ^* ^ Union 5T^?n f5fV<51t?r 

TT^D ?'3?1 ‘^i4H I '^STtTTC^ fs><rft^ Head quarterij jQ^fP* ^TflT ^^5 

TTfr^J I 3W^T7 <1#t ^vf^ ^ i ^3^.* 

*?'pF<-f f^ToU'-f^T ij^ ’fiS ftM^TTsTTF w^ 

1 

MtKlicttl r/.^ 3 r;n r^ 

sr^3^t=T I ^ fT^ ^- 

^rHtm OFl^9 ^-tcirTj, tt] I V|T^^ rnion.iJ UuioniJ 

Tim -s^T ^?rr5fe i csfm cn wu 

<7PTwt?t sWiT-sf!^ Ttfvf^ 7tmn5 nturr 

^ -sRc^^f i 

Water Supply t^3T??T SF^ <1 T^ C3 ' C^ I 

tp: 3 T^ ^ ^ iT 7 ir?n<r i 

Land 1^‘veiiue ’ffanTt^ 5t?:«1 9 '^^tart:^tM‘t "^TTW 

f3"^ 5^33 I 9 

"^r34'^r^^i?T?F ■^rirr^if ^Fftnfe 1 =Tt#t «ftr;Tt^ p^«t irrpw 
OFt^ ^^Ffc5 ^ =Tfr^ iJ^T’ 311^ =TT ^r5 l C ' 4 

?pt^ trf3 WTT3r*T?f ^rpm i c^-T?t?‘f^ ^ nn 9 

'^fWr T?n 5"^c3c^ 5ffinn c-tr^n i 

Industries Department i]il Suffer S^ffi ^ C=ry^ 

^sFf%c3^ I ’^rf^f^ Tin nntw ^ rentes? Sn 

T? I nSt ^r^HOT ijf»TT Tfnn# 1 

Provincial Co-operative Bankn cnTr^ Tirtr CTOntT Tim T^nti:ir, 

cni^RT ’i^lT tctS Swr 1 fw ^ ^trtes erft tt 

Tfira T^ Cot-sf Tfio Tn I ^fTTOi nmrt STn <it9ntT Tmtr 

S?f3 Tn ctIRrt nit TFtiTCT* 1 
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Srijui A8HUTOSH MULLIGK : ymtm OTfJ? 

Triws irtn 3tTi ^ I i 

Goremmont of India Act Bureancracyta? ?t??3f 

srtrw »fOT? '^tr^ “fe” tpOT ?tcw^ ^ 

I ^r?rt*tnr?r ^icw^ (4^* ^tDsr 

I ^ ?T?T TOT f^no, ^ tot cmy^ i cm ^ 

^ ^rrfef ^ i (Tt^^ ^s'sn Tr^RPtOT 

r^r37:^l (A voice from Coalition Bench : 
^Tfrw ^vf] ?wt^ c^ i) ^ i 

Budget-il general discussion ?R^ WZ ^ I ^ T®f1 

(THTT^ Cabinet(i] Generalij? 'STst^ I :PT (TRt'^^fi 

<71 ^ ^RTm'Q rffen:^ I #7R 

Gencralcfl?^ ^ssH | '-ij^ <^^H7 <71, *PT 3 

f^'Jt^ m I frlTt^ general constituency general C>c}ti’fC^'i 

Cot^tf<CT7 <tf?R?7f Generali}^ TOR 3tTOt^ (leneral -3?^ 

#rt?t^ General m 'Itrfm ^3trt77R <71 CTO, 

General. (A voice : TO77TS?) I 4 fTOTT 

W6^ «ftf^3, TOltTO ^rrm I ^ ^fers General i]^ 

^ visitor(75f f%f% special galleryrs 'Iti'R R I 

OTO, ^’eTl TO^FtTTR CPf^Rl 

^^TtPirofe I TOjI? ^ ^5^<70— CTOT TOtTOR 

I TOf*P7R comma, 

"|5T ^ <»tfeT5^ ^tlFtiR S I 

TOT ^tfro ’Tt?! ^Tt*J^fTO PrCT>^^, 

TOC^—'^fVTOT I tprR TOWfTlTO 3itl?tCfT 

^r5iOT^ ^ ^finn ^f^mn:^ i 

Bureaucratic Governments]^ Budgets]^ CRf^ 

Budgets}^ c^H TO^ ?f7I ^ iJrl 

’PJJT tSTOT 5 ^'^tY?n7T 1 Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, Opposition 

TOR fKTO, Coalition TORT ^ w^TO, 

TtSlTO. 3TlCWCi?^ ^artro tfTOr TOTt^ W' ^ I pFJT^ 

:ffR««T 3TTOtOT 3Ppt ftro TOR ^ 1 ’Ts'^m^tCinT ^TBrTO5 CTO 
CTO CTO tfTO ftffej iBn TOi5 Tins cm n:c^TO^ C6h ^rfrors 

’'j^TTOPJ ’tfro# TO TO feroBn TOTO 
T5Wr^ CTO ®TOBr fro ^rfero to i tot iTOi "tm ’rrro, toiw 
»rrTO 3 tii^ ^toto TO?i i ’«tt:to crom ifrro ftro ^f P rc ^ » 
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^ — fr 5^^ ^rti»rffv t 

^Tfipr«3^ ck»r, 

’®rOTi. ^ I ^rt^ *n c*rftin 

jpur Sfj^ »rfr3 ^ Committee ^ TOPT 

^3tC^ ?«tt3>sU!r Paddy and Rice Enquiry Committee, Jute 
Enquiry Committee, Enquire* Committee. Rent Enquiry 

Committee, Education ComDottee Committee 

(y^ Pm 'jtrfrw^ report wnr 

hi ^ I 

^^ITTOT 

^fa -pToy wpim =^if«nn. Pi^ 

iRt^ yppn^T r^h i5f%r3^i ^^^8^-8;. »TtOTy y[*nrn 

tpp ^ ytrsit <i^nit«ilbHi yfirc^rtr 

itzvy^ 5T^pF «pn i Tnrm F^ — c^tipniBr 

Wm ’^Tt^ trtcT Fm 7^*^ wytr^ *rtW% ^ 1 
OT ^r?in «»pym ypt^ S^t^tn 

c-t^ I Pm ^sTjrsi^ ^ 

ijRfVi 5 ^f-tfsTs »:«f Srorr^'^ ^Fif ^TTf^m 1 

^ 

C - tf Tt g ^' wi^Ryi ^tptPrs r?i ryi yTr®Tt^ sfUTFl ^‘’f’Tt<ft^‘’t^ ^ 

fy^ vppt^ ^jry ^f5fT5 !f:‘ftfr5 ’iTwf 

yiTT^ ^ PjyR pi'Rf** ^ I <yf^ ^Pn? yt’^ny iR- 

TTt^fPn:^ ^ yr:?^ W 3 t 5 ] 5 t<it^?n oPpnr^yty^s ijt^tt^iii 

ysTt^tj yfzy y^prnnH yfioc^ 1 ^sTTin 

■fPP. itUr^ ^ W^Ftf^ ^rfPTsl I Wy^ ’T*’?^Pr5 Budj^et 'Q 

■^rtnj? yy cytf? tr^ ^ry ii^’ aiw ytty ^8 cytff» bn 

?ry <ff% yf%?T?r yu^ iiy cy# ^ ^tyi ^Fs ij’r* ^:>K^-8^ 

4Rg ^ c ^ ’^Bftinnt yy ^8 cytCl Fs^r sfy l?tyi 4^: ynrw >c cytffi 
5ry ^ tfT«n yf%ypr r cytff :/8 ^ ^ ^jyH ^]tM^ 1 
r^fUR WTH ? cTTT jit yyyfty ytnrtyjr ? ^ y^ta ypt, 

yc®ty yt¥, ■'tryfy ypr 44: ytyronr ytir — 4^ Ftfii yrrw y:y? 

Nation budding yTt^ftm yftrj m pRttyi (yf^ 

yift^ VytlOT yyjfyy yfj ^ ytyprc^ ts ^ "tfly 

yft.ytcy i;Prfr5 ypi Wfej fy? (tt ^ y^y. ijw^ 

^yy «Pfff fy r ySiySt'i^t't y$y y^-^ryy 4^* y’lyjyi^ 

larnty ytyi^ ftw y^Prt^myff y^f" ftu 
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?tS^f fftf «frfT :j 8 SHF sjFjrcr <\ ^ ^ fiRi ^ c^ ^rjm 
Ai4kMi< vnrf I ^ wi^f^ f%i ?ff«f 

^ ^ I ^tOTT jsf c^ T^p- 7 r*^tfS^ nf^ 

vitrv, (ij^* f% ^3 fV Tji, 

tftWfw yR^ to?- ^’Ttvf''?^ 

R'*UHk*i "wt? ^ i ^«fi 

^1 ■®rm tffeto I ^!TO 

^Vfi Ft^ ft*/fTO5TOT jnfsR ?TO] '3TO^ il^ 

*r^ ST? I Lady Brabounie College — B.A. ^3 I, Sc, (‘las* 

^ :> ?w-j tt?n I tffe '-^fw 

7 ^: 7 1 Ft’TT^ TO oC">n^ ^fem 

6!fJ^ 5lt^ Tfro:^, l 5t«fT^ 3 CFTFT^ capital 

grant 6*1 TOTiT I 

(At this Htago the House vas adjourned fortiftoen minutes.) 


(After adpurnmenl ) 

Srijut A8HUT08H MULLICK : s#?f ^tTO 

C^'^, fV^l C 51 >, ^vpp 

WOT OTwt^ tffnr^ C 5 i> to-tot ^n^^rfw 

tfft 'IRTOI i]^53 TO ^1 tirtUZ3 cn^ ^r^'StfOTI 

^ ^ I ^ ?jif^ =?ft^ wiOT 

^ 3 R 5 r^TO?N ^rf^ to?f Srot^^ 

FfTO:^ I '-qsiltOT TO^3 ^ SHF I^T?! I 

'^fc^Ciril r> Government i]^r cTWl^?r ^ffepOT 

^TWTf^T — cntTO^ “tmOT W I 

^fWOT new ^rft ’Ftn^ — fr^TSWtOT oW 

3 ift 3 H}^ nrftiftn^ — -nre^ ^ ^ Tsm to? ntS j^OTten^ 
^1 TO 3 r? spp TO?< 3 I ^ irtr^ to^ 

“^^tnWsft wfinn Govornment iiii ftint c^tnn cnmni — 

** for the first time in the history of this province Government have 
secured the co o|)©ration of the Indian Jute Mills’ Association in an 
endeavour to obtain fair prices to the growers and to stabilise oon« 
'ditions throughout the trade. I am glad to have this (x> operation. . . .”, 
»r5T>II^ I 3r?t3 — "43 <7H, >55 9W I5?l’*l 
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. Mr. 4TUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Sir, the Hou'ble the Finance 
Minister has placed a deficit Budget' with a revolver aimed at our 
head. He has done so only to foree the House to accept his taxation 
measures. If this is not terrorism, I ask what it isS. The Hoirhle the 
Finance Minister has been repeatedly using heart-cutching phrases 
aliout the nation-building activities In the fourth line of his Finan- 
cial Statement he has saiil : *‘As I shall leiniud the 1Iouhi‘ more than 
once in the course of my sju-eeh this morning these estimates do not 
take into account the exjK'eted proctanls of either of the new taxation 
measure.s still a\uuting the final verdfiM ol the la'gislature.” And 
tlien at the end of the til'll paragrajih he has said : “iMM’ausi* a pro- 
gressive (iovernmenl in tin* »hseh*uge 4if its nianiiidd responsibilities 
must necessarily go on im•rea^lng it-, ^ah* ot expenditure on natiou- 
hiiilding activitio. Sii . \Vf ha\4* hiand nnndi of nation-building 
uctivitii*,-.. I would ni\ tritMid, the (*oali(iiin Barty member who 
wa.s sjM‘aking «ml\ a few nuni!te> imji. to lind <011 what amounts have 
been .spent on the nat lon-huilding department*'. May I tell him that 
only Ks. lakhs has heen spent 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Kxtra Us lakhs 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Ye.. I knou that, Out of this 
adilitional Us. lakhs, **Seientitie I)e])artment” got nil, “Kdueution’’ 
got only Us. 14 lakhs. ’'M^diial” nil, “Uuldie Health” i) lakhs, 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Aledieal nil!'^ Itead the 

tao hooks. 

Mr, ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: You have only read <mii a \\ntten 
statement prejiared by your Secretary and know iiothnm. I sun again, 
“Medical” has got nothing: ‘Agrieiiltiire” mium k^S lakhs. 
“Xeterinary” one lakh; “ Imluslries” 4 lakhs; ‘‘fineliona ('ultivation” 
one lakh; and “Irrigation” d lakhs. Theie has thus lu'en this 112 lakhs 
of additional expenditure on natimi-huilding activities as against 4*1 
lakhs allotted for departmental exiienditure. Tmler variou.s dejmil- 
mental heads, “Poliee” has got 2 lakhs, *‘I/Jind Kevenue” 2 lakhs, 
“General Administration” tU lakhs, “Oivil Works” 18 lakhs, “( ono 
mutation of pensions, etc.” 12 lakhs. While therefore the nation- 
building departments have got Bs. d2 lakh.s, the Hon’hle Minister has 
at the same time pleased his £uro{>eun maslers hy giving them 4his 
lakhs; and then by placing thi.s deficit Budget before us, he 
says we must have to pass the Sales Tax Bill. Sir, out of this rvt lakhs, 
28* lakhs have betui taken out from '‘Agriculture.” the most vital 
department for our province. Thus practically only five lakh.s of 
rupees are allotted for nation* building department, in ex<*esH of the 
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revised Budget. I ask the Hon'ble Minister to challenge state- 
ment. The House has got two alternatives. The one is either to pass 
ihis Budget as it is, and to pass the Sales Tax Bill as well or to refuse 
the surplus exi>enditure more than the receipts or, (2) to allow the 
(iovernnient to run the administration with a closing balance of ^13 
lakhs apart from the securities of 47 lakhs. 

Sir, in these days of economic distress prevailing throughout the 
country, let us not contemplate any ircfth taxation. I^et us tollovv the 
Budget of 1939-40 with a revenue exj>enditure of Rs. 13,71.‘J4,{K)0 and 
this year’s revenue income is Rs. 14.03,00,000. Thus if we follow the 
Budget of 1939-40, the Budget of only two years ago, we shall liave a 
surplus of 32 lakhs of rupees and can give this 32 lakhs of rupees to 
nation-building departments. If you follow the 1939-40 Budget in 
the administrative departments, you will be able to cut d(twn 43 lakhs 
of rupees at a stroke of pen. 

’riven, let us further consider whether we can cut down the expendi- 
ture on departmental lieads to the ‘itandard of 1939-40. Sir. at the 
end of our tenure we are leaving a heavy burdtm on the poor ])rovince 
which is not fair. Ovir successors may blame tor this extravagant 
(‘Xpenditure. We have no right to do so. I ask the Coalition J’arty 
members to note down the following facts for their consideration 
whether at this time when the war is knocking at our door at the 
Burma Gate, sliould we spend nuniey tor the construction ot palatial 
buildings and spend 1 cr<»re tkS lakhs ()t rujiees on the eonstnietion 
simply to be bombed by the Nazis or the Japanese ? Whether we 
should also allow’ the Government for eleetrifi«’ation o! these buildings 
when We are asked to remain in blackout the mIioIc of tin* night? 
(Laughter.) 

Sir, the Iloii’ble Sir Bijoy, while gvdiig to reply to the dieiarv con- 
dition of piditieal prisoners, who have been taken into the jiri^on on 
the (| nest ion of freedom of speech, said that they Ktiild not afVortl nn're 
than Rs. IS a month on a prisoner as the averag-e imome ot the 
Bengalees i.s less tlian Rs. 18 a month. Yes, Sir, in a province where 
the uvtwuge income of a man is Rs. 18 a nmnth, how does a Govern- 
ment consider constructing palatial buildings fitted with electric lights 
and fans for its othcers? Sir, let the otlicers of our poor people feel 
that they are otHeers of thi.s poor province. They may he aceomnuKlat- 
ed in a gwid thaU’hed or tile-rmifed house. There are sufficient build- 
and Government ran safely wait till the war ends and if neces- 
sary thatched bungalows cun be constructed with only one-fourth of* the 
money that has Wu allotted. Sir, I ask the honourable memlvers of 
the Coalition Party to ponder over once more with what account during 
their terra of five years they wiB go to face the electorate. When 
they will lie asked by the peasants, “YVbat improvement you have 
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done for^our ^ucation?*', the answer will W, ‘‘Give us education cess 
tax, and you will be educated.’’ When they will ask, “What improve- 
ment have 5'ou done for our agriculture the answer will be “Pay us 
sales tax or give us another tax, and we shall improve your agricul- 
ture.^* (A voice from the Coalition Benches; Yes, you will have to 
pay tax.) Yes, what is required is u change of outhmk of Coalition 
members and the Minister^. Sir, next time the Minister W'ill have to 
deal with not gentlemen like us or middle class men like the members 
of the Coalition Party, but next time pwple will come from the rank 
<ind file, and they will he more dangerous men for the Ministers than 
we are. Sir, when we shall he asked, “What ha\e you done to save 
our lands Irtun droughty" the answer will he “Wait for (i years. We 
are making reseanhes, and we will place a .scheme before \(»u to suvo 
you Inun drougliT. The answer may be: “You wait for next (i years 
and let us send our Irue iepresenla(ivt*> to see tin* result.” Sir, 1 cun 
say with confidence thi.- will lu* the answer from the eh*(‘torate tliai the 
Coalition Party members will ]ia\e to lace. (The Hon’hle 
Mr. II. S. St iiK.vw.\Ri)\ : "Ja, Sir, the Hou’ble Minister says, 

“y^/, j(i." fie will not liave to go to the rural i‘onst iluency . His 
<'tmstituency will be labour near alanit (^ah’utta, but liis supporters 
will not be the siipi)orters just like he has got to-da\. will be a 

< hanged man. and tlieii lie may not la* installed in the ministerial ifmli 
next time. Sir. let him te<(insider the Hudget or he prejiareil to face 
that answer tnou the <dect(trate. 

Sir, there i,'. an incn'ase of expenditure in e<lueation, hut where has 
this increasi-d amount been mostly disbursed !" The Hon’hle Minister 
has put oil in tlu* hairy heads of Barisa] and Dacca, liurisal and 
Dacca are forward in education. So they must ha\e more money for 
the educated plu<*e>, '1 lie backward parts of the ))rovince of Nawah 
Musharrulf Ilo.ssain and the Huja of duljiaiguri in North Bengal 
fortunately or unfoi-tunately did not require much oil to «’ool down the 
heads of the peuph* of North Bengal. But Barisal rc(|uire(l it badly. 
There is a first grade college in Barisal, still there must he another at 
(’hakhur to commemorate in advance tlie memory of the Premier. It 
the Premier takes money ftrr Buri.sul, why Dacca Minister sliould lag 
behind y 

On turning eye.s upon the Budget estimate of “Provincial Ci\il 
Works” in Bengal Presidency at jiage 151 you will find that out of PJ 
itejis, 7 items are meant for Dacca. Out of 1 lakh o8 thousand! M 
thousand, that is, one-fifth, is allotted lor Dacca. On page dO Dacca 
acQount is l/7th. On every page you will find money for Dai'ca and 
Barisal only. Of course Khulna of the Hon’ble Mr. Mullhk has got 
liA share, but not Murshidsl>a4 of our Maharaja Sahib. On page 21? of 
the said book you will find expenditure on construction work 3 lakhs 20 
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thouHand out of 6 lakhs 31 thousand, that is, 50 per rent, for Dacca 
and Barisal. Sir, for the last four years we ha^ been watching that 
the Provincial Government is mainly meant for Dacca and Barisal. 

Sir, as regards medical aid, during the first year's Budget the then 
Hon ’hie Minister was kind enough to say that he would see that 
liomeoputhic, Ayurvedic and Unani dispensaries were established in 
rural areas. Public Health has shown an increase but out of this 
increase, one and halt lakh of rupees has been allotted for the re- 
organisation scheme of the Director of Public Health, but this has been 
turned down by many di.strict boards and Divisional Commissioners. 
Ti»e Government idea is that scheme must come into force at least in 
Dacca before the nest election. This is not reorganisation of rural 
scheme, hut it is reorganisation (»f election scheme. In “General 
Administration’’ the expenditure has gone higher and higher. The 
posts of Divisional (’ommissioners which are siipertiuous are unneces- 
sarily fed. The J;ocal Stdf-Goveinment Department has got a Special 
Otticer to devisi' M-heines so (hat the const ituemdes of the loeal bodies 
are so delimited that only the “Premier’s race” can he returned. 
Look at the result of Dacca-M yiiKoisingh District Board elections and 
wait tor the results of other districts. In my own district, Malda, 
wliere Muhammadans are 52 per cent., constituencies have bc'en so 
eunningly delimited without any regard whatsoever tor any principle 
that t(‘U scats out of fifteen go to the Pnoniio's connnuiiity. There is 
no uniform policy of the Government and the Special Officer has been 
appointed as if to see that policies of the Government are conveniently 
follow'ed differently in the different districts. Malda Sadar Municipality 
has got 45 per cent, of Muhammadan population and they have been 
declared a minority community, whereas in the Malda District Board 
Hindus are 42 per cent., but hecau.se they are Hindus they have not been 
declared minority coiniminily. 

“Police”: This time the revenue receipt on this head is one lakh 
less, and the expenditure is two lakhs more in addition to six lakhs 
larger expenditure granted in the revised Budget. Then, Sir, I shall 
not deal with the details, but I shall only say that this increment is 
provided to udininistcr light lathi charges — 

The H<m*hle Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: If necexuary. 

Ral HARENORA NATH GHAUOHURI: Use firearms and 't^ar 
gas. 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Yes, to use firearms and tear gas 
and also to stop freedom of movements and freedom of speeches. 
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In the^yeaf 1939-40, Government did not rest by imposing an 
ungraduated itfs. of Qe. 30 known as Sircar Tax. This year, too. 
Government proposed two taxes and contemplate another one upon the 
overtaxed people of the province. The Hon’ble Finance Minister seems 
to apply his^ intelligence over taxation. It is better to call him a 
Minister for Taxation. He will have to find out avenues for new taxea 
not only for the additional income of the Government, but also for the- 
additional income of the fhilals and agents of the Ministers who are 
found to loiter from ilini.ster‘.s house to Burra Barar and (Tive Street 
and in the corridor of Writers’ Buildings and Assembly House, which 
have b<*come their haunting phices. Besides 5 lakhs of rupees to be 
paid to the Ministers, some moneys are to be found out for these 
corridor practising Ministers. 

Sir, we liave heard <»f the allegations against the police and the lowly 
paid (dhccrs of the (jovcrnment taking illegal gratifications. That 
might have been checked to some extent by those persons. l)ut illegal 
gratitications have found its channel to other sroirces. The centre of 
gravity lias onl\ becm shifted from one (juarter to another. The unpaid 
agents and oi th(‘ Ministers are working from morn to late at 

nipht more than the paid otHcer.s of the Government to keep the 
supporters f»f the (iovermnent intact. This House for the last four 
years have cried in the wilderness for free and compulsory primary 
education and they have been [tresenled with a Bill to control secomiury 
educalifin. 

Let the House answer whether it wants to nlb>w the Finance 
Minister to be extravagant or to cut his coat according to his cloth. 

If the Budget is allowed t<> he passed in this f<»rm, I will warn the 
Hon’bie Finance Minister and the supporters of the Government that 
next time the Government will not have to deal with these middle class 
an<l rich people. The Minister will not find his supporters like that of 
good !)oy8 in the schfK)l, but will have to deal with men from the rank 
and file. This House has failed to bring change in the outlook of the 
ministry for any economic programme of this agricultural country. 
This ministry has failed to reduce the excessive rents of the tenants, 
to improve the agricultural condition of the country, to improve educa- 
tion and sanitation. This ministry only gave good bluffs in the name of 
peasants and nation-building activities. But practically they havo 
taxed the i>eople to improve the departments which bureaucratic Govern- 
ment failed to do. Whatever has been done by this Government haa 
beeif '‘robbing Peter to pay Paul,’’ by legislation, but have not done 
anything out of the Government revenue. The Government may get 
this Budget passed by sheer majority «f votes, but the majority 
members will not have to come back to say “ayes* to whatever the* 
mimstry wants to do. 
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Mn Wa Aa M. WALKER: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
congratulate the Hon'ble the Finance Minister •n his clear and com- 
prehensive Budget statemei^. I feel sure that no one will disagree 
jiiat the whole gloomy picture has been well and truly laid before us and 
that an unpleasant task has been ably accomplished. 

Last year in presenting his first Budget, which was also a deficit 
Budget, the Hon’ble the Finance Minister warned us that before the 
end of the year he would place before the House proposals for new 
taxation. He then, as he has done again, stressed the necessity for 
expansion of our nation-building activities, but at the same time he 
warned us again what he called “short-sighted optimism” based on 
an artificial prosperity due to war conditions. He said that it would he 
fatal to the finances of the province if deceived by an ai‘tificial 
j>rospeiity due to war conditions w'e permit te<l ourselves to undertake 
new commitments that we could not hope to he able to maintain. He 
pointed out, moreover, that we must be ready and prepared to take our 
due share in the burden of the w'ar should events move nearer India and 
involve us more directly and clo.sely. 

Events have amply justified that note of caution. The war has 
moved nearer India, and the .semblance of prosperity to which the 
Ilon’ble Finunc.e Minister referred has disappeared. 1 mention all this 
because the note of caution as regards new' commitments which now 
seems doubly necessary appears to me to be a little lacking in tlie 
Hon’ble Finance Minister’s Budget statement for 1941-42. 

Since the Budget statement of 1940-41. the Bu<lget deficit for the 
current year has swelled from Rs. 57 lakhs to Hs. 103 lakhs. This has 
been partly due to^ additional expenditure, of which a certain propor- 
tion, I think we will agree, has been necessary expenditure on, for 
example, jute restriction and primary education and a certain propor- 
tion has been not so obviously necessary expenditure on purchases of 
jute. The increase in the Budget deficit has, however, also been partly 
flue — and it is to this that I would like particularly to draw' attention— 
to the collapse of that semblance of prosperity due to war conditions, 
to which the Hon’ble the Finance Minister referred. The estimated 
jute export duty receipts for the current year have fallen by no less 
than Rs. 45 lakhs, from Rs. 220 lakhs to Rs, 175 lakhs. In the light 
of this deficit of Rs. 103 lakhs for the current year, the Budget deficit 
for 1941-42 of Re. 134 lakhs cannot be said to be unexpected. Some 
increase in the expenditure on the nation-building departments i^ 
perhaps inevitable. We are at the same time entitled to expect that 
in present ciroumetances Government will concentrate on absolutely 
essential schemes which are completed and ready to be carried into 
execution. We would like to be assured for example that no lump sum 
provisions have been made for schemes which are not yet completed. 
The estimated expenditure has been framed on the assumption that the 
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two aei%taxltion measures, the Finance Sales Tax Bill and the Motor 
Spirit Sales Taxation Bill, will be passed by the liegislature, and we 
consider that the Hon ble Finance Minister has proved the necessity for 
.this new taxation. At the same time, however, we consider that he has 
also proved the necessity for extreme care in entering into new- commit- 
ments and in avoiding additional expenditure during the coming year. 
Even in a full year the two new taxes will barely cover a deficit of 
Rh; 134 lakhs, and in 1941-42 Government cannot expect to receive 
‘more than 9 months of the Sales Tax proceeds and G months of the 
Petrol Sales Tax proceeds so that the deficit for this year will not be 
’covered. This need not cause serious concern, provided there is 
economy in expenditure and new commitments are avoided. It is not, 

1 hasten to add, an argument for further taxation. The tax-payer in 
agreeing to pay a IJ per cent. Sale.** Tax is doing as much as can b# 
rc.isonably expected from him in war (inif* (‘onditions, and he is entitled 
to expect in return from Government every possible retrenchinent in 
exjienditure. 1 would therefore most strongly urge that additional 
expenditure should be avoided in 1941-42. If however an urgent 
necessity for additional expenditure does occur, I should like to have 
the Hon’hle Minister’s assurance that he will immediately place 
supplementary estimates before the liegislature. I appreciate that 
there are reasons why this was not done in the current year, but the 
seriousiie.Hs of the position appears to me to necessitate the avoidance 
of any delay in future. 

The nee<l for caution and strict control over expenditure is confirmed 
when we turn to the revenue position. Since 1937-38 the revenue from 
jute, stamps, and land revenue Ims progressively declined by no less 
than Us. IGG lakhs, of which the jute export duty receipts account for 
Us. 57 lakhs. Of the decline in the case of stumps. Rs, 39 lakhs is 
attributable to judicial stamps. The decline in the case of jute has 
been admittedly due to economic causes beyemd the control of Govern- 
ment, but I would like the Hon’hle (he Finance Minister to consider 
whether the decline under judicial stamps and land revenue has not 
been maiul.\ attributable to measures of policy taken by Government. 

I refer in particular to the suspension of certificate procedure and the 
setting up of Debt Settlement Boards. 1 do not wish to quarrel with 
these measures of policy, but I would like to ask whether the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister has measures of retrenchment in view to offset 
these declines which are liable to continue and grow worse and which 
are attributable to Government action. 

*rhe Hon’ble the Finance Minister has estimated a slight improve- 
ment of Rs. 5 lakhs in the receipts from the jute export duty over the 
anticipated receipts for the current year. He bases this on the assump- 
tion that the shipping position will improve to some extent, an aesump- 
tian which seems to me in.pr^nt circumstances to be unsafe. The 
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Hon’ble the Finance Minister has correctly emphasised that <4he life-* 
blood of this province's economy is jute, and that all the 'main heads of 
revenue depend in a greater or lesser degree on the position of jute, 
ft is not necessary for me to refer in detail to the world conditions- 
which have affected jute, but I would like to stress that these world 
conditions still continue, and may even grow w’orse, and while they do 
so the position of the revenues of thin province must remain uncertain. 

It is this element of uncertainty which appears to me above all to 
demand strict control over expenditure and the elimination of expendi- 
ture on non-essentials. A time of uncertain revenues and of rising^ 
prices, a time when it is not known wdiat demands the w'ar may make on 
this province, is surely not a time to plunge into new commitments. 
To quote the Hon’ble the Finance Minister’s w’ords in his last Budget 
speech — 

“It will \ m * fatal if in present circumstances we permit ourselves to 
undertake new commitments which we cannot hope to be able to 
maintain.” 

Nor is it fair to expect the tax-payer who has already to meet a 
rising cost of living and heavy taxation from the (’entre, always to 
meet the difference between shrinking revenues ami expanding (‘xijendi- 
ture. There is a limit to the capacity of the tax-payer, and I think that 
while he must be prepared to meet the IBll which the Hon'ble the 
Financ(* Minister has presented to us, he is entitled to expect that there 
will be no further calls in the near future. 

In conclusion, I welcome the Hon’ble the Finance Minister’s state- 
ment that Government fully recognise that until victory is finally won 
it is essential to subordinate the needs of the province to the paramount 
claims of the Centre’s war effort. That is the view of my Party, and 
while we do not disagree that the need for raising the standards of 
administration in this province is very great, we at the same time 
consider that the rate of progress must be limited by war conditions 
and by the burdens that are placed upon the Ux-payer by the Centre. 

Mr. AtIMUDDIN AHMAD ; ^ Fmanoe 

Mini8tcrC5^r ^ ^ 

framer I 

^ w Cartoon ^ 

C«PfU5 ^ I 

If? ^ w?T I ?? OTfff 

C»lCT? WHl, ^ ^ ^ Scheme TOT 

fti Sjfe* w?t 



BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


es 


mu] 

C?[fCffCf-^-CrR * Permanent Settlement tto OWt^ 4 

TOl ^ifiPRRI C^\ Floud Oommiaeion 

fiirc^ TOl ^ W Governor 

apf I. C. S. Officerc=V Floud CommiseonuO? report enquiry ^ *rfWl 
^ i| ftvr? (IhFtfW^l W« (NPl »rC^ 

fe^1fT5 I '3^ 3rc'^r\»T^ ^ i 

4 ^ I iJ^ House !fR5fM^Orf 

Land Revenue CoiiimiMion fe’tC?! Oovoriior 

’TTC^C^ il report (iprt? f^ ?fr?r|VTT 

<1:9 ^ I (Hon’blo Mr H. S. Suhrawakoy : ’ajpWJT 
^ l) -nrj C< Government ^9 91 Government 

Comraittet>9 recommendation ^fsT 91^1 *ff9«t^ C’<ff9C99 

C9t9h <jlc.D^ 91 I 

• frfT9 C9TC9^ 9'9tr5 719 I 9T9»in 4“f9C9 C99t9 TO* 

C9®f Enquiry CommittCH) C9Tr!R9^ fVl *2l ’^tfW 'tVT^ ^5191- 

C99 9tf^ 9l9r3^ 91. ^ 9'&9t9 CSh TfkOTP 91 I 

9rfi::9^ 99 979Tf9 f%39 fiT9 9^91^ C9l 9r^^9R»t ’pll 

9T9 0\ W99t9t9i:^r9 *^9) ^99 99T9 tm 'Jts9'C9r‘N | 99^:9^ 

Municipality s1%9 bTfw9l f%f?|9 tr»t91 ^C99 •iI9F^ Ttft 99 91 
r.glit 5t9 I C9 TOlSf Government Enquiry Committee C99r9 C9C9C1pT, 
of^ 9f^ '5tr!C99 f9r99 f>91, C9^ report ^J9tC9 

9t^T 9#jmr C999 (3h 91 ^191C«^ C9^ I C9C99 C9TC9^ 9T?#9 'il9fl»1 

f9Tp59 ^0\ ^f91 5t9 C9^ 9^ (Jovemment iI9^|>1 Juto Restriction Behome 
CTfOT59 I Jute Restrictions tgif <?1T9 ^9^19 n’f' 9^9 9ff 

9cl99TC^I S9F9r9 Inspector mm 9T;iT!:^ C9 ^ TOl ''T«9"C9r*fef 
^ 9R9 ^ record 9^9 9t9l, cm instruction 

^9tG5, C9^9r9T^ 9rt991 HlC^9 ®f9 9^ 9R9 1 il^ 99^9 ^tC9 C9Cif 

99tF *rtf|t 9g C9TC9 IWC^ I '5t«9"t9'6 C9^ C*m9 C9r9R99 ^qpO 
919919 ah C9t9C!p I C9 f99 Sir Nazimuddin 9;^ f^fC9%99, C991C9 
C 9}i:5! %99 *ffC^ 919 ^«Tti::91 9n5C9 I fT9 Minister 9rC99 5C9 <9919 99^ 
911*9 919 9^;^ C99 1 ^ Minister ^lOT C9 vftvrm 

9OT^ 91*9 fTT 9fti9 9^91 mm 9f%^t 91, 9FlC^ tf^T 91 9^9, f%fir 

91 9TH99 ^ 919 I 

C9l9t 9lft ^f9i:^ trr5T9f lfti:9 Tubrtwell 'Q 9’C'OT union 4 
J5tft9919l C99a ?R3, C9 99t:i 99919 I 

9^^•91l9n9 Tlt9 9f^'Sf9 ®W991?1.9^ ICTCT? 9*, C9«f9 C9f99 



64 


BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


[25th Feb., 


Bu Iding ’Itar I ^ 

i ^ fir ^ ^ i 

'&^inr (?Ft5( TPm (TT^ — fV ’Rtl, cn^ 

it^uirrsBr ^ ^ ^ i 

^ ^ (71, (7r©f%?r ^Tfl 'TOTS HbTlfl 

— ^IIWl ^ 1 ^ TOf ^tt^ (7JU5 HIW ^ I 

<ft?Tf^^3fiT9 ^ fiTRRl ^ ^ I (TT^fif ^f^WC^T 

(5C^ ^mr 'JRT ^ W (TUni ^ I ^ Wf (T^t?! 

^ ^ ^ I C^It^C^ ftfeRR 

W5B I P l btc^4 C^IC’^ C^tUBf i ftbRC^fll 

f% cstm:^ fwgrt^ '*n:7T^ Tlt^lR IIR l ^1 ^ (R«to Court 

aj ?t7r ^ 'BRt5Rf% Judgment sign 

C -yRl ^, ^ W Rct>8>^, ^ I ^ItJOT (TT f% 

fiF 6R, <71 ’TfCl C^ ^ ^Tf^ ^ I 

CT Coalition vol^Ri ^*4 Ttrtr^ 

•prrii TOR TOR ^ tff^TO '« TOR I (7!^ tprtti 

•ff^TOl <V ^ ^ ’jft ^ I TOR ^(Tftsrft^Rl^WTO 
f ifC B c . f ^ I '®tC^ 3(1 -(415 Finance Ministered <RilTO frcsfR 

TOR ^Sttd Ptto (R^tor, ?pi:*ti ^ 5^ (TOe^ i 

•sH ddR C^ttb^ Coalition member (?R mentality liTdl (TH 

oJdfTOF TO C^ (7R TO fird I Coalition member?!! ^ C«fI?R 

dfir? trwfiTR ddTteR tffe ^Tdi ?itR?n c^ Iwus^ ^I5t«4 dro dtfl 
«P«1 TO I ^ilRd TOR® Party?! dsSRlS I (TITO record 

d?!TO TO 'ilTOf dC?R TO! — dittm TO ^ 1 

viit ^stjR 3 (i i^^^ cd d^sf^ i'dRR cb& d?n ^ dift ^ I toktr to^ 
Finance Minister dfsTdflSl^rt^, fd^ f^5f% ^IdldCTO TOTI TtT^ 
Cd l C4GPf , dTOTOT*R TOF CTO!7Hl CdKTie^, TOTd TOTO (dlT^ 

CTOR (Rtrdff TOR *J? dRR TO ^STO (TTCR 

CTOd?! TOR dfiwN CTOTO df^ <71^ ; fdd 'iJdd dlT®! ^b^R TOR dCTO 
U3dt (Tit TOtOT! dd®t vfldd oijt ddST dRT dl I TOdl TOl cdlwfi^^R 
Cd tijt Popular Government, Bureaucratic Government CdTd TOdd 
^R dtd I fiR d<s,3T?! (R ?pTO TOH^Cd*t TO fdj TOI 

CTOTO ^ ^ ^ ^ Finance Ministci 

dldd TO 'ild vfldtl dp tax ddlTR I dtft ^Rl ^^ddR .irp 
Finance Minister dCdd TO CdidtTR 4ld «4dtl dfft pd dtcd 'B TO 
fdd ^t f d C d d TOtl dCd ftd ddTO Rp^ I fdl ^ d CTO? 'MW MWW^ 



BUDGET DISC USSION. 


1941. J 

Minister tax 'S CfTlf 

smi I ^ <?rO ^ ^ ^Rrr$ 5ft ^ — CW^ Finance 

Ministered fwSWdI ddC^ Uft dtf C5t*frf I 

general discussion 5«TC!^. "Sfrcd OTT9 C^ltd ^finn C5tCl 8rtCf I ^fCWl 
*TT#tl3f% ^*1 ^ C?tr«T ^5151 'Sfft^ CdtifC^ !fC?t«R GTCT 

57?I I (7ft (Ti'iiCd dft, 'il^ d^ddCW?, fd tfdl’ 

?pF^ dflfC^ fd ^ ^*U[ next eleotiou 

^iT^nTT c*f4!7R ^ fd dc^ I fddirl^ frn 

dtro i fd cdtc?ii^^ ^ t5 r fd cftr^s 

*flft Cdt^rc^ I ^ 'dift ^arm d55dr (TN cdtufe l dT^ dft Finance 
Minister ^ I 

Mr. C. GRIFFITHS: Mr. Dejiuty Speaker, Sir, in reviewing the 
Budget for 1^141-42 I find (hat the poli<’\ adopted h> the present 
ministry during the five years of Brovinrial Autonomy has been to 
gradually work up the expenditure h\ jniposing tax after tux, effecting 
mainh the educated middle classes, in which category the Anglo- 
Indians and Domiciled Kuropeaiiw fall Therefore, we have bt^n 
hardest hit, and \ct we have receiveil no benefit wdiutsoever from the 
present (iovernment Wh^ J' Because we are n minority community. 

In IJtdT-diS the estimate for expenditure was 12 crores 2) lakhs. 

In the estimate for expenditure was Id erores 24 lakhs. 

In 19d!»-4(t ihe estimate for expenditure was 11 crores do lakhs. 

In 11)40-41 the estimate f(*r expemliture was 14 crores 54 lakhs. 

In 11)41-42 the estimate for e\|H*nditure wum 15 erores d7 lakhs 

The result is a rise <»f d crores 1(» lakhs, t.i\, 25 per cent Is this not 

stupendous y As a member representing the Anglo-Indian and 

IKuniciled Kuro[>eans who are countrMiien of Bengal, I fee! that I am 
perfectly justified in asking why so much money has been spent with 
little or no benefits to tlie provinee as a wbede, and lo us in particular. 
Surely one does not need a steam engine to crack a nut, nor should one 
pour water into a sieve. 

Last year when (be Hon’ble Minister t<M»k over the Finance portfolio, 
be seemed to have called a halt, and looke<l about to see where* he 
could strike, and to use his own words he said : “Our expenditure ba# 
now reached a point at which we are living a little beyond our mean# 

and pending a detailed survey of the imssihle new* scnirces of rex'enue, 

-4here is no alternative but to mark time.” A.nd so in we had 

a fill of Rs. 11 lakhs, as I asked yoi| to note. 
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And lo-day who will den 5 ' that the Finance Minister, has mounted a 
cliarger with sword in hand and come sweeping down, like Attila, to 
seize at a single bound crores, by way of the Sales Tax, an amount 
equivalent to which his predecessor took 3 years to pluck. And whyP 
Because there were to be Reforms and money had to be found to carry 
on. Whether for good or bad, whether improvements could be made or 
not, that did not matter, but Reforms there must and shall be. 

Now the Sales Tax, like the Hydra-headed monster it might prove 
to be, will attack the working educated middle classes from various 
points, striking my community hardest, driving the people to despair 
and to find relief only in communism. 

The bogey of Nazism and Fascism has destroyed British Imperialism, 
and true Democrac)^ has been smothered that should do justice to every 
section of the people on the different rungs of the ladder of civilization, 
and not sacrifice one for the benefit of another. (Cries of “Hear! hear!” 
from the (5)ngress Benches. ) To-du,^ one preaches Democracy but 
practises hypocrisy (Laughter. ). for where are the rights of the 
jninoritiesP Let us examine some of the main items of the Budget and 
see what useful ])urpose wdll be served by this additional U crores, and 
if we cannot save ourselves from further taxation. We are told that 
there is an increase of 55 lakhs under “Agriculture,” with a view to 
secure jute-growers a fair price. HowP By inflating prices and adding 
to stock ! Splendid idea! It is true that these men need every consi- 
deration due to their lack of holding pow'er, and marketing facilities. 
But it must be admitted, alfhouj/h it sotni(l< pnnuJo.rirnl , that if ts their 
porerfif that /.< the irealfli of fivnffol. If m their poeerfij thuf jiroJui'es 
the (/olden fibre of Beiu/al af eoin/irtifive nifes. Ex])eriments have 
proved that jute can bo grown in Java, Mesopotamia and Mozambique 
or Portugese East Africa, but not at prices which can compete with 
those ruling in Bengal. Hence, Bengal is prosperous. Again, any 
umlue rise in the price of jute will immediately place cotton on the 
market as u substitute for sacking, and bring disaster to the entire 
province. 

Therefore, it falls on the jute mill-owners to maintain and keep the 
industry under all conditions good or bud for the benefit of Bengal, and 
not lose it, like the indigo industry w'as lost by the Bihar planters. 

Next w'e are told that there is an increase in the grant for “Educa- 
tion.” Let us examine what the increase has been since 1937-38. We 
fin*d that it is R a. 58,63,000 from Rs. 1,18,82,000 to Rs. 1,77,4.7,000, 
a rise of 50 per cent. Just imagine: while the Anglo-Indian grant falls 
below" what they got in 1937-38, that is, from Rs. 12,87,00(t to 
Rs. 11,46,000, a decrease of Rs. 1,41,000. Why because they are a 
minority community and are Chri.stians and not Hindus and Moslems, 
and, mark you, their schools provide education for Indians as well, the 
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.quotft b#iDg ^5 per cent. Surelj' a 10 per cent, rise could be given us 
and bring our* grant upto 14 laklis. So that we, as one of the minorities, 
may also benefit by our New Government and Home Rule. But what 
has been the result of all this education? What good has it done for 
those whose fathers deprived themselves and made provision to educate 
their children? Men with B.A. degree to-day are prepared to work for 
Rs. 15 and many lawsers are practically starving, and st» we find 
educated men idle or driven to work as labourers, with the result labour 
in the country is getting restless. Was it worth deverting the calling 
^of any one community to destroy that of another? I ask, is it fair to 
keep on taxing my community and to keep down our educational grants 
because we are a minority community, with the ultimate result of 
destroying both Anglo-Indians and educated Indians by bringing down 
the wages of the educattvl miildle classes to that of the common labourer, 
menials and even the coolie, all of whom can earn Rs. 15 a inontli? 
Does all this make for evolution, or revolution? 


These are points we should carefully consider. To-day Anglo- 
Indians are being employed on the Railways on Rs. 15 u month. Such 
is the struggle for existence when others come in to ilisplace us and when 
petty traders and shop-keepers, labourers, menials and coolies all 
suddenly take to clerking. Well let us not blame the capitalist, and 
say that they engineered this with a view to keep down the cost of 
produciion. We have the choice to-day to regulate our eiluculional 
grants and to revert hack to the old order of things, rendering unto 
('icsar the things that are Ciesar’s and getting both efiicieucy hihI 
economy. 

In “Tivil Works” we tind a ri.se of 50 per cent, i.e.. Us. 58,00,000 
during the same period. A lot of useful ami necessary work has been 
carried out for the general good of the province for whicli we find no 
fault. But due to the war, as the prices of materials have gone up, 
schemes for building might be put oft’ and only the most important 
projects be taken in hand. 

The cost of “Administration” and the “Police” have also increased 
during this term. But by w'hut amount? By 20-01 lakhs in the 
former and 7-96 lakhs in the latter, being less than 20 per cent, and 
3 per cent, respectively' — one due to the new form of (iovernment and 
the other entirely due to a band of noisy agitators who under the 
protection and sufference of British Power and tolerances have upset 
the tranquillity of the country by their Leaders posing as Dictators, 
mistier than Hitler and Mussolini ! Therefore, these grants are fully 
justified to* maintain law and order; otherwise, it will he difficult, as 
was witnessed on the 10th day of February, 1941, when an excited mob 
■attacked the Tram Depot at ^jabasar, Calcutta, defying the police. 

Hon'ble Minister should be congratulated for the firm stand he has 
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tnken in this connection especially for the enlistment ridditional 
forces including Civic Guards, as an emergency war measure. In fact, 
it must be admitted that the Cri^minal Investigation Department has 
been neglected and the police needs a further grant to employ a larger 
and a more efficient force, for they are unable to tell us where Mr. 
Subash Bose is. We have seen how anti-British propaganda and 
countries with colonies overseas like Holland and Belgium declaring 
themselves neutral made way for Hitler to subjugate Europe, leaving 
England isolated but inriruvhle. 

The situation in India will be the same if the “Advance Guard” of 
anti-war propaganda succeeds. It will help our enemies to control the 
situation. It is, therefore, absolutely necessary for the Government to 
counteract all anti-war propaganda. Enthusiasm must be created by 
the Government about the war among tlie people of Bengal. The 
people should be shown the danger involved in a victory by the enemy. 
Money should be spent freely by the Government on all such schemes. 

If the savings I liave just suggested can be made and the Sales Tax 
be considered a war tax, I am sure Bengal will rise to the occasion to 
support it . If Bengal can speak in terms of India to better consolidate 
her position, then surely Bengal can speak in terms of the British 
Empire and support our countrymen, who with the rest of the Empire 
are fighting and giving their lives to defend us. 

To those who may be puzzled to find loyal industrial magnates in the 
ranks of the Demagogue Dictators I may recall the old fable— When the 
lion went hunting he selected the ass to do the braying and rouse the 
animals of the forest. After the hunt, which was a great success, the 
lion said. “Excellent. Had I not known that you were an ass, / should 
have been friffhienvd myself/' 

Moral:— Tmai England, Gandhi and dinnah, but do not betray 
England. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi FAZLUL QUADIR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
sir, every year during the Budget session each member gets an 
opportunity to declare hia viewpoints on the lines he thinks and 
considers good for the country and generally to criticise the action of 
the Government. It is very easy to criticise and find fault with others, 
but it is very rare for anyone to rectify his own wrong doings and 
mistakes. 

Last year during the Budget session I appealed to the Government 
on behalf of the poor agriculturists to establish a large number of 
short-term crop loan societies and advance 2 crores of rupees to stop 
the transfer of land by deed of sale to some extent, as the agriculturis£i 
are becoming landless labourers ^ay by day. 
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• Goverimen^ however, granted Hs. 60 lakhs instead of 2 crows and 
advanced through the Provincial Co-operative Bank up to Re. 60 lakhs 
to these societies and withheld further loan on the plea that the agri- 
cultural season was over. Many societies have been formed and 
applied for registration, but they were refused registration even on the 
ground that the agricultural season for the year was over. Besides, 
the operation of advancing money and formation of a larger number of 
pew societies took a long time to start the practical work. There had 
been much more demand which the Co-operative Department could not 
yieet. 

The position of agriculturists, I think, has not been materially 
affected by this loan, as Rs. 50 or Bs. GO lakhs is a drop in the ocean. 

The figures which I am just quoting from the Annual Administra- 
tion Report of the Registration Department for the year 1000 will show 
bow mortgages are gradually (Minverted into sale and the agriculturists 
are becoming landless labourers. 


PhESENT K('O.NOMir (ONDITION OK .UiKiri’I/ITHLSTS AM) NECESSITY OF 

ESTAHLisHiN(. MOKE Shohi Term ('hop I>oan (V>-opek \TI VK SoriKTIKS 
IN Henoal. 

Comparative figures of registration of doeuments affecting immovahle 

properties. 


Total number of documents. registercMl and value 
thereof. 


Year. 

Sale or exchange. 

Mortgages. 


No. 

V'aluc. 

No. 

Value. 



Rs. 


Rs. 

1937 . . 

.334.,573 

8,16.36,356 

30,262 

7,06,35,380 

1938 .. 

412,358 

9,05,65,312 

164,803 

3,64,29,841 

1939 .. 

654,875 

12,60,46,593 

164,78f> 

3,25,37,4t)5 


Sir, the Inspector-General of Registration in his Annual Administration 
Report of RKIO remarked as follows: — 


Another striking feature of the year is the abnormal increase in the 
number of sales under section 26C of the Bengal Tenancy Act, t.e., of 
t^upancy holdings which went up from 242,583 in 1938 to 560,224, 
showing an increase of 106*2 per oent^ 
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It i« the paramount duty of every civilised Government to arrest the 
pTogrem of sale in such manner and gave the raiyats. The Bengal 
Agricultural Debtors Act and (he Money-lenders Act could not save 
them. It became the general tendency of the money-lenders not to , 
advance any money unless land is sold. So the deed of sale is increas- 
ing by cent, per cent, or more. I, therefore, urge the Government to 
advance at least a crore of rupees for 1941-42 and set up the machinery 
to lake up the work in right earnest and immediately. 

Sir, in this connection I cannot but mention the miserable plight 
of poor weavers, the majority of whom have not yet joined the Tantubai 
Samity and come under the co-operative movement, and nothing has 
been done so far to meet their requirements. In order to ameliorate 
their condition, I suggest that sbort-tenn credit societies be also 
organised to develop the cottage industries in respect of purchase of 
raw materials and the fiimncing of stocks of finished products. 

For the lust four years 1 am erving in the wilderness and pressing 
year after year to start a cotton spinning mill, and last year I moved 
a resolution and got it unanimously ])as.scd in the meeting of the mem- 
bers of the (’oalition Fnrtv to start a cotton spinniiiy’ null at once, but 
I uiu d isa]>poin ted to see the Budget for 1941-42. AVhy it is so urgent 
and necessary 1 shall give yon a graphic idea of how the liandloom 
industry is gradually deteriorating. The (ensiis Report of 1901 shows 
that the t(»lal number of weavers in llie province was d(el,000, while 
the Report (»f 19'11 shows the number to he 172,000, that is, a decrease 
by '2 per cent, within dO years. I do not know what will happen in 
this census. 

Sir, I have been in touch witl» the liandloom industry for the last 
25 \ears. Kxperieme show\s that when there had been a great demand 
for yarn by tlie w^eavers, the mill-owners raised tlie jirice of yarn so 
that weavers could not stand tlie open competition in the market. This 
is why the number of weavers is decreasing and they are giving up 
their profession. Sir, to my mind, the ideal policy would he to run a 
cotton spinning mill only for the jiurpose of supplying yarn to the hand- 
loom weavers at prices as near the cost of production as possible. The 
supply of dyed yarn would he preferable, because if large quantities 
were dyed at once, expense.s would he lower. Government should take 
the initiative and take at least a substantial share in the company and 
encourage the capitalist to invest money for this noble cause. .tThe 
plea would be — this is war time and machineries will not be available. 
In reply to that, I would like to bring to the notice of the House that 
Chittugong National Cotton Mills got the indent from England m 
September last, only on 10 per cent, esi'ess charge for insurance., .If 
the Government sincerely wish ^t.* there will be, I think, no difficulty. 
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Iii ccXiciu^oiif for (lie development of liandloom industry I demand 
cotton spinning: mill and short-term industrial loan societies from the 
IJovernment and urg-e them to take immediate steps to translate it into 
^ctipn. 


provision has been n.ado for 
Ks. SO, 000. Ihis Item is, I tliink mere wii.ste of money. More than 

ouc^ a ('ommi8.sion of Knqnio' lia.l licen apiiointeil and if re.sulted in 
Jniitless labour. So this provision slionld l»e deleted from the Budjret 
provision of 1941-42. 


As le^ard.s free primarv e<lu(*ation, the .scale of ]>ny proposed is 
higher. The scale should be redtiecil, so (hat (he expenditure may be 
balaneetl with the eflueation tax and (irovernnient grant. 

A.s regard.s imlu.stries, there is no increased provision in the Budget 
for the maintenance grant to help the industrial schools for their deve- 
lopment ami for new schools. ] his should he seriously considered and 
provision >houid be made in (his direction. 

And lastly, Sir, as for jute restriction. 1 beg to submit that for the 
domestic con.sumption ot jute 1>\ the agriculturists themselves, rules 
should l>e franu‘d and ordiMs passed so that up to one bigha of land 
ever\ cultivator -luiiild havi' unrt'sitictcd right (f» utilise that for jute 
cultiva t ion . 


Babu MAOHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Mr. Depot \ Speaker, Sir, just 
at the oulsei I conj^ratiilaic our llon’hic I'inance Minister for his 
iri«jeiiuii\ in l»ringinj» the Budget umlcr disussion before the House. 
Tlicre can be no deining the fact tliat be took much trouble in prepar- 
ing the Budget with sp^eedf. but I niii.si iidniit that I cannot iinder- 
staml t)u’ p(dic\ ot the tio\ernincnl regarding sfune of (he provisions 

as a<dl as omissions m the Bmiget 

Sii. let me Hist lake u|» “Education.’’ ruder “ Kdiicatifoi* ’ w«' are 
glad to see that ( jovernmeni are giving (ji ^peml an increased uniouni of 
nearly IN. 1 ,77,4h,()n(K F or the last year, that is, for (he year 194(1-41, 
an amount of Hs, J , (id, IfJ, ()(♦(» was ]»r(»vided for “Etlucalion,” but for 
the jtre-'ent year, that is for the xear 1941-42, an inrreasf*d amount of 
Rs. 1 .77,4’), (MM) has been i>rovided in the Budget. It is a good symptom 
in the direction of the spread of mlmution, Wcause we know that all 
sections of the people, whether the Schedulful Caste.s or iion-Scheduled 
Castes require more or less State ai<l Hut. Sir, we see that the pro- 
visi^y for the education of Schefluled ( astes has becoi gradinilly 
decreasing. ^ For (he last year, (hat is, lor the year 194(J-41, Govern- 
mewt provided IN. 2, Ho, 009 for the education of the Scheduled Cast«a 
out of tlie fund of IN. 7> lakhs, but for the year under review only 
l,d0,(MX) has been provided for the education of these Scheduled 
Castes people. The amount that lied |jeen provided for 1940-41 seemed 
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to bo in«u^cient to meet the actual demand of the education of the 
Scheduled CaAtes, but that amount also has been reduced to Rs. l,50d^00 
in this year’s Bud^^et. Everybody can realise the actual situation of 
the educalion of the Scheduled Castes. Sir, here I cannot understand 
tlie policy of the Government. Government itself realises the need of 
the education of the Scheduled Castes and accordingly makes a pro- 
vision in the Government of India Act, 1935, for the Scheduled Castes, 
and the House itself realises the need of the education of the Scheduled 
Castes and, accordingly, passed a resolution in the Assembly sessions 
before the last one, asking Government to spend 10 lakhs of rupees tor 
the education of the Scheduled Castes. The Hon’ble Finance Minister 
also realises the need of the education of the Scheduled Castes. He has 
always been assuring the House that any amount necessary to meet the 
demands of the Scheduled Castes education will l>e provided in the 
Budget, and the Scheduled Castes Education tbmiiiittee also in C()n>i- 
deration of the necessity of the education of the Scheduled (.'astes lias 
prepared a scheme and submitted before the Government for its 
accepiatM-e. Hut what do we find}* We find that Government takes 
no step towards the direction of carrying ont of these schemes or 
resolutions. We have noticed somewdiere that without schemes lakhs of 
rupees have been provided, but while the Scheduled Castes have sub- 
mitted schemes fpr the education of their members Government take no 
steps to carry them out. 

Sir, uiiotlier difficulty these Scheduled Castes have to face is regard- 
ing primary education. It is a good symptom, no doubt, that the 
Government is providing, though not sufficient, a sum of nu)ne.\ tor 
the improvement of primary education of the province. In some of the 
districts of this province School Ihmrds have been formed and those 
School Boards have been entrusted with primary educati(»ii of the dis- 
tricts, hut we have been receiving information from many places that the 
localities where Scheduled Castes predominate, they are not getting anj 
primary schools to educate their children, and the old institutions which 
have been existing from before there are being shifted elsewhere and 
thereby causing a disadvantage to the Scheduled Caste boys. 

Sir, I desire to point out another thing before this House. Govern- 
ment has been spending a large amount to maintain a Special Officer 
to look after the observaiue of the communal ratio in the matter of 
appointments of this province, but we find that the disadvantages the 
Sclmduled (’astes had to face still continue. The House as well a« 
everyone outside knows that the communal ratio in .services has^J'cen 
fixed and, accordingly, 15 per cent, of the services goes to the Scheduled 
Castes, but in fixing that ratio Government has introduced some quali- 
fying clause, vi*., “provided properly qualified candidates are available, 
and taking advantage of this clause unsympathetic appointing auth^ 
rities are always depriving these Scheduled Caste candidates of their 
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prop^ alKtre Ind claim. In these circumstances, I would su^^est that 
this clause shWd be removed in the interest of the Sheduled Castes, 
otherwise their interest in the matter of appointment will not be safe 
in the hands of unsympathetic appointing authorities. 

I would like to point out to the House another matter. Sir, more 
than 6 lakhs of people of this province have been livinjr by fishing, but 
their rights and privileges have been suffering at the whims of the 
.proprietors of the fishery rights, because they have little or no riglits 
over the fi.sheries they enjoy. Government also realises the actual 
4)osition of these fishermen and the Hon’ble Revenue Minister has been 
always assuring the House that Government will come forward with a 
Bill to regulate their rights, but unfortunately we find no sign in the 
budget by providing any amount to mitigate the sufferings of those 
people. I hope Government and the Hon'ble Finance Minister will 
consider all the.se matters at the time of the revised Budget. With 
these words I re.sume my seat. 

Mr. NI8HITHA HATH KUNOU: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister will probably pardon me if 1 cannot con- 
gratulate him on his Budget statement, because in his performance this 
year he has not been able tu introduce any radical changes in the 
budgetary principle. 

Sir, every member of this House is aware about the serious respon- 
sibility that this Legislature has in framing and preparing the Budget. 
Though it is not possible for this Legislature actually to take part in 
the preparation of the Budget, still this liegifrrlature has not for that 
reason surrendered the public purse to the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
or, for the matter of that, to the cabinet. We have in the last four 
years in our criticisms and constnu^tive suggeslions iried lo formulate 
the plan and policy on which the Budget slioubi be prepared. If I 
remember correcll\. the inenibcrs (d the ( oaliiion Burty as well do not 
always full.\ appH^ve tlie Budget as fnui»e<l by the cabinet. But may 
we ask the Finance Minister if he has in any way tried to apply the 
plan and policy that we tried to formulate through our criticisms and 
constructive suggestions?^ {'erluinK it is not pos.^ible for us on this side 
of the House to give {.efinite schemes, as we do not possess facts and 
data for framing such schemes. But yet we tried to give some idea 
about schemes and plans. From the attitude of the cabinet, however, 
it appears as if this matter c)f public finance has become a matter of 
private finance of the Hon'ble Finance Minister. This Budget 
mfy be best characterised as noted for haphazard grants for distributing 
patronage io a few fortunate favourite institutions 

Mr. ANUKUL. CHANDRA DAtS On a point of order, Sir. There 
in' no quorum. 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Secretary will ring the brfll aBd, in the 
meanwhile, the honourable member may continue his siJeech. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: I shall not be wrong when I 
say that in formulating this Budget the Hon’ble Finance Minister— 
and, for the matter of that, the cabinet— have not followed any 
principle of their own 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, is it the policy 
of the Coalition Party to see that the discussion fails for want of a* 
quorum? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, Sir. 

Mr. NI8H ITHA* NATH KUNDU. When I say that the cabinet 
have failed absolutely to introduce any radical change in the budgetary 
policy, 1 want to substantiate my observation by quoting the percentages 
of expenditure in different iteni.M. Like previous years, the present 
Budget provides about 48 per cent, of the total revenue receipt for heads 
under “(leneral Administration,” “Administration of Justice,” “Jails 
and ('onvict Settlements,” “Police,” “Superannuation Allowances and 
l^ensions” and for heads under “Irrigation,” “Agriculture,” “Indus- 
tries,” “Medical”, “Public Health” and “ro-operation,” it provides 
only about 24 per cent. The percentages of expenditure thus remain 
the same as before. As I .said before, our duty here is to detennine 
the policy, and we did it. Sir, I now want to show that the ministry 
absolutely failed to fulfil their duties. If we scrutinise the different 
items of expenditure, we will see that it has been the regular custom 
with the cabinet to show deliberately inflated expenses on items of 
nation-building, with this idea in mind that they will never spend those 
amounts. That attitude has not also been changed in framing the next 
year’s Budget. This statement can be substantiated only if we com- 
pare the figures of the Budget for 1940-41 with the figures in the revised 
Budget for 1940-41. 

Sir, I shall begin with the Irrigation Department. In the Irriga- 
tion Department out of a very comparatively small amount budgeted 
for this year for contour survey in North Bengal, only about Rs. 45,000 
has been spent. The amount for contour survey of Central Bengal 
lying east of Jalangi and Bhagirathi also remains unspent. 

Under the head ^^Discretionary Grant by Heads of Provinces, eto.” 
out of the amount budgeted Rs. 1,14,000 could not be spent. 

Under the head “Miscellaneous Grants-in-aid and Contributions,” 
although about Rs. 1,62,000 was budgeted, only Rs. 77,000 could be., 
spent. 
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Under the |^ead “Kural Keconstruction,” “Adult Education^’ and 
sub-head ^Direet Grants to non-Govemment Primary Night Schools — 
Non-recurring — Furniture and Equipment/’ though the amount 
budgeted was Rs. 70,000, only Rs. 5,000 was spent in 1940-41 and 
Rs. 5,000 has been allotted for the next year ^ 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Oossimbazar; 

The year is not yet over. 

^ Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: If you have not been able to 
spend this uniount during all these ten months, I do not think there ia 
any possibility of this Imge amount being spent in two months. 

Under the head “Grants for the encouragement of literature” out 
of Rs. 20,000 luidgeted, only Rs. 2,tM)0 was spent. (The Hon’ble 
Mr. II. S. SrHR4WARi>\ : We won’t wust<* it.) 

Although the grant to the llengali Sanskrit Association was shown 
to be Rs. 29, noth nothing was spent on that account. There is again 
non-utilisation of the provision of Rs, 89,000 for opening the Eden 
Ward in the Victoria Hospital at Darjeeling. There has also been 
a saving of Rs. 80,000 out of a provision of Rs. 90,000 for the improve- 
ment of Sadar Hospitals for the reason that the schemes did not mature 
during the year. In this way, hy numerous examples, it can be shown 
that the inflated items of expenditure, especially those of the nation- 
building departments, remained unspent; so, where is the guarantee 
that the huge figures that have been shiiwn against the nation-building 
departments as well as other departments would be actually spent next 
year? I do not think that there is any justification for showing inflated 
amounts like what have been done by Government and then asking the 
Legislature to pass Taxation Hills to balance their Budget. Sir, the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister apprehended this attack from the Opposi- 
tion that the members of the liCgislature would tell him that he had 
falsely raised the cry of deficit. As a matter of fact, there will be no 
deficit, but with a view to gaining political and sectional advantages 
the ministry has inflated the expenditure side of the Budget so that they 
may have some justification for having the new taxation measures 
passed. Not only could the Finance Minister make out a case for new 
taxation, but he has also failed tu prove that the people of the province 
are in apposition to bear the burden of further taxation measures. 

(At this stage the red light was lit.) 

Sir, the red light has been lit and I have to finish; but before 1 
finish I want to suggest one thing which might go to minimise to some 
exfe^t the waste and mismanagement in framing and executing the 
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Budget. If tbe Budget is framed with the help of a g^oup of persops 
elected by this Legislature and the Ministers and other executive 
experts of Government many of the grievances which have been given 
expression to here would not have to be made in future. 

As to the haphazard manner in which the grants have been allotted, 
I would only draw the attention of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister to 
•one or two items. Sir, there is a provision of Rs. 67,000 for a college 
at Chakhar. May I ask him on what principle he has made this allot- 
ment There are districts in this province where as yet no college has 
been established. Now, I ask, is it in the mind of the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister to come forward with lavish allotments in case any 
district comes forwai^ with a proposal to start a new college? If that 
be so, why is it that no allotment has been made for the three new 
■colleges in N(»rth Bengal, the Azizul Huque College at Bogra, the 
Adina College at Malda and the new cpllege at Sirajganj 

Mri DEPUTY SPEAKER: How long will you take, Mr. Kundii? 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Only a minute or two, Sir. 

I shall now turn to page 127 of the Red Book. There are certain 
allotments here under the head “Miscellaneous.^’ The allotment for 
the Calcutta Blind School is only Rs. 30(1. Why is it that the allotment 
for this school is so small? Is it because there is no need for more 
grant, or is it that the institution is not a very useful one? If we 
scrutinise these allotments, it will show’ that there is no principle or 
policy behind these allotments except only for tbe purpose of distribut- 
ing patronages. 

Sir, I do not congratulate the Hoii’ble Minister on his achievement 
in framing this Budget, but 1 can say this much, that he is gaining 
in experience, and he has admitted that at least two of the nation- 
building departments have been starved. 1 only implore the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister not to unnecessarily inflate the expenditure side 
of the Budget in order to prove that the Budget is a very prospective 
one and in the end of the year not to spend the amounts shown in the 
Budget. 


AdJoumnMnt 

It being 8-2 p.m.— 

The House was adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Wednesday, the 26th 
February, 1941, at the Assembly Hodse, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act. 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly HoUsSe, Calrutta, on Wednesday, 
the 26th February, 1941, at 4-4') p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. M. Ashhaf Ali) int the Chair, 9 Hon'ble 
Ministers and 196 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were ghren) 

OeiKliiet of the Prsskleiit of the Diamond Harbour High English tohool. 

•97At Mrt P. BANER4I: (o) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Education Department aware that the present Subdivieional 
Officer, Diamond Harbour, who is the President of the Diamond 
Harbour High English School, insulted the members of the Managing 
Committee on the 16th May, l!140, by ordering them to get out of the' 
meeting held in connection with the election of the Secretary caused 
by resignation. 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon^ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the same President took away the proceedings books 
and other records of the school ; and 

(ti) what business, if any, was transacted at the meeting? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the said President gave pro- 

motion to one of the teachers to the post of Assistant Head Master 
without consulting the members of the Committee? • 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

* (t) that a requisition was made by eight members of the Com- 
mittee for holding a meeting; and 

'(ii) that no meeting is being caJIjd by the President? 
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(/) Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that the Electoraf Rol? prepared 
by the Head Master was not placed before the Manag^ing Committee P 

(^) If so, what were the reasons P 

(h) Will the Hon’ble MinisteJ^^lje pleased to state what action, if 
any, he proposes to take in the matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): (a) There was an exchange of hot 
words between the Subdivisional Officer and some of the members of 
the Managing Committee but the Subdivisional Officer did not insult 
the members or order them to leave the meeting. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) (i) No records were taken away by the Subdivisional Officer 
but proceedings book was with him for some time. 

(ii) No formal business was transacted at the meeting. 

(d) No. 

(e) Yes, 

(/) and (g) Because the term of office of the Committee had expired. 

(h) None. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state the authentic reason for this excitement in the School 
Committee meeting? 

Tho Hon’blO Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; I do not know the full 
details but what I could gather from the papers received is that in the 
course of discussion some of the members lost temper. The Subdivi- 
sional Officer caught the contagion and he also lost temper and there 
was an exchange of hot words. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA GH08E; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state definitely on what is-sue hot words were exchanged so 
that we can understand the real position? 

Tho Hoii’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is very difficult to 
answer. I have not got the report on that point, but if the honourable 
member wants fuller details I will ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL ICRISHNA GH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state where this meeting was held? 

Tho H<m*lllO Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs As far as I know, in the 
office. 
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Mf* HTUC KRISHNA CHOSE S Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the electoral roll was placed at the very same 
meeting by the Head Master? 

The Hon’llle Mr. A* K. FAZLUL HUQs I have no information. 

Mr. P. BANER4IS Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that though this 
quesion was put in the July session of the Assembly, and since then 
two sessions -have passed, still no answer has been given? Will he 
please state the reason ? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: How does that question arise? 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, it is my question. I gave notice of this 
question in July last. This que.stion was neither answered in the 
July session nor in the winter session. Subsequently this session I 
wrote a letter to the Hon ’hie Speaker and I wanted to know the reason 
why an answer to this question has been withheld for the last two 
sessions. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: What is your question now? 

Mr. P. BANERill: Sir. I want to know why answer to iiiy que§* 
tion has been withheld for the Inst two sessions. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. P. BANERJI. Is the Hon ’hie Minister aware that the Gov- 
erning Body of the Schot)! Committee is not functioning since the I6th 
May, 1940? 

Tha Hon’bia Mr. A. K. PAZLUL HUQs There have been no meet- 
ings held, hut that has not prevented the mcIhk)! from going on. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that accord- 
ing to the School ('ode, the Governing Bmly of every school must hold 
meetings once in two months? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: How does that question arise? 

|l/. P. BANERJI: It arises, Sir, in this way, from the answer 
given by the Hon'ble Minister that in spite of the fact that there is no 
School Committee functioning, still there has been no difficulty in con- 
tinuing the work of the institution. 1 want to enquire how the work 
of, the institution can continue without calling a meeting of the 
Governing Body. 
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The Hoil’blf Mr. A. K. FAZLIIL HUQ: The work^of school 
does nol depend on the meetings held by the Governing Body. The 
Governing Body is intended foa* governing the administration of the 
school. That is a different matter. No serious objection has been 
taken io that by anybody and no 'questions have arisen. 

Mr. P. BANERdl: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that eight out 
of the 12 members of the Governing Body applied to the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of Education^ the Chief Secretary and the Vice- 
Chan(;ellor of the University, reporting about the conduct of the 
President of the Committee? 

The Hon*ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, Sir. Representations 
were received, 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state 
what was the result of those representations and who made enquiries in 
the matter and acquainted the Hon’ble Minister of the department con- 
cerned with the real state of affairs? 

Th« Hofi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As far as 1 am aware, the 
situation now' is quite satisfactory and the relations are smooth. If 
the honourable meinl^er has got information to the contrary. I am quite 
willing to intervene to bring about a settlement. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state with reference to his answer (c) (ii) the 
leasons why the proceedings book was kept by the Subdivisional Officer 
with him for some time? 

Thf HOffl’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Generally the proceedings 
of a meeting are written at the time the meetings are held. Sometimes 
these proceedings Iwoks are taken aw’ay for the purpose of recording the 
proceedings. That may have been one of the reasons why the book 
was kept by the Subdivisional Officer. Otherwise I do not see any 
reason why it was so kept by him. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Is it the duty of the 
Subdivisional Officer acting as the President to write the proceedings 
book or is it the duty of somebody else? 

Th« Hon’bli Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The President himself 
writes the proceedings book. That is the practice. 

R« HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: No, it is the Secretary 
who writes it. 
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• tin Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: T thought that the 

President himself writes. 


Mr. P. BANERdI: Will the lloirble Minister be pleased to state 
whether he is ajfreeable to receive a deputation of theM^ members? 

. The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, Sir. The Diamond 
Harbour school is a very important school and I shall be delijfhted to 
discuss the matter with the members of the Manan'inp: I'ommittee and 
try to remove the rause of tlu‘ir jrrievum es. T am quite willing to do 
that. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hoirble 

Minister be pleasetl to .-^tate whether the proceediiiffs book was taken 
away with the consent ol the (’ominittee or without their consent on 
the authority of the Subdivisitmal Officer himself? 


The Hon*ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 cannot sii\ . but 1 pre- 
sume that the members (»f the ('ominittee did not protest. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hnn’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether (he pnM*eedinffs book recorded the 
proceeding's of those meetings correctly or whetlier the proccedinKH of 
those iiieetinjrs have been left out of the proceedings book where the 
conduct of the Subdivisiimal Officer acting as the President was 
involved ? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: All right, Sir, 1 will 
put the question in another form. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how long was the proceedings book kejd by the Subdivisional 
Officer awav from the office of the School (onimittee? 


The Hon’hlt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ : 1 can’t answer. 

. 

Haulvi ABU HOMAIN SARKARl Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether that Subdivisional Officer has got official supe* 
rionty complex? 

. "Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Tliat ^question does not ariae. 
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Mr, ATUL CHANDflA SEN: With reference to ai^Wers (/) and 
(ff), may I know when the term of office of the Committee had expired? 

The Hoffi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I want notice. It ia a 
question of fact. 

A m endmetit of Jute Regulation Act| 1840. 

•S7B. Mr. MAQBUL H08AIN: (a) Will the~Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department, be pleased to 
state whether he has received petitions from jute-growers for amend- 
ing “The Bengal Jute Regulation Act, 1940”? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the total iiumber of such petitions received 
from each district, separately H 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Miiiivster aware that there exists a feeling of 
discontenl amongst the jute-growers after the operation of this ActP 

(J) If so, is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of 
amending the Act? 

(el If so, when? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) I have 
received numerous petitions asking for relaxation of the terms and 
provisions of the Act in order to accommodate special cases. I cannot 
trace any petit i(»n for torraal amendment of the Act. 

(h) and (e) Do not arise. 

(c) I urn aware that there has been discontent over what are 
alleged to be the defects of the record. 

(d) Amendment of the Act is not necessary to deal with the great 
bulk of the alleged grievances. Action has been taken to ensure that 
genuine grievances are remedied as far as possible. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: With reference to answer 
(c), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state wffiat steps have 
Gtovernment taken to remedy the records where lands which have 
emerged out of water after the settlement operations have not *5een 
recorded as jute lands? 

The Hon’blt Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, 1 do not follow hie 
question. 
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Mr. iURBNDRA NATH BISWAS: 1 be^ to inform the Hon ble 
Minister that Vte land records were prepared according to settlement 
records. So we find in the records the plot numbers of settlement 
records. Now, the lands which emerged out of the water after the pre- 
paration of the settlement records have not been recorded. So, I ask 
the Hon’ble Minister what steps he has taken to remedy the defect, 
namely, the non-recording of jute lands which emerged out of water 
after the preparation of the settlement records. 

The Hoii’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: All the lands on which 
there was jute have been recorded 'whether tliey emerged mit of water 
or not. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware 
that the records of jute lands have been ])repared according to plot 
numbers of settlement records only}'' 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: No, not always 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: AVill the Honlde Minister be 
pleased to state what steps has he taken to remedy the defects of tha 
wrong records where wrong plot numbers have been recorded in a 
certain record as belonging to a certain person}' 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: finw does that ({uestion arise}' 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: The question (c) is; Is the 

Hon’ble Minister uMarc that there exists a feeling of discontent among 
the jute-growers after the operation of this ActP Sir, the Act is not 
bad but the operation has been bad. While operating the Act, the 
records of jute lauds have ]w*en so prepared that the plot numbers 
belonging to another person liave been recorded as belonging to a cer- 
tain person. So, I ask the Hon’ble Minister what steps have been 
taken to remedy that defect. 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Instructions have been 
issued to rectify these mistakes. 

• • 

Mr. SHAHEOALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
wbkber he has issued instructions to the district authorities to rectify 
the records where no record has been made under section ii(2) of the 
Regulation Act? 
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The Hwi'hie Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHANs For recj^rd lic&der that 
geotion it ig necesaary that the grower should submit a petition pray- 
ing for that. The cases of those who have submitted such petitions 
will be looked into and if found to be true records will be made under 
that section. 

Mr, 8URENDRA NATH Bi8WA8: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state what steps has he taken to make thd announcement of 
Government regarding corrections known to the jute-growers in 
villages P . 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The ordinary procedure 
that is followed in such cases has been followed in this case also, 
rainphlets are being distributed to Union Boards and Jute Committees 
are being asked to inform jute-growers as far as practicable and also, 
J think, it will be announced by beat of drum. 


Restriction on Jute Cultivation. 

*97C. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: (fO Is the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department aware 
that there exists a feeling in the minds of the agriculturists on account 
of the fact that no rotation of crops is permissible this year as jute 
cannot be sown in lands where paddy was grown last year as the process 
involved in correction of records will take timeP 

(h) If so, what steps does he propose to take to permit the sowing 
of jute within the limits of the quota allocated to each cultivator in 
plots where pa<ld.\ was planted last year? 

The Hon'blo Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) This feeling may 
have existed in some places in the past but it must now^ have been 
effectively dispelled by the announcements made by Government and 
the instructions issued to all Union Jute rommittees to the effect that 
all applications for permission to grow jute on lands not recorded up to 
the limit of the urea covered by the licence shall be received and dealt 
with according to law at any time, even after the licence has been 
iatued. 

(h) I)f>es not arise. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: With reference to answer (a), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whetber hand-bills have 
been prepared and are being distributed to jute-growers, as just new 
stated by the Hon* ble Minister? 
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. TIM Wl\|e Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: ProbaUy thii is being 
done. If my friend wants exact information, I must ask for notioe. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to enquire whether these hand-bills have been prepared and if 
not, whether he would consider the desirability of getting these hand- 
bills prepared and. issned to jute-growers in the villages imhiediately P 

Th# Hail’SIt Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Every effective step is 
being taken. .If my friend wants information on tiiat point, 1 can 
supply him \yith that. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 
(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Failure of crops in cortain subdivisions of Burdwan district. 

41. Mr. BANKU BEHARI MANDAL: (a) 1h the Hon'ble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department aware that there was a 
failure of cropH in the year M)40 for want of rains in the subdivisions 
of Kalna, Katwa and Asansol in the district of Burdwan? 

(6) If so, what steps does the Hon’ble Minister contemplate taking 
or has taken to ameliorate the condition of the people of these areas? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon*blo Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) Owing to inHufficient rain- 
fall there has been a partial failure of crops in these subdivisions. 

(6) The following amounts have been sanctioned by Government: — 


Rs. 

(1) Agricultural loans ... 95,000 

(2) Land Improvement loans .. 36,000 

(3) Gratuitous relief ... 6,300 

(4) Improvement of tank.s under the Bengal Tanks 

Improvement Act as test works ... 5,000 


Ordinary test relief works have also been opened in some of the 
aff^ted areas. 

.Mauivi ABUL HASHIM: Will the fion^ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that in parts of subdivisions, there exists acute 
distfess due to complete failure. of the crop os opposed to partial failure^ 
iqsSitioxied in the reply? 



«6 QUBST10IT8. [ZOm Fta., 

Tlw Hon'fil* Sir BUOY PRASAO SINGH ROYi .i haVe atated 

what the Government information ie. 

Mailivi ABUL HA8HIM: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if he is aware that cases of death due to starvation from village 
Pindirat, thana Mangalcot in Katwa subdivision, have been recently 
reported to the District Magistrate of BurdwanP 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYs Government have 
got no information on that point up till now. 

Maiilvi ABUL HA8HIM: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
enquire into the matter P 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Yes, Sir 

Mr, N|HARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state whether Government have ordered remission 
of rent and revenue in those areas where there has been partial failure 
of crops? 

The Hofi’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: There is no law 
under which Government can order remission of rent unless it is 
khas viahal and as regards revenue, as it is a permanently-settled area, 
the question of remission does not arise. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: In view of the fact 

that there has been partial failure of crops in certain areas, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps Government have taken 
with a view to exempt pca.snnts from such payment of rent? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: None. 

Baths and latrines in steamers of River Steam Navigation Company 
and India General Navigation Railway Company. 

42. Maulana MD. MUNIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABADI; {a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge ot the Commeri^e and Lalwur Department 
aware — 

(t) that there is no facility for separate baths and latrines in the 
inter«ola$se8 of the steamers of the River Steam Navi^^^ion 
Company and India General Navigation Railway Com- 
pany; and 

(ii) that inter-class passengers are .to use the latrines meant for 
third class passengers situated in the lower deck? ' . 



QUESTIONS. 


87 


194L] % 


1 I . . * 

* (h) If the fnswer to (a) is in the affirmatiTe, will the Hon*ble 

Minister be pleased to state the steps Govemment contemplate taking 

to remedy this inconvenience? 


MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy) : (a) Yes: the demands 
on space preclude the provision of separate bathrooms and latrines. 

• (h) No action is Vonsidered necessary at prt^sent. 

• Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: In answer {h) it is stated: “No 
action is considered necessary”. Will tlie Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state, by whom ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: It the h • monrahle mem- 
ber will he |)lea*<ed to look at the (jiie.stiou, he will know. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN. With rcierence to ausww («)* will 
the Hon’ble Mini.ster be pleased to ntate if lie is aware what i.s the ]>er- 
centage of space allotted t(j Hrst clufos, second class, inter class and third 
class passengers respectively ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (ertuinly I am not 
aware of it, 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With referenc^e to answer {h) will 
the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state why no action is c.onsidered 
necessary at present? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: 1 cannot reconstruct or 
enlarge the steamer^ or give ad<litional space wdiere there is not any. 


STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral antwar was ghren) 

Fnnohiee of registered trade unions. 

•88. Mr. 4 , N. GUPTA: in) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Commerce and Lalniur Depart ineiit be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that an agreement was reached at the CVmference of LaliouT 
Ministers held in Delhi last year that trade unions registered by the 
Cenftal Trade Union Registrar will he given franchise by the Province 
at whose jurisdiction the heachjuarters of trade unions are located? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister l*e pleased to state what action, 
if «riy, has been taken by this Government to give effect to the agree- 

monlf 
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Tlw HM'ble Mr. H. t. SUHRAWARDY: (a) No. Apparently the 

konourable member refers to the question of delegation of powers to 
Provincial Governments regardihg trade unions whose objects are not 
confined to one Province, which was discussed in the First Conference 
of Ijabour MAiiisters. 

(b) Boes not arise. 

Mfi ill Ni GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
what was actually discussed in that conference? 

Tho HOfl'blft Mr« H. 8. SUHRAWARDY : An enormous number of 
subjects were discussed at that conference which have been embodied 
in the report of the proceedings issued by the Government of India. 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
if there is any Railway Trade Union which has not been examined by 
the Tribunal appointed by the Government of Bengal ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No. Sir, 1 am not aware 
of that. 

Mr. d. N. GUPTA: VV’ill the Uon’hle Minister be pleased to state 
if he is aware that there are Railway Trade Gnions the jurisdiction of 
which extends to more than one province in India? 

The Hon*ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: There are such Railway 
Trade Unions in existence. 

Adjournmeiit motion. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Sir, yesterday 1 gave notice of an 
adjournment motion about a Press statement made by the Hon’ble the 
Chief Minister in connection with the Census operations in the province 
and Mr. Speaker told me that he had hardly had any time to consider 
the question that day and that he would consider it to-day. May we 
know, Sir, where the matter stands? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: In view* of the fact that the palters are 
now in the hands of Mr. Speaker who is indispoi^ed, nothing can be done 
for the present. I hope, Mr. Speaker will himself decide the question 
very aoon. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: But then. Sir, the question of 
urgency may be raised. 

Mr« DEPUTY 8PiAKERl As regards the urgency, I think, if wiU 
be waived. 
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cAneral discussion of the budget. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, the 
Budget for the year J 941-42 is looming krge not because the Hou*ble 
Mr. Shahid Suhrawardy has tome forward with a Sales Tax but 
because of the war situation. The Hon^de the Finance Minister has 
xnadj? a statement which, if we read in between the lines, will appear 
Jo be full of inconsistencie.s. If I am allow'ed to speak on his own 
statement, let me criticise a few line.s which he himself has uttered. 
Xhe Hon’ble the Finance Minister has .said: “The estimates anti- 
cipate a deficit on revenue ac<'ount of 1 crore 34 lakhs and provide 
for a closing balance of 33 lakha only. The hitter amount is hope- 
lessly inadequate as a working liakince and is less even than the 
minimum balance that we are required t^ maintain with the Reserve 
Bank and in Treasuries”, Sir, from his own speech we can understand 
that the Government of Bengal is financially Imnkrupt to-day. They 
have not the means to maintain the minimum balance with the 
Reserve Bank. In the ordiimrv course of transaction, if a customer 
cannot keep the minimum balance in the Rank, his cheques will be 
dishonoured and his accounts will be closed. Such is the piteous 
condition of the finances of this province under the regime of the 
Hou’ble Mr. Suhrawardy, and this we have just come to learn from 
the statement of the Hon’ble Minister himself. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, the Budget speech of the Hon'ble the 
Finance Minister is a statement full of inconsistencies, and it seems 
to me that the Hon’ble Mr. »Suhrawardy is only trying to excel the 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister in iiux>usistency. If a Minister could 
hoodwink everything by bluff and bluff alone, then these two Ministers 
could safely carry out everything by bluff. But, Sir, this matter of 
fact world is such that the hide and seek policy cannot go on for ever. 
The Hon’ble the Finance Minister has begun with a bluff and declared 
to the people of Bengal that “a progressive Government in the 
discharge of its manifold responsibilities must ne<‘essarily go on 
increasing its scale of expenditure on nation-building activities”. In 
the opinion of the Hon’ble the Firuiiice Minister Government will go 
on increasing its expenditure without caring to know where to stop 
and where to curtail it. If this is the idea of the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister, I would iell him to bid goo<l-bye to the Finance Department 
and to take shelter somewhere else. Not satisfied with this, the 
Hon’ble Minister further gives expression to something as if he^ is 
liv^g in a fools’ paradise. He says, “I shall have to explore further 
means of increasing our resources at no distant date”. Are we to 
expect that the Hon’ble the Finance Minister will come forward with 
another taxation measure? Are we to understand that he will come 
with another sword over the head of this Legislature demanding a 
tvfiSh tax? May we know what fefm^of taxation it will be-— direct or 
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mdirectJ' Let him come forward with “8 statement aSj^to Wnat is his 
intention before he^expeots the members of this Legislature to pass 
this Budget and pass all other items which he has stated in his speech. 

Sir, the present Bengal Cabinet consists of men ‘who are incapable 
and unworthy of administering Iheir own domestic affairs : I say this 
not as a personal attack on the members of the Cabinet. I simply 
say that this Ministry is wholly inoompetenf to manage the adminis- 
tration of a protinoe like Bengal. The other day when Mr. Abu 
Hossain Sarkar made a remark tbat some of the Ministers ha^ 
mismanaged their own estates and personal properties, the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister at once retorted that he personally had inherited 
no paternal pr^j|)erty nor had he ruined his personal property. May I 
ahk him, Sir, whether he is ruinipg^ the public finance of Bengal or 
npt, and whether -he has not brought a solyent Bengal Government 
to the verge of bankruptcy and fiSancial ruin ? the Hon'ble the 

Finance Minister done ^bat *'in his personal ^-and private capacity, 
people would KiveM)y this time been waiting for him outside with a 
bpdy- warrant and would have at the first opportunity caught him and 
lodged him in jail. And in that case he would Have to shed real tears 
and not crocodile tears as he is shedding here now in this House. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, whaf^cver we may say will liave nO'Clfect 
on the Hon’ble the Ministli', and the reason therefor is well 

known to us ; we are fully conscious of the overw^helming majority he 
is carrying behind him with the help of which he can carry any 
measure through this House. We are fully conscious ot that, but 
still we who represent our constituencies here have got to put 
forward our view-point#, no matter whether these are pleasant or not 
to the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawiirdy, and we can certainly expect him to 
give us a patient hearing. Personally speaking, I have neither any 
friendship with nor any grudge against any of the Hon’ble Ministers. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, the Hou’ble Finance Minister declares 
tbat they have succeeded iji securing the growers of jute a price that 
would not huive, been possible had the forces of competition been 
allowed a free play. My esteemed friend Mr. Jalan gave a vivid 
description of the happenings of this jute transaction. The Hon’fie 
Minister may think in his own way but he does not realise the hard 
truth that he has committed a gi^t blunder in purchasing 48,948 
pucca boles of jute in June and July, 1940, with the object of securing 
an adequate price for the crop of 1940. The cost was Rs. ^,25,000. 
As regards any extra purchase or any extra storage that may be dealt 
with elsew^here but when I take this particular amount which is valued 
at Rs. 29 lakhs ahd several thousand, will the Hon’ble Minister decline 
to say that this transaction has ended in a great loasP May we know 
who is responsible for this terrible loss ? May we knou^ who was the 
officer mad under whose instruction jthe Hon’ble Finance Minister 
entered into this transaction ? So. far as 1 can understand, it was none 
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of his u«ouit9d|. H« does ndt know the jute luarket. He does not 
seem to follow the fluctuations of price froor day to day and liow the 
events turn — either in favour or against. In these ciroumstanoes even 
though his motive might have b^u good he ha$ incurred a loss and 
the loss amounts to several lakhs rupees which oould have been 
supplied to the poor people of Bengal. With this sort of blunder who 
are responsible for this l|uge deficit with which we are faced tordayP 
The'Hon’ble Finance Minister, whenever he Mnds a-*difficulty, oomes 
with this cry that he has jlone these things for nation-building activities. 

I will quote another example of his natidSi-building activity. W^ 
understand that the Government have ])urchased two plots of land netor 
the High Court at a cost of 8 of rupees and what^re they goin|[f 
to do with these two plots of landl Those two plots of land will bs 
kept vacant till the war Is over, til] tha normal prfces of beanos, iron 
and other things return. Tlien they will formulate a scheme and"will« 
erect a building, and for w'hat purpose? For the r^ide^ce of Govern- 
ment oflicers. This is his plan. Bui look at the situation outside this 
House. Thousands of people are marchfng in hunger. Several^ rivets 
are in a dyfng condition. The lion 'hie Irrigation Minister has not 
time to move. He cannot go to the distant villages.’ He cannot go to 
the different districts. If he once goes some people will come with 
some flowers. He w’ill receive theih and his photograph will come out 
in the Bengal Weekly and he is Satisfied and the Bengal Ministry ia 
satisfied. But remember, you will have to approach your constituencies 
again, and those very people will ask you, *‘What about your river 
Bhairab scheme? What about your schemes and your de*darationsP'* 
You will have to give some reply — either in the negative or in tho 
afiirmative and be prepared for tlmt situation. We have been dinning 
constantly in his ears, “Just go to the Bhairab, just go to the Naba- 
ganga, just go to the Gurnti and see actually what state of things 
prevails there.” Even if you (‘annot carry out the sidiemes, you can 
go there and speak to them. But you have neither the time nor the 
energy nor the courage. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, the situation is this: Be it the Govern- 
ment of Huq Ministry or be it the Government of any other Ministry, 
Bengal elands in the very same position as it w'as in the year 1935-36. 
You put the question to the peasantry, “Is your financial position 
better in any way than the year 1937?” He will say, “No”. ”Is yout 
standard of living in any way better than 1935?” ”No”. “Is your* 
crop satisfactory P” “No”. “Manure satisfactory?” “No”. “Wbjit 
abou^ your children’s education?” “No pHmsion”. “What about 
your wife’s provision?” (Laughter); “Nothing whatsoever”. This is 
the teal state of things. You should realise it. It is no use declaring 
to the public that you are always engrossed in natiop-building activities. 
The nation knows it fully that .the people ore without food, they aw 
wi^but clothes, they are without jfhyjhing they deserve lor living 
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as human beings. If this is not hard truth, I do noUkuo^ what is 
truth to-day in rural Bengal. Go to the rural Bengal and ask what is 
the prioe of jute to-day in comjiarison with the year 1935; what is^the 
price of paddy to-day in comparison with the year 1935 ; they will give 
you one reply. You may remain satisfied with a few hooligans and a 
few self-seeking people who may for the sake of employment or for some 
other favour give you flowers and you may put your photographs in the 
Bengal Weekly. ^ YotChave exceeded 1 lakh 42 thousand in publicity 
exf)€nditure. Simply for the blocks of Ministers and their garlands I 
think 50 thousand rupees have been spent. Be satisfied with your 
garlands when your people are being dried up for want of food, for 
want of cloth and other painful^necessitiee of life. History will take 
note of your activities one day. You will have to repent. That is the 
final verdict of the people of Bengal. 


Mr. dOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA^ Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I 
cannot help oongraiulating the Hon’ble the Finance Minister on a very 
uniquet achievement. He has presented a deficit budget of Rs. 1 crore 
and 34 lakhs. He has introduced two $ew taxation measures. He has 
even brasen-facedly stated that he contemplate.^ further taxation at no 
distant date. He himself understood that he was going to trouble the 
peace of mind of the potential ttfix-payer.s. Yet he has succeeded in 
earning CH>ngratulation8 from the T^eader of the European Group, from 
the raerabers of the Coalition, Scheduled Castes and others. What can 
be more unique, and wluit can be more fortunate on his part than this? 
The reason for the c>f)ngratuhition by the Tveader of the ICuropean 
Group is not far to seek. His war advocacy, enthusiastically made, 
has earned the appreciation of the Europeans who natural^ would not 
fail to appreciate this. But, Sir, the position is intriguing indeed. 
The Hon’ble the P’inance Minister is a stalwart of the Muslim League 
and as such it is not easy to reconcile his war fever with his party 
ideals. Mr. Jinnah has repeatedly declared that the Muslim I/eague 
has nothing to do with the war and yet his strongest supporters seem 
now to be war-minded more than the persons directly and indirectly 
engaged in war. Poor Mr. Jiuiuih I these be thy friends and followers! 

Sir, 1 need not have referred to this war advocacy of the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister but for the inoccurate estimate that hos crept into 
the Budget estimate of receipts on the assumption at page 14 that 
shipping facilities will improve to some extent. Is it not too optimistic 
in view of the clear warnings of the coming intensification of U-Boat 
warfare? Is it>ot too optimistic in view of the sinking of 225,000 
tons in a single day? 

Thd H0ll*ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: When did that happen? 
Don’t believe Herr Hitler so much*.. 
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. Mr. 10CI|BH CHANDRA CUPTA: Let the Hon’ble Minister 
believe the English Stntesiuau nnd the Premier. Whatever that may 
be, there is no doubt that there would he an intensification of U-Boat 
warfare. On that l>asi8 it is too optimistic to expect such an increase 
in receipt. A budget in order to he a true budget must be correlated 
to the needs of the province. Nolwdy will accuse the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister that his present budget does so. Of course, I beg his pardon, 
in ohe respect it lias been (orrelated to the neids of the province. Sir, 
the Hon’ble F inance Minister has been associated with labour work 
and he has exj>erien(‘e tliat women lal>ourers when they go away for 
'^^ork, when they cannot leave (heir children with .wmeliody who will 
look after them, geneinilly do[>e (hem 'in (»rder (o prev'ent them crying 
when they are away at work. The Uon’hle Finance Miuisier has 
applies! (hat exj>erienc^e on a provincial scale, for otherwise I ennnOt 
understand the pix)vision a( page of the expenditure on excess indent 
of opium. It can only he for the purpose of doping the Bengal masses 
who on account of their .sufferings would cry out and disturb the 
et{uanimit> of (lie Minister. 

Iie( us now consider wlm( ore (he^ urgent needs of the province of 
Bengal. I cannot help Crediting the Hon ’hie Finance Minister with 
brains enough to understand the urgent needs of the province of Bengal. 
He knows it as well as others that the real problem of Bengalee.s is 
to get two square meals a day. to siive them from flip Jaws of death by 
preventing the preventihle disetises and when they are alive to give 
them some education so that illiteracy may he removed and the 
Bengsilees may grow and develop into mauluKxl. But what do we 
find P Has he tackled the jirohlem of existence of the Beugalee.sl^ He, 

I find, has shifted the bkime on the inadequacy of the admiiuHiralive 
machinery whii'li is ill-e<juip|H‘d. Sir, tho.so who know parliamentary 
iirctaice— and I have no reason to suppose that the Ilon’ble Finance 
Minister does not know it—kuow it very well that a Minister cannot 
possibly justify his want of policy, his inaction, before the masses or 
before the representatives of the people in the Assembly by shifting the 
bkme upon the officials subordinate to him who cannot defend 
themselves. 

The Hon’bte Mr. H. 8. tUHRAWARDYi I have not dono that. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: He know* 

•n» HoiPbla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Don’t mieuoderstand mV 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: Be>read the etatement that hae 
been made and you ^ill underetand that. 

• • 

.The HoiPbIc Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAM(/^RDY: Really! 

7 • 
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Mr. 40GESH GHANDRA CUPTA: It is either /bmttgeoUf nor 

fair to shift the blame on those people. He has got to explain. It is 
very well known that officials (&nnot possibly tackle the big problema 
alone, particularly when the Ministers have always tricked the repf^ 
sentatives of this Assembly and the masses by making lump piovisiona 
without any plan or policy for the purpose of spending them and that 
explains the reason why we find concerning almost every department 
which is called a Nation*building Department, there has been a saving. 
They have not been able to utilise the grants. It is useless to blame 
the administrative machinery for that. Who does not know that the 
problems are so big that in order to execute llie policy and programme, 
the wholehearted co-operation of all sections of the inhabitants of the 
province, irrespective of their religious or of their political affiliations 
is necessary. This Ministry styles itself and claims to be a popular 
Ministry. If they want to tackle the real needs of the province, they 
will liave to organise all the man-power and the re^sources of this 
province and it would not do to blame the admin istmtive machinery for 
that. The fault is not of the txnd; the fault is of the workmen. Bad 
workman always (>omplains about the tool. Sir, what is necessary is 
a lK)ld and courageous policy. It is too big to l>e tackled by officials 
and can only be tackled if they put forward an effective plan, effective 
organisation, in which all could willingly co-operate. Bui this Govern- 
ment even in the matter of amendments in this House want to move 
their own amendments in the same language as opposition amendments 
in order to show that they are responsible for any improvement that 
takes place, 

Tha Hon’blt Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, no. 

Mr. 40GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: They do not went other parties 
to ooine and work for two reasons. First of all, they are afraid of 
allowing other parties an inside knowledge of their internal doings, 
and, secondly they do not know how to utilise and implement all the 
resources available. Sir, the problems before this province with which 
the Finance Minister has got to synchronise his budget are an intensive 
agricultural plan for better agricultural crop, better manure, natural 
and chemical, better marketing facilities, credit facilities, crop loan 
facilities, etc., and at the same time resuscitating of the dead and dying 
rivers in Bengal to protect the inhabitants of Bengal from the hands 
of malaria and other fell diseases. Are they doing, are they attempting 
to do, anything pf that kind? They are not. 

Sir, the Hon^ble Chief Minister has been recently day in and day out 
filling the columns of the newspaper with his apprehension that there 
has been a decrease in the Muslim population in the preliminary count, 
if my suspicion is correct, and he thinks that it is due to the oonspimcy 
of other oommunitiM. So, they adjourned the Asaembly where people 
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kad their duties at the expense of the public exchequer. 

They ran out to those places to find out what was the reason. It is 
no good running about and incurring travelling expenses by going 
long distances. Nor is there any good in their travelling in o higher 
class with a lower class ticket. They should pi\use and ponder for the 
cause that is at the bottom of it. Malaria and other fell preveiitible 
diseases have extended to the Eastern Bengal districts and there they 
are taking a very heavy toll. We all know that the poor, ill-clad and 
ball-starved Muslim cultivators in Eastern Bengal districts are falling 
easy victims to the.se diseases. There they ought to look out for ths 
cause of decrefise, hut they will not do that. I would ask them not to 
tux the public exchetpier t<H> niucli. l^et them go up to Nadia and to 
the Faridpur district which is a very short run from (blcutta, and they 
will find that the whole villageM^ — the adult uml the children alike — 
have been wiped out due to malaria of a very maligimnt type. But, 
Sir, ihey would not look to those things. The^' know that it is too 
eraharrassing for them to even contemplate those things and they want 
by (he trick of lump sum proviMious, without any pkti or jmlicy, to 
lnKMlwink the masses ami the representatives of the masses in this 
Asseinhly. This game has g<»ne on t»>o long. If we kmk at the budget 
estimates, we will iiml that they are following the old hureaucmtic 
.Nvstem of huilgeting. Their first concern is to plump up the adminis- 
trative machinery and the officials. They in those other days — in the 
(lays of the old bureaucratic Government — wanted to .strengthen—- 

(4t this stage the blue light was lit.) 

Sir, may I have another two minutes* time only!* 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: All right 


Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: The> in those other days— 
in the days of the old bureaucratic Government- wiinted to strengthen 
the administrative machinery in order to keep in clieck the jieople 
of this land who would try to think of freedom, and the present Gov- 
ernment are also doing exactly the same thing. But this will not do. 
I seriously warn the Government that unless they take up a compre- 
hensive scheme, undertaking simultaneously impmvement in agricul- 
ture, resuscitation of dead and dying rivers, credit and marketing 
facilities, a planned organisation to develop the department of agri- 
culture for solving the problem of unemployment of the l8»"!!jess 
population, the Mini.stry will be charged with cnminal neglect of 
dut]|.. When the individual grants will be discuteed, I am sure these 
matters will be examined in detail. But let me finish by warning the 
Ministry that this sort of playing with the finances of the country, 
this sort of callousness to the minimum needs of the country will not 
loi^ be tolerated. Let them realise — ^if the Bengal agriculturist dies, 
who lives, and if the Bengal agricuitgrist lives, who diesf 
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Mr. SHAHEDALI: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I l^feive carefully 
j(one throufi:h the Budget and the statement made by tte Hon'ble the 
Finance Minister, but I could"' not find anything on which I could 
congratulate him. But the congratulation coming from the Leader 
of the European group has made his temper hot, and he has no inclina- 
tion further to hear any arguments directed against the Budget. 
Now, Sir, whenever one fails in reasoning, he takes recourse to 
analogies. In the Budget which has been presented to us, Sir, there 
is no economic planning, there is no scheme anywhere but still the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister wants to hide his failure to tackle the 
burning problems of Bengal by using bombastic and high-sounding 
phrases in his statement. He has spoken of nation-building activities 
many times^, but I could not find anywliere in the Budget anytliing 
provided for really nation-building purposes. So far as the Finance 
portfolio is concerned, there have l>een changes in the personnel of 
the MiiUHtr\ huf each Financi' Minister has done notliing except taxing 
the poor peoj)le of Bengal. And the Finance Minister has not only 
imposed taxes on us in the past but In* want'j to tax us in future as 
well. Tliere is a Bengali proverb— 

^ ^1 ^ l” 

The same is the case with the Hon’ble the Finance Minister. 
Whatev<‘r you say about the Budget presented by him. he will not listen 
to any reason or argument, hut he is bent upon acting in his own wav 
because he has got a majority. 

Now, Sir, the Ministry has published a book called “rrovincial 
Autonomy in Bengal”, and in that book have been mentioned various 
things to show that the Ministry’s achievement is grout. For example, 
it hati iornuMl a Committee, the Non-Agrieultural Tenancy Committee, 
hut no good has been done to people of municipal towms or non-agri- 
cultural tenants of Bengal. That Committee has not yet submitted 
its report, although the Hon’ble IleA*cnue Minister the other day 
.stated that there was a chance of that report being taken into con- 
sideration in the autumn session of this Legislature. 

Sir, next comes the Rent Reduction Committee, but notbiilg has 
up till now been done so far as rent reduction is concerned. As 
regards the ChaHkidari Committee, we do not know whether that Com- 
mittee has yet submitted its report, but it is well known that no 
action has been taken in that direction, and we do not find in the 
Budget any provision for that purpose. There was also a talk of 
having free dispensaries in union boards, but there is no mention oi it 
in the Budget. 
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• Tli«l ir,^our clever Finance Minister has stated that he is 
spending large sums of money for nation-building purposes, but I do 
not find any substantial provision made in the Budget for a real nation- 
building scheme. 

Sir, I submit that what is required of an Hon’ble Minister of 
Government is that he should be strictly honest and that he must 
have planned schemes, but both these things, T regret to sny, are 
lacking so far as our Ministers are concerned. The Ministers have no 
schemes ready for the jnirpose of spending public money. The 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister lias observed that much of the revenues 
nf Bengal lias been taken away by the Central Government. About 
Ks. crores of revenue is realised in Bengal, hut out oUthis Ks. 
crores only 11 or 12 crores is left with the Government of^ Bengal and 
the rest is swallowed up by the Central Government. While the 
other provinces in India do not contribute so much money towards the 
Central Government, they are on the other hand getting more money 
Irom the Central Government than Bengal. Anil 1 ask. what does it 
meanl^ It [iroves the worthlessness of our Ministers; the Central 
Government knows that these Bengal Ministers do not know how’ to 
protest, and that like so many helpless people they are nlw’ays eager to 
abide b\ the decisions of the Central Government. 

Then, Sir, I find that Bs. 4 lakhs has Ixhoi given to Industries; 

1 would reijuehl the Ilon’hle the Finance Minister to give more money 
to tl^at department. As regards cottage industries, the Ilon’ble 
Minister has stated that he wants to popularise sueli industries in 
Bengal, but I would remind him that by making a mere statement to 
that effect he would not he able to popularise cottage industries. 
Further, he has got to see that the products of cottage industries are 
able to compete with machine-made goods. If this is not done, the 
amounts which will be spent on such cottage industries will he simply 
misspent. 

Then comes the que.stiou of Fisheries. Sir, I had in the past 
referred to the (|uestion of having a Department of Fisheries of our 
own, hut I learn that except having requisitioned the services of a 
Fishery Exjn^rt from Madras, notliing has been done so far. We do 
not know what has Wome of the report whicdi has been submitted by 
the Expert from Madras. The then Hon'hlc. now Mr. Nalini Hanjan 
Rarkef paid a visit to Matlab police-station and laid the fundaiion 
stone of a fishery school. The people of the locality spent about 10 to 
12 yipusand nipees for erecting a two-storeyed building. But up *to 
now nothing has Wn done to implement that or to start a fishery 
school in that locality. The other day the Hon'ble Mr. Tamixuddin 
Khan went to that locality and a proprietor of the school approached 
him and requested, him to do something in the matter, and I believe 
hi^ will convey the same to’ the Ffni^ce Minister. Simply granting 
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lump flum will not do any good to tho people of In the 

Punjab the Goremment there generally give money to several private 
companies. They purchase shar^ of those companies and thereby help 
the companies and also infuse confidence in the public to purhaee 
shares. As a result the companies are made financially solvent and they 
can do good to the people of that province. Similarly, in this pro- 
vince too, instead of granting lump sum here and there there should 
be a scheme to help the infant industries so that the people of Bengal 
may be benefited and the industries of Bengal may be much improved. 
By doing all these things they can improve the condition of the 
agriculturists of this province. 

Then, Sir, I come to Agriculture. It has been admitted by the 
Hon’ble Minister in his statement that for the last four years they 
have not done anything, though they have stated many things in their 
speeches. The Finance Minister in his Budget statement says : “It 
is not at all surprising that the standards of administration of many 
of our departments compare unfavourably with those of other pro- 
vinc^is that have had the good fortune to he possessed of plentiful 
revenue. 1 may give two outstanding examples. Our Agricultural 
Department which should be iu a position to render most valuable 
service to the agriculturists of the province has been so starved all 
tliese yi'jus that the existing staff (‘unnot fulfil more than a fraction 
of its obligations.” Then, regarding the Irrigation Department the 
Hon'blc Minister says : “I refer to the Irrigation Department — is 
nothing short of a scandal.” 


Regarding agricultural demonstrations, 1 beg to submit that there 
is no scheme of work. In every district there is agricultural demons- 
tration but the officers do nothing; they never go to the interior, do 
not advise the people as to what crop will be suited for which land. 
But the Hon’ble, Finance Minister has set apart a large amount for the 
purpose of appointing officers for having agricultural demonstrations. 
But what do they do^ When the Ilon’hle Minister goes to Comilla 
station or to any station, these officers come in large numbers to 
receive him huf dv nothing else. They will he utilised for organising 
Muslim licague Party and the money will he wholly spent but they 
will not do anything for the real good of the people of the province. 

As regards irrigation, the Hon’ble Minister has admitted that it 
has become a scandal. He knows perfectly well that the people of 
Tippera district moi'e tlkan once bniught it to the notice of the 
Minister of Irri^tion and Coimuunicaiious that Gumti every ^ear 
is doing havoc to the jveople of the locality. They have also mentioned 
about the river Teetasb and also the river Dakatia in Cbandpur sub- 
division. Some time back it was stated that there will be an escape 
•obeme so far as the Gumti is conce,rned. We have heard about 
escape schemes and all sorts of schemes but even up to last year nothing 
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80 far an the Gumti, Teetash and Dakatia in the distiiot of 
Tippeta are concerned. 

Sir, so far as the Education Department is concerned) I am grate- 
ful to the Hon'ble the Chief Minister for allotting a huge sum towards 
the Dacca University. I would request him ti give further sum to that 
University so that the people of East Bengal may get themselves weU 
educated and their grievances may be removed. 

Regarding primary education, I think, this is also a scandalous 
affair. Let me take the district of Tippera. There are persons in the 
District School Board Committee, some of whom have no education ; 
still they are at the helm of education. They have got no scheme at 
all. Money is given, tax is realised; hut that money is not properly 
spent. The schmd teachers run from the villages to the town and 
after running several times they manage to get their school recognised. 
Whoever is vigilant gets his school re<‘ognised and who is idle cannot. 
I can cite an oxanij)lc. I myself hud one school. It was established 
40 years back and in the neighbourhood there w'us no school; hut the 
School Board Commit iet^ (d the district of Tippera had the kindness 
not to recognise it and to give recognition to a Junior Madrassah which 
is only Jth mile off, tiiougli there is no student at all. Even at the 
present nionieiit in niy school there are 150 students in the primary 
school and I have to hear the expenses of the sehool. May I kn(>w the 
reason why this thing has hecui doneP There were several schools and 
those* schools were once recognised and subsequently they were not 
recognised at all. I do not know what led the School Board Com- 
mittee not to recogni.se them though they had once been recognised, 
and again, when the teachers of those schools ran to the school 
authorities they were again recognised. 1 do not know what is the 
gamble behind and what is the motive Ix-hind all these scandalous 
activities of District School Board. 

Then, Sir, I am going to say something regarding the Purdah 
College. This Purdah College has not done any good to ordinary 
Muslims. It has done good only to Khan Bahadurs, Rai Bahadurt) 
Eban Sahibs and Rai Sahibs, who are in a position to afford to edu- 
cate their daughters at great expense. If the amount which has been 
spent for the Purdah College was sfient for primary edm ation, in that 
ease out of 26 districts, I think, 14 districts could have been given 
primary education. All this money has been misspent and it has 
done no good to the people of Bengal. It has done good only to big 
peojfe. 

Regarding jute, the Hon^hle Finance Minister has taken a credit 
so far as this matter is concerned. He has said, **l do nut claim that 
wq are out of the wood yet hut I do claim— and it is with great pride 

Ibil 1 make this claim on h^alf ol the preseut Gevemmeiii — that we 

• • • • 
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have succeeded iu securing to the growers of jute a prjpe tJlat would 
not have been possible had the forces of competition been allowed free 
play and the raiyat had no protection against the superior bargaining 
position enjoyed by other interests and for the first time in the history 
of this province Government have secured the co-operation of the 
Indian Jute Mills’ Association in an endeavour to obtain fair prices 
to the growers and to stabilise conditions throughout the trade.” 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER^ Mr. Shahedali, your time is up. 
Please finish in a minute. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: He says that lie has entered into some sort 
of agreement with the Jute Mills Association. Has lie come to any 
decision regarding the lower (juality of jute? We have seen in the 
papers and we have also hoard from the Hon’ble Minister that they 
are bound to purchase a certain quantity of jute within some specified 
months. But they have not performed that obligation and even now 
in the villages the pri(?e of jute is Us. 2-8. Sir, may I a.sk, is this 
the condition he has got from the Jute Mills Association? If that be 
so, then he has done wrong to the people of Bengal instead of doing 
go(>d to them. God save us from our so-called friends. 

Khtn Sahib MauM AMINULLAH : 

Sir, c^# os ^ ^8 

#nn c^r, 

^ ^ c?, wtnsr 

^ifftf5r?n wn (Trf^c^ ^ 

^TtnRf c*rs?rt^ ^rpm i 

f^’^pTBr I ^ 'bTaft ^sPmr ^rfinrtc^ »hi} 

out your coat according to your cloth. W*TT 

*rMB ^ ? 

Sir, ^ ^TORt ’TWBr '8 ’RWtff 

iS^ frrtfr ^ ww^firs Yfirai i :— 

(i^) OC\‘; ^ Income Ux firrs vs \ (k) ?rtflfiNF 

9ws 'ORT 8^ tjt* 

(n^) Sgirnf I ^ itm htw i 

(s) tfrsBF wsfT tfmtfnm ^ ft i 
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(^) ^ I ('b) (^) P&tro! 

W»i {\f) iftsr ^1 (^) c^c^Ttfrr &5t5f?r tprow 

tjtir 

Situ I ^ ^ 

&jtfr ^ c? ^ 

^ ^^1 c'Tc^ ^ ^ «rfiRr it^ 

'il^ ^R^T W^ ^ ^W^«f ^sTFTS Mft^fOTT ^ 

C<1^ v5%l *T^ I il^f^ 

1Vf% 3 ^itc^ 5t^ I i]^r5tT?1^ '^tfn 

^5(Hi Tft a S^ ^ 

Agriculture tax Q 4^t?4li ^tff$ ^IC'S^f ^Rt?r THTTI 

‘tRc‘9'1 I 

Sir, OT^ ^ a I ^^TT bra 

w^ Tffe jq^s* ^[ta ^T ^ I i;t7tOT T3m^t%^ 

^jW "* t fe * ttgn (?Jti:'4 ^11^1 1 ^Mfrir '^^vr 7jf^ «RT 

?r3I *\ ^ fet^n C?^ TRT ^RTt^ ^rtoclS^ I C*fi5 i?t^i wtfe^ 

^C5 f^im:^ I ailO 1^ »omo Beloctod didrictiijl 

some selected fr^TT^ il^* PflltC^ I 

^ nwm ^ Tf%r5 

^t^’3??:^ 511 ?i I ii^ ^sRT tfvfc^ ^rwt?iiF ^ I 

Sir. C*f«ll ^ 5^f#t (Tll^t^C^ 80 5t8l^ 6t^ ^ 

^finrtc^R I i}^ i ^ irin wtJhi 5*rf^ 

»Tt<R 5ir ^ I 3T51 5^ ^ ^TriCTH, ftof^ ?f^ 5T^3 Sgf% 

’It^R ^ I <^3|fH Tpo %j:5\ ijiR^ TFTflTOT ?|W1 '*^ti:^t I 

WS tft^®!^ '«lt^ ^ 5U sjitucwi 

^<fT ftlj I ^8rff^» ^itqfJflF vfjl? 

^Tm^T ^RTJ ent^ ^^fir 

Tiffing ?n ?rt"rt^ ^ ’It^R I 

Sir, 4^^ 0 yPf^tOTT I ^StUm 

I 4^ f^1 old scheme (TTfU^ 5^ 

I ’TTsm ^tFr^t«f%ir ’BRT ^nar ^o irwr 

^ ^irtf ^Rrtir w?i 4fiflR^"^i I ^51 4^ firalS yffipr ’Rtew rtfrf tw 
«RT nfflsTT 44 n ^*tT I ^iWffir ^ ^D^NlT 4^ ftHtS 

^wlTBRi <pf ’lOTntC'*!^ TO25: 44^ 3r4 tw ^rrow? wn 4finn 

iRm <i%<r fe>R I f%5fr!r ^ ^c?ft*nr 4^ tjf^tM- 

'«% ^ 44fR Arabic ^\f^ (5^ ( Univerijity ) 5fjj«f iRff 
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IfifT Committee ( CcmpoiittM ^|| 

f ^ ’Rt^n ^finrtC^ I ??1f report aw W^TT ipeml 

officer f^TJV fite*Wcirf C¥t5f fifl 

^ I wtf^ ^ ortc^ w ’ffiNitcf 

t¥ 5n r ^ ^ ^ sfiT TOrt«nr T*fi *?hj[ Sv 

University ^ (fl^ ^ 

wfk^i 

Irrigat-on — Sir, ^ts^rn^rrtr | 

<?f-n ^ 

^ I f%5t?:^ Officer oq^ 

TOfw c^ ^f73Tt®t i?tn Tnr ttiur ^fRn (TRrt 

<rrr I (TftTt’siT^t? ^itusw S’R c*r #t<( c*r37t7 

^furar ^ >9 tWti ^ ^ 

»Rrt^ Tunm ^Tfimn c*r ^ (Tr-sR-stg ^ ^ 

W7t7 ^^TTtTfe vft^UR, ^ <tln5<t«i 53rf^ ^Tft7 ^Jtt>T^ 7^t3 I 

Debt Settlement Board---ni]?rtWt7 ^iC’^^ct Debt Settlement Boards iiJ7 
(71 6t^ wi 7C7ce>, (Tt 3rc^ft*nrc^ 

UMR (7RW7^tC®R ^ 7^ <RKt? git’fJT ^rfrosfli 

c^r(^ nf5T7 71^1 »pf 7t7] fefrRt ^ TW] i 

"pRi (71 ’nr® (7Rf*fT7 TrfrsR 

OUt’T^'Qpr (T^I'IT^r (TIK^ transfer 7'S71? 

Pr»R '«r5(ft<n i ^ ^ ^ (TfRoS^^T^fif 

€®t-^Prft (.4iCv&^ 7tr$ pTTtlTR ^ pTj ^ fg fr^R ^HTTI 

▼flCT^T I 

^Pf 7m pTot-sf |_^ f%5tr^ TTtTTrt (TT^ 7t7, ^ 

7T7 ^f% 7i7lct> I 5^ TFlnr ’OtTTPPF ^ I Rent Reduc- 
tion Committee report submit ?rftu 5 C?F I 

7^7 ’nm 7171^7 ?ptT7 SCT^ ^ItT^ TpRI tfWlPc^ 

TFTftTtJT Tmi I 7pIU5 7t^ C7 

W7f^ Tt^in TttTl TTTI (^ItTFCTf ’ItTtUTT 7tWt7*7Wl 

Hth ?fsT 7^ ^f7lP-»k^ 7^ Tpnn 7tr77, (?(P^ 

fr’trw 717171 TFffl ®f&5 Tprm 'TRTI tut Tpr I ficlMSg ; HR I CHI <7!t7Ht^ 

pFin 7«fti ff*f, Rfrfrthr ti 7fh?®^atf^ 
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ifwtf, 'vwm 4j^ 

’ffihn ^rffesc^ I ^ wi ^ 

FJ C^STtft?:^ Wft fim t ffgv jtgR 

Wfl ^^fi^Sfl 

V!T ^ThTF I — Sir, ^k^cS C*f<fl ^ (TT, ’TCTn'fl 

"^tTT fii'oic'*! «i“^ 6(4 i ^T^n TfirJTtnpT i w^ 

<mt*r \ 5^ fenvi tffij 

cp^ ’RT^ '5lr^ ^ I 

^RPFR -qk^cl? ^ W^ (R 

S^T? 3TTO ^ ’rfinm '» j <r 

’RpFkr ‘ii^ f^TOT (R vij^* w^ 

a c^'Vferk^ f^r^c'^rs ^ i 's^tn ^ 

’kPFR f%r^ TO ^ 5R 

TOr-5t f?m — (^) C^ 'sr® 

^ c?^ ^ '^mOT ^1% ^ 

I (^) ’RPs ^rfirrs <# Trfe$ ^ ?ir (ti? 

^firc^ 15R wn i (o) tjropf 5tflt^ 

^ m (Tf<3?R I ( 8 ) ^TOTt 

*fR trfe ^Ov ^ i\f*m t 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 


{After fuijattrnment.) 

Hr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Sir, before we proceed with 
the discussion, may I enquire of the (foverument through you what 
are the arrangements for light reslrictions from to-morrow and what 
will be the position of those wdio are connected with the Assembly 
because if there are light restrictions, it will affect members as well 
as others? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I shall let you know later on. 

SaflitaMlt Kawm aah SYED KAZIM ALI MEERZA: Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, Sir, allow me to offer my sincerest congratulations to the 
Hon'ble Minister on his presenting an excellent budget for the coming 
year and 1 use no language of convention when 1 do so. The Budget 
shows the bdldness of his conception and the courage of his convictions. 
When the great War now raging in Europe and threatening to spread 
io^other continents has so vitaljy affected the economic life in Bengal 
lanilimg to dry up the important fo^tains of our supplies, any Finanite 
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Ifiniftter of weaker nerves would have been inclined cut down all 
expenditures with a big axe to make two ends meet, starving all the 
nation-building departments, the#Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy has not 
thought it fit to apply the brakes but true to the instinct of a real 
nation-builder is determined to pursue the programme undaunted by 
the booming of the distant thunders <»r apprehended bursting ol 
shrapnels overhead. He has shown a deficit of 1 crore and -14 lakhs 
banking on the good sense of this House to pass his Sales Tax Bill in 
an acceptable form to balance his Budget. And I take this opportunity 
of appealing to all my colleagues in this Assembly to help him towards 
the realisation of his plan. 

While I fully appreciate tlie basic principles underlying his 
estimates and fully endorse them there are certain points whicli are 
not so obvious or self-explanatory, at any rate they do not aj)pear to me 
to be so, not being initiated into the intricacies or, should I say. the 
mysteries of the Finance Department. Sr), I venture to offer a few 
observations not in a spirit of hostile or destructive critirism but ior 
elucidation and clarificntioii of those points and to raise a m*neral 
discussion to help in the cool deliberation of (juestion*^. 

While an increase in revenue is always welct)nie, there are circum- 
stances which take the joy out of it. A progressive increase in revenue 
derived from the increased sale of liquors and drugs is a case of this 
kind. There has been an increase of 21 lakhs in the life-time or ihis 
Assembly, i.e., at the rate of 7 lakhs a year. Had this increase been 
due to the increased sale of foreign liquors and other excisable arti( Ics 
used by the rich, the position would have been intelligible and tolerable. 
But I find to my misfortune all this increase is on account of country 
spirit, drugs and opium, use of which is unhappily indulged in by the 
toiling and starving millions. I would appeal to the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Kxcise Department to extend his anxious consideration 
to this not very enviable increase. The old policy of the department 
was '‘muxiuium of revenue with minimum of consumption". Is that 
policy being followed ^ I find more money is being and has lieen 
provided for "a larger indent ol opium". This is not only against the 
basic principle underlying the (Geneva convention, but against all rules 
of ethics. I fear we are trading on the intemperance of our constituents 
and shariugHU the si>oil on behalf of a Government with whom temper- 
ance is but an article of faith and anything which is against it must 
be condemned as un-Islamic. 

* I fully sympaUiiise with the Hoirble Finance Minister in his expecta- 
tions that more latfd revenue will be collected in the ensuing Budget 
year. Government is the biggest landholder in Bengal and like other 
landlords fondly looks forward for more income from land. But will 
it really comeP We should take into account the realities of the 
situation. The continental positi^ii. is against the reopening of t)io 
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markets for jxite and ita prict» will continue to rule low. Iie<*au8e oi 
dumping of sugar the suganane is selling almost at half price end 
sometimes still less because of the refusal of the mill t>vvnei*s to buy. 
The raiyats will not find much mone\ left to pay and we have alreaciv 
removed all the coercive measure.^ in the realisation of the lont.s 
Collections Avill not be better in future but more and more holdings and 
tenures, if not estates will be piirdia.sed ichan resulting in no immediate 
increase in collections. 

Our maxim is now maximum of revenue with minimum of hardship 
tb our tenants. 

The estimated imrease mi the head of Jute duty miglit he eipiully 
too optimistic. We do not as yet see any hope of recovery in overland 
shipping. Still darker days might he ahead of us and we can only 
pray to Him for better day.^. Indian finance was so long knowm to 
he a gamble of rain but it i.s iur too complicated now ilejiending us it 
does on complicated international conditioiiH. So, I j’eur our actual 
deficit will he wadi ovei the otimuted figure ol 1 crori' and -'14 lakhs. 
That is all the more iucumliciit on all of us to see that the Sales Tax 
Bill becomes law witli as litth* modification as possihli*, .so that wi; 
are not forced to .starve our nation-building departments. 

1 welcomt' tile proposal ol organising the Fi.shery Department. But 
we must have a dear cut and well defined w'orking plan lielore we 
spend*. Bengal has been jilaying with the [irohlem for over a genenitiun 
and the problem is older than m\sell. It is .said that tli«‘ (pieKlion 
was first taken up and giveii to an T.f’.S gentleman to .side-1ra(dv him 
when he was miming perilmihly close to the Musiiad of Bengal, I'licii 
a scientist was indented from outside the fish-eating Bengal, but the 
whole department wa.s axed in the name of retrenchment. There is 
much to be done in exploring all possibilities of developing sea, estuary 
and inland fishery. But this is hardly the time to take up the sea 
and the estuary. I would request the Minister in charge W take the 
House in his confideme and discu.ss his plan of action hchire he risks 
for grant. 

Permit me, Sir, to turn for a while to a vital ne€d««Df my owm 
constituency, and T take this ojiportunity of reminding the Hon’hle 
Minister in charge of the Education Department about my appeal 
during his last visit to Murshidahad City on the question of the status 
of yie Murshidabad Institution named after the Nawab Babadut of 
Murshidabad. It is well known that it was established and was 
maintained for a very long time as a full fledged college. When His 
Highness the last Nawab Nazim of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa, .didicated 
in J880, one of the conditions was that this college would be maintained 
as, a college and the Despatch of ♦fb^ Secretary of State No. 106 of 
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9ih December, 1880, kid down that it should be so paintaiued out 
of the general revenues into which the Nisamat Deposit iunds amouiii* 
ing to over a crore of rupees welt merged. 

While the Government is busy in encouraging starting of new 
colleges in subdivisional headquarters and even in villages, the Despatch 
of the Secretary of State relating to the maintenance of the college at 
the seat of the late Government of Bengal has remained as a dead 
letter or a pious wish. If the Government think that an Arts College 
so close to the Berhampore College will lead to an unhealthy livalry, 
a senior Madrassa is the next best thing that can be arranged and wi^l 
he quite in accord and harmony with the surrounding enviionmi nt 
echoing though feebly the glories and culture of an age the memories 
of which are still so fresh. 

Some of the minor grants are perhaps not so opportune, e //., 
purchase of iron safes for the Forest Department. Gould not the 
department come up two years earlier or two years later? This is just 
the moment wdien all use and purchase (►! iron excepting for military 
piuposes should be strictly discounted. 

I’rovision of 8 lakhs of rupees for purchase of land near ihe High 
Court for building new Government offices is a point whi(‘h needs 
further consideration. When Government has decideil r.ot to proceed 
with the building work so long as w’ar prices do not (onie down, cannot 
Government also consider the possibility of locating these offices outside 
the Jb'esidency area, where not only the pric^e of land is not so. high 
but where all the Gaietted officers are not to be given house rent 
compensation and all the clerks are not to be given p:c^iden(•y allow- 
ance. From every point of view it is high time for a fopular Ge vern- 
raent to devise some ways and means of decentralising ihe offices and 
keeping as many of them outside the Presidency area as possible. 

One more point and I have done. As much as an additional 12 
lakhs of rupees has been provided for to meet necessary pension charges 
and commuted value of pension. I am told that other major provinces 
have 8top]^ted commutation of pension. I wonder if it cannot be done 
Ky us here in Bengal? It is not that I am not appreciative of the 
work donirliy the officers, but I raise this point for their outi good. It 
is said that^pension is but a deferred pay. If that he so, it operates 
very inequitably and with considerable hardship in many cases. Many 
hardworking and conscientious officers do not live long enough to earn 
their pension. Some die within a year or two of their retirement, 
sometimes leaving .their family in penury. Some have died , |/tcr 
aanction of commuktion but before they could actually draw it. While 
others live long enough and some longer than the length of their 
aotual active serviee. So the sooalled deferred pay is very inequitably 
distributed among the mme rank of Govemment servants deserving^ of 
•qual consideration. The Bailw^y 'Administration and other employars 
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girant l^Wral allowances towards the provident fond aad bonuses of 
their eViployees and sometimes thereby they set^ure more efficient service, 
and giving at the same time greater financial help to the employees 
and theit families. It is now time for Government to go into the 
question with all seriousness and I am sure the majority of the 
employees themselves will welcome the move. 

1. thank the Hon’ble Finance Minister again for his Budget, jierhaps 
the best that a Minister could produce in the circumstances of the 
coming year. 

Miss MIRA DUTTA GUPTA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister has attempted to give the House a sermon 
on i)rogres8ive (lovernmeiit and nation-building. But his sermon has 
left us all completely unconvinced and cold. 

He has told the House tliat a progressive Government must extend 
its nation-building activities ami ihut this cun he done only on the 
basis of ail imTeused rev(‘nue whicli means fresh taxation. 

All this is very elementai\\ and the Hon'ble Minister could have 
usefully spared himself the [)ain.s of recapitulating ])rc)po8ition8 which 
are too well known. It is true that a progressive (loverninent must 
explore new sources of revenue; but one fails to discover anything 
progressive in the outlook and activities of tlie present Government of 
this Province. It is indeed c<»iitinuing the old traditions of British 
Ini])erali8m in all its aspects. 

I regret to say, Sir, that I fail t<i discover in the Budget placed 
before the House anything which in the light of previous Budgets we 
may, with any justification, cull progressive. 

By far the largest items of proptmed expenditure in the Budget are 
on accounts which are wholly anti-national, anti- progressive and 
incompatible with the aspirations of a people seeking independenee. 
The Hon^ble Finance Minister in his Budget has showered even larger 
bounties on the Police Department, whereas a truly prugresaijpe Govern* 
ment, in this police-infested province, would endeavour to withdraw all 
supplies from this vast apparatus of oppression of the pe qplg . Then, 
there will be no want of funds — no need of further taxation—^ initiate 
large-scale programmes of nation-building. 

A *very casual examination of the figures in the Ksti mates will 
dismiss the claims of the Hon’ble Minister about nation-building. 

The present Budget contemplates an increased expenditure *of 
52 Taldis, out of which a sum of only 7 lakhs is ear-marked for m 
so-called nation-building programme. This works out at 3 pies per 
capita of the population of Bengal assuming that the whole of this suoi 
wan to be spent on aiHual coqsimctive work. Unfortunately, aa ia 
vigaal with all bureaucratic *OoT«atR|LentB, the major pmrtion ol thsa 
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paltry sum is intended to be spent on personnel and establishment 
charges. One thing is clear. This increased expenditure on personnel 
and establishment will make it |) 08 sible for the Government to extend 
its patronage to its supporters and their friends and relations. 

While on the subject of nation-building, may I, Sir, at the risk 
of repetition, once more commend to the consideration of the Govern- 
ment and of this House, the project of building and endowing a Ceptral 
Women’s Hostel for the women students of Calcutta. What I havp 
in mind, Sir, is a Hostel which can accommodate the very large number 
of women students of the city, of all classes of the community, w^o 
have so far been left completely to themselves to manage as best as 
they can with regard to hostel accommodation. This is an urgent and 
immediate necessity which deserves our utmost consideration. 

From the Budget proposals as laid before this House, Sir, the 
baselessness of the professions of the Hon'ble Minister about nation- 
building is a])parent to every one in this House. I think, Sir, I sluill 
be voicing the considered opinion of the largest section of this House 
when I say that the peojde of this province aw unwilling to submit to 
further burdens of taxation on promises of nation-building activities 
which are entirely illuHOi;\ and on the claims of the Hon’ble Minister 
made regarding them which are wholly unfounded. And in that view 
it will be our duty in this House to reject the estimates in its entirety. 

Mfi GIA8UDDIN AHMED; Deputy Speaker 

^ 

cir Tmi ^ ^ 'aR-n 

^ Coalition party^ (TTO I fT'H ^3^ OrR ^ I ^ 

SiKjech TOT 

TOR I ^ ^ ^ ^ % I 

#^R (?fR i 

(TPtlf 08 <?rRcTn5?'H *jjr«hr 

^ ^ ux cronnpi 

taxvii^ taxiij?f Wn I IR- 

^PTfl ^ (?r ^ tax TOT OftT# ^ I 'Wl 

irflaro^hr (m f%f '«rt-n to ^ ^ i ^ 

^ OnTK% TOTOft «Fft?tTr, ^ ^ CSTtRRT ^5^ cm\ 

'UOR iBn TOT ^ t 

m c^«!i to c?tc?i% \ 

^ y| iw^ Etf ^TORT CflfCif (TO m ^tg R 



BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


100 


1041.] 

1 %^ jjTOPFft. ^ w I ’PPm CTi*!TO ’^rwi ^ 5 ft 

»pf>nt« 1 %ir 'wi 1 m^sin vsmt^flrc'Rr »R>in c^fjjro 

'^tsrai ^511? fjRPR «ppit«(firc‘tii ’fmi ^ 1 m^stfir wspirtfirt 

CKfl% 5 n S®fir c^ tr^ ’’I ’«)C^' 4 Pi 4 ^^rra- 

tfNfW ^ I f¥5 ’rfpt'a^ 'sWs TOR srt^ I 

stf^sii^ tr«rW«mrc'fii ’itwjmf u? *tFita ^ri^ ?5 i ^;smr ct ctw 
jpprn 'sfips TO 511^ I CT ^ntJRfirai srywftra *r(% Uwflr 
?tsrt? (31^ CUCB^, (?T? J|)lw(%51 'fjl TOil «RT <a *rtT^ 'fl’R 

C^ scheme ‘!f«‘f'R‘^ TOR =Tf^ JfR TO 'arfk? JnICsrfRI ip CUTS 

ITOT I UWR TOR fifVs nspF cTO^I 'STOR 5 IR (R?t!Rl 5 . 

CTOR »mn JRlTOR CTO TOS1 >4 TO 5^ ^ I TOlT >aTO 

■fRI^ Of ’TO ’TOTR ’RITO 'ST ’ICW TO (Rt^ 'IHR R, fTO Rift (RRTO 
eft «tlTOT 3 rfRa#r tor ’wroft ’rito oftvt ^tiro i la^ 

taxa? ®'>R tnx WR calm I R'^e 5RRt<(R‘t R‘Rii-4: irftt toicb^ (R 
^TO ''t«‘riRC‘’^?t See CTORTft •f^bl'flC'R CTOT ^ftof (7ft CTO tTRl 
RIlfT TO ^S’F I fro ''r 5 ‘t'R‘S (51 TOR Rft I a^ Housea ^TO? tfTO 
CUnift«r, (,( 115 Divisional (^onimissionora? ’tC'R *fiRRR C*ft, ( 7 ft CT^ 
a^ »R«ft Sta ftTR Sri %R 5S^ fro (Tiftre Ttor ftf ^ to nr ^ift i 
Of TO 5 SR a^lR? ■‘i'ft'f Rtcsft (RTO (R»fl J|R Of a^TOa ?. (Rlffi Olr 
ifR OS TOR 6 Rn (iTOift Tor to cTOtc? i 'S^urt ctosi 

'S RftiTOl ^f%C^ TOT !JR \rO TO ftRl *R1 C5TCTO? I Rift fwsrt’tl 
CTO^ eft Of I’residcncy a=t; RftRfSR ’JItoR WRI (R hO TO SW 

RT5 TO TO (7ft Presidency ^ RftrTOl SCRI TOTO TTl^RtCTOR CRRF 

RteW I a? eo TO' >R1 TO TII^RR TlftlR CTOF '-JIsH Rmfti CTOR RflRR 
ftR-^’I'RRC’F Rift C®tfl RTOR RITO TO TO I Rlcwft RI^RR TOtR CRITOR 
eo TO 61^ Ri fttn Jtft R11RR ftRRRRTO ftftre ^totr RfstTOsi 
Plesidency 'JItoR eRR^ Cram TO ($1CTtCR CWR RTOTR RC-Wfel tRITO 
CUra *tlTO I a> RR RRWTt 'ifRR aCTOR CRIR (TftRR ’RTt ftR-RRSRR 
C B^ f l W TO Rl I (TTfroa (TO RTOR STOTO ftRTOR S’RRRCTO 8*R 
■a l VR l wR R*CR Rift ellRTO (Tfti tpilR CRPR ftCTO I a«R Rift (Rl^ 
eft (R.R’Pft RI^RR ’TRRTtefiR ftTORlCRleRl TOR TO TO TOft RlRlR 
RftR^ ’PPnt'SfRtR RRlel*ll ftRR TO TO5TO1 r Rftffi TOR aR; Coalition 
Partj^F Ri^ TORR To CR^^ftftofRtt! Coalition PartyR CRTOWR (TTOin to’i 
CR^ RftINfti Tf^iftR RTO R1 RtCrt RTO ^ R1 RlRl RR Rl I CTO CRlRRftlftl 
wport RfOT Rrt, RR CRRR CRIR Rftf? report RlC»ft ^ISRI RR R1 I CR 
CRC^I report RllR CR CROTS repeyt TOfti *lfRR5! CRiTO R^ aRftl WRl RR 
Rl t " #RRRRTOr*t Jute Enquiry 'ConuniCteffl TO RRI CRTO *I1CT I Rlfw 



110 BUDGET DISCUSfilOF. [26 th Feb., 

vil CTOf I ^ ^fWl «RT 
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^ I ^ <^ ^ HlSt>H WntST C5lOI 

^ t cg tcgf ^ ?r^ ^rwi ^ firc^ ^ i 

^ wrmr ft?*R c^ 

3i'c?tRr fk^ ^f%55RTf?r c^ ^fIw (?pli:^ ^5!??5 to 

^7 fef^ ^ TOn fet csJ^TC^'i ^ 

(?5^ ^ C^tC'^C.^ <R ^ ^TtrtH ^ 'Rf 0^U5^ I til^ CTO 

^ f^«ln ^^1 c^^ <TO ^ I w:tor ^ 

Rtc^ <R ^ ITT^TO ^TOPF ^10 ftfip C5tC5^, ^ 

'TO^ C3P51 ^tC!>^ ^ I ^ filvb fetn ^5^ 

if^.TffM tom Irorflc^ (R ^ c<TO c^ 

lil^ ^ ^Tt*4l^ (PTQTO ^tlT?^t?tC^ '^Rr 'il^ I 

fTOC«R TTt^ (R TOn ^ CTtCTO^ ^ 

^1S c^lcvtt^ I HtEbiM ^ TPm ^ ^$tr$ 'oiUfs 

C5tr$ ^1 ^ ^ (TTOT ^ni 

froc*^ c¥R ^ ^1 I Ws*\ ^ ^ ^ 

^M TCgf <1TC^ C^«f 1% 

^PR ^ MTl ^PFTO ^ I C^"t wfro ^ TO 

TO Ki I c^R ?pTO wM TO ^ CTO TTORt srfro TO 

TO TOR TOTI CTOTO i TOl TO ^10 ^ C fipn Mtoj to TO®t TO 
'®tr5 TO «FTOT ^ troPRf TO" TO ^f^rfro ^"TOTOi to, 
tif faiH ’t CT ’ fl TOm ^Vs ^RtTOR <iri TOc*[t<f TO I ^r$TO TOto TOTO 

TOT TO ^tfRcro toTTOR TOTl C5tCTO ^ CTOC^ TO TO I 

'ilTO^ TOV I ^fiPK3^ 'WS: 'ilTO 'ilTOl circular iasue toH 
c^ TOR ^ 5tcTO vft c ^ 1^ Tor Sto tfcTOr to ^ i 

Jute Regulation Actil?0(^) TO 'ar^TOT (RTOT ^ MT CTO TOT^T 
TOR ^ (?T^ TOR 'arftC^ ^ C*rQ?fl TO Rft I 

ftTOH CTOr TO RWR ^TOTOR S^R ^ rRcTO TOTI CTOT ^5tCTO 
’it'TOR TOTI TO C?rtaU|l TO TOR TO '6 TOH TO TO ^\ 
f¥i TO71 TOR Rpny TO (TH tor TO f^FJUS^ <ttTO 4TO ,TO11 

RtCat^ TO TO I Ct^Rl Orti CTO^ TO ftj ^ TOTO crotch TOC^ TO 
®TO TORI CTOC® TO I TOXPRf TOR CTO TO TO^ 

TO Ito TOI froWCTO ultlHItli TOR TOT TO C¥RW TOll 4TOtvI 

♦tttfri dlTO TOR TOl TOR TOlW^.TOf »TO\ TO TOWl '6 01^ OR I 
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^tfhr ^ 

^ ^ I ^ I ^ ?fT:^5PP wi:^ ^ 

I 4^fH'ok*^ ^ '3(N^aiH«^>|<ri cif^ ^ ^8?t^ lil^* 

^’T’Sf'tpFt^ tiliw ^ c^tc^ '*it^c^, ^‘t TO‘i??r o*i^^ 

^vSTtf? (7U=? C^5?n ^ ^ I 

circular, issue M ’3a»5^C^ 

ij^ Jute Regulation Act C^ITS ^ C*r6^ C?1^ I 

• TO I C^ TOITO^ 

C=Tt^^ Mt <?l a Btateiiieiit r.?1C? ^1?/ (?T^^f 

^ I ?rf?i T3T I 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Your time is up. 

Mr. GIA8UDDIN AHMED : TTt^j 

>I[C5C<J^ ^<?Tfe “feP? 'i|^H ^ ^ 

TO C^ I ^ I ^ 

(Tt^ (?^TC«T f%*4Uf I ^5^ TOTOT fTOl^t «f^ 

frotfl % cTOt ^ cUi^r i f^^t *fTO “tfe c-ftcro? 

Tamijucidin TOTO I ^ coalition *R9Rt ^rfifT 

firc^ ^ Gi 5rt^ arfi:^ ^:flf c^ ^ ^5f*n wfl<ft^®r?r c^* 

^nciR ^1 ^tm ^orc «r to^f c^ 

■'5|RfC*?=sl TOf *R?T C^rt-itTO TO? I ^talc^l tfcmi 

‘<Ff^ C4R4 I 

Khtn BAhadur 8> ABDUR RAUF. Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, j 
congratulate the Hon’ble the Finance Minister on the franknesa of hii 
Budget speech. He does not try to hide the gloomy prospects of th< 
country in the coming year by a flourish of words as was dune in thi 
earlier budget speeches of the present regime. The Finance MinisteFi 
own lamentations over his Budget cannot but prevent us from beinj 
hard upon him. The present is the last of a series of four Budge 
speeches that we have heard and it is perhaps time to think when 
have the promises of each speech actually led us to. It is time noi 
only to review the prospects of next year but also the retrospects oj 
the last four years. On the whole, it seems that the Ministry has beei 
more^uccessful in beneficial legislations than in working out beneficia 
plAxu of nation-building. Four years have passed and w« 
have not seen any irrigation scheme worked to com 
pletion^ the public health of the country has not im 
provi^* malaria is reigning siipreme, industries have not devel<^ 
ed, •education has not spread, co-op^rtition is at a standstill, and m 
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large roads have been constructed. But all the blame for the above 
state of things is not due to the^Jiinistry alone. The Government of 
India Act, 1935, has given us the freedom to work but has clenched 
the purse so tight as to leave us helpless to work. The Central 
Government fleeces the province of Bengal almost to destitution. On 
the other hand, we have dreaded every new taxation. I fully agree 
with the Hon’ble the Finance Minister when he says that “without 
further taxation we cannot hope to satisfy the requirements of a 
province so starved and so ill-equipped as Bengal”. We ought to view 
taxation from a new angle of vision. Under a bureaucratic ta?:- 
gathering Government every taxation is an exaction. Under a 
national Government as the present Government is, taxation ought to 
be viewed as a contribution to the nation’s development, a sacrifice 
for the people’s good. Unfortunately many of us have not realised the 
change in tlie nature of the Government from t])e former to the present. 
The Government, however, deserves critism for the manner of expendi- 
ture (d‘ whatever small resources they are in possession of. 

The increased expenditure of the present ^Budget estimates 

seems to be taken up entirely by buildings and estabiish- 

luents. The major portion of increased expenditure in civil 
works will be spent for Court buildings, acquisition of land beside 
the Jfigh Court, electrification of Government buildings and the 

supply of electrical energy in the Governnnmt buildings. In the 

Education budget we find tliat a large sum has been set apart for 
higher education. We also find that a large part of the increased 
expenditure im Industries and Irrigation ih appropriated hy teelino-^ 
logical Itesearch Institutes at dift'ereut places. Thus our conclusion 
is that the Government has erred in the injudiiioiis distribution of the 
revenue at tlieir command. Fine buildings and comfortable research 
institutes help little to alleviate the miseries of the people. Instead, 
more money ought to have been kept for primary education, increased 
distribution of quinine, charitable dispensaries in the villages, irri- 
gation projects and development of roads, tuhe-wells, sanitation, 
health, etc. 

Comparatively little increase of grant lias been made in matters 
that might really help the poor people. More money is going to be 
spent for buildings, establishments and in training and recruitments 
of officers than for the alleviation of the miseries of the people. They 
are perhaps necessary as first steps but after four years of the present 
regime, it is totf;idle to speak of taking first steps. First steps ought to 
have been taken long before. So far for the general criticism of the 
Budget. 

The Budget looks worse if criticised from the point of view of the 
requirements of the district of Howrali which *I represent here. 
Mowrah seems to be the most neglected of districts in Bengal. ^ No 
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money liiifi been spent from the Road Deveiopment Fund for its roads. 
Tbe Irrigation Department is forgetful of the district and no large 
irrigation scheme has ever been planned for it. If the Government 
is unable to take up the big scheme, let the Government take up a 
minor scheme, viz., the clearing up of the silt from the Champa hhal 
and its branches, covering a length of about 6 miles at a small cost of 
Rs. 8,000, out of which the District Board and the local people may 
contribute one-third. If this is done, then nearly 20 villages will be 
saved from annual damage of paddy crop. 

• Howrah requires charitable dispeiiNiiries in every village of the 
district, but the Government pays very little heed to it. 

As regards primary ediK'ation, the Howrah district is very harshly 
treated. At present the Government is paying very liHle money for 
primary education. The result is that primary educational instiliiiions 
are practically starving. The education cess has not been impostul 
although the people arc ready for it. In this connection I have a sug- 
gestion to make. ^Primary education fumtioning through a District 
School Board would require more than 2A lakhs of rupees over and 
above the money realised by the (*ess. Gn the other hand, if the 
Government can make a grant of lA lakhs of rupees without imposing 
education c(‘ss, a schenn* can be framed to distribute jirimary eilucation 
to the entire district very satisfactorily simply l)y (*stablisbing more 
lirimary .schools am! giving them ade(|uate monthly grant and leaving 
them under the management of the District Board and the local people. 
If this suggestion is considered favourably, I think more can he done 
towanls primary education than hy imposing cess iiv^hc district of 
Howrah. As regards the Junior Madrassahs in my distrii't, the Govern- 
ment is not making adequate grant for the maintenance »>f these insti- 
tutions. I hope the Government will do something for these institu- 
tions. 

That is all I have got to say in regard to the Budget. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 
unlike the previous statements, the statement which has preieded the 
presentation of the Budget of the coming year has been a candid con* 
Cession of failure of the Ministry and an explanation thereof. 

Tbe Budget of the coming year is the last page of the balance sheet 
of the liabilities and assets of the Bengal Ministry for the period of 
five^^ears of their regime. 

Such a balance sheet has been due by them to the people of Bengal, 
to serve whom the Ministers gave sidemn promises four years ago mt 
the. time of taking their votes apd whom they will have to face agrim 
in tbe course of the ensuing year fjn; further votes. 
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The balance sheet shows a heavy debit balance. The Ministers have 
not redeemed most of the pledges given at the time of their election. 
So they have forestalled a confelsion of their failure to serve their 
voters and have offered an explanation. 

Tlie Finance Minister has stated that during the past four years 
they could not take up large measures which were essential for the 
well-being of the people. They could only endeavour, he said, to 
broaden the foundations of the nation-building departments, so that 
they might take up such measures in future. 

As an explanation of their failure, he has stated that it was diie 
to the inefficiency of the administrative machinery at their disposal. 

After long four years, they have found out the administrative 
machinery to have been inadequate and ill-equipped. 

Such an explanation composed of jugglery of words and phrases 
may hoodwink the masses, hut not the intelligentsia of this province 
and outside world. 

The intelligentsia know that a had workman (piarrels with his 

tools. 

Be that as it may, may I ask the Hon ’hie Finance Minister what 
are the essential and large measures which the Ministry want to take 
up for developing the nation-building departments, and to do which 
he has held out a promise P 

Has he prepared a comprehensive scheme for the solution of the 
problems of this province? 

Without such scheme, is lie justified to demand additional revenue 
by taxation? 

Sir, the Hon ’hie the Finance Minister admits in his statement 
that the per capitu income of the people of Bengal is very small. 

That in itself is a great problem. 

Without solving this problem, without increasing the paying power 
of the people of this province, is he j\i8tified to ask them to pay more 
taxes? 

After all, why should they pay additional taxes? The Finance 
Minister vsays that he has budgeted additional expenditure for the 
nation-building departments and to meet those expenses he wants addi- 
tional revenue. What are the problems affecting the nation-building 
departments? Sir, the real problems of the people are many in number 
of which I shall Mention only ten : — 

Firstly, shrinking of the average area of holding possessed by an 
agricultural family. The average area is not more than five bighas. 
That means about half the number the agricultural families, of 
Bengal possess less than five bighas »of land on an average. Production 
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oi such a small holding is quite insuhicient to meet the daily neces- 
saries of life of an average family. Increase in the area of cultivable 
land by paying subsidies to the cultivators for developing the 2 crores 
of bighas of land which is recorded as culturahle waste in Government 
records and diversion of a large number of agriculturists to the field 
of big and heavy industries may solve this problem to a great extent 

Secondly, fall in the fertility of land. The rivers and other water 
channels which provide for natural irrigation of lands are partly dead 
and partly dying. Resuscitation of the rivers and channels and open- 
ing out new channels have become an immediate necessity. 

Thirdly, fall in the price of land products as for cxam])le, the fall 
in the price of jute. The value of land products is the national wealth 
produced by the people of the Province trom year to year. Of those 
products jute is the chief money crop of B»*ngal and npon the fair 
price of jute the prosperity of the w'hole Jfcngulee imti(m depends. 
The regulation of production is begun. Rut regulation alone will not 
raise the price. Nothing but a State organisation or an organisation 
helped by the State for selling the jnte (»f Rengal as suggested by 
me and the Jute Knquiry 0(»mmittei‘ can <*n.stnc a fair and economic 
price for jute. 

Fourthly, want of credit facilities. All channels of <’rcdit supply 
in the rural area have been chf>ked. The private money-lenders and 
the loan companies wlto used to supply ea.sy credit in the rural area 
have been crushed. .Vn all Rengal Bunking organisation having ade- 
quate capital with branches at every union or thana is necessary to 
solve this problem. 

Fifthly, want of provision for supply of good and effective seeds 
all over Bengal. 

Sixthly, want of rural cottage industries to enable the rural people 
to add to their meagre agricultural income thereby. An all Bengal 
Organisation having a big capital and with branches at every union 
may Milve this problem. 

Seventhly, want of sufficient number of scho<ds to impart primary 
and adult education in the rural area. 

Eighthly, want of sufficient numlH*r of charitable dispensaries 
equipped with qualified physicians. Government help to establish in 
a year, or two a dispensary in ever\' union is needed. 

Ninthly, want of sufficient provision for supply of drinking water 
for men and cattle. A programme for supplying drinking water all 
over^fengal within a year or two is necessary. 

Tenthly, trant of sufficient provision of communication for the 
purpose of trade in agricultural and industrial products. Distribution 
of tjie Central Boad Developmept Fund to the respective districts io 
conffipuct their own roads is demandei| hy the people of Bengal. 
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Sir, if thefle problem^ are solved, the nation is built. Let us now 
examine the budget to find out what are the items of additionsd 
expenditure in respect of these pi^blems for which the Hon^ble Finance 
Minister wants additional revenue. 

Sir, I find that under the head “Irrigation’' a paltry sum of 
Rg. 6,000 only has been provided for new works of irrigation. And a 
sum of Rs. 20,000 only has been provided for the purpose of a River 
Research Institute. Such a small demand is ridiculous. Then, Sir, 
for primary and adult education I find that an additional expenditure 
of only Rs. 8, '15,000 and Rs. 79,000 respectively has been provided. 
These provisions, in the opinion of the people of Bengal, are quite 
insufficient. Then, Sir, as regards the dispensaries in the rural area, 
the demand under “Medical” has been reduced by about Rs. 24,000. 
There are about 5,500 unions all over Bengal. Some 500 union.s only 
have got dispensaries and we shall have to establish dispensaries in 
about 5,000 unions and for the purpose of establishing these dispen- 
saries, a sum of Rs. 250 per mensem is necessary for each dispensary. 
Calculating on that basis, a sum of Rs. 12,50,000 is necessary in 
order to establish these dispensaries in the rural area. But there is 
no demand for further provision for rural dispensaries. 

Then, as regards water-supply, I find that the Budget under 
Public Health provides for an additional demand for Rs. 7,50,000. 
For about 5,500 unions of this Province, a sum of at least Rs. 55,00,000 
at the rate of Rs. 1,000 per union is necessary for supplying drinking 
water for men and cattle in the rural area. An additional sum of 
Rs. 7,50,0(K) over and above the last year’s provision of Rs. 2J lakhs 
is quite insutficient for that purpose. With this amount, only a few 
villages will be given the benefit of water-supply, while the demand 
for drinking water has conic from every corner of this province. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: It is Rs. 10 lakhs and 
not Rs. 7,50,000. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Don't interrupt him. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDYi I am not interrupting 
but correcting him. 

Mr. 8URENORA NATH BI8WA8: Even Rs. 10 lakhs is quite 
inadequate. With this amount, a few hundreds of villages can be 
served hut what we want is that when water-supply is to lie made 
available it should be made available for the people of Bengal as a 
whole at one time. 

Then, Sir, with regard to the supply of seeds all over Bengal, I 
find that a provision of Rs. 3,74,000 only has been made, while for 
supplying seeds throughout the 6,500 unions in Bengal at least 
Bs. 65,00,000 is nwessary at the rate of Rs. 1,000 per union. That 
is also a demand of the agriculturists all over Bengal. 
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Witk regard to the organisation for the marketing of jute on 
behalf of jute growers of Bengal , I find no provision though the 
Hon’ble Minister gave us a promise that he would see to that in the 
course of this year. 

Then, Sir, with regard to credit supply, I find that a provision 
of only Rs, 50 lakhs has been made for being paid to the co-operative 
credit societies in Bengal to be advanced as loans presumably to agri- 
.culturists. According to Governinont statistics, there are about 1 
crore agricultural families in Bengal. Sir, the provision of Its. 50 
lakhs as loans to them is quite in.suffiident. Everybody in this House 
knows that the agriculturists of Bengal are not getting loans from 
private parties and have failed all these years to raise loans as they 
used to do for the purchase of seeds. The result has been that they 
have sold the little silver which their womenfolk had and they have 
had no other alternative than to sell their lands or to depend on 
Government for loans. 

Under the head “Industries”, there is no provision for rural or 
big industries. A sum of Ks. 50,0011 only has been provided for State 
aid to industries. Sir. big and heavy industries should be establish- 
ed in Bengal for giving employment to millions of people wlm are now 
a pressure on the land. 

We the members on this side of the Hou.se have asked Government 
to make provisions for these things for the last four years hut they 
have’ not paid any heed to it. Then, Sir, the allotments made towards 
the solution of the real problems of the people have been ahsolutehr 
insignificant and insuffieient. 

Sir, isolated and inadfHjuate expenditure without comprehensive 
schemes will do no real good. The Hon*hle Minister should take the 
help of experts and immediately prepare schemes for — 

(i) the resuscitation of the dead and dying rivers and channels and 
the opening out of new channels and cstimute the expenses 
in co-operation with the other provinces; 

(it) the establishment of an organisation for selling jute on behalf 
of the jute-growers; 

(tit) supplying seeds throughout Bengal; 

((v) the development of rural industries throughout Bengal; 

(i?) supplying rural credit for the whole of Bengal ; 

• <rt) supplying drinking water throughout rural Bengal ; 

(rtf) starting big and heavy industries, t.c., cotton mills, spinning 
mills, sugar mills, salt-manufacturing firms, and the like, 
to give employment to the peasants and workers who are now 
a pressure on the land.^ 
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Sir, by carrying out these schemes they can better the economic 
condition of our peasants and workers, and with them that of the rest 
of the province. For the finances Necessary for that purpose they must 
reduce the expenses. Let them deprovinci^lise the colleges and 
schools and by that alone they will get Bs. ^34 lakhs. They must 
reduce the expenses in the departments of General Administration and 
Police to an absolutely unavoidable amount. After that, if further 
money is required, tax the borders of wealth and the big guns. And 
tax the luxuries aJso. By this they will get the money for additions] 
recurring expenses. For capital expenses let them raise a loan. When 
they will come with such schemes and ask us to vote for such taxation 
and borrowings, we shall gladly support them. 

Sir, this is not a new proposal of ours; we made similar proposals 
in 1937 and placed our schemes before you. We wanted this Govern- 
ment to purchase the interests of the rent-receivers of Bengal so that 
Government might acquire an additional net income of Bs. 10 crores, 
out of which money required to meet the recurring expneses for free 
primary education and for charitable dispensaries might be set apart 
and the bain nee might be capitalised to secure the required amount 
for capital expenses. Sir, the Floud Commission has also recommended 
the same thing, but when I made the proposal in 1937, the then Finance 
Minister ridiculed me bv saying that I was playing gymanstics with 
arithmetical^ figures of crores. This is what happens to j)ropo.sa]s made 
from this side of the House. 

Sir, in 1937 I gave notice of the Jute Bill to provide for the com- 
pulsory restriction of production and the fixation of its minimum price 
and also a marketing organization to sell the entire jute of Bengal on 
behalf of its growers. But that Bill was throttled to death. 

In 1939, a Bill for regulating the production of jute has been enact- 
ed, but no provision has as yet been made to establish a marketing 
organization * us suggested by me and also by the Jute Enquiry 
Committee. 

Then again, the operation of the Jute Begulation Act has been 
absolutely a hopeless massacre. Our scheme supported by the Hon^ble 
Minister of Agriculture himself to get the record prepared through 
the medium of the Union Boards and that at a very small expense was 
negatived by the Cabinet and an ill-conceived and ill-guided scheme 
has been put under operation and that is responsible for the huge 
expenditure thereby entailed. Much of public revenues has been 
wasted in the recojcding of jute lands and the issue of licenses. Sir, 
jute lands have be^n recorded according to the Settlement Survey plot 
numbers without relaying the Settlement maps and without giving 
sufficient notice to the jute-growers. That has been responsible for 
wrong records and no records. Besides the lands which have emerged in 
the areas after Settlement operations have not been recorded and 
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no land where nothing but jute can W jrrown has been recorded as such. 
I can tell the Hon’ble Minister that the jute»growera will not obey this 
law. I feel that the hand of Nemesis is about to fall on the Ministers. 
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Mr. «l. N, GUPTA. Mr. l)(*puly Speaker, Sir, with uHual eloquence 
the Finance Minister has introduced his budget and said many things 
and also asked us to trust the Ministry to see that the revenues are 
utilized for the best interests of the people. 

But it appears from the figures that the Finance Minister has taken 
no notice of the extraordinary situation created by the war with 
disastrous result on the taxable capacity of the people. Iiarge items 
of expenditure have been provided which could. have been avoided at 
this moment and I am sure that would reduce the deficit to the extent 
q| half a crore of rupees witliout impairing the efficiency of any of the 
departments. 

Revenues estimated were Its. 14 crores and 3 lakhs and expenditure 
Rs. 15 crores and '17 lakhs. Thus the income falls short of 1 crore and 
S4 lakhs. This will render the ojwning balance to be reduced oy Rs. 1 
crore and 59 lakhs, leaving the closing balance at Rs. 33 lakhs only. 
On the other hand, the expenditure side shows an increase of Rs. 52 
lakhs over the revised budget. Thus the Finance Minister has failed 
to maintain the minimum balance with Government treasuries. This 
is certainly a unrifue achievement of the Finance Minister, for whch he 
has been congratulated in this House. 

As regards the capacity of his <*cmtrolling the department, it appears 
fro^ the Audit Report of 1941 which says that **8orae important 
instance of defective control over expc*^^*tures have been noticed; 
unnecessary' supplementary charged appropriation; re^propriation 
obtained unnecessarily o?in excess of requirements; allotment made too 
lajjp in the year to be wholly .or partly utilised withiu the year; 
iiyudicious surrender causing excess .cgrer allotment. The surrender of 
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Bs, 2,20,000 waft made twice apparently due to miscalculatioB ; defect- 
ive budgeting, instances of omissipn to provide funds in the budget, 
instances of wrong provision ana cases of over or under budgeting. 
This is the certificate, Sir, given in the Audit Report. 

The Hcm*ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; What year’s report are 
you reading? 

Mr. d. N. GUPTA: I am talking about the way you manage things. 

The Hen»ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; That’s all right; but 
what year’s report is it? 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: I am referring to the Audit Report of 1940-41. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No. no. The honourable 
member is reading from the Audit Report of 1938-39. He does not 
eeem to know what he is talking about. 

Mr. J .N. GUPTA: Rut you were in chiirfre then ! 

Th. Hon>bl. Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, I was not in charge 
of the department tlien. 

Mr, dOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Do you disown Government 
responsibility? Men may come and men may go but Government will 
remain! (Daugbier.) 

‘Mr, d. N, GUPTA; In the name of nation building, the expendi- 
ture has been increased beyond the capacity of the income. We are 
to know who will be l>etiefite(l by this. It is not far to seek. It will 
mostly be beneficial to his community who will render him every help 
to secure the best crown in the future Cabinet. 

Take the case of education, where the increase will be to the 
extent of Rs. 14 lakhs, 60 per cent, of which goes for grants to the 
District School Boards for development of primary education. The 
general lM>dy of tax-payers have no faith in those Boards because cor- 
ruption is rampant there. A sum of Rs. IJ lakhs has been allotted for 
the advancement >f education of Scheduled Castes. I consider that 
this amount or more should be provided for vocational training which 
would greatly help the boys to start in life. We were told in the first 
year’s Budget speech that the needs o! technical education for the 
laaokward classes would also receive attention. We are yet to know 
arhat the Government have done ta. give effect to this assuraiioe. 
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• Thea ogam, Sir, a grant of Re. IJ lakhi has been provided for 
Muslim Hall of Dacca University, When the people are struggling 
for existence and crying for relief from Government, at that moment 
available moneys are going to be spent for other purposes. This is 
most unworthy of a Ministry which claims to be a popular one. 

Then, Sir, comes the (juestioii of an object of special patronage: 
Rs. 67,300 for buliding, furniture, and e(|uipinent grant to the Faslul 
*Huq College. The Education Minister has truly followed the maxim 
* ‘Charity begins at home”. I am sure that the Education Minister ie 
fully aware of the fact that certain High School of long standing is 
going to be closed down for cin umstances beyond the control of the 
School Committee who approached the G<»vernment for help, but 
nothing appears to have been dtme. I may tell the members of this 
House that the majority of the students of that schcwl belong to 
Scheduled Castes. 

There is another instance which would show how the Minister pro- 
poses wasteful expenditure: There is a provision for Rs. 7,680 for the 
purchasing of radio sets for Government educational institutions. I 
may point out here that the staff (»f the Assembly have l)een complain- 
ing that they are not getting any extra allowance for having to work 
late hours. That has not been considered necessary, but a provision 
for the purchase of radio sets to give recreation and other things to 
educational institutions is foxind to he necessary ! I do not know how to 
congratulate this Ministr>^ 

It seems the Hon’ble Finance Minister is shedding crocodile tears 
saying that fnun all parts of (he province <-omeH the cry of dead and 
dying rivers, of water-logged ureas, of inundation of saline water, 
bih to be drained, canals to be excavated, spill areas to be provide<l — 
measures on which dej»end not only the fertility of the soil but also 
health and life of the people. May we kncrw what att-empt he has made 
to give the peojde relief in those matfers? He would (ertainly reply 
that due to inadecjuate and ill-equipped administrative machinery he 
could not do anything. 1 may point out to the Finance Minister that 
this explanation will not satisfy us. Gf course, it may satisfy some one 
for reasons best known to him. He has said that he has undertaken 
legslation to supplement those inadequate resources. With that end 
in view two new taxation measures have been introduced. Provision 
has also been made for Price Controller and his staff. I do not kn<rw 
wha^ ^nefit will be derived from that. 

In the matter of relief to the poor people it was suggested to the 
Finance Minister to take steps to stop Kali hirti which are practically 
forced from the poor customers ,hy wholesale dealers. He paid a deaf 
ear ^o the suggestion. ^ 
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Under the head ‘‘Indiihtries’* four sale and supply deiKits on an 
experimental basis with a grant of ps. 50,000 for each depot have been 
providwl for — two for brass and bell-metal articles and two for hand- 
loom weaving products. This is quite inadequate. These depots 
should also be opened for dealing with other Home Industry products 
so that men and women of all classes, castes and creeds may be benefited 
by it. 

Under the liead “Miscellaneous* \ it is observed that a scheme cost- 
ing about Its. 8 lakhs has been provided for giving financial help to low 
paid Government servants on account of higher cost of living. I 
understand that Re. 1 will be paid to those whose pay will not exceed 
Its. 30 per mensem. If my information is correct, I must say that 
this is not fair and I would therefore request the Hon*ble Finance 
Minister to consider the cases of those people who draw pay up to Rs. 50 
bec-ause they also deserve sympathetic consideration. 


The question of extraordinary charges in India amount ng to 
Rs. 7,52,000 is re(iuired to be examined. It is said that these < hurges 
are expected to he recovered from the Central (bivernment. We have 
already noticed that a sum of Rs. 2,75,000 w'as s})ent in anfci])ation of 
sanction from the Government oi India but at last it was reiu^e<l and 
the whole amount had to be borne by this Government. 

In the role of Minister in charge of labour and commerce, the 
Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy held out high hopes to workers that -a careful 
investigation would be made into the mode of life and standard of 
living of the labourers and that efforts would be made to raise it. But 
nothing has been done so far. In my speech on the first Budget, I 
asked the Hon’ble Labour Minister that he should increase his speed 
which was considered to be that of a bullock cart. Now, I find that 
both the w'heels have broken down and he has come to a dead stop. 

The Railway Trade Unions whose objects are not confined to one pro- 
vince are still in the dark as to whether they will be deemed to be 
constituent trade unions. A Tribunal was appointed to examine trade 
unions but no attempt was made to call them to appear before the 
Tribunal. I ask the I.»abour Minister to consider this point, so that 
these persons are not deprived of their legitimate right. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy was not satisfied with one crown.* He 
at once climbed up the ladder and secured another and this double 
crown proved to be his failure. He could not manage any of them 
smoothly and efficiently which has been amply borne out by the remarks 
in the Audit Report of 1941. 
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Lastly ) I would request the ilon’ble Minister to consider the question 
of these trade unions in a sympathetic spirit, so that they may not be 
deprived of their legitimate right. 

Mr, AMRITA LAL MANDALs Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, please 
allow me to say a few words on the budget that is liefore us now. It 
is a good thing that both receipt side and expenditure side have 
been swollen as compared to the position in previous years, but it is 
Regrettable that the expenditure side has been inflated much more than 
the income side. The result has been, as you see, a prospective deficit 
of Rs. 134 lakhs for the coming year. The Hon’ble Finance Minister 
has stated in his Budget speech that the additional exjienditures for 
the next year amounting to more that Rs. 50 lakhs over the current year 
have been budgeted in order to carry on extensive developmental activi- 
ties. But one may ask the question: What are those constructive acti- 
vities? It is quite natural for the public to demand that the 
Government should formulate really constructive schemes and ask for 
more funds for expenditures. The Ministry has hardly given proof of 
their ability to draw up good schemes and yet they are asking for 
more and more fund'^. The ilcficits of Rs. 134 lakhs for tin' year 
1941-42 and of Rs. 103 lakhs toi the current year arc .staring into our 
face. How do the Ministry propose to meet them? They propose to 
meet them l)y drawing upon the re.serves and by raising more taxes 
from the poor uia.sses. And all this in the name of carrying on cons- 
tructive services of the Province! Since April, 1937, the Ministry have 
had enough opportunities of building up good programmes of work, 
but they did nothing but waste funds over unprcxluctivc and unnecessary 
schemes. They had enough of funds, much more than the bureaucratic 
Government possessed before 1937; still they are in need of raising 
more and more taxes. 

To whatever sphere one may make a reference, a picture of non- 
essential performance will meet our eyes. Whether in agriculture or 
in industries or in public health, the activitie® of the Ministry have 
not left any impress of good service anywhere. In education what 
have the Ministry succeeded in doing? They have only created 
troubles and controversies and nowhere has there been really a bene- 
ficial move to elevate and please the public. In August last the 
Ministry accepted a non-official re.solution that the Government would 
be spending Rs. 10 lakhs a year for the improvement of education of 
the Scheduled Castes. Where has that Resolution gone? Tn the 
Budj^t the coming year only Rs. U lakhs has been provideil. Is 
this the way ^in which promise .should he made and the cause of 
education furthered? 

At this stage, Sir, I would not like to go into details, but this much 
J iiih.st state* that in spite of the gr;indeur in which the Hon'ble the 
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Finance Miniater haa sought to present the Budget by inflating the 
expenditures, the budget provisions are indeed disappointing. It does 
not indicate any well-thought-out flan but it gives a performance of a 
prodigal son who does not think of the future but tries to make his 
both ends meet by borrowing. 

Adloummeiit 

It being 8 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Thursday, the 27th 
February, 1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proeee^BCt of the Bengal LegialatiTe AsMadilg aMembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, 
the 27th February, 1941, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sir Mfhamm.u) AziZtjL Hauue, c.i.b,, 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair, 8 Hon’ble Ministers and 191 members. 

UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(to which answer was laid on the table) 

Failure of paddy crop in Jalpaiguri distriot 

43. Babu KHAQENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Is the Hou’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department aware — 

(t) that there has been a failure of paddy crops in the Jalpaiguri 

district this year; and 

(u) that there is every likelihood of distress prevailing in the 

district ? 

(b) If so, what steps do the Government propose taking in the 
matter P 

MINISTER in oharga of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tha 
Hon’blo Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) No. 

(6) Does not arise. 

Babu UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that there has been a partial failure of crops in the Jalpaiguri 
district? 

Tha Han’bla Sir BI40Y PRASAD SINGH ROYl That is not my 
infomation. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
he pleased to state whether as a result of the enquiry that he is suppos- 
ed tq have made as a result of this question his information is that 
the; crops in this district have been jllftity? 
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Thd Hon’bla Sir BlilOY PRASAD SINGH ROYS Very good 
«rop0 at least. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN* Do I understand the Hon’ble 
Minister to say that the yield of the crop this year is the same as in 
past years? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a question. 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: That is a very 
sweepinf; question. 


Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry that I could not attend yesterday; 
otherwise T would have given my decision earlier. I have very care- 
iiJLto the adjournment motion. An issue like this ought to 
be discussed at the time when the budget under head “General 
Administration'* is discussed, the opportunity for which will come 
very soon. It is well known that a motion of this character, if it be 
discussed at all, should be discussed in detail on the floor of the House 
in the usual course of the proceedings. It is on that ground alone that 
I feel that this motion is not in order. 

Quattions relating to the Department of the Hon’ble the Home 

Minister. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN. May we know, Sir, when the 
questions relating to the department of the Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin 
will be taken up? 

Mr. SPEAKER! Day before yesterday the questions were taken 
up and left unanswered, as it was decided that the questions should 
be answered after Sir Nazimuddin comes back. I do not know when 
he is likely to come back. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL. Sir, he is not likely to come 
soon, because I understand that he is going out for a change. We 
have been given to underetand by Sir Bijoy that the responsibilities 
of that portfolio vTill devolve on his head. All that we want ia that 
he will be in a position to answer the questions. 

Mr. SPEAKER! The best thing would be to hold over the quee- 
tions for a week, so that in the meantime he will be able to etudy 
them. « 
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Black«out. 

•ifi SPEAKER* There is another matter to which I want to draw 
your attention. On the Grd March there will be a complete black-out 
in Calcutta. The question is at what time we ought to meet. The 
question arises not for this occasion alone, but there may be occasions 
in future when we may be required to have a complete black-out in 
, Calcutta on more than one occasion. It will not look very well if we 
sit and proceed with our business in the usual way with lights on, 
vhile others have to go without lights. We (Uight to come to a settle- 
ment over this matter. Either we may have a morning sitting or we 
may have a sitting from about 1? o’clock till 5 p.m. so that i)eople can 
go home in time. As I have said, this is a contingency which may 
arise more frequently in future, and as a matter of fact 1 have been 
warned that it may happen, so that the Calcutta public may be made 
accmstomed to this sort of black-out. The military situation may not 
be such that it demands any such steps to be taken immediately, but 
to train up the whole body of citizens in ('ahuitta and to make them 
accustomed to black-out conditions takes a little time. T feel, there- 
fore, that I should know the attitude of the House in case the House is 
in session at that time. As I suggested, it would be better if we have 
a sitting from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. or from 8-‘10 a. in. to 11-80 a.m. It 
will be convenient U) everybody and people will be able to get on to 
their respective businesses in time. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, 8-80 to ll-;k) a m. 
will suit us. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, so far as the general 
question is concerned regarding any such contingency <'ontinuiiig in 
the near future, the best course I suggest would be t(» have an informal 
conference at your Chamber in which the leaders of all the parties 
and groups will represent their view's, but so far as the (‘hange of the 
time-table on the 8rd March is conc-erned, I beg your leave in the 
absence of our leader to convey to you his cunsirlered opinion. We 
had a small discmssion on this question. The (jovernment Whip 
wanted our view as to whether we can agree to a change of the time- 
table. So far as we on this side of the House are concerned, Sir, we 
have cbme to the decision that it is not necessary to disturl) the time- 
table, because my leader’s view, go far as the black-out is concerned, 

tjjat it is a puerile matter and is only meant as a measure of 
scaremongeriug. That is why, Sir, we want to stick to our ordinary 
time-table. 

Mr. SPEAKERS I am afraid I cannot allow a discussion of this 
natine. 
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Mr. SASAMKA BE KHAR BANYAL: Sir, it is not a question of 
discmssion. So far as we are concerned, on the 3rd March we do not 
agree to any change of the time-flible. 

Mr. BREAKER. In that case under the rules the House will sit 
at 4 p.m. and adjourn earlier, so that members can go home in time. 
When a general order to this effect is given, I have no power to act 
contrary to it. I have merely to see that the clerical staff, the menial 
staff, the administrative staff and the peons are not inconvenienced in 
any way. The only alternative will be that the House will have to 
bit at 4 p.m. and adjourn earlier, so that people can go home in time. 
But by this the House will be deprived of a discussion which could 
have been possible, if we had sat in the morning. 1 hope, Mr. Sanyal, 
you will consider the consequences and let me know your view. 

Mr. BABANKA BEKHAR BANYAL: Sir, Government ought to 
have placed the matter before us in time. To-day is the 27th Febru- 
ary and only three days intervene. Many of the members have 
already got previous engagements on the 3rd and it will be extremely 
difficult for them to dejmrt from their previous commitments. So far 
as the question of general sitting is concerned from day to day, the 
Committees of Rules and Privileges are there and they may be sum* 
moiled and the question can be discussed. But so far as the 3rd March 
is concerned, we do not agree to an eleventh hour change in the time- 
table, simply at the instance of Government. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then the only alternative would be to sit at 
4 p.m. and adjourn earlier. 


GENERAL OIBCUBSION OF THE BUDGET. 

Mr. EYED BALALUDDIN HABHEMY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in 
spite of my long standing political differences with the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister, not only political differences, differences of ideals 
and ideology, differences of culture and tradition, I must confess that 
I had an idea that Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy was an intelligent man and 
that he has got some originality, but the budget as presented by him 
has taken away that idea. Not to speak of the budget itself, but I 
am speaking of his intelligence and originality and he has lost that 
even. I had an idea that of all the Ministers Mr. H, S, Suhrawardy 
would not be made a scapegoat by hie Secretaries and Deputy Secre- 
taries. Sir, it a w'onder to me that a man of the status of Mr. H. 8. 
Suhrawardy should read out a set speech written by his Secretaries and 
sign a budget which was prepared for him by hie Secretaries and 
Deputy Secretaries. The Hon’ble w the Finmiee Minister has 
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oangratiilated by the Leader of the European Group and by soma 
members of the Coalition Party with their tongues in their cheelcs. 
I do not know why and for what reason they have congratulated the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister for presenting this deficit budget. Sir, I 
had also an idea that of all the Ministers Mr. H. S- Suhrawardy 
knows and knows very well to cut his coat according to his cloth. 
But, Sir, this time he has gone btiyond his means. It is no use 
criticising in a vague and indefinite manner. I will help the HonHde 
finance Minister if he cares to accept my suggestion and in 10 
minutes’ time I will make up the deficit of the budget for the current 
year. I will only show from the speech, from the statement he made 
before presenting i\ie budget to this House, that if he hud at least 
attempted, he could have balanced the budget properly. He haa 
admitted that an amount of over 18 lakhs will he necessary for new 
civil works. I^et him take down the figures and T will show that 
this Rs. 1, *14, 00, 000 will come out of the budget h(‘ has already present- 
ed. liot him take that 18 lakhs from the civil works. This is not the 
time for any new work specially at a time when India is on tlie verge 
of being involved in a great war that is raging in Kurope. 

Then, Sir, in the list of civil budget, he has admitted that for the 
pur(‘hase of a parti(‘ular plot of land near the High (knirt for some 
offices of Governincnt Rs. 8 lakhs will he necessary and he has budget- 
ed that amount. Sir, is this the time of purchasing a new plot of 
land for Rs. 8 lakhs? The reason he has given is that a third party 
will purchase it. 

Then coming to police, he has admitted that an increase of Ka. 2 
lakhs will be necessary during the current year. From his speech, it 
will be seen that for the last four years from 2 to 4 lakhs of rupeea, 
he has been giving to this department, I mean the Police Depart- 
ment. 

Now, Sir, coming to more particulars, I will point out item by 
item to the Hon’ble Finance Minister for his consideration. Th« 
amount budgeted for the distribution of quinine by the Presidency 
Jail is Rs. 83,000. It is an abnonnal thing. This, in our opinion^ 
can be distributed by other agencies of the Government — either by 
the Public Health Department or by the Political Department. Sir, 
he has taken another Rs. 46,000 for civic guards. We do not 
appreciate the necessity for civic guards in Calcutta. I am sure 
Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy knows and knows very well that the civic guard 
organisation in Calcutta is absolutely unnec^essary. 

Sf, there is another item which is called development of the youlb 
welfare scheme and for that he has set apart Rs. 1,27,760. Sir, we do 
not know what this youth welfare league or movement is. All that 
we know is that this money is^mis-speni by the district officers only 
forWhe political purposes of a cert|iiu political group in this Honan 
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and nothing else.' li that is youth welfare, I do not know what the 
real youth- welfare work iel He has given Be. 35,780 to the Servant 
of Humanity Sg^iiety. What ^ is this Servant of Humanity 
l^ietyP Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy knows and knows very well 
that it is absolutely for his personal co^isideration. I 
was a 4 nember of the Society for four long years. Only 
last year Tlsi 2,600 was first granted to that institution and this 
is an instifution run personally by the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
himself. It is an organisation that is run in the Suhrawardy Avenue 
by Sir H. Suhrawardy who happens to be his own uncle 

* The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: He happens to be in 
England now. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: You are patronising his 
organisation in Bengal with the money of the ratepayers 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Nonsense! You are 
talking through your hat. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, is the word ‘ nonsense ’ 
parliamentary H He must withdraw it. 

The Honllle Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I am sorry, Sir, that 
I cannot use a stronger expression in view of the personal aspersions 
which the honourable member has made. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: It is absolutely cn 
personal consideration that the money is being used. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Nonsense! 

Mr. ATU4. KRISHNA CHOSE: On a point of order, Sir. Is the 
Hon’ble Minister justified in repeatedly using the word “nonsense” P 

(Other members also rose on a jwint of order.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have not been able to make out anything? 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Sir, the point is whether 
the expression “nonsense” is parliamentary or not. 

Mr. SPEAKER; I cannot say whether it is parliamentary or not 
unless I see the context. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: If this expression is not 
unparliamentary, then I beg of you, Sir, to allow me to use this word 
against him times without number.^ 
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* Sir, I repeat that Rs. ^J5,780 for* the, Servant of HumaniCy Society 
has been given the Hoa’ble Finance Minister only oil personal 
consideration and nothing else. 

The Hoii’Me Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY; Nonsense ! 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE; On a point of onler, f$ir. 

Mr. SPEAKER; All I say is tliat even though the word “nonsense'^ 
ihay not be iinparliumentar>', it is certainly obstructive. 

Mr. 8YED 4ALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, now 1 will speak o! 

another item. Rs. ()7,'K)0 has been given to the Fazlul Iluq College at 
Chakhar. Then, Sir, there is another item — reorganisation of rural 
public health units against which a provision of R^. 15,000 has been 
made. (The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Sdhrawahdy : II lakhs.) That is for 
the whole rural public! health service. Sir, we do not know what these 
rural public health units are doing. 1 think, they are used for political 
purposes only. 1 come from a village, but I do not know of any public 
health unit in my constituency. That money like that of the Youth 
Welfare Movement is absolutely mis-spent for political purposes by 
the Minister! 

Sir, I will point out another iUun to the Hon’ble Minister and 
that .is anti-ludlowii survey and auti-ludlowii control and Rs. 22,000 
and Rs. d0,000 respectively have been allotted for these purposes. Sir, 
I beg of him not to iimlertake that controlling measure. We have had 
enough ol that. The (^’orporatiou of ('alcutta spent more than Rs. 6 
lakhs over the anti-mosquito brigade in (’alcutta. The result of all 
that has been that mosijuitoes have been pouring into (’alcutta like 
German soldiers }M>uriug into the Balkans! Therefore, Sir, this anti- 
ludlowii survey and anti-ludlowii control is simply a farce. This orga- 
nisation is nothing else than a device to patmiiise the officers of the 
department. 

Then there is another item in the shape of a grant to the (!.S.P.C.A. 
Mr, Suhrawardy knows very well of the agitation that has been going on 
in Calcutta and outside for the abolition of this society, and that for 
obvious reasons. But, Sir, instead of alwlishing this society it ia being 
patronised by (Government with 81 plus 10, that is, 91 lakhs of rupeea 
altogether. 

^ir, I shall not speak a word about the staff and household of the 
Gkivemor, his touring expenses as well as other expenses of the Gorenior. 
That is a matter ab^lutely charged, and we have no right to make any 
remark even on them. It is up to the Governor of this province to tee 
wl^ether at this time, particuli^ly during the period of war, such bnge 
allotments as Rs. 50,000 for band^^^blishmeni, Rs« 1,15,000 lot the 
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office of the Military Secretary to the Governor and others should be 
curtailed or not.^ But, Sir, this being absolutely a matter for the 
Governor, I shall not refer to it afy more. 

Coming to the construction of a new building at Jalpaiguri, Sir, I 
do not know who is interested in this matter. A new office building is 
going to be erepted for the Divisional Forest Officer at a cost of Rs. 2 J50. 
You will ilnd in the budget that for the electric installation in ‘ the 
bungalows of (certain Subdivisional Forest Officers and other petty 
offif^ers of the Co-operative Department such large sums as rupees four 
thousand and odd and Rs. 2,240 have been provided. Had the Hon^ble 
Minister made an earnest endeavour to prepare his budget with caution, 
he could have balanced his budget without any difficulty. 

Then, Sir, in one place the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy has pointed out 
that the decrease under '‘Famine IMief” was due to the absence of acute 
economic distress in any part of the province. I submit that this is 
an absolutely untrue statement, because we know very well that acute 
distress is prevailing in some of the districts of Bengal on accomit of 
Uie failure of the last aman crop. 

The Hon'ble the Finance Minister has also pointed out that the 
money he is going to get by taxing the people will partly be utilised in 
meeting the budget deficit and partly in nation-building activities. 
Sir, I appeal to him not to tax the poor people of Bengal any more. 
They are half-starved, having only one meal a day, and it is impossible 
for these poor toiling masses, j)articularly for the poor tillers of the 
soil, to l>ear any more burden of taxation for maintaining the white 
elephants of Government at the top, in whom the masses of the people 
have absolutely no interest. Sir, the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
has asked in his speech, — will the Legislature pass the Taxation Bill? 
Sir, before we in the Opposition decide whether we should vote for or 
against this taxation measure, we have certainly the right to know as 
to what will be the rate of this tax which Government intend finally to 
adopt, and to what extent the exemptions proposed by the Select Com- 
mitto and any other to be proposed by the Legislature will be given 
effect to. 

(At this stage Mr. Speaker warned the honourable member that hia 
time was up and allowed him to conclude his speech in a minute or 
two.) 

Sir, we have given our opinion that in the present international 
situation which has 4;aused a considerable rise in the prices of alipoat 
ail commodities, it will not be possible for the poor toiling masses to 
bear a further burden of taxation. Therefore, I appeal to the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister to reconsider whether he should balance bit 
budget by cutting out some of the unnecessary items in it and give uli 
ik9 idea of introducing the General. Sales Act. 
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. Dr* M* DAS CUPTA* Sir, in risings to offer some genenl 
criticisms to this budget, I come to a sense of f utility , for from what I 
have observed of the proceedings of the last two days it appears that 
the Hon’ble the Finance Minister, secure in the knowledge of a voting 
majority that is always accommodating, may be, for considerations, 
is paying but scant attention to opposition criticisms. He ought to 
remember that opposition criticism is a very important factor in any 
democratic form of Government. So that bis exhibition of a super- 
billious and dictatorial complex go ill with the democratic pretensions 
of the Gk)vernment of which he is an important member. 

My first impression after a careful perusal of the budget was one of 
disappointment. I had expected better thing.s from the IIon’Me 
Minister this year. 

Sir, though a political opponent 1 have never found tjie Hon’ble 
Mr. Suhrawardy uninteresting. Unlike many of his ^ confreres, his 
statements are rarely ever entirely devoid of some leaseinent of hu)ts, 
whilst his antics as well as his ready reparties and incisive comments 
go a long way to enliven the extremely dull proceedings, over which 
yon, Sir, are condemned to preside. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am not condemned ! (Laughter.) 

Dr. d. M. DAS CUPTA: I have used the word ’htoudemried" for 
whilst you have very considerably granted us the privilege of escaping 
to the corridor when assailed by a virulently dull piece of oration, 
you, Sir, are condemned to suffer on without wincing in your gilded 
throne. 

The budget, Sir, shows ample evidence of carelessness and inatten- 
tion which in the c ase of the author can only he ae<Tibed to the deaden- 
ing influence of this assured majority. 

If his objective has been to make out a plausible case in favour of 
further taxations, I am afraid he has not succeeded in convincing any 
independent thinker in the House. He summarises the financial 
results by anticipating a deficit of 1 crore and ‘14 lakhs and provides 
for a closing balance of 33 lakhs only. But I repeat that the figures 
are hardly convincing, year after year the actuals in the largest 
majority of heads are found to he considerably less than the budgeted 
amounts proving systematic overbudgeting. 

These large discrepancies between the actuals and the budgeted 
amounts are due either to inattention which is inexcusable, or inten- 
tional which is worse. The net result is that large sums of money 
budgeted ibr nation-building departments remain unspent and are 
•omndered for want of mature schemes. In the budget, however, 
these provisions for excessive expenditure serve to inflate the supposed 
de^t the spectre of which* the Hon’ble ICinister holds bslors 
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our eyes. There is as yet no guarantee that with exception of the 
Department of Industries and few other departments the OoTemment 
have schemes ready for the enonttous expenditure that are provided 
for. 

Sir, I entirely agree with the Hon’ble Minister that the nation- 
building departments should in no case be suffered to* starve. But for 
doing that he himself admits the necessity of hard economy in other 
spheres. Sir, there can be no doubt that in view of the recent progres- 
sive decline in certain' important items of revenue, such as the jute 
export duty, stamps and land revenue, too much stress cannot be laid 
on the necessity of caution regarding control over expenditure. But 
is there any evidence of caution anywhere in this budget? In practi- 
cally every department including that of this Department of Provincial 
Legislature, the expenditures on establishment have increased by leaps 
and bounds with what improvement to the economic life of the province 
is xhot apparent to anybody. The few reports that are available do 
scant credit to the working efficiency of the departmeni concerned. 
The exceptions are — (1) the Department of Industries which, thanks to 
the endeavour of an extremely energetic man at the head, is valiantly 
striving to solve some important economical problems. 

The!^drt of the Government for stabilising the jute pric e was one 
in the right direction. But the methods adoj)ted have been pointedly 
criticised by (fconomists and industrialists both Indian and European. 

Turning to the Department of Public Health I cannot help thinking 
that in view of tlie excellent work done in the past, this department 
deserved larger support for its many useful schemes. The provision of 
a bare 1 lakh for the climatic sanitarium is too beggarly. In fact, 
the whole comprehensive Sidieiue for combating tuberculasis deserved a 
more adetjuate support from the Government. But these will be consi- 
dered when the departmental budgets are before us. 

Coming to the abnormal condition that the war has imposed on our 
province, I am entirely in agreement with the closing remarks of the 
Hon’ble Minister that war efforts should not <‘uuse a suspension of the 
ordirmry life activities of the provijue. But has he seriously considered 
Ihe problems due to the war that this province in particular cannot 
escape? Sir, should Great Britain be unable to stem the Nasi invasion, 
unavoidable repurcussions are bouu<l to upset our normal existence here. 
For instance, is not there a danger that the paper currency may not serve 
as a medium of exchange particularly in the villages? And if that 
happens, will it not be extremely difficult, if not impoasibife, to maintain 
order by the existing means at the dispi>sal of the Government? The 
Hon’ble Minister has provided for an extra expenditure for the police, 
but can a few additional Sub-Inspectors and other ranks meet the situa- 
tion, that I only hope may not arise? I thinks Sir, the Government 
should provide against these eventualities. Tbey should furst prevent 
export oi grams irom this province^ and il necessary import grama to 
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meet the minimum food requirements of the province. They should also 
seriously consider the necessity of staying? execution orders* for non- 
payment of rents, should an abnormal condition really overtake here. 

I am also of opinion that the present abnormal time denude an 
entire reorientation of the Government’s policy for maintaining law 
end order. The present policy of distrust of the populace should be 
replaced by one of trust. Trust always begets trust. I would suggest 
that our two universities may be utilised for this pur]>o8e after givinjf 
the students a short necessary training. 

• Turning to the question of air attacks, I think the Provincial 
Government has a duty towards the populace which cannot be delegated 
to other powers. In Great Britain the Government has introduced 
insurance measures, both free and with small premiums, which are 
bound to prove extremely useful. I submit that some schenLss on that 
line should be kept ready for our cities, particularly Calcutta, and the 
industrial centres along the Bhagiruthi and the railway lines. 

I cannot help thinking that the Government have failed to take 
note of the extremely serious menaces that are now looming before ua 
and in framing ttie budget they have slavishly followed the old custom 
of inflating expenditures without matured scheme for work during the 
year, neither do I share the optimism of the Hon’ble Minister that juto 
prices may look up. (3n the other hand, the war clouds in the Pacific 
are extremely ominous. 

In conclusion. Sir, I am definitely of opinion that we cannot 
possibly escape further taxations in future to meet the exigencies that 
may be threatening us. But for the present let us postpone all measures, 
of fresh taxations, until we can clearly see our requirements in the 
immediate future. In the meantime, let us initiate drastic economy 
wherever possible. 

One word more. Sir, it has not been possible for me to see eye to 
eye with Srijut Sarat Chandra Bose in many questions of principle, 
but in the present abnormal times I support his suggestion of a 
National Government as that would be better able to shoulder the task 
to which reference has been made by me just now. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, this 
year the Hon’ble the Finance Minister has presented what he has called 
a deficit budget. -Sir^ it is no new exi)erience of this House to be 
confronted with the myth of a so-called deficit budget which ultimately 
tumf^ut to be a surplus budget. Sir, this is another — seems to be 
hackneyed, but with the Finance Minister a very favourite — means of 
trying to raise money by new taxations, trying to raise money on 
pretence of there being an imminent deficit and the danger of a financial 
VreMcdown. 
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Sir, this year in introducing several taxation measures the plea .of 
nation-building has been put forward, but the nation-building work 
actually needs definitely completl^ and comprehensive schemes. We 
see none of such schemes, in existence. We find on the contrary this is 
almost a session of all-round bankruptcy — a sort of breakdown in 
finance and in health. Everybody seems to be suffering from bad 
health, probably as a sequel to the bad state of the province’s finances. 
In these circumstances there is absolutely no reality behind the plea 
of nation-building .held out for the purpose of additional taxation. 
There is absolutely no large plan behind this present budget. The 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister has pleaded time and again that we 
need money because we are going to do something on a grand scale, 
because, as the Hon’ble Minister has said, the work of nation-buildifig 
cannot stop even on account*^ of the war that is going on in Europe^ 

The honourable Lieader of the European Group suggested that the 
financial resources of the country should be husbanded as far as 
popsible with a view to their utilisation for war purposes. That was 
probably much too brazen a statement to make, and therefore the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister pretended that he disagreed with his 
"^master and realised that nation-building W'ork was urgent and imminent 
and could not be deferred. Therefore, he has taken this plea for more 
money. More money to be spent on whatP For providing greater 
ataff for the nation-building departments. What are the proposed 
larger staff for the nation-building departments to do? What is it 
that is going to determine the largeness of the staff needed for - parti- 
cular nation-building departments? Are the size and extent of the 
ataff to be determined in advance without having the least idea as to 
what we are going to do? Here is the wonderful confession made 
gallantly by the Hon’ble the Finance Minister. Out of the budget 
items we find that Public Health shows a decrease of 6 lakhs owing 
to non-maturity of sewage, water-supply and anti-malarial schemes for 
which provisions had been included in the budget and that money was 
not spent. Sir, Public Health being neglected seems to have affected 
the health of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister and to a certain extent 
his temper and huinour^if he has any, and that seems to be a general 
complaint visible in thw House. Yet without the slightest effort to 
formulate and prepare those plans for nation-building work he comes 
forward with the plea for more money. The budget from beginning to 
end shows manifestations of reckless wastefulness. From beginning to 
end wastefulness has been the prominent feature of the present budget. 
The Hon’ble Finale Minister pleaded that the bulk of the increased 
expenditure has been devoted to nation-building departments. Let us 
examine his claim. Now, Sir, let me analyse for a moment what is 
the nature of the nation-building expenditure that he is proposing to 
incur. Sir, at a time when in the rural areas of Bengal even small 
financial mercies shown by the Government might Have been grateft|lly 
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4ckno^ledg:ed to the advantage of the general fiopiilace, we aee that 
iheae things have been relegated to the background. The item of 
labour welfare work seems to have been wiped off from the budgetary 
provisions of this year. We do not know — at least this House is not in 
full possession of facts — as to how the grant that was made earlier 
for labour welfare work was spent; to what extent labour Welfare grants 
were used or misused for purposes of the Ijabour Minister’s personal 
politics. Creating regular organisations for blacklegging, or wrecking 
'labour organisations made him notorious. Were expenditures incurred 
for these purposes? That is a subject which has to be well examined. 

Now. under ‘‘Civil Works’ ‘ the Hoii’ble Minister says there is an 
increase of Rs. 17,67,000. Out of this amount we, find — to take an 
illustration — one single item amounting to Rs. 8 lakhs has been devoted 
to the acquisition of land — land to W built upon not for any immediate 
purpose, productive or otherwise, but land to be purchased for the 
purpose of some Government officers being housed there after the war 
is over. We do not know wliat Government officers are going tcfbe 
housed — what particular nation-building department it is and what is 
the calculation and planning that has been made. Now, that money 
is to be utilised for the acquisition of land which is to lie as mere 
■waste land — probably to witness the dropping of enemy bombs on dark 
nights — the enemy might be misled and might be misfiring on that 
vacant land winch Government are going to purchase. ^ Black-out has 
already been proclaimed. This is a typical instance of the wasteful- 
ness and recklessness of Government expenditure. You get, for 
instance, out of the bankrupt finances of the province, 8 lakhs of rupees 
obtained as a result of the extra atrocious taxation spent on nothing. 
This money is to remain blocked and is to be of absolutely no use to 
the people who arc 1o pay for it. Tt is one of the elementary principles 
of taxation tliat you may tax the people as much us you like provided 
you also devise the means of employing your reventies so that the 
people taxed are blessed as a result of the expenditure of the revenues 
you draw, with an increase in their income. Then alone taxation can 
be a necessary means for increasing the productive resources of the 
country. Tt is for the Finance Minister to degaonstrate one single item 
of expenditure proposed or one single avenue whereby the money that 
he is going to get out of additional taxation is going directly or 
ultimately to augment the income of the people taxed. We have seen 
the wastefulness of this budget where money raised by additional 
taxation, which the people can ill-afford to bear, is being absolutely 
blocks up in whimsical and fantastic schemes only on promise of 
constructions that are to take place after the war. There was absolutely 
no urgency for such childish things to be given effect to now. Th‘* 
Hon’ble Finance Minister has admitted that, as a result of the loss 
of ^he continental markets, the .jute trade in the country has received 
a serious blow. T believe that the hanjit of the Wow has fallen not on 
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ite very fortunate and very happy-looking European friends of the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister on the other side of the House, but rather on 
the labourers who hnd loss of income due to diminished work that they 
can j?et. The brunt of the whole burden has fallen on our peasantry. 
Yet, in country which, as he has admitted, has been seriously affected 
as a result of the war, wliere economically adverse circumstances have 
been created and income has diminished, he comes forward with pro- 
posals to impose fresh taxation on these veiy people. Now I could 
have sympathised with him if his plea of nation-building had been 
real and if he had shown that the money which he is going to get out 
of this taxation would result in giving further employment to our 
people, would result in giving additional income to them and will 
result in improving the economic condition of these people. I believe 
that one of the items of nation-building will he — if I may venture to 
say so, it does not need a prophet to tell us that we shall soon he witnes- 
sing this particular feature — that Government will probably be advanc- 
ing money to ])articular war industries for the purpose of helping the 
war and that might be termed as a sort of nation-building operation. 
There the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy^s urge for nation-building work 
during the pendency of the war w^as not so much realised by the 
honourable I^fcader of the European Group. They seemed to differ, yet 
the roads they proposed to traverse all lead to the same goal. All roads 
on the Coalition side— -whether from the Treasury benches or from 
the European benches — lead to the same goal of wastefulness, vi*., 
devoting money in the name of nation-building for the purpose of 
helping and financing the war. This has already Wen pointed out and 
in doing so the Hon’ble Finance Minister is neither carrying out the 
policy of nation-building nor carrying out the policy of the party to 
which he has the honour to belong. The Muslim League, the Congress 
and the country in general are opposed to rendering any help in the 
war and, therefore. Sir, this policy which he se<»ms to be advocating in 
season and out of season on the floor of the House for the purpose of 
supporting the war is a |>olicy which is in direct contravention of the 
principle laid down by all the organisations in the country. We are 
aware bow the East India War h^und is utilised in the name of war. 
To the East India WarlPund, people in India are called upon to contri- 
bute money. Sir, how does this East India War Fund help Indian 
industries? Now we know how people are being coerced in all forms of 
ways to come out and contribute money to the East India War Fund. 
The lemindars are being persuaded to come out with contributions and 
considerable induljrence is being shown to the semindars so that contri- 
huiione might be obtained from them. Now, Sir, the money that 
you pay to the East India War Fund is utilised for the purpose of 
buying aeroplanes in Great Britain built in Great Britain. Is it not 
proper to ask how precisely would that .money heb> in develoT>ittg Indian 
industries f Only recently the ^Eaetem Group Conferenc^e concluded ii« 
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d^berftiions and we find that even in the Eastern Group Conleeenoe 
all these rosy dreams about aeronautical factories, big shipyards and 
big industrial concerns being built up in India melted as it were into 
thin air. You are to supply only technicians, raw materials, men and 
money. If new industries are to be established, they are to be done in 
Australia which is the base of operations for the purpose of furtherance 
of war in the Pacific. India will supply only lalxiur. India will only 
supply gun fodder. If you supply money, well and good, and with 
that money we shall not build aeroplane factories inside India, but we 
shall go and buy aeroplanes for British built in Great Britain. That, 
Sir, is the nation-building scheme that we have so far witnessed 
from the Government of India, and the Hon^ble Ijabour Minister has 
come forward with his nation-building scheme which ultimately 
amounts to providing funds for war purposes and criminal waste. 
Sir, we have seen that in the name of education money is granted 

(At this stage the red light was lit.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Your time is up. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir. 1 nnIII tiin li in 
another two minutes. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right, try to finish as early as possible. 

Mr, NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Unfortunately, Sir, the 
Hon'ble the Finance Minister’s promise of nation-building has been so 
hollow that we have groj^ed in vain for a long time tc find out a single 
brick of the edifice of nation-building. A sum of Rs. 1,50,000 has 
been provided under the head “Education” for a Muslim Hall of the 
Dacca University ; that a sum of Rs. 71,0tM) has been jirovided foi 
opening the I. A. and I. Sc. Classes of the Lady Bralmurne College 
and also a sum of Rs. 67,000 for the FukIuI Huq College at Chukhar. 
Sir, I dure say that even Muslim students and educationists would 
have welcomed it if instead of criminally wasting money in this way, 
Government had provided that money for the improvement of the 
existing colleges which are badly in need of money. Instead of w^asting 
this money for nothing, the entire amount could have been earmarked 
for providing scholarships and donations so that a larger number of 
students could have the advantage of getting scientific training- 
training in the different departments ot industries and agriculture 
w'hicb would have lieen more productive. What does it matter, Sir, 
if QUO** young men who live in thatched cottages in their homes live 
not in luxul^ous boarding bouses but in ordinary hovels in university 
towns, if they get the best of training in their respective lines? Why 
spend more money for opening ^new B.A. and 1. 8c. Classes? There 
are/j>Ienty of such classes available, in our existing colleges. Money 
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alrBudy upeat for that purpose has not been and cannot be properly 
utilised; it has not been meant for the advancement of education. 
Money has been spent for openiifg new colleges in the interior with 
an eye^ 1 am afraid, to prepare for an electioneering campaign in the 
constituencies of some of the Hon’ble Ministers at public cost. Even 
when you talk of advancing Muslim education and spend money in 
this fashion, it does not require very much subtlety for Muslim educa- 
tionists to see that it is merely throwing dust into their eyes and that 
the ulterior motive l>ehind is the fulfilment of personal interests by 
wasting public money in this way and withholding the real means of 
proper education. 

Mf, SPEAKER: Mr. Dutta Masuindar, your time is already up and 
you must finish. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: One more sentence, 
Sir, and 1 finish. 

In conclusion, I say that this budget has been wasteful in matters of 
education, it has been wasteful in improving taxation but not provid- 
ing means for securing a higher income to the people, it has been 
•wasteful in not providing for actual national industries which would be 
the rockbottom foundation of nation-building schemes. I believe, the 
House will at least this time agree to effect cuts in the budget l>efore it 
is passed, thereby demonstrating their utter disapproval (d the 
ministerial bankruptcy behind the budget. 

Mr. R. M. 8A8800N: Mr. Speaker, Sir, our party will have 
opportunities of expressing our views on individual items in the budget 
when we come to the voting of grants, and m I shall say little this even- 
ing regarding details of the Government's expenditure programme for 
the year 1941-42. My main purpose in speaking to-day is to stress the 
general attitude of those in this section of the Hou.sc which has already 
been outlined by the l^eader of our party. 

When we were speaking on Government’s taxation proposals, I 
refer to the Petrol Tax and Sales Tax, we made it clear that we found 
it difiBcult to agree to new provincial taxation while India is engaged, 
with the rest of the British Commonwealth, in this present war. We 
finally decided to acquiesce in the new taxes for the purpose only of 
enabling Government to balance its budget and undertake really press- 
ing items of new expenditure. It follows from this that we shall await 
with great concelTi the reasons which the various Hon ’hie Ministers 
will have to offer to show that new st^hemes of expenditure incluaed in 
this budget, amounting to no less than 80 lakhs, are really as urgent 
as the. circumstances demand. The circumstances demand a very high 
degree of urgency; for, it is only by. an accideni of the Constitution, 
if I may so put it, that the domestic nee«ls of the province are able v» 
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attract tfae effective attention of a Government which has no constitu- 
tional responsibility for the prosecutitm of the war. We should be 
most careful not to let the absence of that responsibility deprive us 
of our s^se of relative values. 

As the Leader of our Group remarked the other day, we are iiuwt 
anxious that the actual wo^kin^? of the budget, when it is passed with 
or without reductions, should be carefully wattdied. I have not the 
slightest doubt that the Hon'ble Finance Mini<«ter will keep a close 
watch on the revenue returns and call for a halt in expenditure if they 
indicate that his estimate is in fact overoptimistic. The mere passing 
of the budget is, as he knows, not final authority to the departments 
to spend, and he has very salutary powers of control over expenditure. 
A suggestion of ours to which we attach importance is, that in this 
very critical year, Government should abstain from any endeavour to 
enlarge this budget by seeking supplementary sujiply in later sessions. 
This should be perfectly possible, if a proper degree of restraint is 
exercised. * Yet another means of eeonomy which is open to Govern- 
ment is to insist on surrender wherever the funds provided in the budget 
are in excess of what turns out to be actually spendable on the measures 
for which the budget makes provision; in other w'ords, to set its face 
against financing by reappropriation items not included in the budget, 
simply because there happens to be some surplus money lying about 
Unfortunately there is a general tendeney to do this. All these sugges- 
tions are made Wcause war conditions make the outlook for the coming 
year niost uncertain; and Government will, if they adopt them, I am 
convinced, have good cause to be thankful when they come to take stock 
of the financial position a year hence. 

The task of the flon’ble the Finance Minister in adjusting the 
claims of the departments for more money is, we know, an unenviable 
one, and we admire the skill with which justice within the bounds of 
the available resources is meted out to the departments. 

One criticism that does occur to me is that in spite of the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister’s lament on the starved cmidition of the Agricul- 
tural Department, that department has practically been left out in 
the allocation of the additional exfienditure. 

The Agricultural budget has been swelled this year by the provision 
of about Rs, 25 lakhs for jute restriidion, but leaving this out of 
account,* the only additional provision is on account of supply of seeds 
to cultivators! 1 note in passing that the provision for jute restriction 
is de|cribed under the head “Agriculture” as “Other charges”, and 
I suggest that this expenditure might be more specifically described. 

On the other hand, we note that, for example, Bs. 7 lakhs has been 
allotted to “Commutation of pensions”. This may be an invesitnent, 
but would like to ask the Hen’ble the Finance Minister whether 
he eon^ders that in the present cireuastances of financial stringency 
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it is justified. Is he, in fact, working on a war time plan concentrat- 
ing on what is essential and urgent and cutting out what may be post- 
poned ? 

We welcome the intention of Government to revive the Department 
of Fisheries based, I understand, on the advice of an expert from 
Madras. Provided this department is run efficiently, undoubtedly much 
can be done to develop the fishing industry. We should like to ask 
the Finance Minister what is the ultimate recurring cost of this scheme. 
Some of the new expenditure involves commitments to an ultimately 
much larger expenditure, and we think we are entitled to more 
information as to what these commitiiients involve, and as to how it is 
proposed to meet their increasing (H)si. For example, what is the 
ultimate recurring cost involved in the scheme for development of 
primary education and the scheme for reorganisation of the rural 
health services, and what are the stages by which it is proposed to 
reach this ultimate expenditure? Presumably a provision of Rs. 5 
lakhs will not cover the total cost of the transfer of the Noakhali district 
headquarters, and perhaps the Hon’hle the Finance Minister will in- 
form us wliat the ultimate cost will he? T only raise these points in 
order to stress that we must know what our commitments are and how 
they are to he met. 

Turning to the revenue estimates, I note that the recoveries from 
the trades, professions, employments and callings tax in 1939-40 
amounted to Rs. 7 lakhs, hut that it is expected to recover Rs. lOJ 
lakhs during the current year and Rs. 10} lakhs in 1941-42. Will the 
11 on ’hie the Finance Minister kindly enlighten us as to the reasons for 
the iSw recovery in 1939-40 and also as to what arrears are outstanding 
for that year? Perhaps he will he good enough to explain on what 
basis^it is expected to recover Rs. 10} lakhs in the current year and in 
1941^42? 

I now turn to the capital and debt deposit section of the budget. 
The provincial balances are not only reduced by revenue deficits; they 
may also be reduced by deficits on the capital and debt deposit section 
of the budget. Deficits in this section may he of no significance if 
they are due to ways and means transactions, but on the other hand, 
they may permanently reduce our slender balances if they are due to 
loans and advances which have become irrecoverable. 

Since 1939-40 Government have adopted a new venture of advancing 
short-term crop loans to cultivators, through the agency of the Pihj- 
vincial Co-operative Bank, and in 1939-40 Rs. 13} lakhs were advanced 
in this manner, tn the current year Rs. 50 lakhs were advanced^ and 
it is now proposed to advance Rs. 60 lakhs in 1941-42. It is, of course, 
appreciated that this new venture has become necessary owing to the 
fact that rural credit is no longer Wing provided by the money-lender, 
but it is obvious that it will require very careful watching. The agri- 
culturists’ record in repaying ?oahs granted by Government throi^h 
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distritil officials in years of distress has in the past been most oreditabloi 
but on the other hand the record of the Co-operative Department as a 
collecting agency has not been exemplary, and it has to be remembered 
that the co-operative societies only touch a small percentage of the 
cultivators. It is, therefore, important to know just how far .this 
experiment in money-lending is going to carry us. May I ask if 
Government have considered the question of reorganisation of rural 
credit, and whether the crop loans through the co-operative societies 
’is the only answer? So far, however, as these advances to the Pro- 
vincial Co-operative Bank are concerned, we do consider that a very 
itareful check should be kept on repayments, and we would suggest to 
the Hon’ble the Finance Minister, that periodical quarterly or half- 
yearly statements of issues and repayments should be laid on the table. 
We would also like to know wdmt are the terms as regards security, 
rate of interest and repayment of the advances to the Provim'ial Co- 
operative Bank, and similarly what are the terms of the advances by 
the co-operative societies to the (uiltivators? 

It is easy to offer criticism in a budget discussion and not so easy 
to offer constructive suggestions. 1 would therefore like to conclude 
by saying that while I have offered some criticism, I do a])pr(‘ciuto 
that the difficulties and problems are great. T a»n also confident that 
in the Finance Minister \ve have a man who will do his utmost to steer 
a prudent course. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: (71 ^ tsft 

I 4lw^ '4 

^ ^ 7 ^ ^ wwNt I 4 ^rfer (Tt, 4^ 

problem ’TTO ^ solution 4^ '8RT 
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Minister 4^ problem4^ 

^ ct , 

C^FtlTTC^ I '5^5 

fetrpt 4^3 

I OPR Primary Education 4? ^ 

^ - (TtOT!? I Water-Hupply4^ «R7 ^ Tm\ 

C5tnrC!^l (Question — 'aiRsfir^ fiR ^ 4 Hitt C^tOBTC^ I 

Public Health, Medical, Industry, Irrigation. Communication 

«RT ^ ckO fewa ^ 

csflatc^i ^^1^ ’wtsT? «pir5R c^, fepn ^ oara 

(TPfY ’wi CTOsi I ^ 4? cctnro? t 

^-4^ ^ qcflm (Titf ^ I feWf arftaf 
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c*rc< ^ c?tc55 TPri cft? 

jppgf^ ’RT<ft??Rr BF^TT complete scheme 

^ scheme CFSi C^tC^ ^ ^ 

^tcBfrt ^ttm ^ ^ I c^ ?r^ wm ’srm, 
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<7rr^ cs^m^nr <7m:W <mr i <7Tr^ nroft 

(71 ?1r?r (TT^ ^ ^5t?tU5 ^St5l^ <71 l?tW (7f 'JtDf? 

^mro? (TfT^ ftw- 
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4lC^ I 4? 44^ C414C44 '4C4C4? 44tCW4 $^l4t4 41 C4li:4 ^<74l4 C4lC4 
41C44 I 4lC4f? 4? 44?H 45 Coilc44 44f4olC4 tax 44lW> 4X4 4fr® 
C4l4 44C4? 4XT4 44T1 C4X*f4 ^jtft4 ^441414X14 44414 f4^ll1^ 41 44 I 
^5m tax 41^7 C4fC4 (71? ?f41 W44l4l4C44 (7141 (7mX$ 414 I 

^fl4lC44 44? level down 44* level up (7Ft4X5 4X4 1 ^fl4X4 4^ 

C414X5 4*1:4 4l41 45X414 ^31X44 4l^ C4X4 . i?l4M441 ^34 

4141 4lX^ ^31X44 ®<74 (TRX^ 4X4 I 4^5X^114X44 level down (7F1X4 
^f]4X44 ^ 44gi5X44 level up C414X3 4X4 I 

414 ^4J4?1 f44X4 Government vfl4 ^ 4l4^«t C414X'3 3l? <7T?1 

C4l'4 1^1414 I 44*fT 4t? ^14 ?t41 Primary Education ^4 444 

4414F 441 4X4X^ I Primary Education^4 4T441 44X4? 444 444714 44l4l4 
4X4 41 I 4a| 4 Jl4 44l4f4 C414X3 4’Xol — Primary Education free and 
compulsory 441 44414 I 44^ DLstrictX4? i]? Primary Education 
44X1 C4 4l?4 41X4 31 4t44X4 ?r4#4 441 444l4 1 Primary School 
Boanl>i)4 ^443lX4 41^7 441 44414 4lX3 444 4X41? Primary 

School 4Tpt3 44 I C4X?^ (T^X:^ 4^X414X44 trlC4? 41X3 ^ 41 44 C4? 

4ff4f3 441 44414 I «e? 4l? 44 ?l4t4 4X4 41 I f|x?<^ 

4!il 4X4 1 f? 31X4 C 4l l 5l 3 l f4 f4X4 ftx44 ^^1414 4X4 41 1 43 

SecBion^ Scheduled Ca<i.teX44 Eduoatkm^4 44T 44 44 ?141 C44l4 ?pil4 
4? Hoii€»i3 ^ 44fe4C4 ??t3 44 I Government 344 C4X4'9 4 f^MXI 
•aenranee CTOT C4tX4f44 I • T144pl, ^814, ?X4l4, Oppofcitloii, 
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CoaKtian JRFCiT ^ C¥t^ I f%l 

c»f^ v*f c*Ni ^ 9P¥ i 41 :^ ^ ifv 

Govemment C!f«rhr ^ (?r!5 ^ fTO 

c*fHc^i, 4^ar<t ^ (.'■fl^w^ mus 1 ct ’rctprt? 4^5f5R 

fu? c?tnr ( 7 f^ ^stc'nr ftgt 

^1 4?‘ C*f^ SHF Sr^TQ ’>Ff% c?t5 ^ 1 4if Govemmant 

C^tr«T 4^* C^, 4? Government4^ 

<7!r®n? I 4^ ’rU^^fe^Ftrtr BRT ^ 

TOT f^5Tt^ (7[, ^ Govemment if»f aT^ iT^irisr 

^ ijtn 1 totc^ ^ 1 4 ^^ 

4 ^ 4^^ ^ CT, Government 4^“ C!!f*rt ^^TTT® 

'O S^NS ?r? (.^6) ^ l (CMe^ of “hear hear” from Opposition 

Benches) Opposition C^ c ' ^ f i l’ C^H 

ftci^ frg C^ I tprotS Congress Govemment 

c!r«f‘^ f»W^ c^ ^ ^ ^ I ifnnr 

^ ^vtl f¥5 f%f% Finance Minister 

%:5R, ^ f%f% f% C^tCrffir^R 4t C!f®rhr CRT? 

^ f%5 ^5Rt?r 0^ I (??R5T 4^ f^ 

5t? — ’RtprTnnr 4^ H 0 U 8 e 4 #1%?, 

Government 4^ <7r *m ^sTtU^ 4^^ Tn ^ crT^-stt^ 

4^’ private di8CUs8ion4^ ( .< ! (.g1C^H C^, 

5;if^l<R (?Ft^ir??R, ^ i 

^ ?ir (TT, ^ ^f%nr^ ^iNu$ Ft^, 

fro cto (RCR 4\5t^ ^ftrtT 

c*r«Jr$ <Ttf? i 

(At thifi stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 


{After adjournment,) 

Mauivi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ : ^ -^ T y tT 

(Deputy Speaker), ^ ^amHOTT 

TOtHCfltI ?rfe ft’iRnR 

wm ^Ft¥T-^<f, 4^* ^ST^C^SC^ I 4^ ^ 

^*l<.^t — “''^'t'-^ntS^ <tW5ilf«i frin c^ 511^ 1 cwTT ^ 

▼firat ^PisicH ‘sdfsr ^ 1^ 

’tf^im— ^ ^ ^ w, 

^ftci Cfc*lf? ’fC*!!”’ I g in jH i P l # 
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TOlHfl Pinl^ln, 5t5W<, tfsff® iWi ♦ill ItH 

iwwiw ficii?! -itir fin nni iftw ^f*nn- 

ffPR ifSnn '5k it^ mit? i 

■itili ciiiwii Cl ciBin n'-ifkii ®*ti iwitwi ><'8 

im-ni cn r 'iii^ fi 51 n itiitcn ciBfit? ?f1% r 4 ciitii 

♦Hora?® >4111 1 itcwt nt in& t ci 'iw| 4taf ^ftci iiti 5t^ ckIct? 

♦Hen I ♦fi ifi >4 C15I111 ciffi^ cm sjtm gitl fic^i 

. iffi iflii ift, ssioioir itmitit? tfii 1 ^ iwttn 

itt^i ’sn film fi: if^ 111 mti iiMi 

m'-iftcn ni^fi fsem 4i: f%fi? >»3'\-oix itcn itwf itum 

jpjCl S<TTtf»r$ iflltficill 'StUl itcwft ciPtu nfi ^ciitci fiiH 

5^11 I 'SflH ni't ItltCll ftovinoiftl Autonomy H ♦ftClf^ 

iti'siti'f itaiti cv^w n ^citcj'lfii ’to'i'cic‘1?! mci 

C1C*^1 “Steelframe. l.C.S. '5t‘t ItHt flCH^ llTl^ ifs^ itn 

itfic'sf^ I itm ifii ifiiT%!ti 41 ; •nti'4:? iHi ifiilfiiiti, 

m'-itf^ fitm if%ii 'sm c®t^ toi wiFti it^ »tm > 41 ; 

'Stl'am flfl'ist'jfffifilfntci’nmit^ «ftcil f%fi "Stoelframo, l.C.S. 

if&3 itcit^i nitcn ^tfiii 5iit? ifirai fin iiiicfi cim I'-itiici 'i 
^ ** 

Sltit'sff, oTCli ^-?rin, irfw ;nf% i^5lii iru itslro 

tr^ m n. ciJiil 41^ snfsni itc®S 'ititc'i ilici cn ifin cirti 

HTtl lt*R ifimi fll, sEU Cin C^tl,“ "Steolframo, l.C.S. 

11” i #3 ilwP? icii ici 1 ? 41 4fii sfii ifin f^ 

itifm fii^ cn ififltc&H I 

'Still 4? I*t5 lAn ifin I'^icn ii i!,ii, itrsri? ♦itcii itici cH 
itc'scf, fii, ?rfm«.ii? itcwcSi il cifin 'Hitcn ^ itin i^itcf 4^ 

Cl 'H'-lftl fifi? ?%1 n Cll, ^'tltl Cin? 'injl US’ Cl ll wSl Stoolframe 
iftlCTi vslfim Knti ifln fin cicii iwm 4il>t nftpi mwfr i^sitff 
ifiro Hen I 'stiti qni fic^ i itnui 4^ iti ifiitn cific ^i g i , 

^itl f^vsi fit Ik, 41, mt^i, iG, fi, 4141 Ill'll Nski tfitl iflflt 
flt'K^ 1 l.C.S. Secretary 11 Steelframe 41 llWCfel ll^ »}♦!! 

I'fin HPtii 41 “ificii itm icn, Hi fisfi 'stite^ lid's iFfin '5k!i 
♦iiT nfm Hn i ^iie® '5nrii fieii fi^^ iFfiiti ift i ftiits m'- 
fi: ifi^ 181 mm m itewcti cm ifii$i ^fira Hen Ht- 
di i#iti* m'-ifti ft: dtntait'ff, ftft Ht'^fftsfi; iot, itifii 
cHN itar, ^Stm Sn 4^ itHHi lil ^ftiii fi 11^ Itci i 

c>#fii Hft iftr dstii nfi ita, imni licn ifiict ciwm tn Him 

*Pfm TO lil TOl (Laughter). 
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^ CSffsr Government #nn ntC^ 

vBtm CtttrmoUaa '■ItferQ ^fTctpnm 

I ^ general dkouedon ^ ?It<ft?r«t 

^rai?T f ftcvs gtft I (7r*RT ^ 44^61 ^ ^ 

Popular ?l I frft? 

^rfiPT'O^ wrr^«f^ ?!?!■ wn^®f c'fpl? 

*ff^ I (ill^ f^c^e*ii '^fPi ^ '*i'35^i ^f%05 

5 ft CT <il^N ^RTKT ^ 

^Tsu ^rf? (?fr*f? i 

^«h a ^CTtUJFil^ Steelfarme (7F 

f^, Prpular Government ^ ^rfSPr^^hl ^aiC^! 'StTI ^ ^ 

^ I T^'c^T? Tfwi '®?tPi7:^ (Tt 

%T Top-heavy administration ?| \sl5|(.‘f^ "IPH ^!^57fiRF 
C^rft %T I Popular Government ^ BRf^ '2^t2|C«T 

Top-heavy administration <FtlS?n ^Ti5?n iPR 

^kwc'S (?rfl <nn 1 

g<R ^ ^»Tk!R ^ ^<ppppi Council ^ ^5R g«Pr gc^H 

TOR, ^ %3H ^ I tpR TOI^ 

m =?TOr?r flf^rW^ «rt €13 

%»R gfir!?R Irf^ w^ TOrcfe ^ ^ 

'SiW «T^ 5PFI, ^PT (TT ^TTkRfwR ^\«1f(.*f^C^ ilc^-^M ^Rflfl c^pfk^sc^, 
’Rg ^;«ikHHii c^rtTOR <?T^ ^rt tr ^?Rr 

urtPrki^ ?tuir g?iH ^iwR fef^i 1 ^kv5 ^-'•IPr '^t^ f% dfw ? * 
€RPr TO>rfe Sir P. C. Roy gyt €t5li4 

^RRt? R<I1 Rc«1m ^ ^RT 

cTOl €RPr ^ «nrTOr f^Rt%T 1 ftRi, gft^Pr ct fef? 

g<iPi ^ ^<R ^Vs ^ 

tp^ ‘‘*1^51 I ^rtr® ‘¥^^1 — ^€t5pr hr«hh 

€RPr gftBPRtfk^ TfiRT^ gw^ TOrrfe gf%cHf 

frf General Administration ^ «tPR frr 

^fltksCf I ^fjrk^ fC^r Popular Government ^ gtwft^ ^PR 'IPR I 
ftcg TORkr ^ ^RflTi? ft’TR RPRtH c*fRc^ 

gttOT, ^jfiippr m dR^ «rpR m gjf rtr®. Pr 3«k^»f¥ -sToI^'cti^ 
TOrtCS^TO l?rft^[t^ f^tros I General Adminiatratioii ^^1 ’IPR 455 5^01* 
>5kr TOf % :>.8;»^,000v ttm ^ 5:585-^8 ^ tor ^iwct TOT ^RRr TOftf 
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xv«, 6 «;o(x>x ^ 'll? 1^5 »ff 5 iPrMw 

08,5^,000s ?f¥1l 5S80-85 11^ "fPR-^ rtuttf 

5,88,W/XX\ few 5S85-8r ’IT’I? Sv i|I5 ’TfW ^ 

^^ ll^ % g?» t C^ 5>8,08,000s '^'t> ^nCW >0,^5, 000s 

«rt jTf '<11^ ?W?r imcsni ^ 4 jb i 

• json-oir ’TPf w «t?5 ?iaii^ ^,^8,^o,ooOs ?tTi 'iTfa '^Ntft 

■■>&85-8^ alt'«n6 anr «i s?atc^ ^.oir.Bft.ooOs atwta ?t¥i 'iWts 
•sjs »t*t 5 a's.TOi <lPrcia aw af% 58 ,^«,ooo^, cbK srv »t‘f 5 >» awa 

I 5S80-85 araa altw6 e.timatea ^|fiir<a aia aalar 

aai s?aii^ %,oo, 8 '!>,ooO\ arsria f^, tj^ aas ??atc^ %, 06 , 8 s,ooo 
aiwta -a^ a^ioa acifi? a, 80 ,ooo 5t«rta iJi^i artr aia rtro 

<9 cHI '"las 5?itcf I ??fcT? aisT^ gfcaPra arfaa im ai orft <3ifwa 
’tfastf^ ^*1 ta'? I 

>!>o‘i-obf aiTia ^itatofa tflcapw artaa ■atataa tfta alcwtS detenue ai 
atara'^tora wai ara aataf %f cs ullJl'j sra &f^ i "saa aitft ^itata anwfe 
arafsaia — “'aWii'Si oreaa >4? aiw^iaa 'a^jan *rfa'if^, faat? 

4a; ca«t ciffw ^acaa aa i ?5iai cacia jfea war? faia^'stra ®ti5l?035 
, stfaaf%, caJwar t^afar ^atfa-stc^ a'?t Tfaai atfaafn? i ?afai carla 5% 
stftatfla 1 ?;ataf 'awfa'sti^a Provincial Autonomy at -ataa itaa 

trapT'^ata cat?aa ^1%! ar$^ a?at05 'H’*' attia'^lm Scarars afiratca 
aarai a$attwi ?;atan:aa aiv ^attaa aasst artVca® affafcaa acv ??lcaa 
caaa aapst at? 1 ?5lai ataim? ■aWcaa? cairia aa^a l caa aa 1 
?a t 1aaca cwa 5?!?s ^faai laat ??tfaaraf ??tcaa afcaa croa citt^ 
atitiai ca^ai a^ar 1 ??'ltaa iftca cacaa at® j-nlisi ^taai ala ?atfaara 
fepcaa alrtr fkatf^, ala '$fai a?i:a 'afaia fa^, 4? a^ ar^ 
ifeaa a' a ^ata t a a at^^a^^ 'aiaicaa »t^t"ataa, ’t»ft*ifaia nm a'acatca 
artala "aftca? alfaai SiSia 1 4a; aoa acw ?atcaa aatsa trar aitvt^a 
aia aata? <t\r arr ?tfsai at?ca 1 faata af;atcaraa war aitatsfa^ sp'^fw 
1«r¥ia ami " at at fa^ n . -^ a?ta 1 'siaarar 'aialcaa awa catR ?»¥fa 

avfia I 4? ov spa ?pai ^tftai caca gtaf^ ppata arar ^laai ^ cvtRa 
>8 <3PfI ttan *ii?ai 

aiva^ViM jm*i? atcaa fa#Bi fHatt? 4 a; tstatcaa arar 
• avia’ Has «ir av Jtai estate ^laai caa^ *tt?alf? 1 fiFi, arora 'ai»s?T 

« ixaa ftaa 5»8>-8^ acaa atwt? jjiafaaF Praia arai an aata vai ataicn 
ala a# *ra ?tatai arft *wa ara ftai Nation buflding v anfe 
maira cam ca Sf^ c^a, ta?l a i ?tg(| ai 1 
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ft: srftft WH Jiwfir ’rem tfiCT^r '»wi 
!P(5r cJifSi surplus =1) JB^. ^5?ft»r ^ifjf y ftaily^iH i 

«rt» >»itfer csfl^ ^ ^ <4*151 '«ii5itm^4iwt.6fl 0tf*nrfc5 1 4ft <4N»t 
5?^ C»r <4^ 6f5m 4t51 CTC14 5W51 ntft^ 5^4115, ftow 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER :' Mr. Huq, your time is up, 

MmiIvI MD. MOZAMMUL huq : Sir, ^ffft crave 5Fft, ^vfft 
4RI14 <44^ time ftj?) | 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : This is a Budget session and everybody 
wants to speak. All right, I give you one minute more. 

Mai||«l MD. MOZAMMUL HUQ : cift»r5 
?^c<o 4Ul4i Yftn (.*T(."k 441 r^hIc.^ — c^M (.^rCH, 

tjttr <3i(.<o4 ^4 "tcrjf ft^r 41^ 

4(441 4lR4lt^, 'sivi ??(.«), *11 54 Hlla^ls, C4 4? 4 ’T 

44 ^144 4TC44 4154^ 4H'4^ I i4, <5t5l4« f4J?'*tft'Slf^ 54 

5n I 4tC«4 31^41 4ftf%4 CJifti 415 4tCard>4 4tCi5 5lftt41 4ft4ft:^ I $5114 
>{4 4f4C^ 5^14 1 4^ C4 4ft, ft, 4444 4fti$ steel frame44 4lCTft 

i?1C4 151(441 ^14t4 4(441 (^ 5^1:4 I ^191 4i 4(455 rilRiW 4141144 C41?<4 
*PJ15 444 4t«R (^^Iijft tftC4 50 I C<rrl4 1^4(V 5^14 5n, 441 OT?14 C44T9 
4raf»t 4J44-*f41 !5(^ ?[<|(% 4t'5t41 4C44 C4t5ft S»t4l4 441 4ftC4 41 I (?ft 
441 4ft, '«lt4[4 41441 4^ 41C?ri. C4l4l(im, ^-!(4n, i3»l(^ 

51414 44(aP5 5^41, (4WC44 4414(81 ^(5191, tf(%3Sl44i iftsi 4? steel frame44 
4lC4fti:4 41441 ®l(ir41 |44l4 4(441 (TO. C4 411:46 4141 C4rl9 444 

5Il(^ 56t4, C5ft4ivt 4ttw6 41441 ^59l4 4(4 (Cheers from Oppo.ition benches) 
151514*14 C4l4t4 $»t4 *111:44 41(6 I 4141144 44^-4(54 4C5149 Sale Tax 41 
(^-44 (^ »tM 4(453 S l (5C3C^ ' *1 I C45*14 4l4 <4^ C4l4 4ft551 444 C4r>t4 
^[44-!f4n. !f(5W, 4^ *(15(3 51^51414 44 4l4 4f C»llft (TO *1lft5Sa? 
■41, 3151144 •t4i:«r 43 4ft, ifft C4lrt 3l5lC44 4^41*1 (4:51514 

4ft4l4 3151144 5*14 4^ tax 4416414 41431 561315 • ’Hft 6514 C4l4 ^(341? 
4F(4t3(iil 46 tax .(3fl36 5N341 ®(^ 4151 4ft tax44 4313 *ft4l34 54^ 
3151 5614 pottol44 ®*f4 tax doable 334 3l»lft 4ft, 4*314 413114 
tax 4161 3(i41 8J3 813 6131 5Rg5 33«t, 3l*l(% 4ft, (41441, (^1461144 ®44 
34^ (3434 Ux 4161 34ft, 1314 31*1(3 4ft I (33, 5rif?nn 4144 *44 
tax 3ftt3 fti^JI^ 31441 (6441 I . , ' 
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. lir^ iiONiibHAN DAS: At the outset, I would like to impress 
tlie Ji^Nse with^y humble views that 85 per cent, of the population 
of the ^pipvmdl hail from the rural areas. They are the tillers of the 
soil, the hung^ry dumb millions of Benfi^a]. They are ihe real backbone 
of the country. But practically nothing is going to be spent for them. 
I would, therefore, submit that 85 per cent, of the revenue reoeipte 
should be spent for the safeguard and uplift of the rural people. 

• The first question which T wish to place before the Hiiuse for their 
safeguard and uplift, is the question of agriculture. Then comes the 
question of education, public health, .sanitation, veterinary, and so on. 

Coming to the (luestiou <»f agri<*uliure, wt* find that a sum of 
lls, 44,81,0(10 has been allotted for the purpose. But it is very curious 
fo me that oiily a sinn of Rs. 4,7(>,000 has hccii allotted for the real 
purpose of agriculture such us experimental farms, agricultural educa- 
tion, special rural uplift scheme and grants-in-aid and contributions of 
which the most important item is the “Special rural ujdift scheme” in 
respect of which a very insignificant sum of Rs. ld,000 has been 
allotted and, as a matter of fact, almost the entire amount will 
practically be spent on staff, demonstration, res<‘arch, etc., which will 
give no material reliefs to the poor tenants at present. 

Now, Sir, 1 submit with regret that the community, which comprises- 
' one-fifth of the total population of the province, I mean the Scdieduled 
Castes, has been provided with a fresh sum of Rs. 1,50,000 out of the- 
total amount of Rs. 1,77,45,000 towards removing their appalling 
illiteracy. But a sum of Rs. 2,5d,000 haa been sliown in the Red Book 
for disbureement in 1941-42. 

Here 1 must accuM* the (iovernment with the charge of deception 
done towards the most neglected and unfortunate Scheduled Caste raassea 
of Bengal. In framing the charge 1 must say that the cliarge falls 
upon the members of the Scheduled Castes — those resting under the 
banner of the Coalition Party and the couple of the S» heduled Caste 
Ministers. Will it be improper to say that the majority of the members, 
representing the “Scheduled Castes Education Committee,” have been 
working at the instigation of the Government, in a way, so that the 
money may not be exhausted soon? Will it be untrue to say that the 
Special Officer is a mere pupped in the hands of the Government, 
appoinfed by the Government for the education of Scheduled Caste#,, 
and has to work according to their dictation, and that he cannot exercise 
his will and discretion for the removal of Scheduled Caste illiteracy. 

It i# evident that they have been deceiving the poor masses through 
their representatives. May I remind ^the House that on many 
previoua occasions I placed before the House the genuine grievances of 
the Bchednled Castes for the. removal of their dismal illiteracy with m. 
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demand of Ba. 5 lakhs as annual recurring grant. JUcofdingly, I 
submitted a comprehensive scheme more than once, btfk to no effect. I 
should again urge here that the l^m of Bs. 5 lakhs is not at all adequate 
for the community. 

Sir, a sum of Bs. 5 lakhs was provided for the education of 
Scheduled Castes in the year 1938-39, but due to sheer negligence of 
Government and their supporters, only a sum of Bs. 22,000 was spent 
in 1938-39. In 1939-40. a sum of Bs. 90,000 was spent and in 1940-41 
a sum of Bs. 2,85,000 was spent, ?.e., during this long period of three 
years a sum of only Bs. 3,97,000 was spent and a sum of Bs. 1,03,000 
shown in the deposit account. It is really a matter of great regret that 
in spite of the crying need for the removal of the appalling illiteracy, 
the Government could not manage to spend the amouiltr From all 
these facts, which I have placed before the House, the inference is 
irresistible that Government have proved their mala fide motive by not 
spending the amount. The motive of the Government is simply to 
put a stop to the future recurring demand of the Scheduled Castes 
and to put a check on the demand of Ra. 10 lakha that might be made 
as a result of the resolution passed in this House by a vote of the 
Opposition for the education of Scheduled Castes ani the backward 
communities. The two Hon ’hie Ministers and other Scheduled Castes 
members who are blindly supporting the present Government are 
mainly responsible for this state of affairs, and in the near future ^ 
judgment will be declared by the masses of the^ Scheduled Castes. 
Sir, the Scheduled Castes do never desire and their electorates do never 
desire that those who are in the Cabinet should simply adorn the 
Treasury Benches as ornamental heads causing injury, to their 
electorates. 

Thinking of my great responsibility towards the community, let 
me now give a note of warning and declare from my place here and 
now that the Scheduled Caste Ministers should at once jump down 
from the Cabinet and join hands with us, their followers, and change 
their policy until the amount of Bs. 10 lakhs is given in full. 

Now, Sir, coming to the head ‘‘Medical,** I shall speak of my own 
district Mymensingh, particularly of Netrakona and Sadar North 
subdivision. .When I remember the recent horrible scene of the havoc 
caused by malaria, my language fails to give a true picture in vivid 
details. The epidemic swept over tW localities so furiously from 
house to house that none could escape from its tremendous attack in 
some thanas such as Netrakona, Kendua, Purba-Dhala, Atapara, 
Nandail, Ishwaffeanj, Fulpore, eU*. There was hardly a piember free 
from fever in a family who could supply water and diet, not to speak 
of medicine. The mufassal people are too poor to call for doctors and 
they M^d not even purchase quinine. For want of adequate supply 
of quinine msd other medical aids, their sufferings knew no bounds. 
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Ttii& |4ieapX8ad. epidemic caused the loss of iuuumerable Utos. The 
4eath Tegridters of the thanas pientioued by me will prove the conditiop 
of the localities. To check this disastrous disease for the safety of the 
poor masses, the Government should start with sufficient stock 
charitable dispensaries in every union. 

Here I regret to add that in the budget under the head “Medical’^ 
a supi of Rs. 57,40,000 has been allotted of which half the amount is 
pieant for hospitals and dispensaries. This amount is too short to 
meet the demand. The question of Veterinary Department is another 
vital matter to w’hich the Government should give special attention. 

Sir, before I conclude I would like to deal with the question of 
irrigation. The question of irrigation is one of the most vital points 
which affect agriculture, sanitation, commerce, etc. 

Let me now place before the House the difficulties of Kishoreganj 
people for want of proper irrigation scheme. 

The river Narshunda which originated from the Brahmaputra, 
running towards east through the Kishoreganj town, fell down to the 
branch of the Meghna in the far east. Once it was one of the most 
important rivers in the locality. It was all time navigable, but it has 
now been silted up. It has stopped the commerce of Kishoreganj and 
now Kishoreganj has become the victim of malaria, kala-a«ar and 
^ cholera and so on. 

The Hon’ble Sir Na*imuddin, the then Irrigation Minister, was 
kind enough to visit the river, and I hope the Hon’ble Minister — I am 
sorry he is not present here to-day — now remembers the earnestness and 
enthusiasm of the local public for its re-excavation. 


Now, may I remind the Hon’ble Minister that the local people 
numbering about 20,000 gave their voluntary service for its excavation 
with the hope and the assurance of the Hon’ble Minister. But 1 
regret to-day that he has already forgotten his hopes and assurances 
given to the people. 

Here I shall mention another important khal known as Baraikhali 
and in some parts known as Fatikkhali. This khal passes through 
Hosainpur, Kishoreganj and Nandail and other thanas, and the kliai 
has been silting up which causes flood every year and destruction of 
crops, but no attempt has been made for its excavation to remove the 
difficulties. 


With respect to other items I do not like to deal with them now 
at length, but I submit that the budget has been prepared in the 
atereotyped way. The Hon’ble the Finance ICinister prepared the 
budget as a mathematical problem just as we count 7-Hd»12. However, 
let me thank him, Sir, for the trouble he has undertaken . With Iheee 
Xnw avorda, Six, | reampe my leat. 

11 •• 
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Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN^ SIDDIQIS Mr. Deputy Speaker, the 
budget has been described as a deficit budget. I doubt if that epithet 
is correct, because 1 crore and 34 lakhs of the so-called deficit are 
likely to come to the Hon’ble Minister through the taxes he is imposing 
on the province. I am not worried on that point, but what troubles 
me is that in trying to balance his budget he has not widened his vision 
and has evidently paid no attention to the possibilities of borrowing. 
I do not know what difficulties there are in his way, but I feel that 
this is the time when any Finance Minister would think of building 
industries and launching forth into large projects of amelioration by 
borrowing money and investing it in productive schemes and in 
productive measures. I do not see any evidence of this aspect of our 
problem in his Financial Statement. He has spoken of Irrigation and 
Eiver Research, but the amount, which he has given to the department 
that is going to deal with it, is 3 lakhs out of which Rs. 20,000 will 
be spent on River Research. That, Sir, is almost a joke. If he had 
the slightest idea of the terrible disaster that is awaiting Calcutta, he 
would perhaps have given almost a crore for this research. Experts 
have told us that the Hooghly near Calcutta is silting up. The head- 
waters from three big sources that used to come and meet in the 
Hooghly are being choked up. The salinity of the water at Palta has 
increased, and unless the sand banks that are being formed are 
removed, or unless a new channel is dug up soon, Calcutta is likely to^ 
become a second Pataliputra in 25 or 30, or 50 years. In a province 
where the resuscitation of dying rivers on which, as the Hou'ble 
Minister himself has stated, depend the fertility of the soil and the 
very life of the people, river research does require something more 
than the paltry sum of Rs. 20,000. He has explained to us the 
Ministry’s policy in relation to the war, and he has adumbrated two 

principles to justify it. I have no quarrel with them, but after the 

history that he has given us of how the Centre is draining away all 
the resources of Bengal, he should really have taken courage in both 
his hands and borrowed on a large scale and applied the proceeds to 
productive purposes. Balancing a budget on taxation is not good 
economics. 

The income p&r capita and the expenditure per capita have been 
mentioned. The difference between the two should be the measure of 
our prosperity. I have tried to read the statement of the Hon’ble the 
Finance MinistOTj but 1 see not a single suggestion in it regarding 
the widening of this margin between the two. How, then, Sir," 'is he 
likely to help us go forward? He says war has brought prosperity to 
other provinces; a bit of imagination, a bit of courage on the part of 
the Bengal Ministry to tackle intelligently coal, iron and jute so 

intimately eonneoted with the war effort at the Centia, and he too 
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wt>ul(l ^ave helped Bengal and saved a deficit. He would have 
succeeded in bringing more money into Bengal and found the where- 
withal to feed the starving departments of which he has told us. 

There will be occasions. Sir, to go into the details of the many 
grants when we come to consider the cut motions on them. May I, 
however, draw the Hon’ble Minister’s pointed attention to Grant 
No. 7, of Es. 4,50,000, that goes to the Calcutta Corporation out of the 
Motor Vehicles Tax? The Government had agreed to grant 
Es. 4,00,000 80 far back as 1029-d0. Since then the increase in the 
amount of this tax has been tremendous, but Government, instead of 
helping the Calcutta Corporation to maintain its hundre<ls of miles of 
road.s in proper condition for the benefit of the motorists and motor 
lorries which have also incrt'ased considerably, has i)layed with what 
are called “voted” and “charged” items. At one time the item comes 
to the Assembly for sanction and at another it goes to the department 
to do with it as it pleases. I do not see any reason why Calcutta 
should not get w'hat is Calcutta’s due. 

There are a few points on which 1 hoj)e the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister will give us some information. His silence on them is more 
eloquent than his written word on otlier point.s. J shall go over ihem 
only cursorily at this stage. For instance, I .should like io know how 
far the Cabinet has progressed in the matter of implementing the 
lecommendation.s of the I^and liaws Commission for the consideration 
of which the .services of a senior officer of Government had been 
requisitioned. The most important item on the programme of every 
party in this House was how to un.settle the l\*rmanent Settlement; I 
see no provision for this in the binlget estimates. Js it tin* intention 
of Government to shelve this mutter indefinitely? 

An equally important matter for which there is no provision in 
tile budget is the Secondary Kdueation Board. What an; the inten- 
tions of the Cabinet in regard to this? 

The bungling in the matter of the -lute Ordinances and Hestrictioii 
will come up for discussion later when 1 shall have an opportunity to 
speak at some length. But there is not a single word in the statement 
of the Hon’ble Finance Minister regarding the Delhi Settlement. 
Have the mills bought for themselves as arranged and have they 
bought the surplus stock as the purchasing agents of the Government? 
Unless we know this and unless we know the intentions of Government 
regarding restriction, I feel we shall be groping in the dark. A full 
explttnation on the problem is due to tbe House, and 1 hope it will be 
iorthcoming, in the reply of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister. 

There is another small point which 1 have tried to unearth frtJln 
the budget estimates. I have not found it there. If fth© Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister feels that the Government of India is running away 
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with Bengaru money, we in tlie Corporation hold the view that the 
OoTemment of Bengal ie sitting tight on the money that it ehonld 
pay to the Corporation. I am ?iot able to give the exact figure. It 
ifi in the neighbourhood of something like Es. 13 lakhs. Even this 
Assembly is guilty of not paying its rates and taxes to the Corporation. 

Another point to which I shall refer very briefly at this stage is 
this. I was hoping that the Hon’ble Finance Minister would borrow 
and put Bengal on the path to progress and prosperity. Let that 
alone. During the last war except for the Central Powers, the whole 
world was open to us. This war has closed it to us. There is anotljer 
difference this time. Instead of fixing prices at the end of the war, 
the Imperial Government, in conjunction with the Government of 
India, fixed prices almost with the declaration of the war. It left 
such a small margin to the producer here that there is no likelihood 
4 )f a period of boom. There will be a depression. I hope the 
depression this time will not be greater than the one we faced after 
the last war. In England they have already set up committees to 
study how the economy of England and the Empire will be affected 
and to what straits it will be put after the war. Is the Government 
of Bengal doing anything in that respect ‘f* We have got to be ready 
to face the difficulties that are likely to come up before us when the 
war comes to an end. Unless we prepare ourselves from now, I am 
* afraid, there will be not one disaster but many. You may balance*^ 
the budget with taxation; you may balance the budget with small 
mercies collected from here and there; you may even try to save up 
by not spending money on objects to which you have allotted money. 
That will not carry us far. I would appeal to the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister to devote tiome of his valuable time and induce his 
colleagues in the Uabinct to look at the future in a wider way and with 
foresight and intelligence. 

1 shall not detain the House any longer. I hope that in his reply 
fbe Hon'bk Minister will enlighten us on the points for which no 
provision has been made in the budget and to which I have endeavour- 
ed to draw his pointed and special attention. 

Mr. P. BANERill. Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, we live to see many 
surprises in life and one of those to-day is that good sense has at last 
prevailed upon many members of the Coalition Party. (Laughter.) 

To begin with, the last speaker Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi has 
just given an advice to the Finance Minister. He has said several 
times that Government is heading for a crisis and will probably meet 
with disaster. He has asked why Government should not borrow 
money and meet the deficit. My esteemed friend Mr, Moaammel Huq 
oould not understand what jugglery was there in the preparation of 
the budget. From a oarelul scrutiny of the budget we find that 
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actixa% there is not so much deficit as has been stated in this budget 
statement. It has been said by several members, and particularly by 
Mr. Walker, Leader of the European Group, that there must be a 
limit to fresh taxation. He supported this taxation only for balancing 
the budget and said that Government should take note at the same 
time and see that no more tax is levied upon the rate-payers — at least 
not beyond a certain limit up to which tliey can bear the burden of 
taxation. Mr. Walker also pointed out that Government should take 
caution and added — if I understood him correctly he was just pointing 
out — that the deficit is the result of the shortsighted policy of Govern- 
ment. He pointed out that Rh. 30 lakhs in judicial stamps and 
decrease in the jute duty is a measure of policy due to the certificate 
procedure and the debt settlement lioards. He recommended strict 
economy and delay in new commitments, total suspension of additional 
expenditure and subordinating the needs of the province to the needs 
of the Paramount Power. This .sounds like a pious wish. Ths 
European Group has never risen to the occasion, nor will it ever rise 
to the occasion, when we from the Congress si<le offered our sugges- 
tions that Government should not go on in this unbridled fashion as 
it ha.s been doing and should cull a halt. Now the inevitable has 
happened. It is high time for Government to take the advice of the 
Opposition in order to avert a catastrophe and in this view we find 
♦ to-day that we liave been supported by many ineml>ers of the 
Coalition Party. The Hoii’ble Minister points out fH)Hsihle reduction, 
but the following instances give the lie to his •<t<iternent : Grant No. 6 
— Registration as a result of the work of service of notices under 
section (r) of the Bengal Tenancy Act being transferred to the 
Collector from 1941-42. Savings under tlie head ‘‘Registration’^ will 
amount to Rs. 3 lakhs and 11 thousand and increase in “General 
Administration” will amount to Rs. 4 lakhs and 28 thousand. Why this 
increase by leaps and bounds in “General Administration”.^ May I 
know why there has been an enormous increase of expenditure in the 
Publicity Department under the head “Office expenses and miscella- 
neous” in 1941-42? Under this head the amount shown is 
Rs. 1,75,480. The increase is surprising. 

So, in fact, the Government sympathy for the masses for their 
uplift is lip-deep. During the last two centuries of British rule in 
India there has been always a patch-work of policy as they are not 
interested in the real improvement of the nation. The improvement 
of one leads to the destruction of the other. Government have failed 
to make the Irrigation Department a nation-building department, and 
the Hon’bl^ Minister himself has soid in his statement that this has 
been a regular scandal — nothing short of a scandal. Now, if the 
Government bad paid attention to this department in particular, then 
no doubt they would have wrottghi miracles in xnatten of nation* 
buying. 
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Then comes the Education Department which also lacks in any 
policy. The department is making a systematic attempt to rob Peter 
to pay Paul. The Hon’ble Chief Minister who is also the Minister for 
Education is not here. But I could give so many instances to prove 
that his department is being run most improperly. The existing insti- 
tutions are not being run properly. Though the Hon’ble Minister is 
not here, still I should say that the high priest of oommunalism as he 
is, he is misdirecting the limited resources of the department by 
building colleges for ladies and also a college at Chakhar and by 
transferring grants from deserving institutions to institutions which 
are not worthy of Government aid. This sort of bungling has brought 
the Government to grief. Now, the members of both the Coalition 
Party and the European Party have, in course of the general discus- 
sion, found many faults with the Goveniment for framing a budget 
of this character. Want of proper schemes and lack of judicious 
expenditure in particular departments have been pointed out by many 
members of the House. Government cxmld not also follow the 
recommendations of the Iletrenchraent Committee, with the result 
tluit Government have now come to grief and have brought out a 
deficit budget. The Ilon’hle Finance Minister knows that the House 
supported Government in their rejoicing when there was a windfall of 
jute duty. At that time mine was the only dissentient voice, and I 
said that more money for the Government means more misuse of 
public money and my prophecy has come to he true now. In addition 
to the jute duty, we have had also some money from the Centre in 
the shape of income-tax. These large sums have been mixed up with 
the finances of the SUite with no substantial gain. So, I say that if 
the honourable members of the European Group and of the Coalition 
Group had not sat idle for tlie last four years and if they had not 
allowed this Ministry to run the departments in the way in which they 
had been doing, then the result would have been quite otherwise. 
Sir, there is still time for good sense to dawn upon them. Let them 
come with us when the cut motions are moved; whenever we find that 
any expenditure is unnecvessary, we should disallow it and in that way 
we can find out a solution for the satisfactory running of Government. 
Sir, with these words 1 resume my seat. 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: Sir, I am fully oonscioiis that 
whatever we say from these benches will be a cry in the wilderness, 
but I cannot help accusing the present Government of having landed 
thivS province in. financial bankruptcy. The present Government got 
a fawumble start under the Niemeyer Award and there was a ^ufplus 
balance of Rs. 60 lakhs in the year 1939-40. Within a very short 
time, however, the whole resources have been frittered away and we 
are now faced with a deficit of Rs, 134 lakbs. The Hon’ble Minister 
proposes to meet this deficit with the proceeds or collections under the 
proposed Sales Tax which is stHl before the Legislature. No wonder 
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tkat tke Hon’ble Finance Minister will get the Bill thnougli with the 
aid of the Coalition and the European Blocks. But the wonder comes 
in when the Hon* hie Minister points out that the deficit is unavoidable 
to his progressive Gfovernment — that is how he describes it — and that 
his progressive Gk)vernm€nt cannot do without increasing their expen- 
diture on the nation-building activities from year to year. Now, let 
us see how far this claim of the Hon’ble Minister is justified. I was 
reading the statement with which he introduced his budget, and I 
shall convince this House that his statement is a gross mis-statement 
and a deliberate misrepresentation of facts. He says at page 14: “I 
have already observed that the budget provides for expenditure on 
revenue account 52 lakhs in excess of the revised estimates for the 
current year. If, however, we take into account the expenditure of 
28 lakhs included in the revised for the purchase of jute for which no 
provision is included in the coming year’s estimates, the expenditure 
contemplated in next year’s estimates is 80 lakhs more than we are 
likely to spend in the current year. Practically the whole of this 
increase is under the nation-building depiirtments.” I challenge the 
Hon’ble Minister to substantiate any fiuindation for his olaim that 
practically the whole of tliis increase, namely, the incre4»se in the 
expenditure of the next year over the expenditure of the current year, 
is under the nation-building departments. I have got the figures for 
all the nation-building departments for the current year and also for 
• the next year and they are as follows : — 


1940-41. 1941-42. 

(Figures are in lakhs). 



Rs. 

Rs. 

Education (General) 

1,63 

1,77 

Medical . . 

57 

67 

Public Health 

43 

62 

Scientific Departments 

30 

30 

Agriculture 

73 

45 

Veterinary 

7 

8 

Co-operative 

15 

18 

Industries 

15 

19 

Cinchona 

7 

8 

Irrigation 

23 

4,33 

26 

4,40 


By Adding up the figures I find that whereas during the current year 
the total expenditure under these heads is Rs. 4,3d,00,000» the total 
expenditure under these beads next year, i.e., 1941-42, would be 
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iU, 4,40,0b,00d, 80 tbett out the total excess expenditure el 
fis. 80,00,000 duriuiJf the coming^, Jear only Es. 7,00,000 goes te the 
nation>building deportments and the rest Es. 73,00,000 goes to the 
other departments. It is a matter of the greatest regret that the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister in various parts of his statement thinks 
df the nation-building activities not in terms of what the masses get,* 
not according to what is given to the messes, but in terms of, — and 
these are his words — the administrative machinery, the administrative 
efficiency, the establishment charges, the increase in the departmental 
staff, new services and the extension of the existing services, and it 
is evident that the whole of the allotment to the nation-building depart- 
ments is consumed by the officers, by the staff, by the services and by 
administrative efficiency and machinery; and practically nothing is 
left for the masses for whom these nation-building departments exist. 

The nature of the anxiety which the Hon'ble the Finance Minister 
professes for the nation-building activities would be apparent from 
the fact that he could not utilise the sum of 6 lakhs of rupees that 
was provided for expenditure under the head “Public Health” for 
sewerage, water-supply and anti-malarial schemes. Although the 
money was there in the present year’s budget, it has not been utilised 
for the reason that the schefnes could not be made mature. 

Now, we must repeat as we have often done from these benche# 
that you cannot meet deficit by imposing unbearable burdens df 
taxotion. The only way how you can administer the different depart- 
ments is by using the Retrenchment axe and that with courage. You 
cannot violate the accepted principles of taxation, you cannot impose 
any tax without the consent of the Legislature and without definite 
details as to how the taxes will be spent. 1 am fully convinced that 
there are several spheres in which retrenchment can be effected with 
success and some of them, I may mention. These are “General 
Administration,” “Civil Works” and “Police.” We find in the coming 
yearns budget an excess expenditure of about Es. 10 lakhs under the 
head “General Administration” over that of the current year’s budget. 
I have no doubt that increase is not at all necessary; on the other 
hand, there are various items of expenditure under this head, which 
may be curtailed. 

‘Then, Sir, about “Civil Works.” May I know what is the use of 
having new civil works when the war is ot our doorF Are we going 
to waste money without waiting till normal conditions are restored? 
Then about “PoBoe.” We have always pressed from these bf^ches 
our demand for reduction of police expenditure. The Hou’ble 
Minister of course knows that in no other province in India the police 
^pendittire iAso heavy as is in this province. The conditions are n^ 
ihnorihal how, and why should there he increase in ^ *Tdiidl*^ 
thditi hnd hht a decteaeh? 
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• Th^, Sir, there ate yarions other items of ex{>endittire which may 
he redueed or which may not be incurred at all. On looking into thh 
budget figures I find that at this fag end of their term of office, thh 
Ministry has discovered that a Fishery Department ought to bO 
organised, that the Cinchona Department ought to be reorganised af 
a cost of Rs. 1} lakhs, and that river research work should be under-* 
taken. Why is it that these schemes are going to be taken up at 
this tag end of five years? Is it at all possible that the present 
Government will be able to make sufficient headway with these 
schemes during the short time they hove still at their disposal? 

Tlia Hon’bla Mr, H, 8, SUHRAWARDYs Some Government will. 


Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: I do not know. But is it not 
more likely that the Government will only have to leave these as 
legacies to the future Government, to be thrown away or to be dealt 
with by that Government in any way they like? 

Then, Sir, the next item I would refer to is the heavy grants to 
two colleges — Rs. 71,(K)0 for the liody Bral)ourne College and 
Rs. 67,000 for the Fazlul Huq (k)llege at (/hakhar. 1 do not grudgO 
these grants, but what I complain is this, that you should not bS 
unfair to the many other college.s in this province who cannot make 
both ends meet only on financial grounds. Is it right and proper th«t 
*• only these two colleges should be selected and these heavy sums should 
be given to them? I do not raise any communal question, that ie 
far fi<om what I would suggest. My point is, if the Government 
proposes to improve the colleges in the province, why should it be SO 
very anxious to improve only two out of the many colleges in thil 
province? Then there is another item which, I think, is quit# 
unnecessary. Government proposes to secure a piece of land near th# 
High Court at a cost of Rs. 8 lakhs, although the Hon’ble Minister 
says that Government has no idea to oon.struct a building on it now. 
Then, why do you purchase it and incur this expenditure when we 
are faced with a financial crisis? 

I have now come to an and of my time-limit, but before I resume 
my seat I will make an enquiry from the Hon'ble Minister. It majr 
be remembered by the Hon’ble Minister and this House that a sum 
of Rs. 25,000 was provided in the last year's budget to be given td 
Biswa Bharati. My information is tliat the money has not yet beefi 
given te them. Will the Hon’ble Minister please let the House know 
why that money has not yet been given to them? 

MaulVl AiU HOtSAIN SARKARs Unfortunately, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, perhaps I am called on at this time only just to complete the 
list of speakers to-night. However, I congratulate the Hon'ble Finance 
Miuilter fmr really bringing oui a budget for the exploitation of the 
mashes truly reflecting the IfillittRill ^f the limiiidifwrfddeti 
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The underlying principles of the budget are, as far as I can gather, 
two. The first idea that the Hon’ble Finance Minister adumbrates is 
this : that Bengal is eternally rich^and she can bear the burden of taxa- 
tion ad infinitum. This year he has brought legislations to impose two 
taxations on the unwilling public of Bengal, namely, the Motor Spirit 
Tax Bill and the Sales Tax Bill, and further he says, “,We shall have 
to explore still further means of increasing our revenue at no distant 
date.” That Bengal is not rich and that Bengal cannot bear any 
further taxation need not be proved. Any gentleman either within this 
House or outside having an ounce of brain will contradict the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister and prove that he was not right. The second idea 
can be found in the last line of the first paragraph of the budget speech 
of the Hon’ble Minister. He says that his Government must neces- 
sarily go on increasing its scale of expenditure on nation-building 
activities. 

Let us now examine this statement — whether he is going on with 
the Ministry for the nation-building purpose, or he is trying to kill the 
nation ; whether his process of accumulating and spending money is 
really a nation-killing process or not. Let us examine how he has 
built the nation in the current year. The Education Department is no 
doubt one of the nation-building departments. But what has he done 
with the money we sanctioned during the last budget session? In 
order to build a nation, you want some engineers, but unfortunately 
the present Ministry has closed the door against the Indian students 
of the Sibpur Engineering College for an indefinite period. I make 
this statement for the information of the honourable members of this 
House tliat the Sibpur College was the only college that imparted 
education on that technical line of engineering — electrical and mecha- 
nical — and that college is not admitting students this year, and we do 
not know for how many years it will not. 

Then, it should be borne in mind that primary education is one of 
the vital subjects of nation-building activities, but unfortunately a 
vast sum, about 38 thousand rupees, was not spent. Government has 
curtailed the rate of scholarships of the pupils of the Guru Training 
Schools and did not open centres for training the Gurus, though the 
farce of introducing primary education in the country is now being 
enacted. 

Then again about “Public Health,” what the Ministry has done 
and how it has built the nation? A lakh of rupees was granted for 
opening a climatic sanatorium for tuberculosis. This sum is now l^ng 
idle for want of scheme. Is not tuberculosis a burning problem of the 
country? Then, again, a big sum was allotted for the control of 
||^i|ey. More than half of the sum is lying idle. There was no 
itaiiltee and the money has not b^n spent. 
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. Th«ii| from the Boad Development Fund, Rs. 1,03,00,000 is now 
lying idle — perhaps in the pockets of the Hon’ble Finance Minister — 
for want of scheme. (Mr, Abdulla-Al Mahmood: Keep it for your 
own self.) You have left nothing for me. 

Then, agaw, another sum of 50 thousand rupees was sanctioned for 
opening the liver Kaliahai in Midnapore district, which year after 
year is devastatog a vast area of that district, but this river has not 
been touched and the money is now lying idle in the coffers of the 
Government. 

• Four lakhs of rupees out of the grant for opening Debt Settlement 
Boards was not utilised. May we ask why? Debt Settlement Boards 
are very urgent, but the Hon’ble Ministers ot the Cabinet could not 
find their way to open these l>ebt Settlement Btmrds. 

Then, again, some money was allotted tor o]>ening a branch of the 
Eden Ward of the Victoria Hospital, Darjeeling. The mone> was not 
utilised. Rupees 80,000 was granted in the last budget f(»r improving 
the sadar lio.spitals of the districts and this sum i:;^ now l>ing idle. 
Otlier items of this nature can be cited, such as anti-malarial scheme 
and other things. All the.se sums are l>ing idle. There is no scheme; 
nothing has been done; still the Hon'hle Minister cries that he is 
spending money for nation-building departments. 

Now, let us see how he has worked for killing tlte nation, for 
nation-killing activities how far he has proceeded. He has gained 
Rs. 20,000 more than was expected in the last budget hv selling foreign 
liquor to the country people. Then, he made an extra profit of 
Rs. 50,tM)() more than the budget expectations by selling beer to our 
country people. Then, again, the Ministry earned Us. 2,00,000 more 
than the budgeted figure by selling ganja ami other intoxicants. And 
finally the Ministry gained 10 lakhs of rupees more than the budget 
expectations by selling country spirits to our people by introducing a 
cheap liquor called 75 U.P. Perhaps this figure represents the amount 
necessary for opening out new shops which may be leased to Muslim 
young men in the name of the Muslim League so that the proper pro- 
portion of service may be reached. 

Now, let us consider how fur he has proceeded with the other 
nation -killing departments. 

The Police Department is one of the departments which are eating 
out the financial vitality of the country. In last budget we allotted 
not less than Rs. 2,30,49, 000 in the revised for expenditure of the 
Poljpe Department. Over and above that what have the Ministry done? 
They* have created another class of a temporary Range Reserve con- 
sisting of o' inspectors, 25 sub-inspectors, 95 head constables and 1,500 
unarmed constables at a cost of Rs. 2,81,000. Then they have enter- 
tained with effect from June, 19^, a temporary staff of 2 sub-inspectors, 
1(^ Assistant sub-inspectors and 5(1^ constables in the Special Branch 
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ot the Calcutta Police at a cost of Be. 90,000. If we add the item 
^'Equipment and training of three additional Tear Smoke Squads’’ in 
the Bengal Police the fonnatio/ of which was sanctioned after the 
budget had been passed, it comes to Rg. 61,000. Then there is the 
organisation of civic guards in terms of the Civic Guard Ordinance, 
1940, at a cost of Rs. 66,000. Then there is the transfer of provision 
for temporary intelligence staff for districts and railways from “63 — 
Extraordinary charges in India” amounting to Rs. 2,75,000. Then 
there is also an increase in secret service money to the extent of 
Rs. 5,000. The total comes to Rs. 7,18,000 over and above the expen- 
diture sanctioned. Not only this. In this budget also he asked for 
sanction of about Rs. 2J lakhs over and above the expenditure he has 
incurred in the current year. So, Sir, I submit that in the name of 
nation-building he is carrying out a deliberate policy of nation-killing. 
Let us examine what he is asking for the next year. He says that he 
likes to spend more than the current year Rs. 80 lakhs for the improve- 
ment of the nation-building departments. Let us see what his nation- 
building is and kow he goes on with this work. Out of this Rs. 80 
lakhs he likes to spend Rs. 8 lakhs for buying a plot of land near the 
High Court. For what purpose? He says that he will not build on 
it now. He will wait for an indefinite period. Perhaps some favourite 
gentleman has approached one of the Ministers to sell it at a better 
price than he can get in the market. So, it is evident. 

Then, he is going to electrify some Government offices and engineer- 
ing colleges, etc. He will spend several lakhs of rupees in that con- 
nection. Then, in respect of pension charges he is going to incur 
about Rs. 12 lakhs for commutation of pension. The pensioners have 
become panicky and they are applying to Government for commuta- 
tion of pension so that they can get a lump sum. They are afraid of 
Herr Hitler or somebody and so they want a lump sum in order to buy 
other properties, and the Hon’ble Finance Minister is helping these 
ungrateful people to the extent of Rs. 12 lakhs. 

On land revenue account, he is spending Rs. 2^ lakhs for settle- 
ment operations in Bakarganj and Faridpur. It is a penal survey 
because the people of the Bakarganj district refused to vote for Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin and hence this survey. 

Then, again, as regards “Police,” he says that an additional ex- 
penditure of Rs, 2 lakhs will be required to finance them, and Jast of 
all the Hon’ble Finance Minister likes to have Rs. 8 lakhs to be given 
as dearness allowance to his subordinate officers. The Hon’hle 
Ministers are drawing fat sums of money and the officers under »ihem 
are clamouring to get a share and, therefore, by taxing the poor people 
of this country the Hon’ble Ministers are going to reward them with 
Rs. 8 lakhs. This reminds me 


Mr^ MmY iPIAKillt Tour time is up. 
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HiMliri MU HOMAIII SARKARt Please allow me one minute 
more. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am sorry. There is yet another 
member to speak. 

MaHlvi ABU HOSSAIH SARKAR: Let me at least finish the 
sentence. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: No, I am sorry. 

Maulvi MAFIZUODIN AHMED: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, it was 
really a pleasure to hear the Hon’ble Finance Ministv^r the other day 
delivering his budget speech on the floor of this House. This year’s 
budget speech strikes a landmark in the policy of the Government and 
is, indeed, the most progressive in its outlook of all the budget speeches 
that have ever been delivered from the Treasury Benches in this 
Assembly or its predecessor — the old Legislative (’ouncil. 

Sir, the last paragraph of the budget speech dealing with the Bengal 
Ministry’s policy in relation to India’s war efforts and development or 
extension of their social services cannot but strike even a casual reader. 

I have again and again gone through it and read it between lines of 
the paragraph. And I am fully convinced that these few lines will 
go down to the pages of history, as envisaging a bold, definite and 
positive policy of the Huq Ministry and its broad and sympathetic 
outlook and its genuine solicitude for the betterment of the hard lots 
of the teeming millions in the countryside in education, health, sani- 
tation and economic resuscitation, etc. It recognises the paramount 
necessity of the centre at this juncture wdiere the w^hole world is in a 
turmoil, but at the same time it remembers its most sacred duty towards 
the toiling masses of Bengal and places mass amelioration in the fore- 
front of its programme. Sir, I cannot resist the temptation of quoting 
these few lines here, which read as follows : — 

“In certain quarters it is held that at the present juncture the cor- 
rect course for the provinces is to abandon all ideas of development or 
extension of their social services and to leave the full additional 
taxable capacity of the provinces free to be tapped for the paramount 
requirement of the centre. The main ground for the holding of this 
view is the belief that every rupee spent on the provinces over and above 
the sum necessary to carrj’ on the general administration at the mini- 
muftrcost, is a rupee diverted from India’s war efforts. My colleagues 
and I do not share that view. We fully recognise that until victory is 
finally won it is essential to subordinate the needs of the provinces to 
the paramount claims of the Centre’s war efforts, but, in our opinion, 
thonirh at the present time to hbld in abeyance aU ideas of developmeut 
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may be appropriate enough in the case of those provinces that , have 
for many years enjoyed standards of administration considerably higher 
than those obtaining in nation-Milding departments in Bengal, such 
a course is not possible in the case of Bengal where the administration 
of province is just beginning to recover from the effects of years of 
starvation.” These few lines, Sir, furnish eloquent testimony of an 
unalloyed desire of the Government to do real and solid good to the 
people at large. “Ahead — the country must go ahead at all costs” is 
the declared and pursued policy of the present Government and this* 
has been the keynote of this year’s budget speech of the Hoirble the 
Finance Minister. 

Sir, it is needless to recount here the lengthy catalogue of the 
country’s needs and grievances. Masses are steeped in darkness of 
ignorance and illiteracy. Malaria, kala-azar and other fell diseases 
ruthlessly carry away thousands and thousands of Bengal’s sons and 
daughters. Cottage industry and other industries that were once the 
proudest achievements of the country have practically died out. Rivers 
and streams have shrunken to an extent which represents only a 
distant shadow of their former selves. Peasantry, the only producers 
of the country’s wealth, are over head and ears in debts. These are a 
few of the ten thousand and one other cankers that have been eating 
into the vitality of the country. They require immediate attention. 
As a matter of fact, the present Government have already taken up ^ 
mass ameliorating measures in right earnest in the nation-building 
departments. The needs are so varied and various that in onler to 
effect some appreciable results crores of rupees are necessary. But the 
country’s onward march towards progress cannot be kept in abe.vance 
by a truly popular and progressive Government. Money must be found 
for the advancement the country aspires after. Hence arises the 
necessity of passing legislative measures like the Bengal Sales Tax 
Bill and the Bengal Motor Spirit Sales Tax Bill. Although these two 
Bills have been much maligned by a small interested section of the 
people, but on analysifl 1 find that both of these two finance measures 
have been rightly and properly drawn up on the model of the Islamic 
principles of economy. Islamic economic principles laid down so long 
ago as 1,400 years that the “Haves” should be taxed in order to feed 
and provide money for the amenities of the “Haves-not.’' This 
principle is generally known as “Zakat” by which the rich people 
have to contribute l/40th part of their income towards the ‘‘Baitul- 
mal,” namely, public fund or the public finance for use and appro- 
priation by the goor. The Bengal Motor Spirit Sales Tax Bill calls 
upon only thos^ rich persons who use motor spirit to contribute a very 
moderate rate and the money secured thereby will be spent for the 
development and construction of roads in the country-side. This will 
afford some amenities to the poor people in rural areas. So far as the 
t)ther finance measure is concern^, the Bengal Sales Tax Bill aims at 
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tapping the rich people who can afford to pay for their luxuries and 
other high-priced articles. It practically exempts all the necessaries 
of the poor masses. But at the same time the proceeds from the Sales 
Tax Bill will be mainly spent in providing free primary education, 
rural medical relief, sanitation, improvement in agriculture, and the 
resuscitation of the dead and dying rivers and streams. All these 
steps mean progressive amenities of life to rural Bengal. In a word 
the sponsors of the Sales Tax Bill aim at providing better living to the 
rural masses of Bengal. Now, can anybody having the country’s 
interest at heart object to a scheme like thisy If anybody is affected 
by this Bill it is the rich who have enough to spare. If anybody is 
benefited by this measure it is the poor who have not got just the 
necessaries of life, but nevertheless need amenities of life. The fun- 
niest thing is that some intere.sted rich persons have started an agitation 
that the Sales Tax Bill is going to adversely affect the interests of the 
poor masses and that they brag out that they are the benefactors of the 
masses. But the masses by this time have fully known that these 
braggers, bereft of their cloaks, are hideous specimens of human 
beings. These sham benefactors shed crocodile tears when the Bengal 
Free Primary Education Act was passed. By this time they have been 
nakedly unmasked. They had the barefacedness to say that even the 
measures like the Agricultural Debtors Act, the Money-lenders Act 
and the like are to the detriment of the interests of the masss. By 


these two measures Government have graphically demonstrated that 
they jire determined to do some tangible solid good to the poor toiling 
masses even at the risk of their own popularity. They have taken up 
courage in both hands in this matter. The increased allotment of 
Rs. 14,29,000 under “Education,” Rs. 8 , 80 , 000 under “Public 
Health,” Rs. 4,93,000 under “Industries,” Rs. 3,10,000 under 
“Co-operation” and Rs. 3,14,000 under “Irrigation” tlii^ year over the 
allotments of the last year would fully ju.slify the taxation measures 
and would further demonstrably show that the Bengal Government 
have as a matter of fact brought some tangible amenities of life to the* 
doors of the toiling masses of Bengal. A deficit budget does not 
reflect any discredit upon any Government; rather it shows the pro- 
gressive activities of a living and pulsating country. In this matter. 
Sir, the present Finance Minister, the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy.^ has 
given an unfailing proof of a stiff neck and erect backbone. Ihese 
words are only an attempt at congratulating the Hon’ble Mr. 
Suhrawardy which he so richly deserves. 

let me now turn over some of the pages of the Red Book sup- 
plied to us. Here I have been disappointed. There some allot- 
ments which show that the Hon’ble the finance Minister has been 
carried off the rails at times and that his characteristic stiff neck and 
erect backbone have given way to influences. Even-handed justice- 
has not been meted out to deserving finises. To come to the point direct,. 
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about 700 Kuslim studesta receive their educftiio^ ija th^ Coniilja 
Tiotoria College. This is perhaps the only institution in Benga) Fhere 
so many Muslim boys are receiving collegiate education. Even thf 
Dacca University where money is spent in li^hs cannot claim to educate 
appreciably a larger number of boys. There is no hostel accommoda- 
tion for these boys at Comilla. There is an old college ^stel which 
can accommodate only 22 boys at the most. The rest of the boys reside 
in unrecognised messes. Some, of course, live in jaigirs. But the 
bulk of the students have been keenly sujffering for want of hostel 
accommodation. The matter was brought to the notice of the Hon’ble 
the Chief Minister. He personally inspected the deplorable condition 
of the boys and assured them that a hostel would be provided for the 
Musl^ boys of the college within the shortest possible span of time. 
Preliminary steps were also taken up. Last year, Khan Bahadur Abidur 
Reza Choudhury, m.l.a., and myself pressed for the matter before the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister who remarked at last that he was 
beginning being convinced of the imperative necessity of a Muslim 
college hostel at Comilla and that he would see if anything could be 
done in the supplementary budget. But, alas, since then one long 
round year has rolled away; much water has flown down the Ganges; 
but the Red Book shows that the Hon’ble the Finance Minister has 
not yet finished being convinced of the necessity of the hostel. And 
whyP Can there be any reasonable ground for ignoring the claims of 
Comilla P Some truth, however unpalatable it may be, must be tol^‘ 
here. Last year, after the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan was included 
in the Cabinet, we found that a capital grant of a heavy suria was 
provided in the budget for a Junior Madrassah for Girls in Faridpur. 
This year also there are some allotments as shown in the Red Book 
which tell their own tales: The less discussed the better for all con- 
cerned. May I ask when the Hon’ble the Finance Minister would 
finish being convinced P Is it after someone from Tippera becomes a 
Minister P 

Sir, I take this opportunity of making some specific suggestions 
for Government’s consideration and acceptance, where practicable: — 

{a} In order to supplement the Bengal Public Finance measures 
concerning agricultural income and similar other sources should be 
brought to the Legislature at an early date, so that the incidence of 
taxation may not hit the poor masses 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. Mr. Mafizuddin Ahmad, your time is 
already up, and it is time now for me to adjourn the House. 

Adjoummeiit. 

It being 8 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Friday, the 2Sth 
February, 1841, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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l *roc e> dfaig» of the Bengal Legialative AsaMnUljr atiembled 
BBder the provUions of the Goyenment of India Act» 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly ‘House, Calcutta, on Friday, 
the 28th February, 1941, at 4-45 p.m. 

Pmants 

• Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sir Muhammad Azizul Haque, g.i.e., 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair, 9 Hon'ble Ministers and 190 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers wws gif*ei0 

Distress in Bankura district. 

•98. Mr. BANKU BEHARI MANDAL: (a) Is the Hon’bU 
Minister in charge of the Hevenue Department aware that distress is 
prevailing in the district of Bankura due to failure of crops for want of 
rains in the year 1940 F 

(6) If so, what steps does the Hon^ble Minister contemplate taking 
or has taken to redress the distress of the people of the district? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 

Hon’bis Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) Some distre.ss is apprehended 
in scattered parts of the district where there hus beeii failure of the 
paddy crop for want of timely rain. 

(b) A sum of Rs.15,000 has been sanctioned for distribution as agri- 
cultural loans and a sum of Rs.5,000 for distribution as land improve- 
ment loans in the district. Steps are being taken to improve a number 
of tanks under the Bengal Tanks Improvement Act as test works. 
Further measures for aFording relief to the people will be taken as and 
when necessary. 

Brijut MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: Is the Hon’ble the Revenue 
Minister aware that in some parts of the district there was a total failure 
of crops? 

• • 

The HciVlilC Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYt Sir, my inlarmc- 
tion is that there has been a partial failure of crops in some parte, but 
if in a particular village there has been a total failure of erq^, I am 
not aware of it. 

12 ^ 
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8ri]llt IIANINDRA BHUSAN SINK As Is the Hou’ble Minister 
aware that many people are migrating from these affected parts to seek 
employment elsewhere, but they are not getting employment there? 

The Hoii’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir, I am not 
aware of it. 

Srijut MANINDRA BHUSAN SINHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please tell us what is the exact amount that has been requisitioned by 
the District Magistrate or Collector under these heads for agricultural 
loans and for land improvement? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Whatever amount 
was requisitioned was sanctioned immediately. 

Sn]ut MANINDRA BHUSAN SINHA: Is it a fact that no test 
works have as yet been started in the affected parts of the district? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I understand that 
some test works have been started already. 

Srijut MANINDRA BHUSAN SINHA: May I enquire when? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Only recently. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he has directed the local authorities to make 
a comprehensive estimate of the relief that will be required for relieving 
the distress? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, the local 
authorities never give relief without a comprehensive survey. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether us a result of the admitted distress 
prevailing there immediate gratuitous relief is actually necessary or 
not? 

The Hon’bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir, it is not 
necessary as yet. 

Mr. NIHARENDU OUTTA MAZUMDAR: WiU the Mo&’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether it is not a fact that immediately 
after harvest the cultivators are in need of grains; they either collect 
or if they fail to collect they get socae form of relief for their daily 
requirements f 
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Th^ Hon'bie Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINCH ROYl That ia a geaeral 

proposition which I cannot answer. 


Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon ble Minister 
please give us an idea of the area and also the number of the people 
affected by the distress? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: I ask for notice. 

* Srijut MANINDRA BHUSAN SINHA: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state w’heiher he has got any prograniiiie ot tanks improve- 
ment work? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Yes, Sir, u most 
comprehensive programme I can assure my honourable friend. 


Handloom weaving industry at Santipur in Nadia district. 

♦99. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: (a) Will the ITon’ble Minis- 
ter in charge of the Industries Department lx* jileased to state whether 
any representation has been received by (lovernment or any officer 
thereof from the weavers of Santijuir in the district of Nadia drawing 
attention to the jierilous eomlitioTi of the handloom weaving industry' 
of the place? 

(/;) If the answer to (a) i> in the ufliimative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be plea*>ed to state what action has been tal<en hy (lovern- 
meiit thereon? 

(c) Are the (Government con.‘»idering the desirability of making 
some special emiuiry into the eondition.s of tbese weavers with a view 
to alleviating their distress? 

MINISTER in charge of the ACRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) Tea. 

(b) The Director of Industries is taking suitable action in regard 
to the questions of the supply of yams and dyes at reasonable prices, 
marketing of handloom products of the Santipur weavers and the grant 
of financial assistance, raised by the petitioners. He has also put him- 
self in touch with the Registrar of Co-operative Societies, Bengal, and 
a local inquiry for the purpose of the establishment of a Co-operative 
Sales and Supply Depot for the handloom weavers at Santipur, is in 
progress. 

(o) No. 
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Mr. tAtANKA SEKHAR tANYALs Will tiie Hon’bk ICaister 
be pleased to state when this appHcation was received by Govemmeiit 
and when the Director of Industries moved in the matter? 

The Hon’bli Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAMi 1 am afraid I cannot give 
the dates. 

Mr. EYED JALALUDDIN HAEHEMY: WiU the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if it is a fact that the money received as grant from 
the Government of India for the development of the handloom industry 
in Bengal has not yet been spent and has rather been kept in deposit 
by the Government of Bengal? 

Mr. SPEAKERS That question does not arise here. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether any subsidies have been granted 
to the weavers in the Nadia district out of the available funds? 

Mr. SPEAKERS That question does not arise here at all. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: The llon’ble Minister 
admitted, Sir, that representation was received with a view to give a 
fillip to this industry and to protect it 

Mr. SPEAKER: You can raise that question during the budget 
discussion, 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state the nature of suitable action that the Director of 
Industries is taking? 

Tha Hon'bla Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: To explain that I think 
I should lay before the House a copy of the prayer that was made by 
the representatives in their petition. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not necessary. Just give your answer to 
the question. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: What they wanted was 
that action shou^ be taken on the petition. They wanted supply of 
yams and also supply of dyes, giving publicity to the products of the 
handloom industries, grant of financial assistance in the shape of 
loans. These are the things asked for and assistance is being given 
on those lines. 

(At this stage Mr. Speaker asked the next question to be called out,; 



OtlESTIONS. 


m 


1941 .| 


Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYALs Sir, with releraaoe to the 
printed answer, the Hon’ble Minister has stated that action is being 
taken. I want to know whether the action that is being taken 
relates to the immediate future or something relating to the present 
tense. Has anything been done or is about to be done? 


Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, I cannot allow the question. I have 
already called out the next question. 


Agricultural loan^ and gratuitous relief for cultivators of Jessore district. 

*100. Khan Bahadur Maulana AHMED ALi ENAYETPURIl 

(a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department 
aware — 

(i) that there has been failure of crops in the major portion of the 

Jhenida subdivision, Jessore district; 

(ii) that the people of the locality, specially the cultivators, aie 

in distress; and 

(til) that they are selling away their bullocks for their subsistenocf 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Government contemplate help- 
ing the people in the shape of agricultural loans and gratuitous relief? 

The Hon’ble Bir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) No. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the source of his information? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The usual source 
of information, namely, the (\dlector of the district. 

Mr. SYED dALALUDOIN HASHEMY: Can I ask for an assur- 
ance from the Hon’ble Minister with regard to the failure of crops 
particularly aTnan crop in Jhenida subdivision owing to drought last 
year and give us a report whether there is a partial failure of aman 
crop ID, the Jhenida subdivision or not? 

The Hon’bic Sir BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I do not think, 
Sir that the question can arise out of this. 

Mr. SYtD dALALUODIN HASHEMY: WOl the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government is prepared to make an enquiry 
and give us a report whether there was an actual failure of crops or 
not* owing to drought? .• _ 
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The Hoii’bU Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: So far as I am 

aware, Sir, there is no failure ofiterop and so no enquiry seems to be 
necessary. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the percentage of the failure of crop accord- 
ing to his information? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 admit no failure 
whatsoever. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of 
the fact that the Subdivisional Officer of Jhenida has agreed that 75 
per cent, of the crop has grown up and 25 per cent, has failed? 

The Hofl'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: In that case I am 
not in a position to supply information. Apparently, the honourable 
member knows better than myself. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how is it possible that local officers say 25 per cent, of 
the crop has failed, while the Hon’ble Minister says that there has been 
no failure of crop? 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has already said that he cannot answer. 

Grievances of Padma flehermen. 

•101. Mr, ATUL CHANDRA SEN; (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture and Industries (Fishery) Department be 
pleased to state — 

(i) whether he has receive<l a memorandum containing a statement 
of some of the grievances of the Padma fishermen as approv- 
ed by the Padma Matsyajibi Sammelan held at Malekanda 
in the district of Dacca on the 22nd December, 1940, under 
the presidency of Srijut Bhagabat Talukdar; and 
(n) whether he has also received a letter, dated the 4th January, 
1941, from the Secretary of the Padma Matsyajibi Samiti 
for receiving a deputation of the representatives of fishermen 
appoi|i^ed by the said conference? 

(h) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, he proposes to take in 
the matter? 


The Hw’ble Mr. TAMiZUDDIN KHANi (a) Yes. 
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(b) the grievances in regard to fishery rights and rent and otheir 
oolleddons made from fishermen, which concern the Revenue Depart* 
ment, the Padma Matsyajibi Samiti has been advised to approach the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department. 

•if. ATUL CHANDRA SENS With reference to answer (a), will 
the Hon ble Minister be pleased to state when was the memorandum in 
question received P 

. Mr. SPEAKER: It must be after tte 22nd December, 1940. 

ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state when the Padma Matsyajibi Samity was advised to approach 
the Revenue Department? 

Mr. SPEAKER; That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN. Sir, the matter is long overdue. 

Mr. SPEAKER. No. The Sammilan was lield only on the 22nd 
December, 1940. 


Staff of Thakurgaofi Munsif Court. 

*102. Mauivi HAFIZUDDIN CHOUDHURI: (a) Will the 
Hon'ble Minister in charge <»f the Judicial Department be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing — 

(t) the present number of clerks of the Thakurgaon Munsif Court 
in the district of Dinajpur; 

(it) the number of them that are (1) Hindus and (2) Muslims; 
(ut) their respective educational qualifications; and 
(tv) their respective length of services? 

(h) Are the posts referred to in (a) (t) transferable? 

MINISTER in ohaiv. of tta JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tiM 
Hos’blo Nawab Muahamiff Hotaaini Khan SahMhir): (a) A statement 
is placed on the table. 

(b) Yes. 
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SUtteffumt f^erred to in the reply to clauu (a) of Hmred quettio^ 

No. 102. 

# 

(a) (i) Nine. 

(ii) (1) Four and (2) five. 

(m) Hindu * — Two non-matric and two undergraduate. 

Three matric and two graduate (B.A.). 

{iv) Hindus — Two of 27 years 1 month each, one of 14 years* 
6 months and one of 1 year 7 months. 

MusUtm — One of 20 years 2 months, one of 17 years 8 months, one 
of 16 years 10 months, one of 5 years 9 months, and one of 3 years. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Settlement Kanungoee. 

44. Miulvi ABDUL WANED: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact— 

(i) that Mr. Carter, late Director of Land Records, submitted 

a proposal for making the service of the Settlement 
Kanungoes permanent and pensionable; and 

(ii) that the proposal has been approved by Government? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the iHon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state when it is likely to be given effect to? 

Tha Han’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; (a) and (b) The 

Director of Land Records’ proposal for making the service of the Settle* 
ment Kanungoes permanent and pensionable is under examination by 
Government. 


RMOvary of agricultural loans from people of Kurigram subdlvisioii. 

45. Kali EMDADUL HAQUE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that certifies^ were issued during 1940 and 1941 for the reco/ery 
of agricultural loans from the people of Kurigram subdivision? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of stopping the issue of certificates for the 
recovery of agricultural loans during ^e present year? 
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. HH Mr BUOY ^RASAII SIIICH MYl (a) Ko oei«fic«ktes 

Mre ffl«d during 1940 and 1941 for the recoyery of agricultund loani. 
fixocutions wore made for old certificates of 1938 and 1939 for arreari 
of agricultural loans advanced from 19^ to 1933. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Babu MADHUIUDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether there was any instruction from the Govern- 
ment to the effect that no certificate should be filed to realise agrioul- 
tijral loans? 

The Hon’bla Sir BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir. The 
instructions were precisely that no certificate should he filed for reali- 
sation of loans advanced during 1938-39 till the harvest of 1940. 

Babu MADHUSUDAN SARKAR: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state whether these instructions were circulated only in 
Kurigram or in any other district? 

The Hon’bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: These instruc- 
tions were for the whole of Bengal. 

Nazi EMOADUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’bie Minister be pleased 
to state whether Government are aware that due to bad weather condi- 
tions the yield of the agricultural products in Kurigram was very, very 
scanty and that the agriculturists have been passing through extreme 
difficulty P 

The Hon’bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: During which 
period of time, I should like to know. 

Nazi EMOADUL HAQUE: Dunng the last two >ears--1940 and 
1941. 

The Hon’bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice. 

Kazi EMOADUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’bie Minister be pleased 
to state, whether he remembers that during his last visit to Kurigram, 
a deputation waited on him specially drawing his attention to this 
particular fact? 

The Htfh’bla Mr BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir. A 
deputation waited on me for drawing my attention to the partial failure 
ol crops in Kurigram, but the njain complaint was the lowness of the 
prioa of jute. 
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iCili EMDADUL HAQUEl Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas^ 
to state whether in view of the partial failure of the crops, Government 
consider the desirability of callAg off the execution of the certificate 
cases pending in the Court? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYs Certificates are 
being issued^ only with regard to loans that have been outstanding for 
a very long time, as I have made it clear in my reply. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Calcutta Munioi|Nil (Amendment) Bill, 1941. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Sir, I beg to present the report of the Select Committee on the 
Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1941, and further beg to state 
that Government reserve the right to move amendments at the proper 
time. 

The Bengal Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 19S9. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Sir, I further beg to submit the ad interim report of the Select Com- 
mittee on the Bengal Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill,- 1939, 
and to state that for unavoidable reasons the Select Committee could not 
sit and further beg leave to move that the time for submission of the 
report be extended till the 15th April, 1941. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


Attondanoo of detained or convicted members. 

Mr. SATYAPRIYA BANERJI; Sir, before you proceed with the 
business of the day, may I enquire what steps, if any, have so far been 
taken to ensure the attendance of those members of the House who 
have been either detained or convicted under the Defence of India Act ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have no power. 

Mr. SATYAPRIYA BANERJI: Sir, may I know 

Mr. SPEAKER: All I say is this. I have waited sufficiently long 
for the report of the Privilege Committee being discussed. But as no 
date has yet been fixed, there is no other alternative than to take it 
up on the next non-official resolution day which 1 am going to do. 
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Th6 BMigal Patni Taluks Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

AI-HadJ CYA8UDDIN AHMED CHOUDHURY: Sir, I beg to 
move that the Bengal Patni Taluks Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 
J940, as passed by the Bengal Legislative Council, be taken into 
consideration. 

• The motion was then put and agreed to. 


Clause L 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Sir, 1 beg to move 
that in clause 1, in line 2, for the figures “1940” the figures “1941“ 
be substituted. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The question that claiise 1 as amended stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 

Clause 2. 

The question that clause 2 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Preamble . 

The question that the I’reamble stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 

AI-HadJ CYASUDDIN AHMED CHOUDHURY: Sir, 1 beg 
move that the Bengal Patni Taluks Regulation ( Ainendinenf ) Bill, 
1940, as settled in the Assembly, be passed. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


Th« Bengal Land Revenue Sales (Amendment) Bill, 1SS7. 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: Sia, I beg to move that the Bengal 
Land Revenue Sales (Amendment) Bill, 1937, as reported on by the 
Select Committee, be taken into consideration. 

in moving this motion I beg to say a few words in support of 
it. The object of the Bill is to introduce in the revenue sales laws a 
provision analogous to that provided in the Civil Procedure Code, the 
Bengal Tenancy Act, the Public Demande Recovery Act and the Patni 
Sales Regulations. It seeks to. put the defaulting proprietor whose 
estate has been sold for non-payment gi any ki$t on the same footing 
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as tlie ordinary judgment-debtors under the Civil Procedure Code and 
the Bengal Tenancy Act or tl^ certificate debtors under the Public 
Demands Recovery Act or the defaulting tenure-holders under the 
Patni Regulations. It is an equitable relief which is recognised by all 
branches of our law— a relief which has long been cherished as a 
valuable right given to those who by a misfortune or accident have 
failed to pay up the arrears of revenue before the fall of the hammer. 
It is a well-known fact that a very large number of large and smafl 
estates are annually sold for arrears of revenue which are comparatively 
insignificant. Very frequently these arrears accumulate over a period 
of years owing to uncertainty that generally prevails amongst the 
co-sharers as to the exact amount for which each is liable. Accidents 
and misfortune play an equally great part in bringing the estates to 
sale. Instances are not infrequent where very big estates have been 
sold owing to collusion between the agent and some of the co-sharers 
for a nominal consideration and the purchase made in favour of some 
of their relatives or prot^g^s in order to deprive some other co-sharers 
of their due share in the estate. The Revenue Sales Act does not 
contain any provision which can give adequate relief to the defaulting 
proprietors who have, through unforeseen circumstances, been unable 
to save their properties by timely deposit of their dues. The right of 
appeal on the ground of hardship which section 26 of the Act has given 
to the defaulting proprietor has more often proved illusory than real. 
It depends upon the whim or caprice of the Divisional Commissioner or 
of that one official who is known as the Member of the Board of 
Revenue. To say the least, it is an extremely precarious right unequal 
in its operation and uncertain in its results. There is no rule of law 
or equity which guides these officials in the exercise of the discretion 
which section 26 of the Revenue Sales Act has vested in them. To 
use a familiar phrase, it may be said to be an instance of those lawless 
laws which have sometimes crept into our statute book. When an appeal 
to the Divisional Commissioner or to the Board of Revenue fails, what 
other relief is open to the unfortunate proprietor? He can go to the 
Civil Court under section 33 for a declaration that the sale has been 
vitiated on account of material irregularities or fraud and similar 
grounds. It is difficult for the proprietor to discover the irregularities 
that might have brought about the sale and is still more difficult to 
prove in a court of law by adequate evidence the existence of such 
irregularities and fraud. 

Sir, it is a i^R-known fact that the revenue sales are seldoni.made 
for adequate price and whatever chance a large estate may have to 
attract bidders who are prepared to pay a reasonable price for the 
estate, the small estates and holdings are more often than not sold for 
a mere song. The history of the Revenue Sales Act has been an un- 
relieved ehapter of misfortune ia which large and small estates* have 
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all, gone into the melting pot of destiny and prosperous peasants and 
large landowners have been reduced to poverty and min by the 
inexorable rigour of the law. It is up to us as the real representatives 
of the people, as the guardians of their interests, to remove from the 
Bevenue Sales Act a provision which has for nearly a century inflicted 
unmitigated hardship without bringing any compensating gain either 
to the public exchequer or to the proprietors. 

The short Bill which I have ventured to place before the House will, 
when passed into a law, lift the veil of uncertainty which has obscured 
thQ fate of those whom misfortune has placed in the predicament of a 
defaulting proprietor. Honourable members are not unaware of the 
fact that owing to recent administrative orders regarding the suspension 
of the certificate procedure for the realisation of Government dues in 
respect of the kJuis vmhal tenures and holdings, the scope and ambit 
of the Revenue Sales Act have now been extended to these classes of 
interests, which is causing great hardship and suffering to the owners 
thereof. This large class of tenants owing to their illiteracy and 
unfamiliarity with the technics of the Collectorate happen to be exactly 
the people who are most likely to fall victims to the penal provision 
of the Revenue Sales Act. It i.s extremely desirable and expedient in 
the interest of the large clas.s of people who have to pay revenues to 
the Collectorate that they should have the same reliefs which are 
enjoyed by the judgment-debtors of all other classes. 

Now a few words regardng the specific provisions of the Bill. I am 
grateful to the members of the Select Committee who have made distinct 
improvement on the original provisions laid down in it. 

In section 2 of the Bill insertion of sections 37A, 37B, 37C and 
37D after section 37 of the Land Revenue Sales Act of 1859 has been 
suggested. Section 37 A makes a ])rovision for filing t»f an application 
to the Collector within 30 days of the sale by the defaulting proprietor 
of the estate or a share thereof or by any persons affected by the sale 
on his depositing the sum notified in the sale proclamation together ^with 
a sum equal to 3 per cent, of the purchase money as well as the actual 
costs incurred in bringing the property to sale. 

Section 37B seeks to provide for the setting aside of the sale by the 
Collector after giving notice to the purchaser in case the conditions lai4 
down in section 37A have been fulfilled. It also provides that no suit 
will lie against the order of the Collector setting aside the sale, but 
that an appeal shaU lie to the Divisional Commissioner against an 
orde^ Refusing to set aside the sale if an appeal be filed within a limited 
time, i.e,, 30 days. 

Section 37C is more or less a necessary corollary to the former two 
•eetions, that is to say, the purchaser shall be entitUed to get refund ol 
bis i^urchase money. 
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Section 37D . — This section provides for the safeguard of the interest 
of the under- tenure-holder other than the defaulting proprietors who 
will be able to save the proper^ by depositing the arrears, etc., just 
like the defaulting proprietors, and hold a lien on the property as that 
secured by a mortgage debt. He will also be entitled to possession 
of the estate and retain such possession until the said debt has been 
discharged. 

SecUon 3 , — This is a new clause which seeks to amend section 
of Bengal Act VII of 1868. It is a consequential change considered 
necessary to avoid any possible misinterpretation on the effect of ihe 
Bill ‘ 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. 
We have been listening with great respect for some time the very 
enthusiastic speech of my learned friend over there. What perplexes 
us is that his speech relates to the principles of the Bill which ought 
to have been the subject matter at a prior stage of the Bill. But the 
Bill has now emerged from the Select Committee and it is the conven- 
tion that only the alterations made in the Select Committee should 
be explained by the honourable member and not the scope of the Bill. 
We have no mind, Sir, to obstruct the passage of the Bill, but in view 
of the fact that this day is one of the few non-official days and that we 
have got many of our own Bills also, I would appeal to you to protect 
us in the matter, and I also appeal to my friends on the other side to 
cut short all unnecessary debate. It would be better if the honourable 
mover of the Bill would enlighten us on the changes made by the Select 
Committee. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Thank \oii for your suggestion, but 
you have called me to order wHTen I have almost finished and after I 
Lave spoken about the changes made in the Bill by the Select Com- 
mittee. It was not in the original Bill. 

Sir, the Bill I have proposed may contain defects, and it ’may be 
necessary to amend it further when experience will disclose its imper- 
fections, but whatever may be its defects — whatever may be its short- 
comings — it will perhaps be recognised that it will go some way and, 
I dare say, a great w^ay in giving reliefs to a much deserving class of 
our people. 

With these' remarks, I commend my motion for the acoepta«<Je of 
the House. I do hope that this Bill, when passed into law, will be 
recognised as one more land-mark in the reform of our agrarian law 
which has distingxushed this Assembly more than any other in the rest 
of the provinces of India under the new Constitution. 
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. Mr« AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I congratulate my 
friend, Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, for having sponsored the Bengal Land 
Revenue Sales (Amendment) Bill, 1940. I submit that in these *da^e 
of proviiicial autonomy it is certainly a move in the right direction. 
Sir, there is a proverb that if it was a sauce for the gander, it was a 
sauce for the goose also. Sir, the tenantry has been given certain 
facilities which have caused some disadvantage to the landlords, and 
therefore it is necessary that the landlords should be given some such 
relief which can be safely given to them without creating any difficulty 
in, any other quarters. This Bill only seeks to give more time to the 
landlord, but this concession is given not for nothing but with certain 
compensation that has got to be paid by the landlord. In this Bill it 
is said that the landlord will get an opportunity of paying the money 
within thirty days of the date of sale of a revenue-paying estate. This 
provision in the Land Revenue Sales Act is necessary on grounds more 
than one. Every one knows that the landlord himself does not make 
his collections, but that in most cases collections are made by hia 
officers. He does not deal directly with his estate, and oftentimes 
many things happen which are beyond his knowledge and infonnation. 
It may happen that the officer who has been placed in charge of the 
management of his estate does not care to deposit the revenue in time. 
There may be also other reasons for which it is necessary that an 
opportunity be given when the estate is actually sold and cerhun time 
is allowed for payment. We also see that havoc* is created by the sale 
of reyenue-paying estates. It is not only the landlords who will be 
benefited by these provisions, but anybody having an interest in the 
property itself by virtue of a title acquircil hot ore sale or any person 
whose interest is affected by the sale may pay the dues and save the 
estate. This is a salutary provision, Sir; tlds goes directly to benefit 
the tenantry in general. The tenants also get an opportunity of 
coming in and making payment within 30 day.s oi tbe sale. It is always 
seen that tenants as a class cannot be apprised of w*hat is taking place 
with regard to the estate under which they hold tenures. The tenuie- 
holders generally are put into a position of difficulty as soon as the 
estates are sold. Under the provisions of the existing law, tenures in 
general are liable to be annulled as soon as the sale of an estate takes 
effect. Now, Sir, what is done by the purchasers P The purchasers 
at a revenue sale do not spare any body. Not to speak of tenure- 
holders -either permanent and temporary', they proceed to eject even 
cultivators with right of occupancy. The entire lot of people are 
draped into courts and decrees are obtained against the whole plot. 
Th^ultivators are ignorant people and have no idea of what is taking 
•"place. Landlords are joined, tenants are joined and sub-tenants are 
joined and in this way many people in group are joined as defendant 
of a suit. We see that ignorant people generally rely upon their 
superior landlords to defend them ip the courts, but the court cannot 
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gire them aii:sr relief. Sometimes it will be seen that a tenure is 
admitted to have been annulled J^y a contesting tenure-holder and then 
the tenure-holder takes settlement in the name of his wife or somebody 
else. As a result the suit is decreed against the absent defendants 
among whom there may be a large number of occupancy raiyats. They 
do not take any notice of them and the suits are decreed for their 
default. So, Sir, the calamity comes not only upon one class of tenants 
x)nly — permanent or non-permanent — but the calamity comes upon the, 
whole tenantry in general. So, thip provision gives some relief to this 
class of tenure-holders, under-tenure-holders and raiyats and they get 
an opportimity of paying down money to the Collector with certain 
compensation. It is a salutary provision. I submit, Sir, this is an 
essential necessity and as already the tenants have been given some 
privileges, this privilege be extended to the landlords and also to the 
people who hold under them and thereby safeguard their interests for 
all time to come.. By the provisions of the Bengal Tenancy Act the 
payer, if he is a sub-tenant, gets an opportunity of realising the money 
not in the ordinary procedure by contribution, but by the procedure as 
laid down in the Bengal Tenancy Act itself. The payer gets a lien upon 
the property and is put into possession on his application. He remains 
in possession so long as the whole debt is not paid. Similar provision 
is made here. In this view. Sir, this is a very important provision, 
and I am very thankful to my friend here and hope that this Bill will 
be passed into law. We see some improvements effected in the Select 
Committee, They are also very important because of the addition of 
n new provision, namely, clause 3. Amendment of Bengal Act VII of 
1868 was a great necessity, because otherwise it would be obscure as 
to whether the provisions of that Act would be at all affected by the 
provisions of this Bill or not. Different interpretations might be made 
by different courts. An anomaly might have arisen, but now that 
anomaly has been removed by the insertion of clause 3 within the 
provisions. In this view, this is a very important improvement upon 
the original Bill. 

In all respect, I do think that the Bill, as it is now before the House, 
is a salutary measure. It gives benefits to all classes of people and to 
the tenantry in general. I support the motion. 

The motion of Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, that the Bengal Land 
Revenue Sales (Amendment) Bill, 1937, as reported on by the Select 
Committee, be taken into consideration was then put and agreed to. 

Clause I, 

The question that clause 1 stand part of the Bilhuraa then put and 
j^ptued to. 
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' Clames 2 and 3, 

The Honmile Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY 8 Sir, 1 beg to 
move that in clause 2, in proposed section 37A(a), in line 2, after the 
words “of the purcbase-money” tbe words “but not less than one rupee** 
be inserted. 

Sir, I need not explain why I am moving this amendment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you please move the next amendments 

The Hofi'ble Sir BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir. I also 
beg to move that in clause 2, in proposed section 87C, in the last line, 
the words “against any person to whom it has beeii paid*’ be omitted. 

These words are quite unnecessary. 

The motions were then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 2, as anjended, and clause 3 stand part of 
the Bill was then put and agreed^ 

The Hon*ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: There is just 
one other point. I would just like, with your permisHion, Sir, to move 
one formal amendment in the short title. For* “1940” it should be 
“1941”. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Sir Bijoy, as regards your amendment to the short 
title, you can move it at the time of the third reading. 

The question that the Preamble stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAdID; Sir, I beg to move that the Bengal 
Land Revenue Sales (Amendment) Bill. 1937, as settled in the Assembly, 
be passed. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Sir Bijoy, you can now move your amendment 
to the short title. 

The Hofi'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 beg to 
move that in the short title of the Bill in place of “1940“ the figures 
“1941“ be substituted. 

Mr. SPEAKER: This is a purely consequential amendment. 

The motion was then put and agieed t4). 

The motion of Mr. Syed Abdul Majid that the Bengal Land Revenue 
Sales (Amendment) Bill, 1937, as settled in the Assembly, be passed, 
was. then put and agreed to. 

13 
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TIM Btngil Midtoil lAiMndiiMnt) Biilp 1937. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA 0A9: Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
Bengal Medical (Amendment) Bill^ 1937, be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of : — 

(1) The Hon'ble Nawab Ehwaja Habibuilah Bahadur, of Dacca, 

Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self- , 
Government Department, 

(2) Dr. Sanaullah, 

(3) Khan Sahib Jasimuddin Ahmed, 

(4) Mr. Mia Abdul Hafiz, 

(6) Maulvi Syed Abdul Majid, ^ 

(6) Babu Khagendra Nath Das Gu^a, 

(7) Hai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra Sen, 

(8) Rai Sahib Kirit BHusan^tlas, 

(9) Mr. J. W. Chippendale, 

(10) Maulvi Muhammad Mozammel Huq, and 

(11) the mover, ^ 

with iiistrucfioiiH to submit their leport by the 3lst March, 1941, the 
number of membefii.4orming the quorum being five. 

In moving this motion, I beg to submit that this Bill is the old 
Bill of the Bengal Legislative Council. It was first moved by no 
less a person thaji the Hon’ble Chief Minister wlieu he was a member 
of the old Council. Then, it was moved by the Hon’ble Mr. M. B. 
Mullick when he was a member and last of all in this House it was 
moved by the Hon’ble Hr. Tamizuddin Khan when be was merely a 
member of the House, Similar Bill was also moved in this House by 
several members of this House, such hs, Dr. Sanaullah, Babu Khagendra 
Nath Das Gupta, Maulvi Muhammad Mozammel Huq, and I have 
included all of them in the Select Committee proposed by The 

Bill itself is divided into three parts. The first relates to those who 
used to practise medicine at the time when the Bengal Medical Ai t 
of 1914 was passed and who were disqualified by vii-^ue of that 
legislation. After the passing of the Act some private schools and 
colleges were but those students who passed out of those 

schools and ootleges before such affiliation were not qualified. Then, 
Sir, there are other private schools from which a large number of 
medical students are coming out every year, but they are not qualified. 

I have provided for a medical examination of those students. Tliese 
are the three parts of my Bill, and T projmse tbaC"^ these may be 
considered by the Select Committee. 
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Ilf* 8YED JALALUDOIN HASHEMYs Sir, I beg^ to move by 
way of amendment that the Bengal Medical (Amendment) Bill, 1937, 
be recirculated for the purpose of elicitip.g further opinion thereon by 
the 30th June, 1941. 

I move it formally, and I hope the House will accept mv amend* 
ment. 

Tlie Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

Sir, 1 accept the amendment. 

The motion that the Bengal Medical (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be 
recirculated for the purpose of eliciting further (»pinion thereon by the 
30th June^ 1941, was tlien put and agreed to. 


The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Billi 1940. ^ 

Babu KHAGENDflA NATH DA8*CUPTAs Sir, 1 l)eg to move 
that the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 194(1, he referred to a 
Select Committee consisting of 

(1) the Hon’hle Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Koy, Minister in charge 

of the Revenue Department, 

(2) Khan Bahadur A. M. L. Rahman. 

(3) Mr. Mufizuddin Ahmad, 
v4) Mr. Rajibuddin Tarafdar, 

(6) Maulvi Idris Ahmed Mia, 

(6) Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar, 

(7) Kazi Kmdadul Haque, 

(S) Mr. Anukul (3iaridia Das, 

(9) Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu, ^ 

(lU) Mr. Saty^apriya Banerji, 

(11) Mr. Upendra Nath Barman, 

(12) Mr. Shyama Prosud Barman, and 

(13) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their import by the 10th April, 1941, the 
number of members forming the quorum being five. 

The* Bill which I have just moved for reference to the Sele<4 
Committee is perhaps the shortest of all ever moved in this Legislature. 
Its iutention is to add five words only after a sub-section of a section 
of the Bengal Tenancy Act and thereby to extend the Act in its entirety 
• by its'own operation to the Jalpaigun district^ 
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Clause (I'D) of sub-section (S) of section 1 of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act excludes the scheduled distnets specified in the First Schedule to 
the Scheduled Districts Act, fi'om the application of this Act by 
its own operation. 

Jalpaiguri district was unfortunately placed in the list of the 
scheduled districts by re&lson of the inclusion in the district of the 
Western Duars which were ceded by the Government of Bhutan to 
the British Goveinment in the year 1804-05. 

Since then nothing has oc.cuiTed to disturb the peaceful tenor of 
its life so that not a single soldier is now thought necessary for main- 
tenance of order in the district or for the protection of the front iei — 
frontier raids being quite unknown. 

The indigenous population resemble in toU> their brothers in the 
neighbouring districts, socially, culturally and economically. What- 
ever might have been the state of affairs prevailing in this area in 
1874, these conditions have changed and no longer is there any necessity 
for differential treatment specially regarding land laws in comparison 
to the other districts of the province. 

The Bengal Tenancy A(‘t was paWd in 1885 and after the lapse 
of more than half a century conditions in the Jalpaiguri district have 
materially altered. There is no reason therefore why ordinary laws 
of the land tenure should not he made applicable to these areas. 

The Government of India Act, 1935, does not put the Jalpaiguri 
district or any portion thereof under the “P’xcluded or partially 
excluded area” and the district including the Duars is treated just like 
any other .dii^lricts of Bengal. This shows that even in the matter 
of reforms it was not considered desirable to put the Western Duars 
under the Excluded Area on account of the change in its conditions. 
The Scheduled Districts Act has now ceased to have effect under the 
Government of India (Adaptation of Indian Laws) Order, 1937, and 
Jalpaiguri is now' being administered us a “regulation” district. 

By a notification of the Government of Bengal, the Bengal Tenancy 
Act has been made applicable in its entirety to the permanently-settled 
portions only of the district. The Western Duars whiesh forms about 
two-thirds of the district is a Government khm niahaL The agricul- 
turists and cultivators of this tract have been denied the rights and 
privileges conferred and ret'ognised by the Bengal Tenancy Act. 

This Bill^has been brought fotward to secure uniformity in that 
respect amoifg the agricultural population of the district and to get 
justice done to the Duars tenants. 

It is true, the Government has extended the operation of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act to the Western Duars also by a notification in 1898 and 
by a superseding notification in 1933, but this extension has been so 
hedged round with resirtetions that it has all gone to waste. 
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AiMilysing the conditions, we find that firstly this Act has been 
extended subject to limitations and reservations to old maljota only, 
t.c., the jotes which existed before the annexation of the Western Ihiars 
by the British Government in 1864-65.^, All lands settled or resettled 
by the Government after 1888 or to be settled or resettled in future 
have been excluded from the operation. Fven these old mnl jotes if 
once resumed by the Government for nomi'ompliance of any of the 
harsh terms of the lease are excluded from the application of the Act. 

‘ No land law is applicable in these lands. 

Secondly, there are reservations contained in ])rovis<^ IV of the 
notification of 1983 mentioned above which stipulate tliut even for old 
maljotes if there is anthing in the Bengal Tenancy Act which is 
inconsistent with any terms and conditions of tlie leases granted or to 
be granted or renewed to the tenants by the Government, svich terms 
and conditions to the leases are or shall he enforced, notwithstanding 
an 3 rthing to the contrary contained in the same Act. 

The notification No. 9r)4T.It. of 1898 which first extended the 
Bengal Tenancy Act to the maljotes of the Western Duars intended 
to modify and restrict the application of the Act in favour of the ten 
existing leases only. It was then clear that on the expiry of those 
leases which were granted for 20 years only, the Tenancy Act would 
come into full force and effect, and it would then no longer he compe- 
tent to impose conditions inconsistent with the provisions of the Act. 
But most regretfully I have to mention it here that, after thirty yi'urs, 
the then Bureaucratic Government thought it fit to supersede* the above 
notification by notification No. 14(M)7L.R. of 1933 which restriclc<] the 
application of the Act most unjustly, arbitrarily and I say illegally 
even, in favour of the leases to he granted or to he renewed hereafter 
also as I stated before. The terms and conditi«)ns ot the leu'^es granted 
by the Government are ahs<dutel\ final throughout the whole of the 
Western Duars. These terms and conditions are such that the agritul- 
turists do not feel that they have got any right on the lands they 
cultivate, no matter even if for generations, 3 he leases are granted 
for 20 years only with a renewal clatise and with a fair warning that 
they will not he renewed unless the tenants or jtttvdars abide honest y 
by tbe conditions imposed, leaving always to tl.e Government the 
right change or modify the terms and conditions emlK)died. 

In the limited space of time at my disposal 1 can hut name just 
a few <5f the conditions. 

At the outset, let me say that the Western Duars was long ago 
fully, settled. Reclamation and colonisation of waste lands is not in 
progress there. 

I understand that the Government have so long opposed the extension 
of the Bengal Tenancy Act to this part of the country in order to k^p 
powers which they possess of making new conditions and modifying 



m 


NON-OFFICIAL BILLS. 


[28th Fm., 


old one*, unhampered by the Tenancy Act, and to put a stop to the 
increase of the non-resident capitalist class, although this -was not a fact 
in the Duars, by placing such anfeguards on the right of transfer as 
would prevent the jote of a resident cultivator from passing into the 
hands of a non-resident middleman. The Government tried the 
experiment. In 1916, the jotedars were dispossessed of their unrestrict- 
ed transferable and saleable rights which they had be foie. Certain 
conditions restricting the fundamental rights of the tenants were 
inserted in the transfer and sale clause. The sanction of the Deputy* 
Commissioner must be previously obtained in writing and he must be 
satisfied that the transferee honn fide intends to reside on or near the 
jote. But may I ask what has been the net result? The insertion of 
this (;ondition has hung like a millstone round the jotedars neck. His 
choice is thus narrowed down to persons witli those (|ualifirations. He 
must either sell lands to tea gardens or to persons having lands in 
the Duars. In times of difficulties, such as excessively high rent, the 
Sunset Law, and the present hard times whi<*]i taken togeiher are 
sufficient to create many, he cannot gel any loan at a mode? ate rate 
of interest from any bank, or lyan office or (o-operative credit society 
by mortgaging his land. He is compelled lo borrow money at a bigh 
rate of interest on very disadvantageous terms from a few non-Bengali 
merchant jotedars who are generally the purchasers. They had obtained 
some land in course of their business in happier and better times before 
these innovations. These money-lenders have now acquired immense 
areas in the Western Duars. Mr. Stuart, i.r.s., who was deputed as 
a Spe(’ial Officer to acertain the grievan(‘e^ of the hhus mahal tenants, 
in his report of 1938, acknowledged the fact. On i)age 14 he said; 
“At present Marwaries are practically the only purchasers of jofes.** 
On page 23, we also find “It has also been found necessary in the 
interests of rent collection to sell to money-lenders.” 

It will not be out of place if I mention it here that within a course 
of less than three years after the last settlement in 1935, 1,942 jotet 
in the Western Duars, as the Hon’ble Minister for Revenue informed 
this House in reply to a (luesticm, have (‘hanged their hands. 

These restric^tions have completely and miserably failed in a<‘hieving 
their purpose. Moreover, it affei'ted seriously the value of the land 
in the Duars. Free transfer of if permitted, would have made 

the land in the Duars valuable and so the lot of the tenants much 
better. 

All the (*o-sh^rs of a jote are, according to aimther term of the 
leases, jointly and severally liable for the entire rent, and the ebtire 
jote is liable to be sold for any portion of the rent due. Separate 
aeeounts are not allowed with regard to revenue payment. An 
ianooent co-sharer has to remain in great anxiety in spite of the payment 
of his .share of the rent being exposed to the chance of losing bit 
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property for the default of another, uiileiis he be well*to-do enough t<» 
pay off others’ liabilities as well. There is every chance for a poor 
man to be swindled out of his property by his cunning co-sharer who 
was planning to purchase the holding henami. The agriculturists of 
the Duars are denied the benefits of sections 10 and 11 of the Revenue 
Sales Law of 1859, althougli they are subjected to all hardships under 
the Act or of section 88 of the Bengal Tenancy Act. 

The chukanidars or ranfats immediately under a jotvdar or tenure- 
holder do not get any permanent right on lands even it they cultivate 
for generations. They have got no right to transfer or sell their lands 
without the previous sanction of their jotrdara. 

XJndeT-raiyats who have been in existence for generations have not 
been given any right so far. They are not recognised. 

Under the terms of the khas nuihal leases, if any land is acquired 
for public purposes, tlie tenant in occupation or his jotvdar cannot get 
any compensation for the land a(‘quired. Compensation realised goes 
to the Khas Mahal Fund. 

There is a clause in all lease forms which, if misused hy tahsildar^, 
can prevent any jotednr from bidding on rain-water in his land by 
erecting ridges or impr<»ving his land in uny other 

way if he has not taken previous permission from the Deputy (h)inmi«- 
aioner. /ote.v are liable to be resumed for uny breach of tcims of the 
lease without any reference to the C’ivil (’ourt. 

Tlie above arc some of the innumerable handicaps from which the 
cultivators suftcr. There are some other stringent terms of the lease 
which I refrain from mentioning here for fear of tiring the patience of 
this House with this long appeal. I hope I have said enough to nhow 
that the tenants of the Western Duars are but occupiers of land for the 
time being and are continually in tear of dispossession. 

^ The present land system in the Western Duars has a far-reaching 
consequence. It shows that while (lovernment insist on the full com- 
pliance, by the landlords of permanently-settled portions of the 
province, with the provisions of the Bengal Tenancy Act, it does not 
ccruple to have a different system in its own khan maluiL It further 
ahows that so far as its own interests are concerned, (iovernraent, by 
means of its contract, serves them in full, while it is indifferent to the 
interests of its tenants in general, and of the publie. 

it. Speaker, Sir, may I appeal to the members through you to 
please extend the benefit of the Bengal Tenancy Act to my constituency 
also and save a large number of your countrymen from unnecesMiry 
suffering and hardships as under present conditions and earn their 
gratitude. A few words more and I have finished. 
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This Bill was sent out for eliciting public opinion and I am glad 
Ihat it has received overwhelming support from my district. The 
Indian Association and the East Bengal Landholders’ Association also 
have lent their support. The Local Boards, the Pleaders and Muktears' 
Bar Associations of both Jalpaiguri and Alipur-Duars have whole- 
heartedly supported this Bill. The Jalpaiguri Municipality and all 
the Union Boards situated within the Western Duars have unanimously 
supported this measure. Even the Indian Tea Planters’ Association 
has whole-heartedly supported it. Opposition came from three bodies 
only — (1) the Duars Planters’ Association which is an Association of 
European Tea Planters; (2) the British Indian Association, an Associa- 
tion of reactionary big landholders, and (d) from the District Board, 
Jalpaiguri. It should be remembered here that this Board is composed 
of members two-thirds of which are directly or indirectly nominated by 
the Government and is completely under the domination of the 
European tea-planters. These planters opposed and so did the Govern- 
ment oflScers. Non-official mufassal members supported my Bill, but 
unfortunately they being in a perpetual minority were defeated by a 
majority of votes. 

There is another adverse critic, a defunct Jotedars’ Association 
which held no meeting for the last 5 or G years. The signatory for this 
Association confessed before me that no meeting of this Association was 
called or held to consider my Bill. So the opinion given was his 
personal opinion influenced by some unknown mysterious force. With 
these few words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of this 
House. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, 1 want the leave of the 
House to put in a few words in support of the very reasonable motion 
that has been moved by my honourable friend Mr. Khagendra Nath 
Das Gupta. Sir, 1 was wondering all the time that I was hearing him 
as to wdiether Jalpaiguri is living in the year 1941 or is still living in the'' 
middle ages. Sir, my wonder was all the greater in view of the fact 
that 1 am seeing in front of me two worthy members of the Cabinet 
who are gallant representatives of North Bengal and personally 
interested in the welfare of Jalpaiguri district. Sir, I do not like to do 
less than justice to the Hon’ble Ministers by thinking that they, are not 
alive to the interests of their tenants, but then at the same time 1 am 
amaxed by the fact that a measure which has been so long overdue, a 
measure which ought to have come from the Cabinet itself through the 
initiative of these two worthy members has been left neglected all this 
time, and 1 hope that the Ministers will not lose this opportunity which 
has been affonled to them by my friend of coming to the relief of this 
unfortunate district of Jalpaiguri. (Mr. Nishitha Nath EugniT: 
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They ought to be grateful.) My friend also reminds me that they 
ought to be grateful for this opportunity that has been afforded by my 
friend Khagen Babu. 

Sir, when the Bengal Tenancy Act was enacted and a discrimination 
was made with regard to the applicability of the provisions of the said 
Act, probably at that time there were some understandable, though not 
justifiable, reasons for such discrimination. Sir, Jalpaiguri has been 
comparatively a recent district and Jalpaiguri has from the very 
beginning been the centre of activities of persons whose influen(*es and 
moorings in this province we are out to uproot and remove as far as 
possible. And we know, vSir, that when Bengal was in the hands of 
European bureaucratic administration the European interests (u)upled 
with the assistance of the interests of the landholders and other vested 
interests there certainly might have had reasons for not extending the 
operation of the Bengal Tenancy Act to this district. But, Sir, I 
through you would ask the members of the ('abinet, particularly Sir 
Bijoy in charge of the Revenue Department, and also my friends 
Mr. Raikut and Nawah Sahib, who are men of that district. We have 
before us a Hindu stalwart Prince and a Muslim stalwart Nawah of 
whom much is expected on behalf of the Jalpaiguri distriid.. May 1 
ask them through you as to why the thou.sands of poor peasants of 
Jalpaiguri district who are the backbones of the district, who are also 
the brick and mortar of the peace and prosperity of these two Ministers 
in their private capacity, have been kept in the cool sliade of neglect 
and oblivion K 

Sir, we have got many a quarrel with the present Cabinet, but when 
we want to go hack to the year 11137 when the Bengal Tenancy 
Amendment Act was brought on the floor of the House and we on this 
side of the House, irrespective of all our individual differences, very 
gladly co-operated wdth the efforts of the Cabinet in trying to extend 
the operations of the Bengal Tenancy Act in such a way as to mean 
'greater comfort and better facilities for these largest numbers. Sir, 
to-day the principle of any democratic Government, he it of Bengal or 
of any other province, is that that must mean the greatest good to the 
greatest number and there is no dispute that the greatest number means 
the peasantry of Bengal, and in that view of the matter we should put 
our heads together in order to secure the two fundamental principles of 
progressive legislation in tenancy matters, namely, fixity of tenure and 
stability of rent. Here, Sir, even though the Bengal Tenancy Act laid 
dowff« provisions for enhancement of rent and similar other measures, 
we have unanimously decided to hold back the operation of those 
provisions. We have at least temporarily set back the powers of the 
law in the matter of the enhancement of rent. Sir, Jalpaiguri is as 
Q^neh a part of Bengal as any other district is. Why should there be 
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any digerimination between Jalpaigruri and the other parts of tjie 
province K Jalpaiguri is as much a contributing factor to the coffers 
of the public exchequer as any otjler district is. Jalpaiguri also takes a 
large share of the revenues of the Bengal Government. Why should 
the people of dalpaiguri be deprived of the facilities which are not only 
provided for in the Bengal Tenancy Act but which have also been 
enlarged by our own efforts, by a combination of efforts of all parties 
of this House only in the year 1937. 

Sir, so far as the question of fixity of tenure is concerned, that has 
also been the policy of this House unanimously that people whose rights 
were fickle have been given solidified rights. They have been given 
better protection from easy ejectment. Sir, rights which were not 
there have been given to tenants ki lands; rights which were compara- 
tively fickle have been solidified to the benefit of the toiling masses of 
the province. What earthly reason is there for Talpaiguri not getting 
the benefit of this progressive legislation which has been given to the 
rest of the province in such a large measure H 

Sir, we have been hearing for a long time the |)itiful tales of 
Jalpaiguri peasantry. Even in the year 1937 my friend Khugen Babu 
in connection with budget cut motions tried to raise this question and 
to attract the attention of the Government, but, Sir, his efforts failed 
at that time and he was given a sort of assurance that the matter would 
be lf>oked into in future. Then be took the usual course of bringing a 
Bill — not a very big Bill, not a very ambitious Bill. This Bill only 
seeks the introduction of a few words, namely, it wants to come away 
from the rigours and fetters of the Scheduled Districts Act and a few 
words added to the Bengal Tenancy Act would give all the benefits to 
Jalpaiguri tenants which are being enjoyed by the rest of the province. 

Now, Sir, bis Bill was circulated for public opinion and we have 
just heard him say that not only Jalpaiguri people but also representa- 
tive public opinion of different kinds lias also been in favour of thig 
Bill, It has now cume to its next stage, and he wants to have a Selects 
Committee to sit upon this Bill so that the Select Committee may 
consider the [)ros and cons of the provisions and the questions raised 
and so that the Jalpaiguri people may he given the advantages more 
quickly in this matter. 

Sir, this question of the Jalpaiguri tenantry has not been raised in 
this House for the first time. This question was also dragged into other 
forum. You kuo^y in some of the Provincial Conferences of the 
Congress of this province we had this question under discussion* and 
the Kriahak organisation, which have (considered the major problems of 
the Bengal tenantry, have also considered it from different platfonns. 
There has been an overwhelming volume of public opinion of all shadea 
in favour of the Bill which has n(>w been brought by nty friend BolM 
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Eiiagendra Nath Das Gupta before the House. Sir, Jalpaiguri people 
have suffered lon^^ and enough and it is time that some suooour sliould 
be given to this tenantry. I appeal, Sir, in the first place, to’the two 
worthy Ministers who are sitting in the Cabinet. I hope they will rise 
to the height of the occasion. I hope they will see that this opportunity 
is not turned down, that this opportunity is taken for sitting over the 
sorrows and misfortunes of the Jalpaiguri people. I appeal to the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Boy, the Kevenue Minister, ti> see that 
this discrimination which is going on for some time — 1 should say, for 
a very long time — is set at rest once and for all. I would also apj>eal 
to my brother members of the Coalition Party that this is a matter in 
which they should take interest as if it is their own. Jalpaiguri is only 
one of the districts, it is one of the many districts which have sent 
representatives to this House. Sir, we have got members of the 
Legislative Assembly returned from Jalpaiguri. \Vc have got our 
Bengal (Government in Jalpaiguri. AVe have got our peasiiiitry and 
tenantry in Jalpaiguri. 

Sir, all this 'problem is a problem of the whole province, and I hope 
my friends of the (Coalition Party will in their wisdom see their way to 
supporting this modest motion for reference to the Select (hunmittee, so 
that in the near future we can see that the Select Committee in their 
wisdom have given a Bill which will not only be consistent with our 
policy in this House, namely, giving the maximum relief to the largest 
number, but also consistent with the legitimate demands of the 
Jalpaiguri people, which demands ought to have been fulfilled long, 
long ago. (Applause.) 

Babu UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
support the motion rntived by my friend Mr. Khagendra Nath Das 
Gupta, Ivet me say at the outset that it is with a feeling of despair 
at the professed utility of the present system of land laws in khus 
ytnahul in the Western Duars that makes me definite in supporting the 
motion. All the good intentions which might have originated the 
existing land laws have been nullified and as matters now stand they 
are operating adversely and harshly upon the tenants. Hence the only 
remedy lies in intnulucing the Bengal Tenamy Act tn ejrtcnso in that 
part of Bengal, To eluridate my contention I shall deal with two 
aspects of the matter in brief. My first point is that the system of 
kha* vuilml administration is no longer suited to that area. It has 
denisd valuable rights to the tenants without conferring any 
corresponding benefits. 

It is contended that introduction of the Bengal Tenancy Act and 
its anrestricted subinfeudation |vill go to increase the rents of agri- 
cultural tenants. I beg to submit «that in spite of the fact that the 
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right of subinfeudation is denied to the chukanidar, the rent of the 
agricultural tenants has reached its furthest taxing lim:^ and is far 
in excesi of that of the neighbourfiig tenaits — ^residents of permanently- 
settled areas. The inevitable money-making policy of this khas mahal 
or zemindari of Government has rack-rented the tenants by settlement 
after settlement so much so that any zemindar with equanimity and 
<*omplacency can point out to the deplorable condition of k}uis mahal 
tenants in the Duars. 

The 90 per cent, of jotedars and cent, per cent, of chukanidars are 
denied the right of free transfers. The argument advanced in Its 
support is that this valuable right of property is denied to them to 
save them from non-agriculturist middlemen and money-lenders. Sir, 
whatever might be the original intentions of the Government, it is a 
naked fact now that HU(‘h a contention is a colossal hoax. A few of 
the very same money-lender class, somehow or other, have got their 
names mutated. The result is, as has been elaborately shown by my 
friend, that those few mahajaiu are the only money-lenders and the 
sole (combined purchasers of jutes in the Duars. There is no other 
possible source of money supply and at least more than half of Duars 
jote have already passed into their liunds at a fabulously low price. 
To cite an instance, a jote comprising 300 acres of good paddy lands 
has been purchased at a certificate sale for lis. 500 only. I can 
multiply iastances after instances of this nature. Another uniform 
action of this money-lender class is that just after purchase of jote 
rights, they go on taking all steps to eject, buy up, or oust all the 
helpless chukanidars at a nominal cost and turn the whole area into a 
khas khamar cultivated by adhiars or labourers. I refrain from 
demonstrating to the House the processes that are adopted, but I must 
say that the present law instead of coming to the help of the tenants, 
operate adversely and help the mahajan in his evil design. The House 
will kindly remember that these are the only two kinds of tenancies 
under the Duars khas mahal. The darchuknnidar or under-tenant is 
not recognised by law. And their position is much more deplorable. 

My next topic is the administration itself. And here is another 
series of piteous tales. Here also, at the outset, I must tell 
the Ho\i.se that in criticising the administration, I do not like 
to cast any reflection on the individual yfficers, but I am here to 
criticise the system itself. 1 had the opportunity to come itf contact 
more or less, with many Deputy Commissioners, some of whom are 
still in the present Secretariat eminence, and who were men of the 
best type — kind and full of sympathy. My argument rather is, that 
in spite of the superintendence of such good-hearted gentlemen, many 
gaping instances of hardships and indifference have occurred and are 
still occurring. I shall cite one instance — a gaping wound caused 
because of the system itself. 1 can multiply such instances. 
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, Sir, within the tahiil of Falakata, stand several tea gardens. By 
the side of two gardens, three streams — Pagli, Sukti and Gorgofida — 
used to flow. Now the tea gardens applied to divert the course of these 
three streams evidently for the safety of their gardens, which was 
permitted by the Deputy Commissioner. Pagli and Sukti diverted 
to Gorgonda swelled up into one torrential river and rushed through 
the heart of Taluk Dalgaou, once a rich paddy area. With the advent 
of rains, Gorgonda became wild and furious and laid waste the UUuk 
by throwing up coarse sands and boulders far and wide. Tfir poor 
tenanU hid no icmedy hecauar they had no riyhta. On their petition 
Mr. King, the tn<;n executive engineer, himself enqtiired and reported 
that 40 per ceni . of the paddy lands Imve been made unfit for culti- 
vation. The tenants got the permissi(»n to raise hands and excavato 
irrigation channels. But the tenants had no money and had to borrow 
Rs. 600 from a big co-sharer, Feteh Chand Muhesri, who did not 
contribute a single farthing. There was a bumper crop, but the buftd 
gave way towards the close of the ruins and after that during these 
long 5 or 6 years the tenants are at their starvation point. Many of 
them have left their ancestral Inmies, purchased by Fateh Chand 
Mahesri at a nominal price, and the rest have reached their last 
resisting power. Now% Sir, it is said that Government khas mahal is 
a beneficent zeminduri mahal. But here you will find a difl’erent tale. 
As far back as two years ago, after the tenants’ attempt to get help 
from Government failed, I personally took up the matter. As a 
consequence, two successive Alipur Duars Subdi visional GtHcers, one 
of whom was a European I.C.S. Gflicer, prepared a scheme and an 
estimate costing only Rs. l,o(M) and strongly recommended for a 
substantial grant from the Government. The Sadar Subdi visional 
Officer was ever ready to send up the malter to (Government. But, 
Sir, the kha.s mahal officer was ever reluctant and at last disposed of 
the file with a remark of historic importance in the annals of kha 4 
waluil administration. His last remark is — that the ]»etitioners are 
not the tenants of Government and khai Tnahil money can’t be spent 
for them. Until and unless they are prepared to come up wdth proper 
finance, the matter l>e dropped. The Deputy Commissioner's order 
below the remark is, “I agree.” I apprehend this order was passed 
as a matter of course by dittoing the report of a khait rnahil officer 
without going into the long details of the heavy file. After that I 
have prayed to the Hon'ble Minister in charge of khan mahal land 
revenue — piteously crying for redress — but to my utter disappointment 
khax mahal zemindar has so far shown only lip-sympathy. I now 
piteously implore the people’s representatives, whether they would 
like 8uch*a state of affairs to continue any longer. There is a limit to 
human endurance and that limit has bt^n oveHaxed. 

There is another more piteous tale, but I refrain from alhfding to* 
because I apprehend t^t the matter is still sub^udice. 
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My last appeal to the Hoii^e is that if we have shown a privid facie 
case in favour of the motion, we can certainly crave the indulgence 
of this House to send this Bill^ to th^^ Select Committee for more 
detailed examination. • 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 

(After adjoumrntent.) 

The Hon’bki Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Mr. Deputy 

Speaker, Sir, my honourable friend, Mr. Sanyal, has jnade an appehl 
to the sentipient of the members of the Treasury Benches. I may 
assure him that though we have not lost all sentiment, still we have 
to approach this public questioji in the light of (‘old reason rather 
than of sentiment 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Hear! hear! 

The Hon’hle Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; So, 1 am afraid 
I cannot oblige him by acTeding to his request. 

Turning now to the merits of the question, 1 must say that when 
I listened to the speech delivered by the mover of this motion or his 
supporter, Hahu Upendra Nath Barman, I was imdined to think that 
they were really supporting the cause of tlie immey-leiider or of the 
big tenure-holders rather tlmn of the cultivating rniifuts. What are 
the advantages conferred on the cultivating rntjjat under the present 
system, and what are his disadvantages!^ These are the two points 
which should be examined dispassionately and carefully. Sir, out of 
the 27 districts in Bengal, I think Jalj»aiguri is one of the districts 
where the Bengal Tennn<*y Act does not operate, and there must be 
sufficient justification for this discrimination. But, 1 ask, is it a 
discrimination disadvantageous to a touant or is it in favour of the 
tenant!' Sir, 1 have heard times without number on the floor of the 
House the allegation that lands are passing out of the hands of the 
cultivators into the hands of the money-lenders, reducing the culti- 
vating tenants iut(( ordinary labourers. Now‘ one of the argumenU 
advanced in support of that theory is that because the tenants have 
been given the free right of transfer and they are indebted, so tJiey 
cannot resist this temptation when people with money come and offer 
them price for their holdings. Sir, the least's of i/wif jotes provide 
certain safeguards |gainst such temptations, and these are well known 
to my friends. Now, I will quote one instani'e. Very recently* ^His 
Excellency tlie (Governor had to introduce a regulation for safeguarding 
the interests of the almriginal cultivators in the partially excluded 
areas of Mymensingh, and I had the privilege of going into the details 
uf that problem. And what did I find in tliat connection? 1 found 
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tkftt ft wry large nuBiber of simple abr^igitial rultiwt^rB had been 
deprited of their holdings by money-ltnders, by people who were 
anxiima to extend their acreage, and these original owners o| holdings 
gere reduced to the position of sieves <i!i their own lands. Therefore, 
the Governor had to issue regulation for the restoration of £)uise lauds 
with retrospective effect and also to issue instnudions to the Collectors 
for making free use of the pow^'ts conferred on them under (Miapter 
.VII A of the Bengal Tenancy Act. Now, Sir, the tenants in the 
•lulpaiguri district are mostly aboriginals— — 

Mr. KHACENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: No, no 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, the real 
inhabitants of the Duars are Koches and other aboriginal tribes. 
There were other tribes as well, e.//.. the Garos, who have left foi^ 
Assam, for they prefer jungles, whereas the Sonthals and the Oranga 
have taken their place. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Ma\ 1 know whul the Hoirble 

Minister is reading froml^ 

Thft Hofi’bift Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; 1 am reading 
from a document which is in my iKmscHsi(»n. In view' of that fact, 
the\ rc(|nirc special ]»rotection. The <-oinlitions prevailing in the 
Westefn Dnars and the conditions prevailing in other parts of the 
jn'ovince are not exactly the same. .ILi/ leases jn-ovide certain 

terms which safeguard the interests of the cultivating raiffafs. NoW' 
some of the safegnards, so tar as 1 rememher, are that the minimum 
holding should be five acres and individuals should be prevented from 
acquiring large areas. That the raniatu should be residents of the 
place in order to prevent money-lenders, Marw-nris and outsiders 
a(‘<]niring interest in the rnal jotes. 

Another salutary juovisbm is tlie pieveution of sub-leiiing, so that 
rack-renting may not take place. So, it Government decide to ext<*nd 
the provisions of the Bengal Teiiui^cy Act to these backward areas, its 
only effe< 5 t will l)e that these aboriginal tenants, these simple culti- 
vators, will be deprived of their holdings and they will pass into the 
bands of. persons having longer purse. (Mr. Si rkndra N\th Biswas ; 
Why don’t you put the whole of Bengal under the benelicent provi- 
sions of this iiieasurey) This is a proposal, Sir, wbieli Government 
cann^ therefore agree to. 

ft 

Mr. NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU: Does not the Hon’ble lliniater 
know that there is a provision of protection of the aboriginals in the 
Bengal Tenancy Act as wellf. 
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Tht Hon’bl* Sir BIJOY^RASAD 8INCH ROYl I have already 

stated that Chapter YIIA ^ the Bengal Tenancy Act is there and 
Gavemme^t had to make us^ of Chapter VII A in the partially 
excluded area in the Mymensin^ district. So, that shows that the 
aboriginals require special protection. What is the justification for^ 
Government's withdrawing the protection which these aboriginal 
tenants enjoy at the present moment F 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA S What is the percentage 
of aboriginals in the peasantry of that district? 

Tha.H0ffl*ble Sir BliiOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Quite a large 
percentage, I think the majority of the tenants belong to the 
aboi;|gin^l tribes* 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: We challenge that statement. 

Tha Hon’bla Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: These are the 
main grounds, Sir. There is another ground, namely, that in 
the tea garden areas, lands which are not suitable for grow- 
ing of tea are generally let out to the tea garden coolies 
and H the tea garden coolies are given occupancy right and 
transferable right they will sell the lands which will then pass but of 
the hands of these tea garden coolies to outsiders and will thus create 
a situation which will be inimical to the interests of the tea industry. 

I hope, Sir, that the House does not support the idea of crippling the 
tea industry which is one of the few valuable industries that we have 
in this proviuce. Both Indians and Europeans do profit by that, and 
I am perfectly certain that my friends opposite will not view the 
situation with pleasure or equanimity if the Indian tea industry is 
driven out of the land. 

In this view of the matter T am afraid Government must oppose 
this Bill. If conditions were the same as in some of the developed 
areas of this province, probably there would not have lu'cn much 
objection to our extending the piovisions of the Bengal Tenancy Aci^ 
to lalpuiguiu. But Government have given very careful consideration 
to this (juestion. ‘They ''have gt)t before them the opinion of expert 
revenue (officers — otticers who have*^ devoted their life to the develop- 
ment of this district. I think that Government have no justification 
in goiiig against the opinion of these officers and in ignoring the 
interest of persons who re<iuire protection. So, Sir, I oppose this 
motion . 

The motinu bf Babu Khagendra Hath Das Gupta that the 'llengal 
Tenancy (Amendment) Bill* 1940, be referred tn a Select Comkittee, 
conoiating of — 

(1) the Hon’ hie Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, Minister^in-charge 
of the Revenue Bepa];toent, 
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(fi) Khan Bahadur A. M. L. Bahmau, 

(3) Mr. Mafizuddin Ahmed, 

(4) Mr. Rajibuddiii Tarafdar, 

(5) Maulvi Idris Ahmed Mia. 

(6) Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar, 

(7) Kazi Emdadul Haque, 

(8) Mr. Anukul Chandra Das, 

(9) Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu, 

( 10) Mr. Satyupriya Bauer jee, 

(11) Mr- Upendra Nath Barman, 

(12) Mr. Shyama Prosad Barman, and 

(Id) Babii Klia^reudra Nath Das (lupta (the mover), 


with instructions to submit their report by the 10th April, 1941, the 
number oi members forming the quorum l)eing five, was then put and 
a division taken with the following result — 


Aki N*Ma4« Sarktr, Mavivi. 
Bantrji, Mr. P. 

Btfltrii. Mr. tatya Priya. 

Barma, Baka PrtMliarl. 

Baraafk, taka Ikya«a Prauk. 
Barman, Baku Uptnkra Math. 
Bata, Mr. lantMk Kumar. 

BUurai, Mr. lurtakra Natk. 

Bum. Mr. karat Okankra. 
Okaukkuri, Bal Harunkra Natk. 
Daa Bupta, Baku Kkatankra Natk. 
Oa« Bupta, Irijut Narunkra Natk. 
Oalui, Mr. Narunkra Natk. 
Emkakul Nafuu, Rati. 

Biatukkin Akmak, Mr. 

Bauvami, Mr. Tulai Gkankra. 
Bapta, Mr. kafttk Ckankra. 

Bnpla, Mr. k. N. 


AYEt~3S. 

Hauaa AM Ofctnrkkury, Mr. tyak. 
kalan. Mr. I. 0. 

Kumar, Mr. Alul Okankra. 
Kunku, Mr. NIukHka Natk. 

Mai, Mr. Iiwar Okaakra. 

Maakai, Mr. Amrtta Lai. 

Mankal, Mr. KrUkna Prauak. 
Mapkui NaiaiB, Mr. 

Mulllcfc. IrlJut Aukutauk. 

Buy, Mr. Okaru Okaakra. 

Bay. Mr. Kiukarl Pati. 

Buy, Mr. Maamatka Natk. 
taayai, Mr. laianka kukkar. 
•un.BupU, Mri. Nultiu. 
tkakukali, Mr. 

•lafka, Baku Rikuira Balk, 
tiaka, IrlJut Maaiakra Bkauta. 


AMal Alia, Maalaaa Mk. 

Akkul Halt, Mr. MJa. 

AMal Majik. Mr. tyuk. 

Akkat Wakak Kkaa, Mr. 

Akkar Bakmaa, Kkaa Bakakar A. P. M. 
Akkar Baakauk, Maatvi Mk. 

ANkT Baal, Kkaa laklk Maatvi i. 
Akkaliiatalak Malik. Dr. 

Akkar Baitak,’ Maatvi. 

Akal Qaaaam, Maatvi. 

Attak AM. Mr. 

Akmak AN Mrtkka. Maalvi. 

14 • 

t 


IIOEI-74. 


Bnkmyra. Mr Haary, Bart. 

Blaaat, Mr. Baulk Lai. 

Mark. Mr. I. A. 

Oai, Bat saklk KIrH Bkauaa. 

Ekkar, Mr. Upaakraaalk. 
rarkak Bata Oktakkary. Mr. M. 
Parkat Bkka Kkaaan, Bagam. 

Paatal QaakH. Kkaa Bakakar Maatvi. 
PaMar Bakaiaa, Mr. (Daaaa). 
pailar BakmM, Mr. (MyaMaalagkJ. 
Balam larwar Haaaiai. Mr. Ikak lytk. 
Baraag. Mr. Daaikar Magk. 
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VMliarnifl tit Hti'Mt Nawai, Kiaa 

taiaiar. 

Mattafaviai Naiat, Mr. tfti. 

Naaiy, tit Hta’Mt Maiaraja trfttiaaira, at 
Ottiiaiiaxar. 

Natarallai, Nawaiaatfa K. 

Itaiaiaa, Kiaa taialar A. ■. L. 

Raikat, tit Hta’ilt Mr. Prataaaa Dti. 

Rasaar Raiaiaa Kiaa, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Oiaaaa)ajf. 

Ray, Mr. Ratiraai. 
tadaruMia Aiaitd, Mr. 
tairaddia Aiaitd, Haji. 
laitit'Alaai, Mr. Bytd. 
taiim, Mr. 8. A. 

•trajal iHaai, Mr. 
liaiaiaddin, Mr. Kiwaja, C.B.E. 

•iatlair. Mr. d. F. 
lirdar, Btia Litta Maada. 

Iialti, Mr. H. Braiaal. 

•tark, Mr. A. P. 

•ptiltr, Mr. d. H. 

Sttvta, Mr. d. W. R. 
tairawardy, tit Hon'ilt Mr. H. 8. 

Taaiiiaddia Kiaa, tit Hta’Mt Mr. 

Walktr, Mr. W. A. M. 

Zaiar Aiaitd Cioadiary, Maalvi. 

Ayes being 35 and the Noes 74, the motion was lost. 

The Adi Ganga Improvement BilK 1937. 

Mr. P. BANERill: Sir, I beg to move under the proviso to rule 
19(i^) ot the Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules that the 
Adi Ganga Improvement Bill, 1937, be continued. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, I beg further to move that the Adi 
Ganga Improvement Bill, 1937, be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of — 

(1) the Hon'ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of Cossimbazar, 

Minister in charge of Communications and Works 
Department, 

(2) Khan Sahib Maulvi Jasimuddin Ahmed, 

(3) Mr. Anukul Chandra Das, 

(4) Rai Jogesh Chandra Sen Bahadur, 

(5) Mr. Ashutosh Mullick, 

(6) Mr. Kiittn Sankar Roy, 

(7) Khan Bahadur A. F. M. Abdur Rahman, 

(8) Babu Prem Hari Banna, 

( 9 ) Babu Kshetra Nath Singha, 


MaiiiMltai, tit NM*il« Niwai Raiadur K^ dt 
DtMd. 

NaSivddln SiMdiarl, Maalvi. 

HatMaiitMiM, Maalvi Md. 

Hailaa Martitd, Mrs.. M.l.E. 

Hatdaially daaiadar, Kiaa iaili Maalvi. 

Haadry, Nr. David. 

Miywaad, Nr. Raftrt. 

Idrli Aiaiad Mia, Maalvi. 

flalaladdia Aimad, Kiaa Raiadar Maalvi. 

Kaiiraddin Kiaa, Kiaa Raiadar Maalvi. 

Kaitai Aii Nina, iaiiiiada Kawaa dai lyad. 
Kaaaady, Mr. I. «. 

McRragar, Mr. R R. 

MaMai, Naiarajkaaiar Uday Oiaad. 

Maadai, Mr. dagat Riaadra. 

Naairaddka Akiaad, Maalvi. 

MUM, Mr. 0. W. 

Margaa, Mr. R., O.I.E. 

NaMam All MaUai, Maalvi M. 

Maiaaiaiti Hag. Maalvi Md. 

Makamaiad Atial, Kiaa Raiadar Maalvi lyad. 
Makaaiaiad Ikrakiai. Maalvi. 

Makaanaad larail, Maaivl. 

Makaaiaiad tfddigua, Kkan Raiadar Or. Syad. 
MaUiak. tka Haa*ila Mr. Makaada Btkary. 
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(10) Mr. Dhananjoy Roy, 

(11) Mr. Syed Jalaliuldin Haahemy, 

(12) Mr. C. Crriffiths, 

(Ui) Mr. H. K- J^orton. 

(14) Mr. M. Shunisuddiii Ahmed, and, 

(15) Mr. P. Baiierji (tlu* mover), 

with iuatructioiis to Hubiiiit their report by the ^iOth June, 1941, 
the number of members forming the quorum being five. 

Sir. in moving my motion, I to submit that since I iutroduied 
the Bill the Hon'ble Minister who is in charge of this department 
gave us an assurance that .something would be done in this dire<*tion. 
He has, of course, .started some work not within the portion of Adi 
Ganga which is retern‘d to in my Bill, but beyond the Garia Bridge 
up to Peali river. 1 must say that the most important portion is 
from Kidderpore to Garia Bridge. Now, if this portion is not 
improved, then there is no point in starting the w'ork, 1 should say, 
from the wrong direction, for all water from the Hooghly passes 
through this side. This is the most important point, becausi* people 
from all parts of the country go to Kalighat on pilgrimage and they 
have their ablution in the Adi Ganga. 8o this portion is of all- 
India importanc<* and specially to Hindus. This portion has mostly 
become dri(*d up and water here is also very much polluted, and if 
this portion is not excavated and ii the flow does not i*onn‘ from the 
Hooghly, th<* locality w'ill heeome very unhealthy, and if the people 
are allowed t^i have their ablution in this pidluted water, then there is 
every chance of epidemic breaking out. It is well known that in 
this part of Calcutta — particularly in Kalighat- -epidemic diseases 
are always prevalent, specially cholera. Now. in the inicrest of the 
cit,\ of ('alcutta and also in the interest of all pilgrims coming to this 
jiart from all o\er India, it is necessary that this portion should be 
immediately taken up and improved instead (»f beginning the work 
from the wrong side So. I hope the Hon’hle Minister will realise 
the importame of this work and that without depending on the 
Improvement Trust, as suggested, it will he possible for him to take 
up the work on his own initiative. I trust he will be pleasiul to 
accept this motion. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cotaim- 
bazar: Sir, I regret I have to opjKise this motion on the ground that 
the «ill is superfluous. It i.s known to yon, Sir, that the Ganges, or 
the Bhagirathi as we now call if, left its old course a few centuries 
back near Kidderpore at Hastings Point and moved westwards till it 
joined with the river Rupnarain and then went southwards to the 
sea. The abandoned bed of the old Ganges is popularly known as 
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the Adi (lauga. As is usual with all abandoned riverbeds, it 
gradually shrunk and silted up and the portion below Barnipur could 
hardly be traced. Sir, it was in 1777 that Major Tolly connected the 
Bhagirathi or the Hooghly with the river Bidyadhari by excavating 
a portion of the Adi Ganga and also by cutting a canal. His object 
was chiefly to facilitate river communication and also to improve the 
condition of Bidyadhari. Sir, the House may be aware of the 
imp(»rtan1 part tiiis Bidyadhari played in carrying the sewerage ot 
this great city ever since the introduction of underground drainage. 
Unfortunately the Bidyadhari could not be kept alive due to various 
causes and it had its rej)ercus.>ion (ni the improved portion of this 
channel, t.e., the northern portion of the Adi Ganga. As a result 
that portion gradually got deteriorated. Government in the past have 
spent a considerable sum of money for the improvement of Bidyadhari, 
but with no eft'e(;t. In the year 1917-18 attempt was made to investi- 
gate into the possibility to imj)rove the southern portion of the Adi 
Ganga, but it w^as found to he an impossible proposition. 

Sir, the Bill proposes to take uj) the im]>rovement work and main- 
tain it with the help of the ('alcutta (Corporation and the District 
Board of the 24-Parganas and also to meet tin* cost by imposing a 
terminal tax on pilgrims, an additional rate on the owners and 
occupiers ot holdings abutting on the roads which would he construi’ted 
along the hanks. Sir, on the 1st Dectuuhei, 1 moved for the 

circulation (»f this Bill, and I have now got the views oi those 
important bodies which are intended to operate the Bill. Sir, the 
District Board of the 24-Parganas have said that the Bill is too 
premature The re]>ly from the (hahutta Improvement Trust is that 
the Trust cannot undiTtnke aiu fresh commitment Besides, Sir, it 
would he (Hit side the jurisdiction of the Trust. The Corporation of 
Calcutta have ahsiduteiy taken no interest in the matter and have 
sent no reply to our letter. 

Sir, T trust my honourable friend (loe< not want us to undertake 
improvement of that portion of the Adi Ganga which is considered 
by experts to be hydraiilii ullj an iiupo,*isihle proposition. But it he 
be thinking of the portion l>etween KiddeijHue and Chetla which 
passes by the famous temple of Kali of Kalighat, I may assure him 
that w'e have already taken steps to re-excavate the same. As a matter 
of fact, this scheme, which ray friend should have known, was 
approved by this Legislature and included in our current year's 
budget. ]*art qf the work, ?.e., between Chetla and Gharia, has 
already been finished. This year we propose to take up the. next 
section, that is, fnim Chetla to Kidderpore. Our experts feel that if 
this is done, that is, the portion from Kidderpore to Gharia is 
improved, the section from Gharia to Samukpota will automatoilly 
im prove. 
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. We hiue. Sir, also prej>iue{l aiu»lliei M-lienie whii Ji luy friend may 
have noticed in the 194142 bndpet for the improvement of Bidyadhari 
and Peali rivers. By tliat s<*heme it is proposed to put up a cross- 
biX'ud across the Bidyadhari. Improvement would be effected to the 
upper portion of Bid\adhari and the lower portion of Peali. It is 
intended to stoj) the ineetin^^ of the tides rominjr from the IVuli and 
Bidyadhari and choking- up of the latter. It this done, it is 
expected not onl\ to impno** Bid\adhari uiul Pcalli but also help 
to improve that portion of the Tolly’s Nullah from (iharia to Sjimuk- 
pota as well. If we succeed in o\ir (dlort. I believe my friend will 
have no prround for complaint. 


Sir, aft(M what 1 havi* >tatcd. it will be mUiced that there is 
absolutely no necessity for having a Select Cotumittee for this j)urpose, 
not to vspeak of having an Act passed on this account and to uniieces- 
sarily tax the pili^'rims and the house-owners and also to force the 
hands ol parti<‘> who are n<»t wlllin^^ to ('o-o]>erate with us in thin 
matter 


Sir, iiia\ I now, a)»|>oal in in\ trioiid not in nifs" hi" motion ^ 


Mr. P. BANERJI: It the assuramu* ot tlu* llon'hle Minister is 
translated into action, I think tua purpose will he s<‘rved. and I do 
not want to press my motion. 

The motion ot Mr. P. Banerp. that the Adi (ian^a Improvement 
Bill. 1 ftdi , he rideiied to a Select ( 'ommitt«*e .consiMtiiij,;- of - 

(It the ILm hie Maharaja Srise.iiandia Nand_\, of ( ’ossimbaKar, 
Minister in « har^o* ot ( ’ommunications and Works 
Department, 

(2) Khan Sahil) Manl\i Ja^immldin Ahmed, 

(d) Mr Anukul rhuiidra Das, 

(4) Bai Jogesh (’handra Sen Bahadui. 

(o) Mr. A"huto.sh Muli«k. 

(h) Mr Kirmi Sankai Hoy. 

(7) Khan Bahadur A. F. M. Abdur Kahman, 

(8) Babu Prem Hari Barma, 

• .(9) Babu Kslietra Nath Singha. 

(10) Mr. Dhananjoy Roy, 

(11) Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy, 

.(12) Mr. C. Griffiths. 
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(13) Mr. H. R. Norton, 

(14) Mr. M. Shainsuddin Ahmed, and 

(15) Mr. P. Banerji (the mover), 

with instructions to submit their report by the 30th June, 1941, the 
number of members forming the quorum being five, was then by leave 
of the House withdrawn. 


The Bengal Marriage Dowry Prohibition Bill, 1M0. 

Mauivi IDRI8 AHMED MIA: Sir, I beg to move that the Bengal 
Marriage Dowry Prohibition Bill, 1940, be referred to a Select Com- 
mittee consisting of — 

(1) the Hon’ble Nawab MusharniU Tlossain, Khan Bahadur, 

Minister in charge of the Judicial Department, 

(2) Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas, 

(3) Haji Safiruddin Ahmad, 

(4) Mauivi Mohammad Israil, 

(5) Mr. (liusuddin Ahmed, 

(6) Mr. Rasik Lai Biswas, 

(7) Mr. Monrnohan Das, 

(8) Rai .logesh Chandra Sen Bahadur, 

(9) Mr. Tswar Chandra Mai, 

(10) Mr. Atul Chandra Kumar, 

(11) Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu, and 

(12) Mauivi Idris Ahmed Mia tthe mover). 

with instructions to submit their report by the I5th March, 1941, the 
number of members forming the quorum being five. 

^ c?*n i 

i 

^ ^ c5Ttz?R ^<(7 ; 5r <? r bH.4 c*r4i 

1 inrs (?rwi ^ ^ fBn ’Ri7ffcr?r 

yropi wrwTT 4r«t?ps ^ ^ 

^ ^ ftcsw Sewn tprew 
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cWw^i ▼ff'f 

<7FT^ C5ir?c*^ ^ ^ ftc*N ^Fim f^r^swsf^ yjr? ♦nr 

’r'tf%^ S^nr *rtfWts?n ^ i yR^ ^ff^^rtyitnr 

tfTOT^ f^lvsWsnr W%?:^ i ^arwnr 

jrTcw ^ (TFT (TFR ^Fftrnr w^ ^[^unr tr^t i?r^ «nr5 

f?3TTC3 ♦ftini ^5tn ct? f^Rsnr (r5r?r(TrniOTr <?i^‘ twr ^"st 
T^r$ ^ T5 I 

^ ^‘STtOTn minority =^fiRl 

=?iF I ’^wr ^ Tu ^tmn ♦tri 

3Tn ytzR n:^ ftrnn majority 5tr^ I ^*Rrfm 
^«r"R^3 ^ Tfrimr^r ^tlh stftuR ^tsr-Rj crt c^^, &rt^:4 

^ <fnr w# tfj s ^5t?TR w^ i^T^ 

^ ^ rT?Tr3 'TrimTR Ts-^rn i ^ ^nrirr 

<f^:, ;sK 3: ^itn ^nrirr ?tft, 

'STrnr TCiitl^fCT"! ^R?R. itri r^TR "^rt^Qf^r 

^•s^ f^-ir^TTOR ^ Tftrs ♦ttr^ I ^sRRiTF r?r5 Tf^rs ♦ttm 

^n. fr r ws ’irirtfw ttwi ♦!%? 

TR ^ I fV^ i]T«n (n j?TF ^ ^tmr 
?pt^ (TT 5TRT fiRnr ♦tH T?I TR TftTl- 

f^(.«i*( (Tf Ttn (.vc**f^ c^H ^ 9 

C?^ (TT ^Hl f^Rtr ^T) TII'4^ TtTtTT 'il^* T^TtCWT 

’«rr?R c^r^RTOTi ^mr fVf fnftrj ♦ ttt cTO 1 ’^rtTror inn 

^ Trf^:^ ♦tta 1 ^ir.^ srTn irt c^ ti > ‘ * n 

(Tt5 Tfim vftfiF fin Jjryfci (TRR'Q otftTn 

'snn? fr^TF c^nrR itft ^ , ^:c’nr froi Tf^s •tcm S^nr trfiiTR T3 
♦fTTcl^ wr f%f% fVi ^ t 3 TffPrtrfi:?? 1 

Assembly^ ^ tf^tfc ^art^OTT ^ ♦ttSR 

^ ^ I 3Tt*Tcv^ s\f finoT tff^ ii^ ci»rt ^:«r JTftf c^r 'jtmn 

^FfipFt3i c-5fri^ 1 ?^ ij^ f%?TRr ♦fft ^sfI^ct i 4^ ♦r»tfT3 

ftc^ 4 ^ 4 ^ TRTf TR:^ ♦trtt^t^T ^ ^5tTtr5 ^ T4 
tl^i ^®rfif^ I i!rtfi[ urt'^ft^c t ^rmr irt frc^N ^Rciti 1 

Tt*<ift*ftrin Cl Cl tlfiitw 4^ fl«T HCH ?f¥H ^rflltc^ 'i5t9tcn 

T3 4^ Cl 4^ l^FT fl^ rill (S'ol lllWflr 

tri^H T^Cl I 'slTltl (TPtl ClR ^PRltl o!^ ril^i n rif^n n 

wif^fll^ ^friirficrii Cl irtfi 4^ 9 "^ i^fim J'^Rtfi ic^ citn utiti 

tpic4f f%ipci ^ i^fifc^fl I fVi ^if%r5 utfr Cl 4?fir»r citn ciw 
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v it ^ - ( Tffe ii^ W3T ^ ^ 5pnt«r i 

^ r.tfcl ? 3ft?^ T[ot7 kao w^ CTOi ^ ^«fT 

C5Tt^ ^3ir ;?R^ ■'srtcg^ ^rtTtin ii^ 5tc^^ ^ 

tff^#T '4^ ^ ^ ^rf%Tn Ts tpt^ i fV^ 

Tfir CRT?*f? 1%TOI 4 Rc^*i ^ I tft^ 

3 T 4C ' ^^ ?f%U5?:^ il^ ^ I ^sitJltOT (NC^ (71 

(TRTrfr^ ^«fT -srf^Rtfrs 771 ^tTt^T^ 7^ ^Tt?73 fV 

^n 7 *T 7 ? 

il^ il^Pff (^f^^fti’ I i)^ '^tsSlil C*t^ T^TTfllW, f^R?*N f%5 

^ ^ I ^ ^ f^fk^ Select Cxjmmitteecs 

(71 tpSt^ Tf^TlTfe, ^5t7| tr7<'t I ^ Till 

I ^tCil S ^HIm (N*rt ^ I 

f^ ?rf? (71 il^ trft ^^1^ 4^ 

(N^rtk=R dS)5T* ^itTtrs ^ 7?in ^ ^frsr^ 

?ni ^ 5 t 7 t? I ^ ^ ^ i]^ wRt^ 

I ^<n (tIot ij^ 

tt%i TiT?7 ^'41 7^K5J I -31 #r tptf^ti; ^ (Ti ^ 

31171 vtm (Tft 'WWSl Os ^SRTtiTT iTt«fl 

5rfiT^ fk^rft3 7k^ i 

Jp^ f^^TTl '^|5|t^ ■®rf?[ "^dV^ •Tt^ I (^f’P (71 

il^ (7R ^WlR WC^ ir7'1 I 

c^ ^ ’T3itrs^ ^^rrs (Tn-^ ^mitw^tr:^ ?:[m ^rfk^ 

^mng ’pf?nm:^i ii^ ^’prtr^ i ^ 3 ^- ^ 

fV^ 3tk7R ^ tr7*‘t '^HC^I^ I 3t7t^S j 

(7R ‘ij^ I il’*Pi:«1 Select ComraitteeC3 

Mauivi MD. HA8ANUZZAMAN: Coalition PartyTJ ^Rf^ 

member (71>Tf3 ^Ttm n^•3I5rs (71 ^ ^ 

(71^ Billfk^ welcome ^ j% C 3fe I (7F^ ^ 7l3 7^3 

TPFl '*Ff%r3 TkR f^(.«i^ (7T7t^3 I <3^ 

^f% 7 m:w I ^nk 3 cw 3 T 7 i oW? ^ ^ ^ r ' ^ 

^ ^ I ^aRIm ^ytv^ D. s, P.TT ^0 Tlim 

fro btftirrf^C^R I ^ C^ ^ ■=ait7r<s (7P<t k^ 5t^ I c£|$ 

^pptR TTCR 'aM4 (70^ 7??n ’^?7TH ’TCTf 7^7n ?lk3 ^ '$i^ 
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^•ffrtcwrf I ^ iiW 'S =!r^ 

I (yr^ ^vf i (^m c^ v^Pcm ^<rT 

Census «l^ln f^lilR*^, f^cIC^ C5»^l I 

^fti I w^ ^ GPf^ ^&>T ^rtm ^®ft^ tf^t# 

^t^ongIy support I 

* Mr. I. D. JALAN: Sii, I lu*g t(> suppitrt tills Hill whirli has been 
introduced by iii\ trieiid to-day. Thi.s in one of the most burning 
topics of this province and it is surprising that people are looking at 
it in a sjiirit of I(‘vitv . We know that since the burning of Snehal«t4i 
which took place about ‘do or dO years ago. on the jdatforin and in the 
pi ess, everybody lias Ix'en condemning this dowry system which has 
been a bane ot life in Bengal Though it is prevalent in all other 
parts of India, in Bengal it is in such a rampant torm that it is now a 
serious jjroblem uhii li afVeits every hous4'holder in this pro\inci*. My 
friend is wrong w lien he says that it is not apjdicable to Marwaris. 
I believe that .Marwari> are iti the categor\ of Hindus and this Bill 
which is applii able t(» tin* Ilimlus of Bengal is equally aiijilicable to us. 

Sir. there has beim some opjiosition to this rmnisure on the ground 
that social legislations should not be undertaken b\ Government. But 
that was a tlieors which was pr(>)n)umled when the hiireaiicral ic form 
of Government was in power in this country and tfie Kuropeuns did 
not like that the_\ should take part in social reform which should be 
properly within the sphere of popular Gov4‘rnments. Since the popular 
Governinenth came into power in the yi-ar IthlT there have betm social 
legislations and if I am not imairreet, in Sind, I believe, a Dowry Bill 
has been jiassed. Tlowe is no reason why this great abiisc* which is 
prevalent in tins provima* should not he taekh'd by Governm<'nt if 
they think that this ahuM* has got t«> lx* <*heck<‘d The Gov(*rnment in 
all seriousness ought to fa<kle this jirohl<*m Tf the Government feel 
that they are not going to undertake any legislation in this sphere, 
there is no use asking ioi circulation ()r recirculation and shelving this 
problem. This matter lias got to he faced absolutely here and now. 
The Government must sa> as to whether they are alive to the necessity 
of such a piece of legislation or not. We are trying to improve the 
eeonomic eondition of the people, but every householder knows how 
atrocious is the demand of bridegrooms for the hands of brides, and I 
do n6t think that this is a problem which can any more he ignored. T 
have* rea<l 'some of the opinions which had been received from various 
bodies on this Bill and .some of them have said that this (luestion 
should he tackled by so<*ial movements and not by legislation. We 
are ‘quite sure, Sir, that no amount of social movement has been able 
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to check thiB vice and there is no other remedy for us but to have a 
piece of legislation which should by force stop it. So far as child 
marriage was coiHeriied, when the Sarda Bill was placed before the 
(Jentral Assembly, there was a big cry that Government should not 
interfere in the social sphere and that it should be left to private 
agitation. But it was found that private agitation did not succeed in 
this sphere, and it was only by legislation that we could check it. 
There is no doubt that the Sarda Act has not been absolutely success- 
ful, but 1 can say that it has produced a great amount of effect on the 
public and the ages of marriageable girls and boys have in fact increas- 
ed and increased considerably. I can speak from the experience of my 
own communitv which has b<‘en a very ortlnxlox community in this 
respect and which raised a hue and cry when the Sarda Bill was placed 
before the Central Assembly. But now I find that though practically 
no prosecution has taken place, still the marriageable age of girls 
even has (tonsiderably increased. Formerly girls used to be married at 
the age of 9 or 10. They are now' generally married at the age of 13, 
14 or 15 and no calumny attaches to them. Therefore these legislations 
have got a moral value of their owui. Rome of the opinions say that 
this Bill will drive the evil underground. I say let it be driven under- 
ground as most of these things are indulge<l in be(‘au8e people can 
boast about that they have taken Hs. 10,(K)(1 or Rs. 15,000 as dowry'. 
So long ns people do not say \n j)ul>lic, let them do what they like in 
private. That does not matter. Let not a halo be attached to a person 
who wants to pay more dowTy than others Let it be a secret affair. 
We cannot cheek swrecy in these matters. But so far as the public 
are concerned, it must be made known that the Government of Bengal 
are out tor cheeking this great evil which has been corroding the 
family life of not only this province but the w^hole of this country. 

With these words. Sir, I whole-heartedly support the motion moved 
by my honourable friend Maulvi Idris Ahmed Mia, and I hope that 
Government instead of shilly-shallying over this problem must make up 
their mind as to whether they will su])port or oppose this Bill. If 
they want to support it, they should come forward and su])port it. If 
they want to oppose it. let them say so oi)enly that they w'on't have 
this legislation and we won’t have it. 

The Horfble Nawab MU8HARRUF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Sir, as you are aware, T have sent notice of a motion for eliciting 
public opinion 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL; Sir. there is no such motion 
in the Hnn’ble Minister’s name in the list. 

Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: The Hon’ble Minister has not 
sent in any motion. 
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.Mr> DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister did send notice 
of a motion, but that motion has been disallowed because it was identi* 
cal with that of Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemy. 

The Hon»ble Nawab MUSHARRUF H08SAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Sir, my motion bein^r identical with that of Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemy. 
I ask for your perniis>ion to move that motion in the absence of the 
latter at the present moment. 

Sir. I be^: tf» move, way of amendment, that the Bill be reeircu- 
latwl tor the purpose of (dicitinjr further opinion theu‘on h\ the dOth 
April. 1941. 

Sir, the Bill has evoked a j’-re.ii deal ot enthusiiiMu in tin* House. 
If it had evoked an e(|ual amtninl (d enthusiasm outside the House 
and in the eountr\ , there would ha\e be(‘n no necessity f<»r me to say 
that the matter should Im* circulated for elicit injjr juiblie oi>inion thereon, 
so that wv ma\ have the <jpinion of all classes ot pi*ople because this 
is a matt('i with whi( h people (d all classes and l■ommuniti^•^ are 
eoncernt'd. Therefcue, it is necessar\ that we must obtain the opinion 
of all classes and c(unmuniti<*s of our pe(»pl<‘ - 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Ma\ I em(uire through you. 
Sir. <d the Hoirhle Minister as to whether he has p)i an\ dau^diters 
to marry!'' (A voice from the (^)alition Beiiclies : The\ ate alremly 
married. I (th. 1 see! (Lau^diter. t 

The HoifMe Nawab MUSHARRUF HOSSAiN, Khan Bahadurt 

I am atrui(! iny Irionds m'Ciii to 1«* undoi a niiHapprolioaf^ioa that 1 am 
goin); to opjiose tlie Itill 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: tth. you are then supportiritf 
it. 


The Horfble Nawab MU8HARRUF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

You see, I am simjdy asking: lor leave to circulate it tor the present 
80 that I may have in mv possession the opinions of the various asso- 
eiatiouh and anjuindux .scattered all over the province and then on the 
basis ot the opinions obtained (iovernment will de< ide whether to 
9upi>ort«or oppo.se this Bill. 

As a matter of fact, Sir, we hail alread\ circulated a similar Bill 
for elh^tiiifr public opinion thereon, and I have now in ray posflession 
the vafious opinions whi<‘h have Wen ho far collected. And I may 
inform the House that not a sin^rle Muhammadan asuociation or 
Anjvffnan has replied to our request, nor has given any opinion on it. 
I subipit. Sir, that not until I get the opinion of all aoctions of the 
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ptHJj)le in Hupporl of a iiieaHnre like this, < an I think of allowing^ a 
Bill to be paHHOfl by this House, by which we will have to bind every 
individual living in this province. Sir, this Bill does not concern any 
particular section of the people, but it is one in which every individual, 
high or low, male or female, is vitally intersted. and if you want to 
have a legislation of this all-embracing character, T Would ask you to 
be very, very cautious. I am not going to put forward any argument 
for the j)urpose of throwing out the Bill. Some of the honourable 
members have already put forward arguments in favour of the Bill, 
and I do not want to be misunderstood by saying something wl\ich 
might be construed as an attempt on my part to throw it out. 

Then, Sir, I should like to say a word by way of reply to a remark 
of Mr. Jalan with regard to the o]>eration of the Sardah Act. Honour- 
able members are ru> doubt aware that about the time the Sardah Act 
was passed, innumerable infant girls of the age of one year or even 
of six months were married, and our kazis or marriage registrars who 
do not usually earn more than Rs. 50 a month earned Rs. 2.000 to 
Rs. .‘1,000 a month at that time. So many infant boys and girls had 
been married at that time as a result of the Saidah Act that in the 
next ten or twelve years marriage's were ])ractically stopped Sir, 
this is a vivid examjde of passing a social legislation for winch the 
country as a whole is not prejiared. When you impose a social measure 
on an unwilling people, you run a gn'at risk. T would therefore ask 
you to be very caiitious and not to hurry the Bill through this Tx'gisla* 
ture without first feeling the pulst' of the people outside. T would 
therefore request you to accept mv motion for circulation I may also 
inform you, Sir. that a similar measure had been ])laccd before the 
Tfpper House wiiich was referred to a Select Committee, but when I 
presented the report of the Select Committee to the House, unfortunate- 
ly there was practically a revolt there. That was the position in the 
Upper House 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: We have nothing to do with 
the Cjiper Hou.hc. We vill support you. Nawab Sahib, if you want it. 

The HorPble Nawab MU8HARRUF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

For the ju’esent I would recpiest you to accept the circulation motion, 
and if we find that the country is behind it, T do not believe it will 
be difficult for me to go on with this Bill. Therefore, T appeal to all 
my friends in this House through you. Sir, to consider this point and 
to agree to send this Bill out for circulation. 

Mr, 8PEAKER: The first part of the amendment is all right, but 
as regards the date I may make a suggestion. The House is not likely 
to sit on the 80th April, and it will merely be rushing up public opinion 
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if -that date is retained. So, if the House so desires, I would suggest 
a later date which I shall announce aft^r putting the amendment 
without date. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Nawah Mushamiff Hossain, Khan 
Bahadur, that the Bengal Marriage Dowry Prohibition Bill, 1940, l)e 
recirculated for the purj)ose of eliciting further opinion thereon 
was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 may at this stage suggest that the date should be 
th^ 30th July, 1941. Then there will be suflicient time. Is it agreeable 
to the Housed 

There being n(» objection, the date was fixed for the 30th July, 
1941. 

The Bengal Rent Reduction (Temporary Provisions) Bill, 1940. 

Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM* *sii, I In^g to move that the Bengal Hent 
Hediiction (Temporaiy Provisions) Bill, 1940, be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of — 

n ) the Hoirblc Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Boy, Minister in charge of 
the Besenue Department, 

Cl^,) Dr. Nalinak'shu Sanyal, 

(3) Ml-. Jatindia Nath Ba.su, 

(4) Mr. (i. Morgan, (.i.i-.. 

(o) Mr. Nibareiidu Dntta Maznmdar, 

(0) Ml K asik l>al Biswas. 

( J I Mr, M, Sham^uddin Ahmed, 

(8) Khan Baliadui Mauhi Ilashcm Ali Khan, 

(9) Mauivi Bajibuddin Tarafdar. 

<10) Mauivi Idris Ahmed Mia. 

(11) Mauivi Mull ammad Isiail, 

(l!^) Mauivi Alidul Lati) Bi.swas. 

(13) Mr. Abdulla-al-Mabmood. 

(14) Air. Syed Abdul Majid, and 

(15) Mauivi Abdul Hakim (the mover'), 

with* instructions to submit their report by the Olst Mav, 1941, the 
numla > of memliers forming the ijuoruni being five, 

i}^ 
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c-N i 

*t:<r tr^ ^ Ni>«^i?iii c*fc^ ^ 

^ (?rf^'<5 fewOT 'aRTnr ^ ^ ^ft^n fro ^tl^rusc^ i 

. ^ ^ ^ftGRi ii^Tt (TRi ij^ 5tfr ^rsrr^Tf? 

^:^r tf^ I ^ ^• 

C*ltC^ (TT 

S’tt^ olslt'i (?^ '^c*^5! ^Tt^* I fb^^lJt ’tTsT tj <^|R'>Ic<f 

^twtrr (7J*1^ , tr^^lOTT il^ ?fti ^^I'lc^' (71, ef^ ^ ^ffSRt? 

*fTnr fefri ^ f^Tf% wwz^ ^finn i ^sprPt^ im: 

^ 5^‘CNii't^ I m, 5t^ (7ft I ^ iltn^T >rol 

c^t*i ‘1^4 H ttfV^n Hlc^, (. 4 II 9 I (TPt^ 

4fttM 'BRT^ 'ST^I *t^4l4 I -34' 'il^ ^CWCt 4*^^;fPT4 (7Ft4 4^<1 

ttftTn vftfTF ^ 44Ctt^t 44^ ^srf^Tft4^fr^ (?*tt4t 44^ 

4fiRt4 'SRT? ^f44T4 I ('.4tl^ St4 -3^ ^tft4 (7fr*t Stil 

Vf44t4trt4 C4 ^4’5rtotf44 cttMt l>ftC^(.fe>, WtT^ C4T4 vj«iHl 

I tt^4t4 tf44tt (7FT4 C4t4 ^ (71 

^C4r44 F>5 4ttr^ Sk^ ttnr i 

ttSRl 4fl1?l4 (7r^t4Wt ^ C'^^fnr 44t 4%! (7f%Tf5 

C4, ttSRt? f^rf^t (r4t4 (^414 ^?!H ^r?totf444irt 4fti I 4t'Qv51 

444 ttW41 tffe M«yO “^fHN 4^ 511, fip^ 5 (r®'4t4 tf5t?l 

f4f4t trf% >34f4 W:^ TITT \a-00 (t*f^, firt) fet4t4 ®fi;4rC5 I 
4tt4t3P (7T4t4 tr®rf4 4t9Rt4 4tf^4tC^ (7T, §51 '®f4r4 ’^r4U44 

Stfr^ 5 5 vm> tTC4 I 4444 4t444S? f%cT|4 444 tt^RI t^4^515t4 tffe '3'TOI 
lo/O ^4t4t4 (4*1*^ 44, f^, 4S4t4Tf4 ^4^ %4tW^ 44f®f^4r44 4? ^tT?I 
tf444 4t^ ?ft% ^4Jr4 G0\-6CK, 4ft tt4t4 I '44^ ll^4f4F 

4^41 4W 4it4^4t4<3 '»lt4t4 I (7ft i7R4 feT4t4 44, ^ 

NtC4 ^4441% Wf4 4 *Tk3 4tW4t4 4i:W yH4T4 ?f4?tl7f4 f44ft 4ft:^ '4t4Q4t4' 
N4»4 ^4t4l4 4^i75C^ ^4* <4? t ftt4 441 C4t4 (7Ft4 4tPf4tU5S 4^4tC5 I 

ttSRl ^54^ ^!Ff4fff4 (7(414 Wt 444 4|4NTf%(75 f^f4tf|4f4 ^544 
^^4t4] 4lft41 tft4T%ll4 <34^ (7ft ^tRsTl 4T41 'a(ft4 4^ (7f4ft4t4 W4T 3ft41 
44f44tf^ I 

4t'4t4 fW4t4 fict4 4ft 4i ftr4t4 (71 4T4 5t^t4 Cfft, 

4t(Jt f^4t4 4^41 ftt4t^ ^15 fW 4^47 'aiHC4^5 41%^ 4JU5 ttC4 
4t(^ 4tftlC44 44HC4 '5t(5ft)41 ^ftr^T;*) ftfftt?! ft?! ftw 4t(?tU5 ^t\??ftl41 
4lftRl 4t4 I ?pt(7f4. (Tff^ ftF 4fhtrt4 

^4(ft4 4St4 (Tnmct? C5^ 4^ 41 ? 
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C^FtR 

^ C^ <?^ Ftfl? mj 5ttT^ (Land 

Revenue Commia^ ion) f™ wfinnfr, ^^ f f T $iT^ 

^ I frs SJsrt^ c^ 

tfi’W? !:f^ ^rf^fifcr 

^Hj*s ^firus I Tfus \o 

TO cTtf?tR I tr^tOT irfn ^ 

TOiR 3n:<fT ^3 ^ ^ jffc? ^ ?t?n i (tt^ 

^ ?fvh ^finn ^ oi ^rs wf^ ^ 

/ tT’^ Sfrn ^ ^ ^<wft TOW BM7 ^ ij^ imft 

I ^^vfi Sfen 

^Qinft BRT f^rf^ Tflm 

5ft5^ 5fwT? I ii ^vfi ^ 08rti:w Jffes (7rN®fi 

^p#r3f^ (TT, ?fTO?i (TOT 

tp^tw '5R7 «lTOft tT'^ Sew ^^PT'S C^5?rP? I 

fwt^ ><»F5T ?rm ^finn (tH ^jt^w fwm tpi^frw 

^rmt? ^ tot 3Rt^ fwiap i ^ 

’^Wew ?TOr (TO^ TOjTF I ^rft «tm ’n::^^ 

Prfw TpRT ^ TO^t Ttfjj sffinn ^it^* ^ i 
^ t?St firsTffiiT 'Infirm jTtin fre^ i 

frrw <Tr?n ii^ oi, =«rt^5TTO^ jito ^ frTic'vfH > 

Tftr ’^itfro <ttf%w ^ ^ ctot totst to ^rroi ^jto 

6m ^srfwr TO (TT^ w^rsT TTi ^ev*>^ ^tbri 

TO c^ IP^ vftfTO ^ I Und Revenue Cam- 

mWon ^ (TT, CW^W TO ^TOl 

tffe 'iJTW ^ ^ ipirs he/!!> ^ W I TWf fe if f 

0 imn w 5 tt:to ^rmw ^ fSifiK 

Tftm fst^ ^ fejT trro ^rrfiRn i tu TO¥ ft jcwsmr (tt c^t 
wte^T to Nmn ?rfe <ijTO ^ 6m Tfw, cro c^ 

wtc3T ^rt??rrw ^(\w^ to <fmw on^iscw <tH^ rtr® ^itfro ti i 
TPW^,(?iT^ ini mesR c^, ^r^fevew Tfimrj ^rfiwt# TO^^mw w^«r 
cm ^msRi T6mr Tftni wTsmfwtw mmr 

wfiwm«Ttc^ ^f5i^ ctot (Tot wtrsT to ^imw c*f^TO 

^TknrTm ^ I Ttewi’ Ttft 0 <rt5Rr proviso ^ITT C^ C*T^^CW w^ 

’<f»niif 5 ;5t9i (?m ^ ^ jfc ?- 1 8 5R 8flmr ?*n rtwn? ct, c^pt inra 
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^ c^l#i 

^5t51 lilW^T ^ ^iu5 ^ I 

^*s <ft^ ^ ‘T^TO^ 0, C^ 

OT (71^ I 

v ■^N ^ 5^4rtc^ (71, (71 ^rferc^ ^Jtw^ R[ft^ ?[1^ 

ftR tw? ?r^ StbS'W ^ ^Q?l cii <pf^ 

'^(^1^ <5 ^nrtOTTG slPt^ tffe lij^RTr (ti tot 

im ^frsRi <5 

Tfinn I 

^ Jr^?rt?;!b (7i, ^^tOTt w^ c^lU5 'ii^ ^ 

^ I 

. ^ RR?m (71. ^v'srtwct^ f%*lt^ 

^ wRt ^imiT w^ 

5,^lllc^ I tj CWC"! (71 ^®W^l1%^M '*(k5> '5t5ll75 

C^H ^t<"l}^^ii *11^ I 4lfl*t '>t^®t ^bfe>i ^^^1 

^ftTOt(7T?r ^t^?n Rtts i 

^ Ritt (71 RRr^ ^>41 ^^rfinirfe ^f^’k^—'^RTT^ erfwf^Ti? 

(71 W5T carsmr Tt(7i mnbt^ ^jpRm ^msRi ^vsf^ 

(TPRnitt^ C*^4<4 ^l’«4 (7f^ C7f^ HtCH ^ltSRt4 RR^ •vRin I 

^srtR R:^ o ^n (Ti fe? RRr^ ^^41 ^ ^ 

^®ft^ (7m^‘5t«( Rf ^ 5f[if?n ^ x5?7j ^^c-ft^ 

ir?n ^ 8\ ’HRtr i 

^rr-T^ ^f^rsRft ^sn^CTi ob «mn :):>^ <mmj (Tft^ fm 

R»f5li* tR? 75 ’ItiTR 1 Rf^ ^IR «il^>4] H|?^H ’rfro ^Rhts 
^ llR c^, 'jQ^ ^r(75 ^tfR tpH Rtsitk 

tpTt'4 Tarfr(75 ^ttR?? ^ i Rrl^: fair equitable 

’iw^ ^itsRi ^t5tc4 ^ <(iJc'o ’trc^. 

(TFR RRfS ^^WtS ^ ’TRl ( maximum ) ilRl ^ ^IW? ^ 
^ TO ?fWt^ Rc»N (TFt^ ^R<n ’tT(7I I OT^H'J ’^ol 
tfUyPF ^[Tti::^! (71^ ^ RRrg ^R?l (TTQ^ $ft^ l 4^ftH 

ifRHtft !r«n ^rS?r!T <4tRi^ tr^tm (tht ^<wBt ^ 

/ ^ SR$ I ^H'lrc’® *®t5i 

rtr$ ^ItRl 'TTlr^ra R^, ^qfiRl sitR^ to, v545l^ ^tfSR] 

"MWiPftlt TOl 
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m mrs ^ (7rJir»f c^ ^ f% vffih|t«r 

.iftr® ^ tfOFt^ c«r8in ^ 

^ ^ ^ tfsm ^ ^ft'SRt? ftm ^ttfk^ I 

'®ll5ci ^ vttTt^, ^ Kt^(t^ ftOT 

C^fiC^ fair <ii^* equitable rent «R ft^tW 'i|‘^ 

^ <fT^«ti c<itv«t <<1!^^ I ftriro: '*rfwf:"ft «ifprT^ ^ 

^$mCR IfT «RT ^rJ^r !!raftOT 

•(ftbl^i "^Hi *Tt? I 

ftsT WH ^FtC®t. ’TtOTT 0>Cl 

fSCTOI <t^rs «RT5 'BT^ (Tf ’T^qtR tf^ fR t CTR 

^5t5i ^«t i ^ (iiiTr^ ^ 

*71 I Land Revenue Commission 

; ?rf9nn c?, a ’rr TrtR !!t5Rt^ c^ (TT^ 

^ (jrm ^ 'nt? ymum c*n7fr fm 

0^ w? c^t^ frffi 41^ fRptrr ^ ^ I ' 

fRftRT ^ ^ ^v'smr (?5FtR c^ tpert? ^ ‘ifi i 

c’wr*?!®! ^i ft c*y ' 'i i '5 <ri 

^pfwtop I ^rt^rfhr ^RrlJ¥ ^ ^rftChr ffc^ltt^ 

^55R finm (TfRin ftR ^5t9t^ C^ tpjt^ (suggestion) fRti ott fi F R tS^ 

. f^TRt ^tfSTTbHI ’ttm — ^'t C's*) ygt ^>5 ^1 rtR ^ 

^ I '®ll< PlH? ^RT ^Rr<ij f%5T ^ Land 

Revenue Commission report wTRr? ^ CTT*^ ^Fftftf 

c^ ^Rr"frv^'i ^ i ^ »r5Rr ^iTfQ tji?r ci^ rt?n 

^ ^ fiwf ^ ^ \ 

mm ^ftBRT? C^ ^«P¥tv5tfrRR:<^ Tmvs^ ^ "li 
fRtRtC^R ^nRr W, ^5t51 ’ITS! CRt^ 'iftTR I CT^BRI 

WUS^ ^iR^’tTTSl m I Sliw WTs^Ti^ WVl ^ 

m I 5m<to BRy c^T i, fiFfi ^ 

0!t^ ^itC57 ^tft^ ww 5^ (?f^9i I m ^JtBR-irlt ^i:^ ^‘ww^ 

trm ^ 5f% (?rm ^smRr ®irf i n^trti urt^sn 
f%5lf tperW^ iRT iiprtt TTtft ^ ^ 'irtHi 

S^WC^ ^R7 (3rR BFTO'ftnji c^ ^SIPK ^<tVI ^ 

m\ UplfCHf !Rgl iffBRI 

'®l5tCTO S^RFt? ’iTfC^ «RT <71^1^ ^ ^WlCf 

"MH ’Rl Hit'll I 

16, 
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^ ^ (revenue) ftrj? 

^ I eQ^fW^ tptDHf «RT^ 

(TT w«T ^^tmi ^ c^ 

^ ’Tot? c^^«r ftclro: *ttS^ csrat^-n^f 

’tR^ mb !r^‘5tt«Pr ^ 

ftc3T% c*r^ ?mi ^cT^i 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Sir, I whole-heartedly support 
the motion of my friend Maulvi Abdul Hakim for reference to a 
Select Committee of this Bill. I expected that such a Bill would be 
forthcoming from Government. I suppose that the members of the 
Coalition Party are all eager to give some relief to the tenants amd 
they are at least supposed to be the friends of the tenants. Time has 
come to test their sincerity. Time has come to test all the members 
of this House on the eve of the election. I do not know if I shall be 
correct in saying that Maulvi Abdul Hakim speaks one thing and 
does something else. I do not know whether he will be absent from 
the House when a division will be called on this motion. But in spite 
of that, we feel that we must support this Bill. The Party to which 
I have the honour to belong is for a Bill of this nature. 

Sir, the Floud Commission has reported and the report of the 
oth^r pommittee might take some time to make scientific ^researches 
and say that the incidence of rent in Bengal is not higher than what 
it is in other provinces. I do not know whether it is true, but I ask 
the Ministry to consider whether the arrangement for irrigation in 
Bengal is as good as it is in the Punjab. Certainly not. There is 
no arrangement for watering the lands in Bengal. The yield of 
Bengal land is much less than that of other provinces. Sir, I can 
understand that rent may vary from district to district. The rent in 
Mymensingh may vary from the rent in Malda. But I cannot 
understand how the rent of one zemindar varies from that of another 
zemindar in the same ward, in the same neighbouring area, in the 
same village. Sir, there are good zemindars who have not enhanced 
the rent which is still 4 annas per bigha or 12 annas per acre, but 
there are some oppressive zemindars who have enhanced the rent to 
Re. 1-8 or even more per bigha. I am speaking of lands undpr the 
Mathurapur Zemindari Company. While the neighbouring zemin- 
dars are chargl|ig a rent of 4, 6 or 8 annas per highu^ this Zemindari 
Company, whose first owner was a European and which has now come 
to an Indian, is now charging rent at the rate of Re. 1-8 to Rs. 2 per 
bigha. My friend Maulvi Abdul Hakim has only desired that the 
rent should not exceed Rs. 3 per acre. But, Sir, the rent of Re. 1 
per bigha is also excessive. The argument of the Ministry is that it 
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is oai possible to cut down the scale of rent by any percentage. But 
I think that it will be possible ^if we go back to the level of rent that 
was prevailing before 1914-18. During the last Great War (1914-18) 
the price of staple food crop went up very high and the semindars 
took advantage of that opportunity to enhance the rent. But the 
revenue has not yet been increased. The revenue is still <he same. 
Why did not those zamindars who enhanced their rent because the 
price of staple food crop went up during the last war, reduce the 
rent when the price of food crop came down? The revenue has not 
been increased. The revenue of the zemindari is still ilie same. 
Therefore, I think that \vt can go back to the level of rent that was 
prevailing before the year 1914. Let us go back thirty years. 

Mauivi ZAHUR AHMED CHOWDHURY: Why not fifty years? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR S I know that my friend 
Mr. Chowdhury of Malda will not be supported by bis constituency 
if lie goes and says there, “I did not support this Bill." When it 
is said in his constituency that Mr. Chowdhury did not support the 
Bill of Mauivi Abdul ITakim. he will have to say something else. 
His symbol was [ilough because he knew that unless he took the 
symbol of plough he could not carry the mass with him. In the 
name of the mas-ses, in the name of nation-building, in the name of 
the peasants, in the name of the poor we are passing all these 
measures in this House, and only io-day we have passed a Bill, ifiz.» 
the Bengal Land Revenue Sales (Amendment) Bill, 1987, moved by. 
my honourable friend Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, in which some Inmefit 
has been given to the zemindars. We do not grudge them that. But 
why do the members of the Coalition Party who profess themselves to b© 
friends of the peasants and tenants of Bengal, and the Bengal 
Ministry who in the name of nation -building activities, in the name 
of peasants and tenants of this province, indulge in tall talks, want 
us to pass the Sales Tax Bill and other such measures only in the 
name of departmental activities? What we want is that either the 
rents should be reduced immediately or there should l)e a provision 
mtide by this Ministry to improve the agricultural land and arrange- 
ments should be made for irrigation and watering the fields. Sir, 
agricultural improvement is absolutely necessary. I know only 
reduction of rent will not solve the problem, but it is a burden to-day 
on th^ peasants. If you take an account, I can only give an accx)unt 
of my own district. I will name a place — there is a char, known 
as Bhutni Diara, which was annexed to this province only a few years 
ago from Bihar. There is a question of alluvion and diluvion there. 
The rent of this place is much higher than that of neighbouring 
places. Then, Sir, the rent of Jehns mahal estates is less than of the 
rent of the Mahurapur Zemindari Company and many lands have 
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been taken in khas possession by the zamindars because the t^ani^ 
could not pay the rent of Rs. 7 per jicre roughly, andl Malda lands 
are not very fertile. They do<%ot give a large yield; the yield of 
Malda is only 2 to 8 maunds per higha. 

Then, Sir, upon the incidence of rent also depends the question 
of valuation or revaluation of land which is coming in many districts 
in Bengal, specially in my district, Malda. Therefore I would 
request my friends of the Coalition Party and I would also request 
the Hoii’ble Ministers to take into consideration whether it is high 
time after four years that a measure like this should be accepted by 
the Government. Even if the mover seeks to withdraw at the last 
stage of the Bill, I would request the honourable members of the 
Coalition Party not to give the permission of withdrawal if he seeks 
such permission. I think this Bill has come as a boon to the Coali- 
tion members as well as to the Ministers and the proviiu'e as a whole. 
It is high time that where there is excessive rent, the rent should be 
reduced. We are not going t^) reduce the rent where the zemindars 
did not enhance the rent, but where it has been enhanced by the 
zemindars but the revenue has not been enhanced, why sliould not 
the zemindars reduce the rent? The arguments of the Hon’ble 
Minister may be that there is a provision in the Bengal Tenancy 
Act 

Th« Hofi’bliB Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: l.et not 
the honourable member anticipate my arguments. 

Mft ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR. 1 know the mentality of the 
Ministers, so I can guess the arguments. I may ask him to enquire 
into the matter if he gets an opportunity by 4th April. 1 am afraid, 
before that he is not going to get any opportunity. Let him enquire 
throughout the province. I am afraid, it is not possible for the 
tenants to file suite against the zemindars, and I am just now inform- 
ed by my friend Mr. Sasanka Rekhar Sanyal that in reply to his 
question the Hon*ble the Minister in charge replied that he had no 
information that such a case w'as filed in any court. I would request 
the Hon’ble Minister to seriously consider the matter. I would also 
request him that they should seriously consider as to how to increase 
the paying capacity of the tenants. If you can increase their paying 
capacity at least by one anna in the rupee, the tenants wjill not 
grudge to pay a pice in the rupee. But unless you increase their 
earning capacity, you cannot tax them. Every year you are inventing 
new taxations, but you are not going to give them any relief. 
Reduction of rent does not require that the Bill should be circulated 
or recirculated. I can quite understand if this Bill is opposed, let 
the Hon’ble Ministers speak the truth that they believe that the 
conditions of the people are very good. If there is any argument let 
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them come forward with that argument, or otherwise let them support 
the Bill. My friends will adnrit tliat the zemindars took advantage 
of the last Great War of 1914-18 and enhanced the rate of rent, but 
the revenue was not enhanced. Let them come down to the pre-war 
rate prevailing in 19L‘l, i.e., only 28 years back. This is the crying 
need of all the districts of Bengal. This is the slogan which w'ill be 
used by them when they will go to seek re-election. 

Sir, I do not think that any speech will convince my friends of 
the Coalition Party. It is more or less crying in the wilderness. But 
let them realise that this time they are going to appear at the test 
examination. If they do not pass this test examination, they will 
not be able to piiss the final examination that will come oft' very 
soon. 


The Hofi’ble Sir BI<IOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I do not 
propose to tire the patience of the House at this late hour with a long 
speech. In fact, I had the opportunity of explaining the Govern- 
ment point of view on this particular matter more than once. Govern- 
ment is committed to the principle of moderate rent and speedy 
realisation <»f sucli rent. .\nd GoMUiiment are prepared to give 
relief where the rent is really high. But it cannot be done without 
proper consideration of the matter. Sir, there is tlie Bent Bedm’tion 
Committee sitting, and I hope tlie committee uill soon submit its 
report. Then there are the proposals of the Land Heventie (NimmiR- 
sion. So, Government projK»se to take tlie re(‘ommendations of Imth 
the Kent Reduction {^ommittee and of the Land Revenu(‘ (hmimission 
into <*onsideration, and in coming to a decision. 

In this view, Sir, I beg to move that the Bill be n*(*irculated for 
the purpose of eliciting further o{)inion thereon by the dlst December, 
1941, and I hope my honourable friend, the mover of the Bill, 
will agree to my proposal. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Mr. Sjieaker, Sir, I rise to give my 
whole-hearted support to the motion of my old and esteemed frbmd, 
Maulvi Abdul Hakim. I do not doubt the sincerity with which he 
W’ants to bring this relief to the doors of the poor tenants. He ha<t 
been attemjiting times without number to bring in a measure like 
this. • 8ir, while I do not doubt in his sincerity alxmt the relief that 
he wants to bring to the doors of the tenants, I have every doubt aa 
to re.soluteness of his purpose. He is not firm ; he is not resolute. 
If he had, been equally firm and resolute in his purpose, he must see 
that this measure is carried in the teeth of opposition. But we have 
lost faith in him. He will soon rise to accept the offer that has Ireen 
made by the Hon’ble Minister. Sir, who does not know that this 
old friend of ours belonged to our. party, but he went over to that 
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side on that memorable day when the no-confidence motion was put 
before this House. And he w;ent over to that side on getting an 
assurance from the Cabinet that this measure of his will get every 
sympathy of the Cabinet and that they will not object to the passage 
of this Bill. But now if they want to please him by giving a hoax 
and if he accepts it, I will certainly come to this conclusion that 
Mr. Abdul Hakim, an old friend of ours, does not really wish that 
these benefits should be showered upon the tenants, ibut that it is 
really for some ulterior purpose, i.c., for the purpose of the future 
election, that he has come forward with this Bill at this juncture.' 

Sir, if he is really sincere he must rise to the occasion and must 
with our support and with the support of some members of the 
Coalition Party see that his Bill is passed into law. Let him not 
accept the offer of the Hon’ble Minister. Let him throw aside the 
offer that has been made by the Hon’ble Minister in order to shelve 
the matter. Let him he equally firm and if the Hon’hle Minister 
does not accede to his request let him come over to our side. (Cries 
of “Hear! hear!” from the Opposition benches.) The Coalition 
Party is losing its strength every day. The Cabinet is getting weaker 
day by day and yesterday we found one of the members of the Coali- 
tion Party (Cries of “Question” from the Coalition I’arty 

benches.) You see the speech made by the honourable member on 
your side yesterday and how he criticised the present Cabinet. I am 
sure that he will soon come over to our side. You will also come over 
to our side. Do not be deluded by the hoax that has just now been 
placed on your way. But be firm, be resolute in yo\ir purjmse and 
you will see that you will gain the day. (Applause.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before I put the motion of Sir Bijoy, I may 
just say that the House will meet on Monday at '3 p.m. in the after- 
noon. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy that the 
Bengal Rent Reduction (Temporary Provisions) Bill, 1940, be 
recirculated for the purpose of eliciting further opinion tliereon by 
the dlst December, 1941, was then put and a division taken with the 
following' result : — 


AM«I MtJK, Mr. lyH. 

AN«r Aaimaii, Kliaa tAHaimr A. f. M. 
AMar AailiaH, Maalvl itf. 

AMar Raat, Kkaa taMfe Maalvl t. 
AMar Ranah, Maalvl. 

AaMaattak, Khaa laMk MaalvL 
AtkrataH. Mr. M. 

Baa, Mr. Aaakal Maakra. 

Bat, Bal lama KIrH Biiataa- 
liMr, Mr. BkMHlraaaia. 


AYEr~47. 


Farliai Kau Okavikary, Mr. M. 

Farkat Bata Kkaaaai, Bagaai. 
raalal gaaMr, Kkaa Bakakar Maalvl. 

Faitar Bakaiaa, Mr. (Daata). 

FaMar Rakaaa, Mr. CMy«aaalaf<i). 
HBMkanak, tka Naa'Ma Naarak Bakaiar K.. at 
Baaaa. 

KaBtaMa BkaaAkari, Maatvi. 

NaiaaaiaaMaa, Maalvl Mtf. 

• NaBaa Marak«B, Mr*., 
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NaliMtf Kha* Murtvl. 

NirlMl, Hr. ■. A. F. 

JCaMraMi Kliaa. KhM Atliaivr Mttltl. 
KfMitiy, Mr. I. «. 

MmM. Hr. Jag at Okaaira. 

MaainiMla Akkaad. MaalvL 
Haia«BMl Nag. Haalvi Mi. 

Makaaiaiai tMaigaa, Kkaa lakaiar Or. 
Maltick, tka Haa’kta Mr. Makaaga Oakary. 
Matkarraff Natiala.tka Maa*kla Naarak, Kkaa 
takatfar. 

Maatagaaraai Hagaa. Mr. tyaa. 

Naatfy, tka Haa'Ma Makaraja Iriaakaagra, at 
Oaaalaikaiar. 

Nalaranak, Nawakiaia K. 


Kakaiaa, Kkaa Kakaiar A. H. L. 
Oatkattka Naa*kla Hr. FraMaaa Oak. 
Oaiaar Rakaua Kkaa, Mr. 

Kay, Mr. okaaaalay. 

•aiaraMia AkaMk, Mr. 
lakaka-Alaai, Mr. SyaA. 

Sallai. Mr. k. A. 

•arkar. Kaka Maikaaaiaa. 
tarajal lalaai. Mr. 

IkakakaMla, Mr. Kkaaja. 0.0.1. 
•iriar, Kaka Utta Maaga. 

Mark Mr. A. F. 

lakrawargy, tka Naa*kla Mr. N. I. 
Taailtaigla Kkaa, tka Naa*Ma Mr. 
lakar Akaiag Okaaikary, Maalat. 


NOEI— 16. 


AkOal HakJai. Maalvi. 

Oaaarji, Mr. latya Fiiya. 

Otawai, Mr. laraaara Natk. 

Daa Oapla, Kaka Kkagaakra Natk. 
Dalai, Nr. Haraagra Natk. 
Eaigagal Nagaa, Kari. 

Nataa All Okaarikary, Mr. lyag. 
Kaaiar, Mr. Atal Ckaaira. 


The Ayea beiiip 47 and the 


Maakal. Mr. Aairlta Lai. 
Naagal, Mr. Kriakaa Frasag. 
Magkal Naaaia, Mr. 

MaUiak. mjat Aakataak. 

Kay, Hr. Okara Okaagra. 
•aayal, Mr. laiaaka lakkv. 
•laka, krljat Maalagra Kkaaaa. 


^oes 15. the motion was carried. 


Adjournment. 


It being 8-15 p.in. — 

The House was adjourned till 8 p.m. on Monday, the 3rd Marchi 
1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



[3rd March, 


Proceedings of the Bengal Liegitlative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


The Asskmiily met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, 
the 3rd March, 1941, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sir Muhammad Azizul Haque, c.i.e., 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair, 9 Hon’ble Ministers and 200 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Bengal Agricultural Produce Markets Bill, 1940. 

•103. Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY; Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the A#?riculture and Industries IX^piirtment b© 
pleased to state — 

(a) whether he intends to bring the Bengal Agricultural Produce 
Markets Bill, 1940, for consideration during the Budget 
session of the Assembly commencing on the 3rd February, 
1941; and 

(h) if not, why not? 

MINI8TER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDU8TRiE8 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (n) No. 

(h) A new Bill entitled the Ikmgal Markets Regulation Bill, 1941, 
having the same objects in view hut omitting some controversial provi- 
sions contained in the Bengal Agricultural Produce Markets Bill, 1940, 
has been published and I have given notice of it.s introduction and of 
moving for reference to a select committee during the current session. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the HonTde Minister 
be pleased to st^te what are the controversial provisions in the Bengal 
Agricultural Produce Markets Bill that led to the dropping of that 
Bill and the introduction of a new one? 

The Hon’Me Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That will be manifest 
when I introduce the new Bill. 
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* Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon^le Minister 
be pleased to state why he did not mention in the Statement of Objec'ta 
and Reasons of the new Bill that the older Bill i^-as not going to be 
pursued ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why he is going to introduce a new Bill instead of 
amending the Bengal Agricultural Produce Markets Bill? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not ai'ise. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be plt‘as(Ml to state whether he is sure that there is no controversial 
point in the New BilH^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: ’Dial is a questin of opinion. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’Me Minister 
be pleased to state how much amount was spent over th(‘ sittings of 
the Select Coniinittee on that Bill.^ 

The Hoh’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I ask for notice. 

Revenue from Jalpaiguri xlistrict. 

M04. Babu KHAGENORA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’bla 

Minister in (harge of th<‘ Finance Defmrtinent 1m* pleased to state the 
amounts collected from the distrid of .laliraiguri in the year 1939-40 
under each of the following hea<ls : — 

(a) Land Revenue, 

(b) Sale of (’ourt Fees, 

(c) Taxes and Licence fees under the Bengal Motor V%?hicleH Act» 

(d) Taxes under Bengal Finance Act, and 

(e) fines realised under different heads In the (’ollector in connec- 

tion with criminal cases? 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (th# 
Hoi|;bie Mr. H. S. Suhrawarcty) : (a) Rs. 15,45,423. 

(5) R8.1,93,215. 

(c) R«.60,338. 

(d) Rs.21,244. 

(e) R8.12,940. 
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Goomti EmbifikiiMiit 

MM, Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department aware 
that the Goomti Embankment which passes through the town is 
unmetalled and is closed to the wheeled traffic by the iron pegs being 
•driven into itP 

(b) Is it a fact that there has been correspondence between the 
‘Oomilla Municipality and Government as to the metalling of the Goomti 
Embankment ? 

(c) If the answer to clause (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister please state whether Government agreed to the proposal made 
>by the Comilla Municipality as to the metalling of the Embankment? 
If so, on what conditions? 

(d) If not, why not? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of Coesim- 
liazar): (a) and (b) Yes. 

(c) Government have no objection in principle to the Comilla Muni- 
-cipality’s metalling the portion of the crest of the Goomti Embankment 
which lies within the town of Comilla but the conditions which the 
Municipality should be asked to agree to are under consideration. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether Government have imposed any condition up till now upon the 
onunicipality ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister has said that the question 
is under consideration. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether the C'liairman of the Comilla Municipality with others waited 
upon him and discussed this point with him during the last autumn 
lession F 

Mr. SPEAKER; That question does not arise. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to‘kate 
what are the conditions which the Government would like to impose 
•upon the Comilla Municipality? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That point is now under consideration. 
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Rata of aaaaasmant for Arial Bit Imrrioado. 

MOS. Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to 
it ate — 

(a) what is the rate of u88e^snleut jier higha (U- j)er acre for the 

Arial Bil barncade for the vein- 1940; and 

(b) whether the cultivators com'cined were i!if()rnie<l about — 

(1) the total exjieuditure incurred, 

(2) the total acreage on which the expenditure has l)eon 

assessed, and 

(3) exemption from usMessmenl, if an> ? 

Tho HOfl’ble Mr, TAM1ZUDDIN KHAN: (r^) lie. 1-1 per standard 
bigha of cultivated land in the area protected by the barricade. 

{h) Yea. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA BEN: With reference to answer {a), will 
the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state how w’as this rate of Es. 1-1 
per standard bigha of cultivated land calculated K 

Tho Hoffl’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Apparently it was 
calculated on the total expenditure incurred. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA BEN: Is the Ilon’ble Minister aware that 
in 1937 the cultivators paid (»nly annas 2-2 per bigha P 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 do not know. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA BEN: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
the Special Arial Bil Officer declared openly that the assessment would 
be even lesser in succeeding years for there will be greater increase in 
the surface area reclaimed than the increase of linear area? 

Tht Hon’blo Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I don’t know. 

||r. ATUL CHANDRA BEN: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
the Special Officer reporte<l to the Government— 

Mr. BREAKER: I am sorry that question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: It U very important. 
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Mr. SPEAKER; That ia no reason why it should be admissible. 
You ask a question as to what is the rate; tfeen you ask a question oh 
what basis it is calculated and now you want to refer to the report 
of the Special Officer which is not the subject-matter of the question. 

ATUL CHANDRA SEN; Sir, if the Hon’ble Minister chooses 
to answer 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry I cannot allow it. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN; Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
Mr. A. B. Ganguly, Subdivi.sional Officer, Munshiganj, after a thorough 
enquiry reported that the cost of barricade-making cannot, in any 
case, exceed the value of 3 seers of paddy per bighaP 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That is not the subject- 
matter of this question. 

Increase in tKe number of schools and madrasahs in Dinajpur district. 

•107. Maulvi ABDUL JABBAR; <//) Will the Ilon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Dtqwi rt men t 1 h‘ pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing with n*«i)ect to the different districts in Bengal — 

(t) the number of existing — 

(1) junior madrasahs, 

(2) high madrasahs, 

(3) middle English schools, and 

(4) high English sclunds; 

(it) the numlKU* of them reteiving grants-in-aid froiu Government; 
and 

(ill) the total amount of Governiuent grants in each district under 
each of the above heads? 

(6) Is the Ilon'ble Minister aware that the people of I^najjiur are 
backward in education? 

(c) If so, is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of 
increasing the number of sclunds and madrasahs in the district? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’blo Mr. A« K. Failui Hii(|); (u) A statement furnishin^^ the 
information is laid on the Library table. 

(b) Dinajpur is backward when compared with the more advanced 
dBfitricts of Bengal. So fur as the Rajshabi Division is concerned the 
district does not seem to compare unfavourably with some of its sister 
districts 
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(c) It is difficult for Government to take the initiative in increasing 
the niunber of private educational institutions. Any attempt made in 
this direction by the local f>eople will receive the sympathetic considera- 
tion of the department. 

Muslim Mtinsif for the Thakurgaon Court 

•108. Mauivi HAFIZUDDIN CHOUDHURI : (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state 
wlyether a Muslim Munsif was ever posted to the Thakurgaon Munsif 
(*ourt in the district of Dinajpur? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the name of the officer; and 

(it) the year in which he was posted there? 

MINISTER in charge of the ilUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon’blo Nawab Musharruf Hossain^ Khan BahaOur): (a) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Mr. NI 8 HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is the policy of the Government also to post alter- 
natively Hindu and Muslim officers in the same station? 

Mr. SPEAKER : You have to ask a se]>arate question as that is a 
question of policy. 

Mauivi HAFIZUDDIN CHOUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he would be pleased to consider the desir- 
ability of posting a Muslim officer there at an early date as no Muslim 
officer has yet been posted there? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU 8 HARRUFF HO 8 SAIN 1 Khan Bahadur: 

Posting is made by the Hoirble High Court. 

Tangail-Mymensingh Road. 

•108. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department be 
pleased to state — 

A*) how far the Tangail-Mymensingh Roa^^l has l)een completed; 

(tt) hoW long the road may take to l)e completed without bridges; 

(iii) how many proposed bridges there are on the road; and 

(iv) how long the bridges may require to be completed? 
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(b) Will the Hon’ble Uinister be pleased to state whether the road 

from Madhupur to Tangail may be completed by the next year without 
the bridge portion? 4 

(c) If not, when that is likely to be completed? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) the total amount that has been estimated for this road; and 

(u) the amount that has been roughly spent so long? 

The Hofi’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDYp of Cossinybaair: 

(a) (t) The portion of the road from Muktagacha to Gabtali is nearing 
completion. 

(it) It depends on what funds are available for road development 

in the Province and how such funds are distributed. 

(til) There are 30 bridges on the Kalihati-Tangail section of the 

road. Bridges between Mymensingh and Kalihati have already been 

improved to carry present-day traffic. 

# 

(iv) The bridges are expected to be completed by the end of March, 
1945, provided no delay is experienced in obiaiiiing steel owing to the 

war. 

(b) No. 

(c) By the end of 1945 provided funds and materials are available. 

(d) (i) 118.21,43,726 for the road i)ortion and Rs. 10, 74,000 for the 
bridges between Kalihati and Tangail. 

(u) 118.5,94,334 for the road portion and Rj«. 2, 8*3,379 for the bridges, 
up to Olst January, 1941. 


UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer to which was laid on the table) 

DeliiiMtation of oonstituenoioe of the Tippera Distriot Board. 

46. Mt. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state — 

({) when thO term of the present District Board of Tippera will 
ex|>ire ; * 

(ft) when the election for the constitution of the next District 
Board of Tippera will take place; and 

(iti) whether there have been delimitations of the constituencies? 
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(b) If the answer to (a) (nt) is in the affirmative, will the Hon*blfr 
It^inister be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(t) what are the names of the constituencies; 

(ii) how many seats have been reserved for the minority com» 
munity of the district; and 

(Hi) what are the names of the constituencies, if any, in whiok 
seats have been reserved for the minority community? 


MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
G6 verNMENT department (the Hon’ble Nawah Khwala HaM- 

bullah BahadUfi of Dacca): {a) (i) The hve-year term of the present 
District Board of Tippera will expire on the 6th Novemher, 1941. 

(ii) The honourable member is referred to the reply to clause (a) (ii) 
of unstarred question No 65 on the same subject asked by him on the^ 
6th August, 1940. 

(in) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: With reference to answer (a) (i), I submit 
that the Hon ’hie Minister in reply to a similar question said that the 
term of the Board will expire in November, 1940, but now he says 
that it will expire in November, 1941? May I know which of these* 
two statements of the ITonMde Minister is correct? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadurp of Daooar 

The present one is correct. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Flon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the District Magistrate forwarded the names- 
of the constituencies long ago and also whether in reply to a query 
of the Hoii’ble Minister the District Magistrate has replied that there 
had been delimitation of the constituencies and that therefore it was- 
not possible to do so further at the present moment ; I ask whether this 
is true or not? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I find that you are supplying information and 
not asking for it. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleaW to state as to when the delimitation of the constituencies are 
going to be made? 

The Hofi’bic Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadurp of Oaoear 

As soon as they are received by rae.^ 
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Adjournmoffit motion. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Sir, f have given notice of an adjournment 
:|notion 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I have received notice of an 
;a.djournment motion from the honourable member, and I find that 
-certain serious allegations have been inade in it. I am therefore con- 
sidering whether it should come in the form of an adjournment motion 
or as a privilege motion, or as a motion in the course of the Budget 
•discussion. 1 got it only to-day, and I have not been able as yet to 
•come to a decision which I will give to-morrow afternoon. 

Withdrawal of tho Congress Party, 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Mr. Speaker, I seek your permis- 
sion and also the indulgence of the House for making a statement on 
Jaehalf of the Congress Assembly Party. 

Mr. Speaker, the Indian National Congress is a non-violent 
revolutionary organisation. It decided to enter the Legislature wdth 
the hope of ameliorating the condition of the masses and also for 
organising the nation for its fight for independence. That it did its 
Best in spite of great difficulties and in spite of the limitations of the 
Oovernment of India Act is beyond all controversy. But experience 
has further confirmed our belief that it is not po.ssible to do anything 
-substantial unless you are complete master in your own house. Woe 
to the nation over whose destinies rule the strangers. 

Then came the war and India was dragged into it without any 
•consultation whatever. Even then, India with her bitter experience of 
two hundred years’ foreign Fascist domination was not unsympathetic 
towards Great Britain. But it soon became manifest that words have 
one meaning for England and another for India. Democracy in 
ftlngland does not mean democracy in India. It became evident that 
^Ireat Britain was only concerned in fighting Nazism outside her own 
•empire. Freedom for England not only means freedom of England 
from Nazism and Fascism but also freedom to continue Nazism in 
India. India cannot agree to this. India cannot submit to her 
.annihilation by the extraction by Fascist method of her already, depleted 
resources in course of a war that is not hers. The Congress therefore has 
Been compelled, to withdraw from Parliamentary work and begin direct 
Action, 

In Bengal the present Ministry raised into power by a communal 
electorate supported by the European group has been riding roughshod 
^ver the will of the people. It has neither a clear comprehension of 



1941.] 


BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


237 


the problems of this province nor any comprehensive scheme to solve 
them. It has passed reactionary measures. It has increased and is 
increasing the burden of taxation. It has created an atmosphere of 
bitter communalism. Drunk with power, unrestrained hy any sense ^f 
fairness or dignity it has misgoverned Bengal for the last four years. 
And if the language of its head is any indication, there is no hope of 
any return of sanity. Here also we find no encouragement for construc- 
tive opposition. 

In these circumstances, Mr. Speaker, we have in accordance with 
the direction of the All-India Congress l^arlianuoitary CommitttH! 
decided to withdraw from this Hou'se. Half of our memhers are 
already in jail. We have no heart loi Parliamentary work when the 
flowers of the nation all over India are ru'^hijig into jail. Direct action 
and Parliamentary work go ill together. It is true that Bengal has her 
special troubles but tlie soiin'c ot all trouble is loss independence. 
And in the fight for indepemlence Bengal must line up with tin* rest of 
India. But, Sir, whenever the ])resent (loveriimenl hiings torward 
measures t(» trample the fundamental interest of this proviiu’e. those of 
us who will remain outside the jui^on will eouie here to record our 
opposition. 

Mr. Sjieaker. hefort' we witlolraw I ucoild aKo like t<> make it clear 
that hy withdra\Mng we mean no disrespect to the llouso and no 
discourtesy to the (’hair. 

GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET. 

Mr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Mr Speaker. Sii. 1 have taken 
m\ stand at a time when a section of the House has withdrawn from 
the House after the Leader of that j»arl\ has madi* a statement hert* 
before us. The statement made hy the Leader of tin* ('luigres^ party 
is really befitting his position and is ^uitalrle lor the occa.sion on which 
it has been made when we are in the midst of the Budget discussion. 
Sir, the Budget, a.s it has been presented to us, is a painful picture. 1 
shall not traverse from the beginning to the end of the statement which 
the Hon’ble Mr. Shaheed Suhrawardy, the Finame Minister, has 
made. 

So far as the Budget i.s concerned, much criticism has been made for 
and against it during the last few days when I had political engage- 
ments elsewhere. Sir, to-day I will only refer to one aspect of the 
thimg and take up the Agricultural Department and especially the jute 
policy of the present Government. Before I do that, I shall say that 
we are already presented with a deficit Budget. It has already been 
said. Sir, that we had surplus money and that it has not only been 
spent but in order to meet the deficit Budget the Hon’ble the Finance 
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Minister has flung at our face a new Bill. He wants to tax the people 
of this province. Sir, it ill beflts an occasion when in a country which 
is proverbially poor that it should be faced with a deficit Budget, and 
the Finance Minister should come forward with a Bill for taxing the 
people — taxing whom — taxing not the zamindar ridden Ministry, 
taxing not those whose income is inflated, taxing not those who are 
gloated with the wealth of the country, namely, the European vested 
interests, but taxing practically speaking though not directly but 
indirectly the poor half-starved peasantry, as the Finance Minister 
himself has put it. Therefore, Sir, it is no use criticising the Finance 
Minister who never cared for what the people thought or for what we 
(»n this side of the House say. But 1 submit. Sir, that this cannot be 
the policy of the Government which wants to benefit the nation at 
large. I could have very well understood if my triend the Hon'ble the 
Finance Minister had taxed the agricultural income of the zemindars 
of Bengal. The Kuropean jute mill owners who after making good 
bu.siness here take away large sums of money from this ])rovince could 
have been taxed. (Muulvi Aar Hoss.mn Sarkak : lie dared not I) 
Sir, I am reminded of a couplet — 

meaning you call me Haji and I will call you Haji. I read one ^tate- 
inent of Mr. Walker, Leader ot the European group, published in a 
pa])er, be(‘ause I was away from the House when he made it on the 
floor of the House. He paid a compliment to the Finance Minister for 
his best Budget, and he has further stated — 1 shall quote a portion of 
the speech which he made in the House: “Despite adverse conditions 
the industry is in a sound position — here he was referring to jute — and 
Mr. Walker proceeded to say: “and they (the {ioverninent) have fully 
implemented their undertaking to deal firmly with labour agitators and 
in this respect we have every reason to be satisfied." Of course 90 per 
cent, of the European interests have been satisfied, but what about the 
half-starved peasantry? What has been done to them? I can very 
well understand that our European friends are very much satisfied 
because Mr. Shaheed Suhrawardy engaged goondas, hirelings and 
hooligans to destroy the genuine labour movement in this province. 
Therefore, the European Group must be satisfied and they had certainly 
very good reasons to pay the best compliment to him on their behalf. 
But in face of that I find in to-day’s morning paper a statement by 
Mr. Ispahani. While Mr. Suhrawardy has paid a compliment to the 
Europeans, Mr. M. A. Ispahani has charged the Europeans with a brbach 
of faith. (The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy: It was Mr. M. A. 
Ispahani.) No, it was Mr. M. A. H, Ispahani. He baa said: “It is 
difficult to discuss problems of Jute and Jute manufactures on familiar 
grounds for the changes that have been affected during the last year are 



1941.] 


BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


Biany and most unforeseen which have east their shadow on all sections 
of trade. The efforts made by the Government of Bengal did not bring 
any tangible results and the situation deteriorated progressively. The 
agreement with Indian Jute Mills Association was a welcome sign of 
mutual co-operation between the trade and industry and the Govern- 
ment. But it is a matter of regret that the mills on their part have not 
adhered strictly to the agreement. They have not purchased the agreed 
quantity themselves nor have they purchased for the Government on 
whose behalf they were to a(‘t as buying agents. It is to be regretted 
farther that the Government too have not cared to see that stipulated 
purchases were made." 

In face of that what does the Finance Minister sa> He says : 
“I do not claim that we are out of the wood yet, hut 1 do claim— and 
it is with great pride that 1 make this claim on helialf of the prestmt 
Government — that we have succeeded in securing to the growers of jute 
a price that would not have been possible hud the forc’cs of competition 
been allowed tree Jilay and the niiifnt had no proti'ction against the 
superior bargaining position enjoyed b\ otlier interests and tor the 
first time in the history of tliis province (lovernnnmt have secured the 
co-operation of the Indian Jute Mills’ Association in an endeavour to 
obtain fair prices to the growers and to stabilise conditions througliout 
the trade. 1 am glad to have had this (*o-operation and I hope that in 
future years it will be forthcoming in increasing measure.” 

Sir, I do not give any an>«wer to this. The an.swt'r has been given 
in fitting terms by Mr. Ispahani. Therefore, Sir, 

*7^ fr- y y/i ly 

has come to full play here. 

As I said at the outset, Sir, I will here deal witli the agricultural 
policy of this Government and especially tlie policy that Government 
have given effect to. The Finance Minister ha.s said that he is very 
glad to have been able to obtain fair prices for jute. I do not know 
what sort of fair price.s has lieen obtained for the growers of jute in this 
province. I will only deal at the present moment w'ith the policy that 
has been adopted by Government with regard to jute regulation and 
jute restriction. I am in po.sses.sion of circulars — I do not know 
whether, they are absolutely confidential or semi-confidential — but I am 
also iff possession of documents alleged to have emanated from Ministers 
to some others whereby they have prohibited meetings to be held 
thrcJbghout this province to discuss not only the jute policy of Govern- 
ment’ but also anything which is concerned with the Bill that has been 
enacted into law. I do not know^ if a Government is functioning. In 
any constitutional country where constitutional Government is said to 
be functioning, it is the primary' right of the people of the State to 
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discuss' constitutionally what laws are passed by the State. I do not 
understand how that Government could try to hoodwink the public by 
such measures and by issuing private circulars to Magistrates. Of late, 
only the other day, some Magistrates issued prohibitory orders so that 
the 28th February might not be observed as the jute day in the whole 
of Bengal, and in spite of that the jute day has been observed and 
observed in a fitting manner by the people of this province. 

So far as regulation and restriction are concerned, I must make the 
position both of myself and of my party clear that nowhere has there 
been any regulation of jute as such or restriction of jute as such, but 
whatever has got to be done must be done on the basis of a plan. As 
it is, we do not know where the policy of Government will lead u*? to. 
You are jumping into a whirlpool, but you do not know where the 
whirlpool will take \ou. May 1 ask what is the policy behind the 
scheme? It reminds me. Sir, of an occasion when I had the honour 
of being in the Ministry and when 1 had the honour of holding the 
portfolio for at least three months. 1 can say with pardonable pride 
in this House tor the first time this afternoon that 1 lunl the honour of 
inaugurating a measure of this nature — not in this fashion; I explained 
it in the Cabinet, but afterwards 1 found that the whole thing was 
bungled. 1 see Mr. Suhrawardy is laughing. He thinks that the 
monopfdy of the whole credit is hi.s or that the privilege of engaging 
the f/oonda element is also his. Now that he has successfully taught 
the labour leaders of the country, he is trying to teach the peasant 
leaders of tlie province. I would invite him to the paddy fields and jute 
fields. Let him (‘ome and teach the peasants the lessons that he has 
learnt here. Sir, 1 say that regulation us such we are not against. I 
do not see the Agricultural Minister here. 1 think that the Agricul- 
tural Minister, it he has got anything to do with it, should have been 
present on thi.s occasion. Possibly he has relinqui.shed everything in 
favour of the Labour citm Finance cinn Commerce Minister. 

Sir, if Government want to regulate the production of jute, let 
them do it by all means. But what is the jilan behind it? They have 
gone on restricting the cultivation of j\ite to (»ne-third. What is the 
instruction which has been given to the growers of jute of this 
province. There are about 90 lakhs of bighas on which jute is grown 
in this province. Ti»ey want to resirict the cultivation of jute to one- 
third. 

Mr. Speaker^ Sir, I would request you to order not to switch on the 
red light for a few minutes more. 

Mr. SPEAKER: To-day is the last day for the general discussions 
of the Budget. I shall try to adjust as much as possible, but I hope 
you wull understand my position. Please finish your speech as soon aa 
possible. 
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* Mr« M.'SHAMSUDDiN AHMED: Sir, GO laklis of highas of laud 
will be set free from jute cultivation. Everybody knows that most of 
the areas under jute cultivation are inundated during the rainy season. 
What is the instruction of Government to peasants regarding lands that 
will be set free from jute cultivation. They say that Napier grass or 
maize may be grown. I may tell them that Napier grass can never be 
grown on low lands. It mu'it always be sown on high lauds. Maize 
also mu^t be grown on higli land'i. The (iovernment are possibly in a 
hurry as the elections are coming \er\ near. They want to please tlie 
IXiropean merchant^ >o that the manufa(‘tured goods that are already 
in their pos^essitm may he M)ld at a high price. Tliey want tlie Fatka 
market to go up so that tiie f<tik(uralht$ may make some money in that 
market. May I ask the Finance and Agricultural Ministers: what is 
going to hapj>en to the o() lakhs of maunds (»f jute that was purchased 
by Government at a cost ot IG. :{(l lakhs ^ What is the condition of 
that jutc’^ 1 think that the leason uhy all these arrangements have 
been made is to get eom]>liments from a ciutuin section of tht‘ House. 
So far a.s the sowing of alternative cro}>s i> concerned, no direclion has 
been given. Nothing lias been ileeided as to the minimum quantity 
of laiul on wliich eaeli (’ultivatiU’ can grow jute. If a itian who lias heen 
gr(*t;sing jute on two higlias is re^trieteil to one-tliinl of two highas, 
what would he tin* ({Uantitv Tlieietore 1 sa\ that there is no jilan. 
There is no soil survey. Nobod\ knows in places \Gi('re jute used to he 
grown what (»ther tilings can lie gro\Mi. No1)(m1\ kioiws an> thing ahout 
it. I say this from my exjierieiicc as Mini-'ter. When 1 was a 
Minister 1 emiuired (*t the ('hemistr\ Dejiartment as to xtil content of 
the different jiarts of the piovinct- and iliev conld not give me any clear 
idea ahout it. 

Now, Sir, so far as jute c<»nceincij. fvcii ^ii))po-ing there is 
regulation ot jute, what guarantc<* there that tlie juti* grower in spite 
of the restricted (iuantit\ of jute \^ ill get a lair pi itt No gtiaraiitec 
has been given. No fixation ol minimum jirii'e ha^ heeii iloiie so far as 

We know. Last year ahout JvO lakh-' of hales of juU* was produced. 

If it is brought down to oiie-thir<l, how are we to know’ that the jute 
grower of this country will get a tau price*" AVould he get an 
equivalent yirice*"' Therefore 1 "Hv that the whoh' thing iias bt^i*n faulty 
right from the beginning. Circulars have been issued that we ar^ 
mischieyous people and that we are carrying on a mischievous propa- 
ganda. These are issued in order to -ihiit down our propaganda. I 
ask why don't you face the public p You have initiated this law and 
whift<*ver repercussions are prodticeil by this law, you have to face the 
public. Sir, I shall tell thi» House one im ident. There was a meeting 
at Faridpur and the highest officer of the Jute Department, the Chief 

Controller of Jute, was present at the meeting. 1 had the 

honour of presiding over that function. The Chief Controller 



BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


[3rd March» 


asked me to give him permission to address the meeting. I 
gave him the necessary permission. He began speaking. After he had 
spoken for ten minutes, all the people stood up and shouted with one 
voice “Sit down’\ “We do not want to hear you”, “Why do you take 
your pay”, “If you cannot do anything for us, why do you draw your 
pay”. It took me nearly ten minutes to restore order and with very 
great difficulty I did it. When that officer came back to Calcutta, a 
conference was held in the Secretariat. Editors and newspaper men 
were called in not by the Agricultural Minister because he was in his 
constituency at Faridpur but by the Finance Minister. I do not know 
what discussions took place in that conference. But we know only this 
that circulars have been issued from the Secretariat to the District 
Officers to the effect that they should not allow meetings to be held 
where jute policy will be discussed. It is a shameful thing that has 
been done by Government. I do not know who is responsible for these 
circulars. If you pass a law, you must take the con>equences of the 
same. You must go and tell the public that this is the position regard- 
ing jute. You must go and face the i)ublic. 1 know that Government 
cannot face the public. After doing the thing without any ]>lan or fore- 
thought, Government cannot face the public. They are trying to 
hush up the agitation and shut otit the voice. The voice is not of the 
satisfied capitalists, })o per rent, of whom are European^. The voice 
is of the ruined peasantry and starved labour of this (‘ountry. It is the 
duty of this (rovernment to hear that. If they do not hear, I am 
stating before this House with all the force that I can command and 
with all the responsibility that is in me that the voice i< of the ruined 
peasantry and starved labour will be made heard. 1 know that 
Mr. Suhrawnrdy is alwa\s imdined to laugh. He thinks that all the 
intelligence is his and that all the wisd«)m is his. The finance is in his 
pocket and if you trust him he will keep all the money, (iovernment or 
otherwise, in his safe custody. We know that he is in the habit of 
doing it not only here. We have known him outside al>o. We know 
how he keeps the public mone> . The more he laughs, the more he 
ridicules himself and not others. 1 say. Sir, that the voice of the 
satisfied capitalists is not the voice that will rule thiN province. It is 
the voice of the ruined peasantry and starved labour that is going to 
rule this province. If you still do not hear the voice of ruined 
peasantry and starved labour, time is fast approaching when they will 
make you hear and understand what the real position is. Sir, I am 
not in the habit of throwing out challenges. But I ask the Ministry 
to think very seriously over the present circumstances. Let ‘t*tiem 
carefully survey the whole thing and then have an economic planning 
80 far as jute is concerned. On their own admission, Sir, we find that 
Government have made grave errors not only in making a survey but 
also in drawing up planned .schemes. I am glad that when we pointed 
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<Hit Bome of the errors Government rectified them, but so far as other 
grave errors are concerned, they are not prepared to rectify them. 
Therefore, the main defects are still there. 

Sir, I do not want to take more time of the House, and I shall 
conclude by making a reference to the teeming millions of our country 
people, who constitute the poor peasantry of Bengal. It is the duty of 
the Hou’ble the Finance Minister or tor the matter of that of any other 
Minister to hear the voice of those people, what the teeming millions 
have got to say about jute and not to feel satisfied with what Mr. Walker, 
th'e Leader of the European group, has saicl. Sir. this Budget is a 
painful picture that Mr, Sulirawardy has drawn, and it is a prejmsterous 
idea to think of taxing the p(»or people lor the purpose of balancing a 
top-heavy Budget. In that view. Sir. and alst) in view of the fact 
that in the present international situation wdien we are all talking of 
a new order, — when Rriti>li imj>eriali>ts are talking ot a new <inler and 
Hitler is also talking of a new order. — when ever\bod\ Irom the 
imperialists down to ordinary men like ourselves are talking ot a new 
order — I would ask Mr. Suhrawardx to do what he can tor tlu‘ gooil of 
the ])oor peasantry of Bengal. So tar as we are (oneerneil, Sir. we are 
also hoping tor a n(‘w order and when that <»rder conies, Mr. Sulirawardy 
will have no place in it at all. But until that lime 1 would rei|uest 
him to do something tor the jmor toiling masses ot the people of 
Bengal. 

Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Sir. though 1 am now in the 

happy position of having a tew .shots at the target instead ot being the 
target itself, I have not forgotten the limitations under which a Finance 
Minister has to work under the prevailing ctmdition of things. But 
even if one made allowances for the.se limitation.s. the present Budget 
does not in any way strike me as one calling lor the fulsome praise 
wdiich the Leader of the European (iroup has been pleased to shower 
on it, nor, Sir, on the other hand, can 1 bring inyselt to condemn it 
in the manner Mr. Surendra Natb Bi'^was has done, throwing a long 
catalogue of things at the Hon’lde Miiii.ster— things, which. Mr. Biswas 
would have us believe, were all capable of immediate accomplishment 
but for personal sbortcoming.s of the hinance Minister, h rankly, Sir, 

I do not find it in myself either to indulge in unthinking eondemnaliou 
or in fulsome praise. But 1 believe. Sir, that both this praise and this 
condemnation have little relation to the actual achievements of the 
budget itself. The Leader of the European Group would, I guess, be 
fulPof praise even if Mr. Sulirawanly had made a worse showing and 
Mr. Tliswas would be equally loud in his condemnation even if the 
Budget were better than it actually is. If I shall have to criticise 
the Budget, I shall do so with the full sense of responsibility of a 
person who was Mr. Suhrawardy's immediate predecessor. 
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The main burden of the Hon’ble Minister’s statement on the Budget 
is a justification of the Sales Tax. The Hon’ble Minister is so anxious 
that the measures for additionaFrevenue should be passed that towards 
the end of this Budget speech he has thought it fit to ‘‘make it plain” 
what the Government would be forced to do in the unlikely event of the 
legislature refusing to pass these measures. “It would of course be 
necessary”, in his opinion, “to subject the whole Budget to drastic 
reduclions, reductions that will not only paralyse any attempt.s to 
extend our l)eiu*ficent activities but will .seriously jeopardise the conti- 
nuance of a number of es.sential services now in operation.” It can 
easily be shown that this threat has absfdutely no meaning, for on 
Mr. Suhrawurdy’.s own showing any deficiency in meeting the expendi- 
ture provided for by him could be met out of the opening balance. 
Proceeds of a sales tax would not at all be necessary to provide for 
whatever beneficent activities liave found place in his Budget for the 
next year. Even after meeting all the expenditure provided for, 
there is still a balance of Ks. ‘b‘> lakhs, which, however, as has been 
stressed by the Hon’ble Finance Minister, is hopelessly inadetjuate as 
a working balance that the (iovernment must maintain w'ith the 
Reserve Bank and with Treasuries. The first point I want to stress is 
that the closing balance would not be so low at the end of the Budget 
year as the Finance Minister would like us believe. 

Let me consider the question of the abnormally low’ closing balance 
first. According to the estimates, the year Ib41-4‘J starts with an 
opening balance ot Hs. 1 crore lakhs. But if in actual working this 
opening balance ])roves larger the closing balance for the Budget year 
w'ill be corresj)ondingly increased above the amount of Rs. dd lakhs. 
The oi>ening balance of 1941-4‘.2 is the .same as the closing balance of 
the current >ear. This closing balance has been arrived at on the 
assumption that revenue expenditure in the current year would amount 
to Ks. 14 crores 8d lakhs according to tlie revised estimates. If past 
working is any guide, 1 am almost sure that the amount of Rs. 14 
crores 8‘) lakhs is not likely to be s])ent in full during the year. It 
w’ould appear that the difi’erence between the reviseil estimates and 
actuals in 19311-40 was 83 per cent,, the actual being less than the 
revised figure by this percentage. So even on a conservative basis 
the savings may be fairly placed at 2 per cent, of the revised estimates 
of 14 crores 8o lakhs, w^hich will mean a saving of about 80 lakhs. It 
is thins reasonable to assume that the coming year would start with 
about Rs. 80 lakhs more in the till than has been assumed in the 
estimates. In the result, the closing balance for the Budget yearVill 
stand at about Rs. 68 lakhs, even if every pie budgeted for expenditure 
in 1941-42 were spent in full. Experience however shows that this is 
not possible and savings would materialise as assuredly in the expendi- 
ture estimate of 1941-42 as it has done every year in the past,. It 
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appears from the audif report of 1941 that the percentage of savings on 
final appropriations and grants has been 5*7 in 1937-38, G in 1938-39 and 
8 '5 in 1939-40, The percentage thus is gradually increasing. The 
budget year’s estimate stands at over Ks. In crores and even a 4 per 
ce7it. saving on this (as against 8*5 per cent, in 1939-40 > would raise 
the closing balance by Rs. GO lakhs to about Ks. IJ crores (Ks. 33 lakhs 
4-30 lakhs + 60 lakhs =1-23 lakhs). 

This, however, is not all. It would appear from the footnotes under 
Appendix I of the Finance Minister’s Budget Statement that the 
closing balance for the current year inclmles .i ‘ihort-tenn ham of 75 
lakhs in Treasury Bills but that the closing lialance for l!)lI-42 does 
not include any e(iuivah*nt amount. A cn»p loati of K*-. GO lakhs and 
an agricultural loan of Ks. 5 lakhs have bemi ])rovided in the Budget, 
so in the coming year also it would be justifiable to take a short-term 
loan of at least Rs. Go lakhs to replenish the balances, i^ nece-^sary . I 
do not think this would actually be ne<‘essary. but I ])oint it out as a 
clear wa> b\ means of ^^hich the balances (‘otild justifiably and easily 
be replenished. If then a short-term loan of (io lakh'^ is taken in 
lfl41-42, the (dosing balaiu'e. increascMl b\ this amount will stand at 
123 Go •- 1 crore 8(S lakhs \\hich is a '•utficieiitl\ large resei Ne to fall 
back upon. 

It is also worth remembering that in addition to the idosing balance" 
shown in the Budget, Government hold securities of the full value of 
47 lakhs which are as much a part of their closing balance as the ncfual 
cash held b\ them. Even allowing a sufficient margin f(»r d(‘preciation, 
the value of these securities ma\ be placed at over 4lt lakhs in which 
event the real closing balance ma\ be taken as 2 crores 2S lakhs. 

There seems to be no reasonable ground of apiuehensi»>n, therefore, 
on the score of a depleted closing balance. 

In my calculation I have not taken into account the slock of juto 
held by Government. This jute which was purchased for •»() lakhs may 
in an emergency be converted into mone\ . It may not be possible to 
dispose of this huge stock all at (»nce without a seriously depres.sing 
effect on the market but the fact that ass<»tt« to the extent of 36 lakliM 
are held by Government but are mG immediately convertible into money 
justifies the raising of a loan of an erjuivalent amount, or of at least 
Rs. 26 lakh.s. 

LastU , the receipt.s of the Petrol Sales Tax which will be levied in 
October next will add about Rs. 5 lakh« to the cash balances during 
the «iext year. The balances will then rise up to over Rs. 2 crores 50 
lakhgh— the, figure i.s the highe.st reached so far under Provincial 
Autonomy. 

Where there is thus every possibility of having a.clo.Hing balance 
of over R.s. 2 crores 56 lakhs, the Finance Minister would, I hope^ 
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pardon my hesitation to accept his statement ttat without additional 
revenues obtained through fresh taxation not only would the extension 
of the Government’s beneficent activities be paralysed but even the 
continuance of the essential services would be seriously jeopardised in 
the ensuing year. Not to speak of the budget year, I am inclined 
to think that the raising of additional revenues would not be neces- 
sary even in 1942-43, if expenditure is provided for on the present 
basis. 

Let me now turn to the question of a large revenue deficit of 1 crore 
34 lakhs. The first observation which I would like to make on this 
figure has been practically covered by what has been stated before — 
namely, that in actual working savings to the extent of G to 8 per 
cent, have occurre<l in the past on the budgeted grants and appro- 
priations and a saving of 4 per rent, or so on these estimates is practi- 
cally certain to materialise. This in itself would have the effect of 
reducing the deficit to .something less than To lakhs. Ihen again there 
are certain items in the budget which are in the nature of investments 
and as such should not form a charge on current revenues. One of 
these is the ])rovision of G laklis for the commutation of pensions. As 
this is remunerative and results in the reduction of recurring pen- 
sionary charges it is not a proper charge on current revenues unless 
there is a comfortable margin of revenue sur]>lus which is not the case 
in the coming year. It may be added incidentally tfiat, so far as I 
can remember, in the past the Government of Bengal have in years 
of deficit financed expenditure on commutation of pensions by borrow- 
ing, and there is no reason why there should be a departure from this 
precedent now. And I understand Madras and the Punjab have also 
liad recourse to the same method. In the pre.sent case, matters may 
easily be managed by borrowing. Another item which may be placed 
iji the same category is the expenditure of 8 lakhs on the purchase of 
land near the High (’ourt which is likewise expected to be a remunera- 
tive investment. 

If all these things are taken into account, it will be found that the 
real revenue deficit is much smaller than what the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister has shown it to be. It may safely be expected to be in the 
neighbourhood of Ks. (»G lakhs only. And in view of the position of 
the balances it need not cause much anxiety. 

It should also be remembered in this connection that the fir^t five- 
year perioti under the amended Distribution of Revenues Order expires 
at the end of tfie Budget year 1941-42, so that in 1942-43 the Govern- 
ment may reasonably expect to get as its share of income-tax fropi the 
Centre an additional revenue of Rs. 13 lakhs, the amount increasing by 
an addition of Rs. 13 lakh.s every year thereafter till the total reaches 
Rs. 90 lakhs. And in view of this the Budget deficit of a few lakhs 
need not be of much concern on the present basis from the year 194^-43. 
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One contributory cause of the deficit in the revenue account is no doubt 
the smaHer realisation on jute duty, tlie yield being about Rs. 42 lakhs 
lower than the estimate during the current year owing to the war 
situation. But this low receipt of jute duty is not a permanent feature 
and the yield may reasonably be expected to rise up to the normal when 
the war ceases. Provincial excise, in spite of tlie assurance of the 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister to inaiigerate Prohibition, has risen by 
Rs. 2(1 lakhs. If there be no Prohibition movement, one may reason- 
ably expect a gradual increase in revenue from this source with the 
iiK^rease in the industrial population; and if foreign liquor is subjected 
to an additional duty so as to bring it up to the Bombay level, an 
additional yield of about Rs. 10 lakhs may well be expected. So with 
the prospect of a gradually increasing income-tax receipt, the restora- 
tion of the jute tax and the introduction or increase in one or two other 
smaller taxes such as tax on foreign liquor, tax on monopoly, etc., 
no fresh taxation on a large scale such as a sales tux would be neces- 
sary even if beneficent activities are tindertaken on a much larger 
scale than at present. On the basis of the budgetary ixtsilion (d’ the 
Government as it is likely to develo]) during the next two or three 
years, I feel that the main problem with which the Fimince Mini'^ter 
need concern himself now is not (he (juestiofi <d’ raising additi»>m»I 
revenues on a large scale, but jtersuading his colleagues to frame 
suitable schemes of mass amelioration on which unfortunately there is 
so much talk but so little of performance. 

Now let me sa,\ a feu w<»rds about the actual ])rovisions which have 
been made in the budget. While introducing the Sales Tax Bill in 
this House in November last, the Finance Minister displayed a siuise 
of exaltation b} stating that the juoceeds of the tax uould give him an 
opportunity of doing “big things in a big wa.\ “ — thinys of “unimagin- 
able magnitude’’ — to qu(»te his own words. He lamented that he had 
not yet been able to introduce primary education in all the districts of 
Bengal, — a task for which an additional revenue of 1 crore dT lakhs 
would be necessary — that technical educati(»n was at a stamlstill, that 
he could not give encouragement to industries big ami .‘•mall to augment 
the resources of our people. He was considering large schemes of 
electricity development, but could not take them in hand for want of 
money. They were ready with child-welfare, maternity, unti-tuber- 
culosis and anti-leprosy .schemes, and also schemes for better and more 
hygienic houses in the rural areas, for neat and clean dwelling hou.ses 
for labourers in industrial areas and for a host of other most desirable 
things. From human beiug.s to cattle, he had enumerated beneficent 
schemes for all and of all sort.s. He wanted to give effect to the recom- 
mendations of the Floud Commission, of the Rice and Paddy Committee 
and of the Chaukidari Committee. All this apparently hinged on the 
Sales Tax. The present. Budget is based on the assumption that the 
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Legislature Vould pass the Sales Tax, and yet what indication does 
one find in the Budget of work being undertaken in any of the direc- 
tions, I have mentioned? E^^ept small beginnings in respect of 
primary education according to some plan we do not fully know of, 
a waterworks scheme here and there, there is absolutely no indication 
of undertaking any big things in a big w'ay. The Appendix II which 
he has himself appended to his Budget Speech shows that a total addi- 
tional expenditure of only about Its. 34 lakhs have been provided for 
in as many as five nation-building departments. In the rest of the 
nation-building departments no additional expenditure has been pro- 
vided. In the Department of Agrieulture where he thinks that the 
provision is scandalously low he has not provided for any additional 
expenditure though he claims to ])e trying to improve the standard of 
living of the agriculturists. In the Co-operative Department there is 
a small additional provision from the provisional revenues but it hardly 
relates to co-operation proper. It is for electrification of certain 
offices and for employment of a few men for Mipervising the distribu- 
tion of what they call crop loan''. In the De]iartment of Irrigation 
also, there is no .scheme of “hAcc/.s- to he drained*' or of resuscitating 
dead and dying rivers though according to the Finance Minister “from 
all j>arts of tlie province comes the cr\”. 

In fact, the phrase “nation-building * has been so often repeated that 
it seems to have lost any meaning and has degenerated into a mystic 
jargon for defending anUhing. The art of a builder or an architect 
is not a simple one. The architect mint first know what he is going 
to buihl. He must have a full knowledge of the reijuirements and of 
the materials at his disposal. It is only then that he can make a plan 
and a .specification. Work can begin only after the plan and specifica- 
tions are ready and must proceed according to thes^. He is a bad 
architect who does not follow this sequence. 

The builder of a nation must also follow this .'•eiiuence, otherwise 
he is bound to fail and will only waste the re>ource‘i of the nation. 
He must be a very poor architect of the nation who would like to raise 
for it a grand edifice with faulty planv’, ill-assorted brick'- and mortars, 
nml no trained personnel. Even a beautiful column erected at one spot 
will be useless if the foudation has not been well laid and if it does not 
form a symmetrical component of a connected whole. 

The Budget unfortunately di.sj)luys neither any knowledge of the 
province’s re<iuirements nor any plan. It puts in a wall here or there 
according to thf limited personal knowledge or bias of an individual. 
It may be said that though no survey has been made, something at 
least is being done. But this is bad argument. An architect 'might 
say, “Well, a building must require walls, so let me construct some, 
though I do not yet know the plan of the building.” If he starts that 
way, he will soon discover (i) that he has put the walls in the wrong 
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place, and (*i) that he has spent more bricks and mortar on the walls 
than he could afford with the result that the roof will he leaking. 
This has been exactly the Government line of action. In the name of 
nation-building, they are building a college in a village while oilier 
villages are not even getting primary education. Soon they may 
discover that it has been like putting a wall in a wrong place. Then 
they are providing money for su]>i>lying electric fans in a hostel, 
whereas in other places .students cannot rea<l for want of a place for 
laying their heads in. The Kdiicatimi Budget is full of such unplanned 
expenditure which has naturally degenerated into “doles.” The 
Irrigation budget is hardly better. Apart from the Biver liesearch 
Institute, the rest of the exjienditure is either not on irrigation jiroper 
at all, e.g., construction of a garage in a bungalow and so on or on a 
small khal here and there. Under the hea(U “Civil AVorks.” and “t’o- 
operation” there is no expenditure on any nation-building activity 
proper. 

Where however Government have to act up to a scheme they have 
mostly failed to make the expenditure. In the (‘urrent year's Hurlget 
also, examples of such cases are numerous. Thus the scheme of 
reorganisation of the Bural Reconstruction Department lias not been 
executed, though money wa.s provided (p. To). Tlie provision lor 
Industrial schemes of rural reconstriu'tion also remains unsptMU. ilost 
of the provision for the improvement of Sadar hospitals and for 
reorganisation of the rural public health units remain unutilised. The 
jirovision for soil survey disappears from the “revised.” 

One thing that stands out is that wdiere an expenditure ih depcuidmit 
on the formulation and execution of a scheme, the money i^ not spent, 
but w’here the expenditure jirovided l^ ot the nature of a floh' ami 
there is no necessity to prejjare a .scheme, the money i>, at once spent. 
Moreover, it is also significant that the saving Irom the allotment in 
the nation-building departments i> great<*r than the inaigin of saving 
in the non-nation-building service^. 

If we are to derive the maxiimiin advantage from the utilisation 
of the resources we possess, we should have a careful plan made out 
before we spend the money. And even it we can spend only a little 
money every year, w^e shall have the satisfaction ot knowing that we 
are prpceeding according to plan and are slowly Vmt steadily moving 
towards the realisation of our objective. Ia*! me illustrate my point. 
Let us take the problem of .secondary education ; we all agree that it 
requipes improvement. But let us first make up our mind what exactly 
we want done. Let us prepare the scheme in all details, e.g.^ how 
many schools we should have, what type of schools we want, what 
would be the form of education provided, what kind of teachers we 
need’ and what training should be provided for them and so on. Then 
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let us w)mpute the cost. With this scheme prepared in every detail, 
we shall know that any money that we may spend during any year, 
however small it may be, is b^ng well spent. For, it is going to build 
up the structure of secondary education step by step. I am not opposed 
to grants to secondary schools, to grants for erecting buildings, to 
grants for setting up libraries, but only when they can be related to 
a well thought-out plan. Otherwise, money spent by driblets here and 
there, or as a result of pressure brought to bear upon the Government 
w^ould l)e a criminal waste of the province’s none-too-plentiful resources. 
What I have tried to show in regard to secondary education applies 
equally to any other problem of mass amelioration. I realise, and I 
believe all honourable members also appreciate, that we have not 
the resources to make large provisions in any one year. It is with 
such resources that we have and can hope to raise that we have to 
devote ourselves to tlie task of nation-building. It is a work which 
will not be completed in one, two or even a few years. But that is 
not the material point. The main j)oint is tliat we must si)end every 
penny that we have with the conviction that it is being spent to build 
uj) an edifice, whose plans and specifications we know in every detail, 
and which will be a glory to the province. Unfortunately, however, 
from w’hat one can gather from the activities of the Government, there 
is a total absence of any plan, and no sj)ecifications have been framed; 
moreover, if the Government have collocated any materials it is not 
brick and cement — the indispensable ingredients of a strong edifice, 
but only mud and stone — the missiles of discord. Poor ]ireparations, 
indeed, for doing big things in a big w’ay! 

A careful examination of the Budget yields the irresistible comdu- 
sion that it has been aj>proached from a wrong angle. What the 
Finance Minister appears to be anxious about is not the most 
economical spending of resources on well-planned schemes, but on 
levying additional taxation to raise funds to be frittered away in doles. 
Taxation comes first, instead of plans and machinery for their execu- 
tion. This is a complete reversal of the fundamental principles of 
public finance. The Finance Minister himself admits that the adminis- 
trative machinery at his disposal is “inadequate and ill-equipped.” 
Of course, he does not add that he has no plans either. Yet his thirst 
for taxing the masses is insatiable. The masses, Sir, would not have 
resented taxation measures if they were convinced that money so raised 
would have been well-spent. For, such spending according to a plan 
would be a course of action for raising the income, standard of living 
and material prosperity of the common people, by making the most 
sensible use of our resources and man power. But we must avoid at 
all costs the tendency to jump from one expedient to another. What 
we need. Sir, are, to quote a famous statesman, “unity of planning, 
coherence in administration and emphasis upon cures rather than upon 
drugs.” 
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Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA GOSWAMi: Mr. Si>6aker, I hope I shall 
be forgiven if 1 do not traverse the dreary desert sand of tlead habit 
which compels some people in spite of their convictions to congratulate 
the Finance Minister or the Chancellor of the Exchequer on the 
presentation of his Budget. If this is a parliamentary convention, 
that convention has been fulfilled by at least one Group in this 
Assembly which although not always in moral agreejiient with the 
Government of the day agrees to go into the same lobby. 

I shall begin with the last paragraph of the jointed si>eech of the 
Hcyi’ble Finance Minister, which relates to war effort. The Finance 
Minister has very rightly said, and I congratulate him and his 
colleagues on whose behalf be sj)oke, that nation-building jirogramme 
cannot be retarded in Bengal on account of the war. [ wislj to say 
that the war has nothing to df) with Bengal. That farce (»f a “bla(‘k- 
out” which will be staged to-night in Calcutta and its suburbs will 
be a tragic reminder of the hel])lessness and «iefenc(dessness of India. 
(Hear, hear.) We must realise tliat Tmlia has nt»l been taken into 
consultation in the organisation of defence measures and I have amjde 
autliority to say that in the event of an aggression by a f(*rcign jMtuer, 
we are entirely heljdess; and for that the Indian i)eo])le are not to 
blame. If as a result of enemy aggression the Indian Em]>ir(* is lost 
to the British Empire, there will not be a loud lament, nor a u Inning 
wail, but a curse which will be the e|>itaj)h on a fallen emju're : “\’e 

betrayed a trust ye had fraudulently assumed.” I say this with convic- 
tion and with passion becau.se from the beginning of I lie uar 1 was for 
co-operation with the British people in the prosecution of this war. 
And for this co-operation in the prosecution of this war wc made a 
condition. The condition was this, that India should be taken into 
confidence, and that defence measures should he concerted in consulta- 
tion with us. But when I read the reported sj)eech of Sir Jeremy 
Raisman which he delivered on the 28th February in New Delhi, I 
felt that 34 crores or 40 crores or oO iTores, or \ihatever the figures may 
be, were to be exacted from the peojile of India — no one knows for 
what measures of defence. 

Sir, I know that my country is defenceless. My bommrable friend, 
Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, is not here to-day. When we were 
together at Oxford, he used to make .speeches, and the perpetual refrain 
of his speeches on political subjects, was tliat the Indian soldiers 
laid dawh their lives for Rs. 13 a month. It was a refrain similar to 
Cato's : “Delenda est Carthago”. lie has since changed his political 
comjjexiou. He has grown wiser. But as he i.s not here, I shall not 
say any more, but the fact is that Indian troops are being sent outside 
India for purposes which do not relate to the defence of India. 

As regards the Budget, Sir, my task i-s greatly lightened by the 
speech of my honourable friend, Rai Hareudra Nath Chaudhnri, who 
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opened the discugsion, and by the 8i)eech just delivered by my honour- 
able friend, Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarkar. As to the relation of the 
Budget to the principles of public finance, they have done adequate 
justice. We, on this side of the House, feel that a deficit Bud^^et is 
not necessarily an evil or a calamity. We may liave to deal with 
deficit Budgets. We may have deficit budgets in our private life; 
and in a great province like Bengal a deficit of Rs. 1,34, (X), 000 is no 
great calamity. But what about the wastefulness? T have tried to 
study the Budget, but I have tailed to discover that this ( eficit is due 
to any substantial increases in nation-building activities. I have tried 
to scrutinize the Budget as best as I could, but time does not allow 
me to go into details, I failed to discover any substantial in(‘rea.ses 
proposed to ameliorate the condition of the people. Wlide I congra- 
tulate the Finance Minister and his colleagues on the decision that 
they will not stint in the matter of nation-building departments, reg aid- 
less of the war across the .seas, I also indict him for having tailed 
really to provide for nation-building departments. He has naturally 
made provision for a more expensive administration. While the 
A»iglo-Indian theory — I am using the word “Anglo-Indian” in the 
old sense — is that an administration in order to be effective must be 
expensive. An expensive administration is not neces.sarily an effective 
administration. You .see the example of dapan. You look up a Year 
Book relating to Japan. I get the.se books every year, and what is the 
expenditure there compared with the ex]>enditure here on salaries and 
allowances? It is in this province and in this country generally that 
people are drawing substantial pay plus duty allowance and several 
other allowances, and if I had a Civil List before me, I coy Id show 
that a man sometimes gets more on allowances than his substantive 
pay. It is a fact and a scandalou.s fact to augment administration 
expenses in this way and then to ask the tax-])ayers to pay for the 
extravagance. Sir, this is a luxury that must be condemned. Even 
a European country cannot afford the luxury of such excessive 
expenditure. 

Sir, I find that the Budget is not well balanced, but I shall speak 
on one specific point under Education. I find a serious omission. The 
grant to the Viswa Bharaii of Rabindra Nath Tagore seems to be 
absent from the Budget. It was a grant of Rs. 20,000 a year. It 
was a grant first given when my friend, Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarkar, 
was the Finance Minister. Even the grant that was passed and voted 
upon by this Assembly last year has not been paid out. Now, this 
raises one question . Sir, I do not look upon with grudge or cavil the 
extra grants to Muslim institutions, the maktahs and madrassahsf 
because I am by nature not a communalist. I want the whole people 
of Bengal to rise to their full height of culture. But at the same time 
I find that there are indications of a communal nature in the Budget 
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wJiiclL must be deplored, and 1 hope in times to come they will be 
rectified. If I have any further word to say with regard to this 
Budget it will be this, llemember that Bengal w'ants the services of 
every Bengali, whether he professes to be a Bengali or not. Every 
person in Bengal, whether by birth or lineage or by the accident of 
occupation, is a Bengali, and has to be loyal to the country. 1 hope 
that when communal passions die down and ])eople are free from 
prejudice, we sliall have again a Budget under u new system of Govern- 
ment founded on equity and justice. I do not dislike taxation as such; 
I believe in honest socialism, but I do dislike tliat kind of taxation 
wfiich is just a make-shift to carry out certain programmes. I am nn 
honest socialist, but I do not like that in tht* disguised name of 
socialism people in authority should impose taxati()n tiiat would be a 
genuine hardship on the peojde. New measures of taxation have been 
threatened. We do not yet know the nature and colour of those 
measures of taxation. I think a spend-thrift Government does not 
deserve the sympathy of this House. 

Babu PREMHARI BARMA: Sir, 1 cannot congratulate the Hon’bl© 
Finance Minister for his Budget which lie presented before the House, 
as it does not contain any scheme whatsoever for improving the miser- 
abl(^^ lot of the j)eo])le of Bengal. The Biidget is a stiueotyped one 
except in one respect, i.e., in this respect that it is a Budget of huge 
deficit of one crore and d4 lakhs. WV could understand a deficit 
Budget if we could find any practical scheme for the betterment of the 
people of Bengal. 

Sir, Bengal is pre-eminently an agricultural country and the people 
of Bengal have to dejiend solel\ on rain waters for their cultivation. 
The j)eo})le <»f Bengal do not get any helj) from the (ioviuimient in 
re.spect ot cultivating their lands, that is. Government have not under- 
taken any schemes f(»r irrigation to help the cultivators when there is 
drought oi when there is Hood. Tlie people of Ihuigul are already 
heavily taxed and the Government are again going to tax them more 
by passing the Sales Tax Bill whieb is on the anvil of the legislature. 
In lieu of the heavy burden of taxation the people of Bengal have 
every right to demand of the Government that they should provide the 
people with irrigation facilities for cultivation on which depends 
practically the whole jxipulace of Bengal. 

Si». Hie demand for grant under Irrigation is 35 lakhs and 9 
thousand rupees, hut the expenditure of this huge amount will not 
brii^ any relief to tlie ])eople of Bengal and the expenditure of this 
huge* amount does not contain any new scheme for irrigation which 
might help the cultivators of Bengal in their work of cultivation. Sir, 
the Hon’ble Finance Minister himself had admitted in his Budget 
speech that “the Irrigation Department is nothing short of a scandaF*. 

17 
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If the Irrigatii)n Department nothing? short of a scandal, then whtrt 
is responsible for this scandal? Whether the Irrig^ation Department 
itself is responsible or the Government which is at the head of the 
department is responsible for this scandal. I think Government should 
not blame the department and shirk all its responsibility. In my 
opinion, Sir, the failure of the Government to prepare any practical 
suitable scheme for irrigation is responsible for any scandal, if there 
be any, in tlie department. Sir, I appeal to the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister of the Government to lose no time in j)re])aring 'Hiitahle 
irrigation schemes to save the people of Bengal from destruction. 

Sir, with regard to the Agriculture Department of this Goverimooit, 
1 beg to submit that this department also is nothing shoit of a 
scandal. May 1 ask the Government and the llon’ble Mini>tei in 
charge of Agriculture, what good has this department done uj) till now 
to the agriculturists of Bengal? Sir, there is an Agricultural Farm 
in rny own distri<‘t of Dinajpur but wc are still in the daik whether 
any benefit whatsoever this farm ha^ <lone to the agi icultui i>t^ of 
Dinajpur. All that we see is that the farm at l)inaj])ur grow >omc 
paddy, sugarcane and vegetables which art* mit in au\ wa> oi a 
superior (juality to those produced by tlie cultivators them^elve^. We 
are not aware of any practical demonstrations to the cultivators 
instrmding them to produce better kind of padtl\ , jute, .sugarcane, 
etc. 

Again, Sir, the working of the .lute Bt'gulation Act. I!t4lh under 
this dej»arlment is also a farct* and a scandal pure and ^imph^ The 
Jute Kegiilatioti Act is intended t(» do good ti» the people of Befigal by 
restricting the production of jut«‘ and for this puipose recoriK of jute 
lands under this Act hud been prepared. We all had high hope-* that 
correct rt'cording of jute lands would be prei)ared. But ala^ the 
Agriculture Department has not only recorded jute lands but ha> also 
recorded in many cases homesteads, rivers, jungles, tanks, etc., as jute 
lands and thereby has certainl> increased the area of lands fm culti- 
vation of jute. From the record of the jute lands a> prepared by the 
Agriculture Department Government found that cultivat»>rs grew' jute 
on more lands in 1940 than they usually did in previous years and 
therefore they decided to reduce the cultivation of jute by two-thirds. 

Sir, w'e know from (‘omplaints from hundreds of cultivators that 
their jute lamls were not recorded though the recorders saw jute 
.standing on their lands. In many cases lands belonging to A* have 
been recorded as lands belonging to B or C. In many cases, as I said 
just now, rivers, honie.steads, tanks, jungles, etc., have been recoi?tled 
as jute lands. When the people approached the authorities in charge 
of jute restriction, they said that they could not rectify the mistakes 
a.s no complaints were filed in time. The department fixed a certain 
date before wdiich aggrieved persons were to file objections. But this 
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ilat« of filing objections was not widely notified and therefore most of 
the people could not know when to file objections. In many genuine 
cases also where objections were duly filed records were not corrected 
on some flimsy technical grounds. 

Sir, if this record of jute lands is adhered to and fresh petitions 
of objections arc not received and mistakes are not rectified, then the 
cultivators will be ruined. In many cases a <‘uItivator did not get 
even a chattak of land to cultivate jute. 

• Another defect of the Jute ltegulati(»n Act is that jute lands have 
been recorded onl.x in the* names t)f jotedars. The ad /liars and harga- 
dars, who cultivate under the jotrdar^, could not record jute lands in 
their own names as they had not any right in the land. The jotedars, 
when they got only one-third <d‘ their jute lands for jute cultivation 
would not give this one-third oi an> i)art of it to any adhiar but would 
cultivate it t]lCln^elves or b\ members of their family. The result has 
been that practically m^ ad/iiar or Imrgadar would be able to grow jute 
this y(*ar. I request the llon’ble Finance Minister and the Govern- 
ment to tak(‘ inmu'diately necessary stej)s so that the ad/nars and 
/)argadars who form the major portion of the cultivating clas" of 
Bengal get some lands from their jotrdars to cultivate jute. 

Sir, again 1 cannot congratulate the llon’ble Finance Minister 
inasmuch as he has provided (piite an inadeejuate amount for the 
spread of edu(‘ation amongst the Scheduled Uastes of Bmigul. Sir, 
the Scheduled (histes of Itengal reprcs»*nt about oiH‘-tifth population of 
Bengal and a sum of onl\ one ami a half lakhs is ('crtainly (|uite 
inadequate for the education of the children of this one-fifth of th<* 
population of Ihuigal. Sir. for the eilucation of the children of 
Anglo-Indians and Europeans whoM* number is much less than a lakh, 
there is a statutoiy provision f<u‘ about IIJ lakhs of ruj)ees. Sii‘, there 
is a provision in the Poona Pa« t which is a part of the (iovernment of 
India Act, 1935, that an adecjuate sum out of the juovincial revenue 
should be set apart for the education of the children of the Scheduled 
(’astes. But, Sir, in spite of this statutorv provision, the education 
of the Scheduled Castes of Bengal is btdng deliberaUdy neglected. 

(At this .stage the red light was lit.) 

Mf. SPEAKER; Mr. Banna, your time is up. 

%«bu PREMHARI BARM A: Please give me one minute more, 
Sir. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, 1 have got to adjourn the House now. 
.(At this stage the House was adjourned for 10 minutes.) 
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(After adjournment.) 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA b68E: Mr. Speaker, the deficit Budget 
that the Hon’ble Finance Minister has presented to this House has 
earned for him the congratulations of the Leader of the European 
Group and I do not grudge it. Remote, unfriended, melancholy, and 
slow, as is the Finance Minister to-day — to use the words of the poet — 
remote from the position taken up by the rank and file of his own party, 
unfriended even by his own stalw'arts, melancholy because of the ever- 
growing deficit and slow in his capacity and speed to tackle the vital 
and urgent problems of this province, he was certainly in need of some 
solace and comfort and the quarter whicdi never fails him, which never 
failed him on previous occasions, was also not found lacking on the 
present occasion. We all know, Sir, that the Budget he has presented 
is a deficit Budget but I shall not traverse the ground wdiich has been 
already traversed by my honourable and esteemed friend Rai Harendra 
Nath Chaudhuri and my friend Mr. Nalini Ranjan Barker this after- 
noon. They have placed before the House an unanswerable case which 
goes to show that the deficit is not or cannot possibly be as large as 
the Hon’ble Finance Minister makes it out to be. But I shall take the 
Finance Ministei' at his own word and 1 shall assume for the purposes 
of my speech that the deficit on revenue account in 1J41-42 is estimated 
to be Rs. 1,34,24,(100, and in addition the capital and debt section will 
result in a deficit of Rs. 25,43,000. The total d(‘fii*it, therefore, will 
be, according to the P'inance Minister, Rs. 1,50, 07, 000 or, roundly, 
Rs. 1,00,00,000. This will reduce the o])ening balame of Rs. 1,92 
lakhs odd to an estimated closing balance of only about Rs. 32 lakhs 
which, as the Finance Minister himself said, is less than the minimum 
he is required to maintain with the Reserve Bank and the Treasuries. 

Sir, this stringency, iir shall I call it insolvency, is not an excep- 
tional feature of this year’s Budget but follows and crowns a trend 
which has been observable for some time pa.st. Not that the Govern- 
ment receipts have not increased since lue-autonomy days, they have 
im^reused and have very substantially increased. Sir, the actuals in 
the matter of revenue receipts in 1935-30 were Rs. 11,00,47,000; the 
actuals in 1937-38 were Rs. 13,00,85,000 and the actuals in 1939-40 
were Rs. 14,31,00,000. The revised estimates for 1940-41 make it 
Rs. 13,tS2,10,000 and the budget estimates for 1941-42 make it 
Rs. 14, 03, 00, (XK). So, the House could not have failed to notice that 
since 1935-30 the revenues of this province have increased by Rs. 2J 
crores and since 1937-38 the revenues have increased by about Ris, 1 
crore. 

Now, when we come to the expenditure side, it tells us a pitiable 
tale. Expenditure has increased since 1937-38 by over Rs. 3 crores. 
Sir, the solvency in the matter of revenue receipts has not followed a 
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parallel course when you consider the expenditure. The actuals of 
1937-38 disclose a surplus of over a erore. The revised estimates of 
1940-41 disclose a deficit of over a crore. The estimates for 1941-42 
disclose a deficit of over Rs. 1,30 lakhs. On these figures, I think, 
Sir, I am entitled to say that the financial position of the (lovernnient 
of Bengal has been progressively deteriorating under the management 
of the present Ministry. The opening year of provincial autonomy 
presented to us a good and extremely gtu)d financial prospect. This, I 
maintain, should have been improved upon or, at any rate, maintained. 
But I am sorry to have to say that the Ministry has been steadily 
wasting the substance of this province. It se(‘ms that tlie Ministry 
or at any rate the Finance Minister is highly satisfied witli the deficit, 
possibly as a justification of liis proposals for the Sales Tax Bill and 
other taxati«)ii measures. 

I find from his written statement that the Finance Minister lays 
tlie resixmsibilitv for tin* worsening of the tinamdal situation on two 
factors. On pages 7 and 8 of his written statement he attributes it 
so far as the receipt side is concerned mainly to the war situation. Ho 
says that though the war has brought comparative affluence to other 
provinces, in Bengal it has been just the o))[>ositt‘. The reaHr>n was 
the jute position, loss of Continental trade, etc., etc. Yet may I 
remind this House that in 1939-40, which was partially a war year, 
there was an increase in jute duty to the tune of Bs. 22 lakhs and in 
fact in the last month of that year, in March 1940, tin* (iovernment 
received as much as Rs. 00 lakhs from jute duty. In the present 
Budget estimates and in his own statenu'nt the h'inance Minister is 
reckoning on an increase of Rs o lakhs under jute duty next year also. 
The Finance Minister cannot have it b(»tli ways; <*omplain on the one 
band tliat the reason for their inpecuniosity is the falling off in the 
revenue from jute and yet budget on an anticijiated increase of revenue 
fnnn the same souri’e. 

There is one other matter, rather important matter, in his written 
statement which he read before the House t(» wdiich I shall have to 
draw the attention of the House. On the expenditure side he claims 
that the Government expenditure on nation-building a(‘tivities is 
increasing progressively and that practically the whole of this yearns 
increased expenditure is under the nation-building departments. I do 
not l^now whether the Hon’ble Finanre Minister got puzzled in going 
through the array of figures placed before him by his department. 
Thjft is the only explanation I can offer for this statement which is 
cont^dicted by the figures in the budget estimatos, and by the figures 
cited in Appendix II of his own statement. His statement that practi- 
cally the whole of this year’s increased expenditure is under the nation- 
building departments is manifestly not correct. This is contradicted 
by the figures he has placed before the House in the two books which 
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he has presented to us. Generali Administration, Police, etc., thijit i#, 
in one word, administration expenditure rather than the expenditure 
on the so-called nation-build activities is responsible for tjie 
increase in the coming year’s as in the past years’ expenditure. 

I shall proceed, Sir, on the basis of his own figures. Of 
Rs. 77,44,000, representing the gross increase in expenditure — if you 
add up the figures — you will find that only Rs. 33,94,000 is attribut- 
able to the so-called nation-building activities, and balance — not 
Rs. 33,94,000 but Rs. 43,50,000 — is assigned to administration 
expenditure under different heads. That is taking the figures superfi- 
cially. But if you analyse them more closely, you will find that the 
pet increase under nation-Kuilding work — or the s(M*alled nation- 
building work — in the coming year over last year’s expenditure on the 
same kind of work appears to be no more than Rs. 7 lakhs. Sir, I 
hear an observation — and if t heard it aright that it was distorted — I 
say that 1 am referring only to Appendix No. 2 to the printed state- 
ment of the Finance Minister. Administration expenditure which 
covers L’ivil ^^^>rks, (leneral Administration, Oommulation of I'eiisions, 
Superuiiii nation allowances. Land Revenue and Police are responsible 
for the total of Rs. 43, 50, 000, whereas nation-building activities 
represented l)\' Education, Public Health, Ti.diistries, ro-oj>eration, 
Agriculture, and Irrigation are responsible foi only Rs. 33,94,000. 
And if you <()ini)are these figures \\ith last Nt^ai’s figures, you vvill find 
that the net increase in the maiter of expenditure on natiem-buildiug 
work is not more than Rs. 7,00,000. 

Ill this connection, Sir, 1 would like to draw the attention of the 
House to the alarming, almost frightful, increase in expenditure on 
General Administration and Poliee. In 1937-38, the actuals under 
the head “General Administration’’ were Rs. 1,49,82,000, but in 1940- 
41, in the revised estimates it amounted to Rs. 1,54,30,000, and in the 
present Budget estimates they have reached the figure of Rs. 1,03,81,000, 
showing, therefore, an increase of Rs. 14,00,000 under “Genera} 
Administration” in about three or four years. When you come to 
expenditure on the Police and start with the year 1937-38, you find 
that the actuals that year were Rs. 2,24,20,000; in the revised esti- 
mates for 1940-41 they were Rs. 2,30,49,000; and in the present 
Budget estimates they are Rs. 2,38,45,000, thereby showing an increase 
of Rs. 14 lakhs under Police in the course of three or four yeats. I 
think, Sir, it is. only right that I should draw' your attention to the 
figures of other' provinces in the matter of Police exj>enditure anti I 
shall take one specimen here. Police expenditure in the first year of 
Provincial Autonomy in Bengal was, as I have said, Rs. 2,24,20,000} 
in Madras it was Rs. 1,60,00,000; in Bombay, Rs. 1,42,00,000; in tbe 
United Proyinces of Agra and Oudh, Rs. 1,64,00,000; in the Punjab^ 
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Efi. 1,23,00,000 only. The Hou.se gees, therefore, that in the Punjab 
where the record of crime is not brijfhter than that of Beiijral, perhaps 
worse, the provincial Government spends one crore less cm Police than 
Bengal does. 

Then, Sir, I shall say a few words about the want of poli(*y of the 
Government of the day so far as nation-building departments are con- 
cerned. As I perused the printtMl speech of the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister, it seemed to me that he was very fond of high-sounding 
words. And it seemed also to me that he must have been very well 
pleased with himself w’hen he got those sonorous words “progressive 
Government” and “nation-building activities” into the statement 
which he read out to the House. But let us examine the (iovern- 
ment’s performance in the matter of nation-building activities. It 
shows no plan whatever in the Government's ideas on the subject, it 
admits that grants provided for in successive Budgets rcinuined un- 
utilised. The Finance Minister attributes this at ])age ‘2 of his state- 
ment to the lack of the necessary administrative organisation. To that 
m\ answer is that if the Government hud any (‘omprehensive, w'cll-co- 
ordinated and w’cll-thought-out schemes, this pitiful but revealing 
confession would not have been made. 

('oming to the details of expenditure on the nation-building «lei»iirt- 
ments. what do you find? T have said aireudv that the history ot this 
Government’s financial management is the history of unspent or sur- 
rendered grant.s, They budgeted a crore and 47 laklis including 
sup])lementary estimates even so late as in the year ll>39-40, but 
actually could not spend more than a crore and 37 lakhs for want of 
mature schemes. They budgeted, including HU])])lementari(*s. a crore 
and 48 lakhs for 11140-41, and it yet remains to be seen how niurh they 
can spend on sound economic lines. In the circumstances, how can we 
expect any reasonable man, except possibly the group wdiich has always 
pleased the Finance Minister and which is prepared to idease where 
others are not prepared to do so at their bidding, to vote for new taxa- 
tion on an assumed deficit ? 

Take again the head of Medical expenditure, for instance. The 
biggest schemes in the Budget were, firstly, the improvement of Sadar 
hospitals and the Eden Ward in the Victoria Hospital, Darjeeling. Of 
Rh. 2,36,000 provided for ihe first, only a lakh and 17 thousand could 
be sp^t, and Rs. 80,000 provided for the second was not utilised. In 
the Budget for 1940-41 Bs. 90,000 was provided for the Sadar Hospital 
schAne, but out of Bs. 90,000 provided, as much as lis. 80,000 was 
surr^dered, because schemes for improvement had not matured, that 
ia to say, the improvement budgeted for in 1939-40 could not be 
effected in two long years, and yet we find additional provision of 
Ra. .2,20,000 has been made in the present budget estimates. The 
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provision for Rs. 80,000 for the Eden Ward in Darjeelinpr, after being 
repeated for two years and not being acted upon, has been dropped this 
year. ^ 

Then, let us come to the head of Public Health. The biggest anti- 
epidemic scheme of tlie present Government was the much advertised 
Anti-Malaria Scheme. Let no one be deceived into thinking that it 
was a comprehensive all-Bengal scheme to be undertaken by the Gov- 
ernment of the day. It was nothing like it. But what have the Gov- 
ernment done. The Government have relieved themselves completely 
of all responsibility to advi.se and give effect to a comprehensive anti- 
epidemic scheme. Tliey have transferred the responsibility to the 
weak shoulders of local bodies and have apparently taken to aiding 
small local schemes in certain districts. When you consider how even 
that is working, what do you find ? In H)3b-40 a sum of Us. 2, 21), 000 
was budgeted for the purpose, but not a farthing was spent out of the 
budgeted amount. In 1040-41, Us. 2,40,000 was budgeted originally; 
on revision it was reduced to one lakh of ru]>ees, yet we find tliat in 
the present budget estimates Us. 2,00,000 has again been budgeted. 
If it is not window-drcs.sing, 1 do not know what it is. Then again 
the provision for removing the scandalous condition of a tract very 
near by, namely, Ka.sba, is repeated but never spent. Control of leprosy 
and a climatic sanatorium for tuberculosis are as unreali.sed objects as 
ever. 

It is necessary for me, Sir, to give only a few details in support of 
iny criticism that the Government policy reveals no plan, no scheme 
whatever and that is the reason why the revealing confes.sion has been 
made by the Finance Minister that grants provided for in the budget 
have remained unutilised. 

My second criticism of that policy is that the grants such as they 
are, except just a few items, are in the forms of petty doles and petty 
doles mean frittering away the revenues of the province on a number 
of ineffective ventures without getting any value for the money spent. 

My third criticism on the Government policy regarding the nation- 
building departments is that it is a form of patronage — unfortunately 
communal patronage — designed to placate and reward the section of 
the people on whose vote the Ministry depends for office. 

My fourth criticism is that it is invidious and discriminating. 

In support of the third and fourth heads of criticism I shall give 
the House just ,a few figures. We still remember that when the statu- 
tory grant fof the University of Dacca was first made in th^old 
Bengal Legislative Uouncil, the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq was 
of opinion — and he said in so many words — that similar provision should 
be made for Calcutta University also, but no statutory provision for 
Calcutta University has yet been made. Grant to Calcutta University 
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is. subject to the vote of the House but grrant to the University of Dacca 
has again been made non-voted. Muslim Hall after Muslim Hall is 
being added to Dacca — so be it, I do not grudge il~but the Hindu 
hostel for the Chittagong College has been discontinued for reasons 
we do not know. In collegiate education, big districts either have no 
colleges or only a single college whereas colleges are being added tr> 
districts that are already sutficiently provided with colleges. Take for 
instance the district of Bakarganj. Besides the Brojoinohan Institu- 
tion a college at Chakhar is considered by the Govern men t as an urgent 
nepessitv, while 24-Parganas or Dinajpur district has no college. 
Again, Mymensingh must have an additional Sardah college — 1 do not 
know if I am prcmouncing the wonl correctly — while Midnapore can 
safely continue with one. One Sanskrit college is considered good 
enough for the whole province while any number of Islamic Intermediate 
Colleges are being reared up at different places. In the i)rimary 
sphere, for want of general schools thousands upon thousands (»f Iliinlii 
hoys have t<» read in Maktabs but still no ])rovision is being made tor 
the education of Hindu boys in primary .schools of their own. 

Take the case of Viswa Bharati, which has been referred to by my 
honourable and learned friend Mr. Goswami. It is true that in the 
revised estimates for 1940-41 as also in the budget estimates for 1941- 
42 provision has been made for the grant of Us. 20,000 to Viswa Bharati 
but it is no secret to-day that tluuigh the budget estimates for 1940-41 
and the revised estimates for the same year mentioned that ])rovi»ion 
money has not been paid out to the Viswa Bharati, though it cannot be 
contradicted that it is one of the most useful institutions in the whole 
province — possibly I may add the whole country. It is an institution 
at the head of which is one whose writings have provided intellectual 
moral and spiritual food for Hindus and Muslims alike, and yet the 
provision which was made last year ha.s not yet been acted upon and 
the provision which has been made in the i)resent Budget estimatea 
will, I am afraid, not be acted upon. But I shall have to say more on 
the subject when we deal with the cut motions. 

Now', Sir, it is on the.se facts and it is on this background that the 
Government of the day in.sist.s ‘upon and promises u.s new taxation. 
On the figures put forward by the Finam'e Minster himself, which I 
have tried to analyse and di8.sect within the short time at my disposal 
I have endeavoured to show that the Government have no further claim 
on the tax-payer, no further claim at any rate until the Government 
can show a more constructive and a less communal record. 

Then, as regards the taxation policy itself, I maintain, Sir, that the 
whole taxation policy is wrong. It has laid an ever-increasing burden 
on the poor, the middle-class and the masses leaving the privileged and 
the capitalist section aside. The voices emanating from the castles of 
the nobles and the mansions of the wealthy make themselves heard in 
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the Councils of the Government, but the voices which emanate from the 
humble cottages of the poor — ^by poor I mean the poor middle-class, 
the poor tiller of the soil, the sweated and sweating industrial labourer 
— do not make themselves felt. This policy of resorting to taxes which 
plmost exclusively drain these classes will, I think, reduce the pros- 
perity of the province and of precisely the classes which form the 
backbone of the province and constitute the mainstay of its economic 
structure. 

The Hoii’ble Finance Minister has gone further. He has ended his 
written speech with a threat. This is whai he has said : 

*‘I must however make it plain that, in the unlikely event of the 
Legislature refusing to empower Government to raise the 
necessary additional revenues, although there will be no time 
for us to prepare and present fresh estimates and the House 
has |)erforce to be asked to vote on the estimates now in 
members’ hands, Government could not regard such grants 
as anything more than a makeshift to be used so that admi- 
nistration may proceed in constitutional form. It would of 
course be necessary to subject the wliole Budget to drastic 
reductions, reductions that will not only paralyse any attempts 
to extend our henefi<*ent activities but will seriously jeopardise 
the continuance of a number of essential services pow in 
operation.” 

Sir, ibis is almost an ultimatum, an ultimatum to stop expenditure 
on nation-building activities, if the Sales Tux Billl is not passed. If 
the Fimui(‘e Minister thinks that he can manipulate and exploit the 
budget in order to force the Opposition to support his Bill, he is very 
much mistaken — I shall su\ he is .sadly mistaken. He must convince 
the House of the merits of his Bill. He must satisfy us about the 
schemes of expenditure and produce concrete plans of social and 
economic reform. We are not prepared to take him on trust. I say, 
♦Sir, in all seriousness that we are not prepared to take him on trust 
and give liim a blank cheque for expenditure and a general power of 
attorney for imposing new taxation. . (Applause from the Opposition 
benches.) 

Th« Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have 
listened with great patience and even with some forbearance to the 
speeches that have been delivered in this House on the budget proposals 
and except some generalisations and the utterances of political cliches 
to which we ere now more or less accustomed, there has been. tittle 
uttered which may lead me to give a detailed answer to the criticisms 
on the subject. Before, however, Sir, I deal with those high lights 
who have taken the floor this evening, may I congratulate those honourr 
able members of the Congress Opposition who are to-day adorning iht 
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benches for not following their oolleaguen out into the wilderness. 
Their piesence here, Sir, is a source of great strength to us because ip 
them we see a constitutional Opposition whose criticisms we vaUue and 
without whose presence no Government can properly function. Sir, I 
wish to state here that I repel the statement made by some honourable 
inembers — I believe, one of them was Mr. Manmatha Nath Hoy — to the 
effect that it is no use criticising this Government becatise their voice 
is merely a cry in the wilderness. It is not so, Sir. M> presence here 
amongst you, in spite of indisposition during all the^e days, is proof 
that we are most anxious to listen to your criticisms even though 
they may be wholly and entirely destructive, unjuilatable and un- 
warranted. 

Now, Sir, the criticisms on the budget have unl(»rtunately taken 
the turn of an attack on the Sales Tux j>roj>osal regarding which 
ample opportunities will be vouchsafed to the honourable members of 
the House to have their say once more. 1 regret, Sir. that this budget 
discussion has been utilised for anticipating speeches which, 1 am sure, 
will again be uttered by the honourable Leader ot the ()p])osition. 

Sir, may I refer, before I take up the i>oint.s raised b> other 
honourable members, to tlie ver\ considered speech or statement deli- 
vered by the ex-Finance Minister, the undoubted master of tinance in 
this House — for though he is an ex-Finance Minister fie is not an ex- 
master of finance. Sir, 1 do nol agree with the mannei’ in whi(‘h he 
has juggled with the budget figures. I could have juggled with them 
in a similar manner, and instead of showing a deficit (« iild have shown 
a surjdus and have satisfieil ever>bod^ that we were on the high road 
to ])^o^pe^ity, but the picture which 1 would then have presente«l to this 
House would have been wIioIIn erroneous and foi the sake of getting 
some temporary applau.se for placing a surplus budget in this House, 
I would not have perfoniied the duty which has been cast upon me of 
piloting the finances of this province into safe waters. Sir, I have not 
yet heard any Finance Minister after placing a budget with or without 
a closing balance relying upon savings from the same budget to build 
up a closing balance. The dd lakhs which ha.s been .‘•et ilown as the 
closing balance is, in fact, no closing balance at all. If we reserve 
the moneys necessary for the Reserv’e Bunk ami for the Treasuries 
wldch we have got statutorily to do, we have no closing balance next 
year, but to add to this amount anticipated savings and to present a 
budget'on the basis of anticipated savings is something which only a 
piaster of ffnance can do but to which an ordinary Finance Minister like 
mysetf. cannot aspire I Sir, it is easy to increase the closing balance 
by means of short-term loans, but that is not a safe closing balance, 
nor is it a balance upon which one can rely to prove the solvency of the 
province. Mr. Barker says — add 65 lakhs to 63 lakhs and you will have 
coipfortable surplus. But some day it will have to be paid, if oot 
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this year at least next year, and if we want to place the finances of the 
province on a sound footing, we had better face the deficit and our 
unhappy position as early as if&ssible. 

He then turns round and says thal our export duty on jute may 
increase. Certainly it may increase. Nobody knows what will 
happen to the war. If Hitler’s prognostications and threats come true, 
then the jute price will go down to such an extent that even my opti- 
mistic remark, namely, that there is a possibility of increase in shipping 
will be falsified and the gap between expenditure and revenue receipts 
will be increased much more considerably. If by some chance there is 
peace, why the entire budget will be thrown out of gear. This budget 
has been framed on the basis of the continuance of the war and not 
on the basis of peace, and what actually will be the increase in our 
jute duty nobody can forecast. 

Then, Sir, Mr. Sarker has gone on ainjther basis, namely, to decrease 
the gap between revenue and expenditure. First of all, he gives us 
a comfortable closing balance, then he turns his attention to the above 
aspect, but cannot in any event reduce the deficit below (10 lakhs. He 
says that the sum for c(nninutation of pensions should not exceed 6 
lakhs, and we should borrow money for this service as the Puniab and 
some otlier province have done. 

Sir, let us look at the budget to find what took place wlien 
Mr. Sarkar happened to be the Finance Minister of this province. In 
Mr. Sarker’s time, I think provision was made for about Rs. 13 lakhs 
or 80 to be spent for the purpose, whereas I have provided about Rs. 11 
lakhs only. At that time Mr. Sarker did not think it fit and proper 
to borrow for this service of commutation of pensions. I do not see 
any reason whj' we should do so at this stage for such small financial 
capital expenditure. It is not proper for Government to raise avoidable 
loans, and I think Mr. Sarker realises more than anybody else that in 
the present condition of Bengal’s finances it is extremely doubtful 
whether Bengal will be able to raise a substantial loan. Our finances 
are in a mess, because, we have not attempted to look ahead or to 
build them on solid foundations. If we had looked ahead, possibly this 
tax would have been levied a bit earlier and its provisions would have 
been less stringent. We would have been solvent and at that finie we 
could have raised a loan. At the present moment, unless we are in a 
position to puf;our finances on a sound basis, it is no use talkijag of 
raising a loan. 

Sir, before I pass on from this subject of commutation of pensions, 
I may inform the House that this system is a paying proposition for 
Government. It is not a gift to our servants or to “ungmtefnl 
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employees” as one honourable member has put it in t. very undigni- 
fied manner, but it is an amount which is paid to them in lieu of a 
portion of their pension and which serves to lighten the rigours of their 
old age and at the same time brings in profit to Government. 

Then Mr. Sarker spoke of the 8 lakhs of rupees which we have set 
apart for the purchase of a piece of land just near the High Uourt. 
Other members have also referred to it. I shall dispose of it in passing. 
This 8 lakhs of rupees is an investment. If it is not met from this 
budget, it will have to be met from the next budget if the land is still 
available. But the urgency of the situation is this: the land belongs 
half to the Imperial Bank and half to the Government of India. I 
remember some honourable member with a somewhat mean disposition 
talking about the sale of this piece of land through brokers and 
sniggering at that suggestion. I may point out to this member that 
there are no brokers to effect its sale because the land happens to 
belong partly to the Government of India and partly to the Imperial 
Bank, and the Imperial Bank is anxious to dispose of it. This land, 
1 may tell the House, wdll be most useful for Government offices. 
Further, it is next to the High t'ourt, and the High (Vnirt which has 
put in a proposal for enlarging it.s offices will probably encroach ui)on 
this land, and it is for this reason that we have thought it necessary 
to include this item in our budget. If we lose this piece of land, it 
is (juite likely that we shall not be able to get a suitable i)iece of land 
anywhere near by, and we may have to continue to carry on our offices 
in wretched buildings which will ultimately mean a loss to Government. 
But it this land is purchased, it will be an asset to Government — it 
has been examined financially— and we hope that it w^ill mean a saving 
for Government rather than a loss. 

Then, Sir, Mr. Sarker has raised a proposal regarding taxation on 
foreign liquor and other things. Possibly these things wdll come in 
due course. I have pointed out to this House over and over again, 
one single scheme of ours, namely, primary education, cannot be 
financed with the money at our disposal or even with the proceeds 
from the Sales Tax, because 1 crore 37 lakhs or 1 crore 54 lakhs is the 
ultimate cost. Therefore other taxes wil have to be levied. If you 
add to this, rural dispensaries, and rural water-supply, it is quite clear 
that we shall have to look round for further taxation. This year we 
have set apart Rs. 20 lakhs more for primary education, and we hope 
this amount will go on increasing by leaps and bounds as primary 
education wdll be introduced in the various districts. 

Sir, Mr.’Sarat Chandra Bose seems to have thought that I am in 
need of congratulation and look forward to them. I may tell him that 
I have no wish to receive congratulations from any one — I am only 
doing my duty and carrying out what I consider to be the right thing. 
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I do uot want to impose any tax if 1 can avoid it, I know it makes 
U8 unpopular, hut we cannot shirk the responsibility -we have under- 
taken. What is the value of framing a surplus budget when every- 
body knows that in the state of our finances we must have a deficit. 
Every one has his own ideas as to what expenditure should not be in- 
curred, but no one has been able to bridge the gap sufficiently. Conse- 
quently the necessity for taxation has been clearly made out by all 
the honourable members of the House, whether of the Opposition or 
those who are with us. (Mr. Sasanka Skkhah Sanyvl: What about 
retrenchment ) 1 admit there is a demand tlmt w^e should reduce the 

pay of our officers. As I have pointed out over and over again, there is 
a certain stamlard which must be observed not only for this province 
but for India as a whole. But the pay we give to our officers compares 
unfavourably with the pay that is given by the other provinces includ- 
ing the Congress provinces. In our province our officers get much 
less than those in the other provinces, and it would not be fair to them 
to reduce their pay still further. Yo\i can reduce their pay almost to 
nothing if you like, but >ou will irretrievablv damage the standard 
of administration. There are three things wliich you must keep in 
mind — efficiency, proper remuneration, smd you must keep them out of 
tem])tation. Mere reduction of .salaries is uot sufficient. You may 
save your money thereby, but the morale of the administration may be 
destroyed. Some honourable members have spoken about retrench- 
ments; but we have not heard any constructive suggestions from them. 
1 shall be very glad indeed if honourable members, instead of meiel,\ 
repeating that there ought to he retrenehmentvS c(nne forward with 
propcKsals. 

Sir, Mr, Sarat Hose was all right as long as he indulged in genera- 
lisations, but as soon as he t<M)k up figtires he got beyond himself. 1 
would res])ectfully rei|uest him in f\iture to just confine himself to 
generalisations in which he is an a<lept and not take up figures in which 
unfortunately he is at sea. For instance, he takes up the budget figures 
of 1935-3t) — revenue receipts figures — and compares them with the 
i*eveiiu€ figures of 11)41 -4‘.i or 11)40-41. He does not realise that there 
have been many changes in accounting. To give a small example, 
Bs. 00 lakhs of adaptation receipts now finds place on the revenue side 
which was not there in 1930-37, nor even in 1937-38, nor in 1938-39. 
Consequently, this revenue figure has to be brought down by 00 lakhs. 
Similarly, there have been other changes in the accounting and there 
is no such amount of Rs, 3 crores available to us. As I have pornted 
out before, the entire surplus available to us after the Nieineyar Awajxl 
has been somew’here in the region of Bs. 80 lakhs, of which a consider- 
able sum has gone to meet the expenses of the new Constitution, leav- 
ing about Bs. 05 lakhs only to be spent on the nation-building depart- 
ments. 
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* Then, Sir, he repeats — I am not able to find out where the honour- 
able member has got the figure from — that the increase in expenditure- 
on nation-building departments is in the region of Hs. 7 lakhs. I 
could not make out that figure. I know that it is much more. I know 
that a sum of at least Its. d4 lakhs extra has been allotted. Honour- 
able members who cannot appreciate the significance of figures,, 
because thej^ are not used to the budget, liave accepted the statement 
made by some newspapers as gospel truth, and have voiced them on 
the floor of this House. 

*Sir, Mr. Sarat ('handra Hose tells us — just to give another example- 
— thgft there has been an increase under the head “(ieaeral Administra- 
tion” to the extent of Rs. 14 lakh'^. dust think oi it, Sir. If he had 
read the budget (Mr. vSarat CinNOiM Bosk: 1 have read it. You 
just read it.), he would have found that this is an accounting 
adjustment. Thi-^ year Rs. 9 lakhs which was inserted in 
the budget ot the Debt ( onciliation Department has heen Iransterred 
to “General Administration”. It is a pure case (d aicounting and not 
a case of increased cost. 


Now I come to the “Police” budget. Mi. Sarat Chandra Hose 
coinjiares our cost with the cost of the police in other provinces. It 
IS no use just dishing up figures, ^ <ni must eonsider the numhei of 
people that the ])oliee have to eater tor, as well as the area ot the 
province the,\ have to administer. It you do that, you will find llial 
Bengal is the cheapest so far as the police administration is con- 
cerned. (Rai IIakkndra N vni CiiAVDiirHi : (jnestion.) Why talk 
about Madras, Bombay and the Dnited Provinces.'* ^ on may as well 
compare IfengaTs cost with that of Drissa and then I urn round and say 
that Bengal’s expenditure ought to be nimdi le.ss. ( Caugliter. ) 

Then, Sir, Mr. Sarat Chamlra Bom- discusses a statement of mine- 
which he characterises as an mlmission on m\ part. Sir, it was not an 
admission; it was a statement whi(‘h I made in the House so that you 
.should realise the difficulties of this (loveniment. He charges thiii 
Government with lack of ailniinistrative organisation and with putting 
forward a pitiful tale. It is nothing of the kind. It i.s only a l^gt^cy 
of the old Oovernment wdiicli has not heen rectified. I he Agriculture- 
and Irrigation Departments, to which my remarks refer, are technical 
departments, but there is no machinery for the purpose of creating 
officers whom we can utilise in the.se departments. This Government has 
starWl an Agricultural Institute in Dacca, and w^e hope that in course 
of time we shall be able to produce persons who will be able adecjuately 
to discharge the functions of the Agriculture Department. 

Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose also charges us with paying out grants iu 
the form of petty doles qn a number of ineffective measures. I will 
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leave out charges regarding communal patronage and invidious and 
discriminatory schemes. As they are more or less directed against 
the Education department, I liave no doubt that the Chief Minister, 
when he will come to move his budget, will be able to give a satisfactory 
answer. But let us see what are the doles about \ihich Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Bose speaks. As I have said, Sir, if he had confined himself 
to generalisations, it would have been a good thing. C'an he say that 
there is no scheme and that there is no plan P I know that Mr, Sarker 
is very fond of using the words **plan,” “planned scheme’’ and so on. 
Unfortunately, hoy^ever, he has not given us sufficient opportunity^ to 
place that before the country. I think it will take us some time in 
order to come up to the standard set up by Mr. Sarker. * 

Now, Sir, as I have said, would you consider Rs. 20 lakhs for 
furthering the primary education a dole on an ineffective venture? 
Would you consider Rs. 10 lakhs set apart for water-supply a dole on 
an ineffective venture? Would you say that until a proper scheme 
had been prepared and you knew exactly from before how the money 
should be spent — which tube-wells should be sunk and which tanks 
excavated — we should hold our hands, and shoulcl not pay any money 
to the people in the mufassal who are thirsting for water? Would you 
say that the amount of money which is set apart for “Public Health” 
is a dole? If this experiment of ours succeeds for which we have set 
apart Rs. 1} lakhs, we shall have to spend something in the region of 
Rs. 35 lakhs annual^’- AVould you say that we should not have taken 
up nursing and that we should not have made any arrangements for 
nursing or promoting nursing in the Campbell Hospital or that we 
should not appoint a committee to go into the nursing question to have 
better nurses in the various hospitals until we can spend large sums 
of money on a wljole and comprehensive nursing scheme? Would you 
say that the payment to the Jadavpur Tuberculosis Hospital on the 
basis of a scheme for its expansion or extension and recognition by 
Government of its utility is a dole, on an ineffective scheme? I could 
go on giving instances after instances just to show that these state- 
ments made by Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose are of the usual political type, 
and uttered verv facilely, very easily, in order to capture the imagina- 
tion. But if one looks at the budget, he will find that each of the 
sums that we have paid are being paid on u.seful schemes and not on 
ineffective ventures. Would you again, for instance, say that Rs. 60 
iakhs which we are spending on short-term loans a dole, or the vast 
sums of money which we spend for relief of agricultural distress as 
much in fact as is necessary to give relief and succour is a dole fii an 
ineffective venture? Sir, we need monev from this tax. As t have 
said before, the budget has been framed without making provision for 
any special distress, hut already we .see signs of it, and I am of opinion 
that the gap in the revenue expenditure and the receipts may still wideu 
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if we pay adequate sums of money for the purpose of relief of the 
distressed in some districts in Western Bengal and North Bengal which 
are crying for our assistance. I would like to assure the House that 
on no account would I have suggested taxation had we not felt that it 
was necessary for the purpose of ordinary expeiiditure. 


I would like Mr. Alxlur Rahman Siddiqi to realise that the sum of 
Rs. 20,000 which has heen allotted f(»r an Irrigation Research Station 
is not the sole sum tliat we prop»»se .spending on it. 1’his institution 
is expected to cost Rs. (I lakh'^ in the course ot five >ears. Thi.s is just 
the beginning. We are reorganising the ('incluuia Department. Is 
this a dole on an inetlective .scheme!'' 1 suhmil. Sir, that this is some- 
thing which will redound to the credit and the benefit of the ]>rovince. 
We are creating a Fisheries Department which is u new scheme. We 
are improving communicutions all over the province. We are spending 
monies which had hithert<i been Iving unspent, ami we are imuirring 
increased expenditure on this score. We have increusetl expenditure 
on debt settlement hoards to relieve the poor i»eople of Bengal from the 
clutches of mone> -lenders and landlndders. Sir. in this wa\ 

we have been spending money on nation-building dejiartments. We 
lay claim that when we will give an account of our stewardship, the 
country will be with us and not with Mr. Surat Fhandra Bose and his 
colleagues. 

Sir, one word more and 1 have done. It is with regard to the jute 
policy of the Government. As much has been said by honourable mem- 
bers from various parts of the House, 1 think 1 should refer to this in 
brief. It has been stated that the juie policy (d the (iovernment has 
been a failure and the stet»s that (iovernment have taken have not 
benefited the agriculturists. Sir, 1 not only join issue there, but J 
claim that it is not correct even in one purti( le. The policy that gov- 
ernment have lieen pursuing has benefited the agriculturists, and 1 liope 
will continue to benefit them ((Vies (d “Question, (juestion" from the 
Opposition Benches.) Tho.se who are against this policy of the Gov- 
ernment — let me, Sir, come to mj com lu.sion -and particularly, 1 refer 
to Mr. Sham.suddin Ahmad and his group, 1 characterise as the enemies 
of the people and the enemies of the agriculturists. 1’hey turn round 
and blame the Government because the price of jute has come down. 
They say that our policy has not been successful because jute is selling 
at a low price. The price of jute fell because the enemies of the jute- 
grotvers began to move amongst them and tell them that Government 
would have to give up the policy of regulation and restriction. It was 
from that time that the price began to fall and the people on the other 
side are wholly and solely responsible for it. As long as the trade felt 
that Government would continue it** policy of restrictions unhampered, 
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the price of jute was maintained, but as soon as these mischievous 
people went amongst them and^began to tell them that they should not 
accept the policy of Government 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMAD: Sir, the Hon ble Minister has 
called me and my party as enemies of the people. Let him face the 
public anywhere he likes on the jute policy. Sir, Mr. Suhrawardy has 
just now stated that Mr. Shamsuddin and his party are the enemies of 
the people. I ask him, I challenge him to go and face the people. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It seems that you are not accustomed to 
parliamentary criticisms. You on your side have been attacking 
Government day after day as traitors, and if they now say that you are 
the enemies of the people, it is a pity that you cannot stand it. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. 
If the Hon’ble Minister was heard saying that the people who had 
opposed the Government jute policy were mischievous people, would it 
be parliamentary for us to say that the key to the Government polir\ 
is the dirty linen of the fatka market? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Y ou may say anything 
you like. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Sanyal, 1 would have certainly allowed it, 
but you are aware as a lawyer that the manner in which you have 
raised it makes it perfectly clear that it is not a point of order. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The challenge thrown 
out by Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmad is somewhat ridiculous. 1 have 
addresed large audiences — much larger than it will he the fortune of 
Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmad to get together — and these large audiences 
have accepted the Government policy and they have characterised 
Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmad and his ^)arty as 

(There was much disturbance in the House.) 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I shall recount in 
a few words the history of the policy of Government regarding jute in 
order, I hope, to lay for ever the uninformed criticism that has been 
levelled against it from various parts of the House. Sir, the policy 
of Government has been to save the industry from the beginning Vo the 
end, that is to say from the jute-grower up to the manufacturer and 
exporter. The first Ordinance saved the manufacturing industry and 
permitted them to come to an agreement amongst themselves. The 
steps that we took in August, 1939 — which seems to have been 
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forgotten by the honourable members — led to the promulgation of an 
Ordinance fixing the minimum price of jute in tlie faika market at 
Rs. 40-8 and at Us. 8-14 in the hes'iian fntka market, and this changed 
the situation. It has been admitted bv evervone — bv all tlie papers 
and by all lionc''! men — that it put crores and crores ot rupees extra 
into the pockets of the agri(‘ulturists 

Mr. NIHAREHDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Arrant nonsense! 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Mazumdar. I am under the painful necessity 
of asking you to leave the House. 

Mr. NIHARENNDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, vou have ruled 
that “nonsense" i.s parliamentary. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think vou are perfectly entitled to say any 
argument as “nonsense” — it i.s not unparliamentary. There it is used 
in the sense in which it may be u.sed. But 1 do say that it is an 
obstruction to the proceedings of the House if it is used in the midst 
of a. speech, in the manner u»u haye done. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I nder section 11 of 
the rules, 1 am entitled to do so. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am M.rrv. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir. ma y 1 kjiou umler 
what rule you ask me to leave the Housed 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 will again sa> that it any member chooses to 
interrupt a speaker in the midst of his speech, it will make parlia- 
mentary discussion impossible. If \ou are j)repared to do so, 1 think 
it is better that you should .su\ .so plainly. Parliamentary life is such 
that you have got to accustom yourselves to jirovocation, to hita and 
counter-hits, and if anyone is so ttnichy that he cannot stand for five 
minutes a criticism when he himself criticises the other side, then it 
is impossible to carry on parliamentary discus.sion. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: We give hit for hit. 

» 

MK 8PCAKER: Please don't interrupt. Criticise the Government 
as much as you can when the occasion arise.s. But to jump up in the 
midst of a speech and make a demonstration does not befit the dignity 
of a member of the House. I hope you will not comi>el me to adopt 
the course which I have a right to d<t under the rules. 
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Mr. NiNaRENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, 1 wish to make a 
statement and I hope will Be jfood enough to allow me to do so. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will allow you after the Hon ’hie Minister finishes. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: May 1 know, Sir, it Mr. Niharendu 
Dutta Mazumdar will comply with your order or not^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. M> <lut\ is to see that Assemhh 
proceedings are conducted in a proper and orderly inanner. But af 
that inoinent I found Mr. Nirahendu Dutta Mazumdar obstructing the 
proceedings of the House. Under rule Ki oi the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly Procedure Kules I have got the power to i)reserve order and 
have all powers necessary for the purpo.se of enforcing my decisions on 
all points of order. I may direct any member whose c(mduct is in m> 
ojuriion grossly disorderly to withdraw immediately from ihe Assembly, 
and any memher so ordered to withdraw shall do so torthwiih and shall 
absent himself <luriug the remainder of the day’s meeting And it he 
does not carry out m.y (uder. 1 can certainly suspeml him for the 
remainder of the session. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Am 1 to take it that your consi- 
dered decision is that Mr. Niharendu Dutta Mazumdar was interfering 
in such a way as to deliberately obstruct the proceedings oi the House 
by his disorderly conduct ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes. that is my decision. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUUTTA MAZUMDAR: 1 put it to .you, Sir, 
that 1 have made my submissions on this question, and I have said that 
I am prepared to abide by any decision you yvish to pronounce in com- 
pliance with any of the rules, and wanted to know under yvhat rule you 
wanted me to withdrayv, and under yvhat rule you found my conduct 
grossly disorderly and obstructive. In view of the ta'*t that I uttered 
in the whole session of to-day only two \yords in the House, namel.y 
*‘urrant,” “nonsense,” in reply to the observations made by the 
Hoii’ble Minister, exercising my right.s under section 11 of the Bengal 
1i«‘gislative Assembly Procedure Buies. I hope you will be good enough 
to tell me under what rule you are .justified in making an order of this 
nature. And 1 must refer you. Sir, to the previous occasion. Vhen 
such a question had actually arisen, and I had also a word from you 
personally about that matter, my standpoint having been right. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: All I say is that when I was asking the meQibers 






194L] 


BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


m 


remarks which, in my opinrhn,^ ^as a definitely ffi^ossly disorderly 
conduct on your part. I have therefore directed you under rule 111 
to withdraw from the chamber. ^ 

Mfi 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSEs As liue Leader of the Opposition, 
I must say tliat I rennet your decision and [ am constrained to support 
the position taken up by Mr. Niharendu Dutta Mazumdar. tf one 
remark following on the observations of the Jlon’ble the Finance 
Minisiel- is construed as a disorderly conduct meriting withdrawal from 
the chamber, then not only Mr. Nihareiuln Dntta Mazumdar but we 
alb shall withdraw from this House. 

Mf, Kt SHAHABUDDINs Max I ask \ou, Sir, to name them?' 

Mft 8ARAT CHANDRA B08Es Am I to understand, Mr. Speaker, 
that Ml . Shahabuddin can ask you to name somebody P 

Mr, 8PEAKER: He is C‘\actl\ in the same position in obsti'ucting 
the ])r«>ce(Mliti; 4 > ot the House as Mr Nihanmdu Dutt.i Mazumdar. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: it he e.xactix in the 

same posiium uith m>s<‘l{. x'oiild \ou ask him to withdraw from the 
Chamber alsoi^ 

Mr. SPEAKER * It you do so the next tiim^. Mr. .Viharendu Dutta 
Mazumdar, then under the rules I shall have to onler >011 to witlidraw 
from the Chambei and to absent \ ourself for the remainder of the 
session . 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMAD: Mas 1 submit, Sir. that 
Mr. Suhraw'ardy was using words when I was speaking which were not 
highly objectionabb* but al.so ver,\ insulting, ami ii. view of that 
fact the two words '‘arrant” and “nonsense” useil b\ Mr. Niliarendu 
Dutta Mazumdar ought t<» hav(> been uttered thr(*e time^ and not only 
once. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Th e only parliamentarN protest we 
can make under the circumstances is to withdraw from the House. 

(At this stage, all the ttpposition members belonging to Mr. Sara! 
Chandra Bose’s part\ and the Kiishak Pnija and the Independent 
Scheduled (astes parties left the Chamber in the midst of uproars.) 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; I was referring to the 
encomii^ms which have been passed on the Gfivernmenl at the time 
when the Ordinance was issued and which, according to the opinion of 
some* persons, has resulted in putting crores and crores of rupeee.s 
extra Into -^he pockets of the agriculturists. U was owing further to 
these Ordinances that war, instead of liaving a depressing effect, raised 
the price of jute. Thereafter, Sir, sand-hag orders were responsible 
for a. further increase, but had Government not stepped in at the 
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crucial moment, there would have been' a disaster. Then came a 
spectacular rise in prices. At that tune I was contemplating the fixa- 
tion of a maximum price in ordef to prevent over-speculation. I regret, 
Sir, that that was'^Dof done, because the prices reacted, and there was 
such a terrible panic owing 'to the overrunning of all the European 
countries by Hitler, the closure of the Mediterranean, the sinking of 
ships that had Government not stepped in at that time, the market would 
have crashed. It has been said that what did it matter if the market 
had crashed at the end of the last .season, inasmuch as the jute was in 
the hands of middlemen and had pas.sed out of the hands of the culti- 
vators. You can say this now when the time has passed, and you ean 
look wise, but I maintain that if Government had not at that time shown 
that it was alive to the situation and was ])ie])ared to take steps to keep 
up the price of jute and prevent the market from giving way to panic 
and the prices from crashing, the new market, that is to say, the market 
for the new season, would have opened very low, and the agriculturists 
could not have at the beginning of the new season, namely, in July, 
1940, received any price worth the name. Some of you charge us wdlh 
evil motives for having purchased bales at the end of the last season. 
Some of the honourable meml>ers, while supporting us, pity us for 
having failed, but I maintain that we did not fail, but w’e achieved what 
we set out to achieve, nameh , high prices at tlie beginning of the next 
season for the cultivator and confidence in the market that this Govern- 
ment was alive to the situation and would not allow the prices to go 
down too low'. It is this last feeling which the market firmh holds 
and which is voiced in all the commercial newst)apers that Governmejit 
is constant l.N making eH‘c»rts to kee]> u]) the price of jute. That, 1 
think, has been the greatest u.sset ot these transactions. The begin- 
ning of this season opened wdth a high j>rice for the cultivator, and 
although prices declined, they found a bottom which was certainly 
higher than what would have been reached had the season started with 
low prices. I maintain that this action of our.s far from meriting your 
con<lemnation or your pity, has put crores and crores of rupees again 
into the pockets of the cultivators. And now we come to the new 
jjhase, the first agreement that we made with the mills and then the 
Delhi agreement, (an any one deny that if Government had not taken 
these stei>s, ])rices would have been next to nothing at the present 
moment Y It is so easy, so facile for members who know’ next to nothing 
to get up and say that the policy of Government in respect of jute has 
been a failure. The difticulties which we have had to go through, the 
day-to-ilay trouJ>le, the alarms, the panic to which everyone gives way 
from time to time, all the.se have to be carefully watched, and 5 la> 
claim that a time will come when shorn of the heat and controversy of 
the present day, w’e shall appraise the w'ork which this Government has 
done and the services it has rendered to the jute-growing cultivator, 
the verdict of the country will be that we have done well. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Siilila wanly, you must flush your speech 
quickly. It is now prayer time; besides there is a black-out in the 
city and people must be able to ffo home in time. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: All rights Sir. 

Well, Sir, my purpose further was just to place before this House 
the steps that Government have taken in order to meet the various 
difficulties in recording jute. I found Mr. Shamauddin laying claim 
to these steps which Government have taken as if we awoke to tlie 
difficulties after Mr. Shamsuddin had presided over a meeting. Sir, these 
steps were under our consideration but we refrained from taking them 
earlier, lest in the confusion that was bound to arise the licenses would 
not have been issued in time. We have already taken steps for the 
purpose of correcting the records. 

May I just saA' what we have done. We have ordered that all 
clerical mistakes should be rectified, including mistakes regarding entry 
of jute lands in wrong names. All objections filed during the objection 
stage, even those that were filed (uit of time, will again be reconsidered 
it application is made to do so. All facilities will he given to cultiva- 
tors .to grow jute on lands other than tlie lands on which they had 
grown jute thi.s year. Of course the area will not be exceeded. Where 
there have been omissions of villages and omissions of individuals, we 
are taking ste])s to rectifs those, ])rovided that there is suflicienl 
evidence still u])on the land that jute had been grow'ii last year. 
Instructions have been issued to all our iec(»rding officers that they 
must go out of their wav to find out persons who grow jute and have 
not l>een able to put in applications in form No. in due course and 
therefore have not been able to take out licenses. 

So far as the poli( \ of Government regarding regulation is (jon- 
cerned, w'e shall not allow jute to be grown on laml more than one- 
third of the acreage. Government still adheres to that policy and will 
not allow any kind of agitation to divert it from that policy, ((-ries 
of “Hear! hear I” from the (’oalition benches.) 

Sir, I am sorry I have no time to rejdy to mun> of the observations — 
some personal and some of a nature w’holl> outside the budget. Perhaps 
at some other opportunity I shall be able to answer them satisfactorily. 
I thank the House for the a.ssistance they have rendered to Govern- 
ment during the period of discussion. 


AdJournmMit 

The House was adjourned at 0-12 p.m. till 4-45 p.m. on Tuesday, 
the 4th March, 1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, 
the ^th March, 194f, at 4-4o p.m. 


Present: 


Mr. Speaker (the Uoirhle Sir Mi jiammad Aziztl JIaque, c.i.e., Khan 
Bahadur) in the (‘linir, 0 Tlon’hlj* MinisttTN and 101 members. 


Presence of police in front of the Assembly House. 

Mr. JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, may I einiuire why this 
huj^^e police force, mechaniseil units, cavalry and infantry, have been 
posted just in front of the Assembly Househ Ts it at the instanc-e of 
tlu‘ Assembly Department or the Home Department.^ 


Mr. SPEAKER: When 1 was coming J also saw that, and 1 was 
enquiring what the matter was. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is it our fori'e or the enemy 
force (liHughter.) 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which <N*al anewert were given) 

Recognition of Dentists, and Homeopathy and Unani practitioners by 

Government. 

M10. Babu NAGEHDRA NATH SEN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health (Medical) Department be 
pleased to state whether it is in the contemplation of Governmrtit to 
confer upon Unani and Tibbi practitioners and Homeopaths and 
Dentists the same privileges and status as are enjoyed by the registered 
medical practitioners registered under the Bengal Medical Act of^l914P 
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. (h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Govern- 
ment contemplate to abandon the discriminatory treatment of the afore- 
said various classes of medical practitioners under proper safeguards P 


MINISTER in Charge Of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the HonW Nawab Khwaja 
HABIBULLAH Bahadur of Dacca: The question of the grant of 
privileges to Unani practitioners and Homeopatli similar to those 
enjoyed by medical practitioners registered under the Bengal Medical 
Aqt, 1914, has been under examination and will be finally considered as 
soon as the General Councils ami State Faculties ot Unani and Ilomeo- 
ptithic Medicines are established. So far as Dentists are concerned the 
Bengal Dentists Act, 19d!). ((mter> on them privileges on lines similar 
to those conferred on r(‘gist»‘n*d medical pra<‘titiomM‘s by the Bengal 
Medical Act. 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: The II on’ble Minister says that the 
ijuestion of the grant ot privib‘g«‘s to Unani ])ra('titi(mers and llomeo- 
])aths will be finally <*onsider(Ml as soon as the (lemnal ('ouncils and 
State Faculties ot Unani and ilomeo])athic Medicines are established. 
Will the TIon’ble Minister kindly state when he expects these General 
Councils and State Faculties to be established P 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I hope, within a month. 


Ayurvedic Faculty. 

Mil. Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN; (a) Will the HoiUhle 
Minister in charge of the J*ul)lic Health and 1/ocal S<‘lt-(tovernment 
Department In* i)leased t(» state — 

(i) the number of practitioner^ that have been registered under 
the State Faculty of the Ayurvedic system of Medicine ; 

(?z) the privileges, if any, that have bee?i extended to such ri'gis- 
tered Ayurvedic practitioners; 

{ni) the autln>rity that administers the funds of this Faculty; 

(iv) whether Government have any controlling power over the 

^ expenditure of this Faculty; 

(if) who pays the salary of the Registrar and other officers ot the 
Faculty; and 

(vi) the contributions, if any, of Government to the funds of this 
Faculty? 
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(6) Are the Government considering the desirability of takii^ 
steps to accord to these registered practitioners the same privileges and 
to confer upon them the same-^status as are enjoyed by the medical 
practitioners registered under the Bengal Council of Medical Registra- 
tion ActP 

The Hofi’ble Nawab Kbwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(a) (i) 7M2. 

(ii) and (b) The question of extending to Kavirajes privileges similar 
to those enjoyed by registered medi(*al practitioners will be considered 
as soon as the Faculties of Fnani and Homeopathic Medicines are 
established. 

(m) The funds are administered by the Faculty in accordance with 
rules framed with the previous sanction of Government. 

(iv) Government have general powers of sui)erviHioD over the finances 
of the Fa<^ulty under sections 18 and 29 of the Statutes of the 
Faculty. 

(v) The Ayurvedic Faculty. 

(vi) Nil. 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to stale when was the State Faculty of the Ayurvedic system 
of Medicine established P 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I could not give the information off-hand. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the registered Kavirajes have enjoyed any 
privilegt‘s and distinctions since they were registered? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Yes. 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA BEN: Will he kindly state what are those 
distinct ions and privileges ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

1 want notice. 
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Allowances drawn by members of the Assembly. 

•112. 'Mr. G. MORGAN. Will the Deputy Speaker of the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing — 

(i) the names and addresses; 

(«) the amount drawn as — 

* (1) conveyance* 

(2) travelling, and 

(3) daily 

allowances by each member of the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly during the periods, namely, — 

(1) from Ist Aj»ril, 1938, to 31st March, 1939; 

(2) from Ist April, 1939, to dlst March, 1940; and 

(3) from 1st April, 1940, to 3l8t December, 1940; and 

(m) the total amount sjamt under each head during the said 
periods ? 

Mr. M. A8HRAFALI (DsfNity Speaker): (i), and (?/) A statement 
is laivl on the table. 

(tti) A statement is laid on the talde. 



Statement referred to in the reply to clauses (i) and (ii) of starred question No. 112. 
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Khan Bahadur Shah Abdur Rauf. Rang- 
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Nath Biswas, MadAripiir, 706 13 1,130 0 180 0 442 8 1,660 0 240 0 638 12 1,060 0 172 
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iluddin Ahmed, Ghat. 474 4 620 0 105 0 676 3 i 1.100 0 187 8 358 7 910 0 140 
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ir. Hem Ch&ndra N^kar, 72, Bellia- 97 

ghata Maizv-Road. 

Cr. K. Nooruddin, 11, Rawdon Street 102 



185 10 I I 112 8 I 324 8 I . 105 0 | 255 12 | .. | 155 
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tK«w«b Sir K. Q. M. Faroqiii, GomiUa. 235 2 220 
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'Mr. O. E. LT Jiilne Rob 
M^mn. Tumor Morrison 
Lyons Range, Calcutta. 
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I. Nellie Sm Oupta» CliittAgoiig | I i ' i i i 73 1 1 | 740 Of 120 
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Mfs R. Mt 8A8800N: In reply to questions (i) and (u), will thje 
Deputy Speaker be pleased to state if it is a fact that members are only 
entitled to draw travel lin^ allowance and daily allowance if they sij^n 
a certificate that they at least reside for six months in the year in the 
mufassal and do not ordinarily carry on professional business within f5 
miles of the Government House, Calcutta? 

Mfi Ma A8HRAFALI (Daputy 8p6akW); As rej^ards the first 
portion, it is six months in the year, not one year, and as rej^ards the 
second portion the answer is in the affirmative. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Deputy Speaker 
be pleased to state the conveyance, travelling, daily and tour expenses 
of the ilon’ble Ministers of this House? 

Mr. M. A8HRAFALI (Deputy Epeaker): 1 am not concerned with 
that. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Deputy Speaker 
be pleased to state why the Ministers have been excluded? 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL. Big money has been 
ex<‘luded and only the poor pittances of the members have been shown. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, may I enquire 
whether Ministers are members of this House or not? If they are 
members, I want to know why their names have been excluded. That 
is a very pertinent question. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes, you are entitled to an answer. 

Mr. A8HRAFALI (Dnputy 8PEAKER)! Their travelling allow- 
ances and daily allowances do not concern the Assembly Department. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Bee •a use the> are incal- 
culable ! 

Mr. C. MORGAN: Will the Deputy Speaker be pleased to state 
if it is a fact that a number of members have during the period in 
question changed their usual place of residence from Calcutta to the 
mufassal and, if so, will the Deputy Speaker be pleased to give their 
names and the changed addresses of those members and when they 
changed their places of residence? 

e 

Mr. M. AEHRAFALi (Deputy Epeaker): Some members Lave 
changed their addresses and as regards the latter portion of the question 
asking for names, if the honourable member gives me notice, I shall 
supply the information. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: May 1 at this stage intervene and say that so far 
as this question is concerned, 1 am not prepared to allow that question 
to be answered in ihe House. Obviously this is a matter regarding 
which if any member wants information, we shall be prepared to give 
him privately. After that, if the honourable member desires to pro- 
ceed, the next course is to make a reference to me, and I will put it up 
before the Privileges Committee. 1 do not think that I can, even 
by implication, be a party to a thing which may be misconstrued, even 
where a matter may require investigation. I hope the honourable 
members will appreciate the position. 

Mr. R. M. SASSOON: Will the Deputy Speaker be pleased to 
state if it is a fact that a number of members during the period in 
question claimed arrears of travelling allowance and daily allowance 
for periods of one year and over and. if so, will the Deputy Speaker be 
pleased to give us the names and addresses of those members P 

Mr. M. ASHRAFALI (Deputy Speaker): If 1 am given notice, 
I shall certainly supply the information. 


UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(to which answer was laid on the table) 

Rural Health Reorganisation Scheme. 

47. Khan Bahadur Mauivi KABIRUDDIN KHAN: (a) Will the 

Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Tiocal Self-Government Department 
be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the Government have in contemplation a scheme Itir 
the reorganisation of rural health work in some of the 
municipalities in Bengal; and 

(it) whether any provision has been made in the next Budget for 
the purpose? 

(6) If the answer to (a) (t) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased — 

(i) to lay on the table a copy of such a scheme; and 
4ii) to state — 

^ • (1) the names of the municipalities where such work will 

be started at the first instance, and 

(2) which of them have agreed to co-operate with Govern- 
ment in carrying out the proposals of the scheme? 
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(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether its work will be controlled directly by the Municipality 
concerned or by the Director of Public Health, Bengal; and 

Hi) approximate date when the work is likely to begin? 

The Hofi’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

(a) (?) A scheme for reorganisation of Municipal Health Services has 
been framed by the Director of Public Health and is under examination 
by Government. 

(li) No. 

(h) and (c) The partial scheme for reorganisation of Municipal 
Health Services framed by the Director of Public Health has very 
recently been received by Government and is under examination. 


Patition of the Bengal Galvanized Sheet Merchants’ Association. 

Mr. ATUL OHANDflA KUMAR: Sir, under rule 81 of the Legis- 
lative Assembly Pro<-edure Rules, 1 present a petition signed by 
Mr. K. Gupta, Acting General Secretary to the Bengal Galvanized 
Sheet Merchants’ Association, 100, Clive Street, Calcutta, regarding 
the Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Bill, 1941. Sir, a co])> has been 
handed over to the Secretary. It runs as follows : — 

“Whereas a Bill entitled ‘The Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Bill, 
1941, is now under the consideration of the Bengal Legislative Assembly, 
the humble petition of Mr. K. Gupta, Acting General Secretary, the 
Bengal Galvanized Sheet Merchants' Association, 100, Clive Street, 
Calcutta, a < itizeii of the city of Calcutta, sheweth that in the schedule 
of exemptions tlie following be included, ‘Galvanized Sheet’ for 
housing purposes and, accordingly, yt)ur petitioner prays tEat special 
provision be made in the Bill to meet the case of your petitioner and 
your petitioner a.s in duty bound will ever pray.” 

Mr. SPEAKER: In accordance with the i)rovi8ion of rule 83, the 
petition may be referied to the Committee on Petitions for uet-essary 
action. 


Adjournment motion. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAIUMDAR: Sir, yesterday I gave 
notice of an adjournment motion, but I do not know whether you. have 
given your consent to it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Dutta Mazumdar, you gave notice of your 
adjournment motion yesterday when it was 1 p.m. Under the rules it 
should have been submitted before 12 noon. 
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. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: 1 admit, Sir, it could 
not be taken up yesterday on account of late submission, but that was 
the earliest opportunity I could have to jrive notice of the motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I shall examine the adjournment motion and frive 
my decision as soon as possible. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: In that event, Sir, I 
hope yon will waive the nrp'ency of the question. 

* Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, espedally when the fault does not lie with 
you. 


GOVERNMENT SILL. 

The Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Bill, 1941. 

Clause 4. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I had given notice of 
an amendment which was numbered 280 in the cyclostyled copy of 
amendments, but, j)erhaps due to oversight, it has not found place in 
this printed list. 

Mr. SPEAKER: When you say that notice *of that amendment 
had been given and that it appeared in the cyclostyled copy, it will be 
shown in a supplementary list if it was omitted, a.s you say, in the 
printed list. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: 1 am Horry, Kir. I find 
now that it has been jirinted in the lilt. 

Mr. SPEAKER: AVhaf about amemlment No. 8(5-89!' 

Th. Hon’bl. Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, we have considered 
the amendment that has been moved by Sir Henry Birkmyre, and we 
feel that if we accept this amendment it will lead to a considerable 
increase in our inspecting staff and in the cost of administration which 
will hardly be justified by the slight increase in the income which 
we shall get if we change the figure. I therefore hope that Sir Henry 
BiAmyre will be good enough to withdraw his amendment and wait 
for tlie future to decide whether the figure should be reduced from 50,000 
to 25,000. After all, the purpose of this amendment is to prevent 
evasion. We shall not be able to gauge the extent of the evasione 
until we have had certain experience. Moreover, it will be neceseary 
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for each registered shop to have possibly one or two more employees in 
order to look after the special accounts required by the Sales Tax, and 
it may be considered to be a hardship on smaller shops. So I hope Sir 
Henry Birkrnyre will be good enough to withdraw his amendment. 

The motion of Sir Henry Birkrnyre that in clause 4(J)(c) for the 
figures “50,000” the figures “25,000” be substituted, was then by 
leave of the House withdrawn. 

The (luestion that clause 4 as amended stand part of the Bill was 
then put and a division called. 

(At this stage when the Division Hell was ringing, the Hon’ble Mr. 
IJ. S. Suhrawardy rose on a ])oint of order.) 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: On a point of order, 
Sir. Division has been called by an honourable member from that 
side of the House which protested strongly against this amendment. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: The question is about giving 
leave. Our point is clear. 


Mr^ TUL8I OHANDRA G08WAMI. Sir, the Ilon’ble Minister has 
raised a jaunt of order when the Division Bell is ringing. I think it 
cannot be done. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, 1 agree. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, no indulgence 
should be given to the Hon’ble Minister. 

The question that clause 4, as amended, stand jiart of the. Bill was 
then put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYEt~-t2. 

AMmI AOc, Mialaiia INU 
AMal Nall, Mr. MIru. 

AMM KMitr. Mr. (aHM Ul MMk). 

AMal Lalll SHaai, Maalvi. 

AMM MaJM. Mr. SfM. 

AMar RahaMM, Kbaa Rabaiar A. P. M. 

AMar RaNbM Mabaiaai. Mr. 

AMar RaabaM, MaMri MS. 

AMal MalaM MaUk, Dr. 

AMar Ramk. MaaM. 

Abiaa i b a baai, Maalvi MS. 

Abal Masala AbaMS, Mr. 

AbMSS AM taaialRarl. Kbaa RabMar Maalaaa. 

AbaMS AH MrMba. Maalvi 
A M a a aSi l a AbaMS. Kbaa RabMar Maalvi. 

AMlaMlab. Kbaa tabM Maalvi 
A«lr AH Mia, Maalvi MS. 

Mr. M. 

AMM M aisa ia Kbaa, Kbaa RabaSar Maalvi 
Aabar AN, Maalvi 


Raral AH, Mr. MS. 

RtN-Nari MM P. R. 

RIrhMyrs, Sir Nsary, Rari 
Risaras, Mr. RaMk Lai. 

Das, Mr. AasksI ObaaSra. 

Dass, Raba Dsbs a Sra Halb. 

ISbar, Mr. UptMraaalb. 

ParbM Rau ObaarSbary, Mr. M. 

Parbal Raas Kbaaaa^ R^m. 
aMal Naa, tba NaaMs Mr. A. K. 
raMal QaaSir, Kbaa RabMar Maalvi 
Pailar RabMaa, Mr. (MyaMaslagb). 
MaSSiai, Mr. D. 

RrMHbs, Mr. R. 

•pasaSilB AbaMS RbaaSbary, AMMSI. 
HMMaNab. Hm llaa*bls Na»ab RabaSar 

Mataassia RbaaSbary, MaaM. 
NaMMasSlB AlNaaS. Kbaa sabM. 


Kh at 
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HctoMlIi Jtmiiar. KfcM Itklk M&tM, 

Iftr. Rtgm. 

JtMaMtai Aliaai^luui Rakaiir mwM, 
talM* Maulvf. 
IC^aMta Khn. KkM taHaiar Maalvi. 
Kauai AH Mina. laMHaia Ka»aa Jak 
■aliaMla Akiaatf. Dr. 

■aatfil, Mr. iaaka Dakarl. 

Maaial, Mr. Jagal Okaaira. 

MaalraMla Akkaak, Maaivt. 

MakaaiBMk AH. Kkaa Hakatfar. 

Makiia AH. Mr. Mtf. 

Martaa, Mr. A.. O.I.E. 

Mtalaai AH MaHak, MaaM M. 

Makaaiaiak Atial, Kkaa Kakakar Maalvi tytk. 
MakaaiauM likafaa, Maaivt. 

Makaaiaiatf Itrail, Maalvi. 

MaHtek. Hm Haa*kl« Mr. Makaaia Mary. 
MaWek. Mr. PaNa Hakary. 

Maikarrall Natula, tka Naa'Ma Naaak. Kkaa 
■akaiar. 

Matta|aaMl Nakaa. Mr. lyai. 


Naaiy. tka Maa'Ma Makartfa i rl aaka at ra, at 
Oaaaiaikaiar. 

Naaaranak. NawaktaHa K. 

Nartaa, Mr. H. R. 

Ralkai, tka Naa'Ma Mr. Praaaaaa Oak. 
tariaraMla AkaiaH. Mr. 
lalraMla AkaMk. Haji. 
takaka-Alaai. Mr. tyak. 

taHia. Mr. 1. A. 

taaaaHak, AI-HatfJ Maalaaa Or. 
tarkar, taka Maikatakaa. 
laaaaaa, Mr. R. M. 

•arajal INaai, Mr. 

IfcakakaMia, Mr. Kkwaja, O.R.E. 
tkaanaMia Akaiai Kkaaikar. Mr. 

Siaclair, Mr. J. P. 
tiriar. Raka Litta Maaia. 
lakrawariy, tka Naa'Ma Mr. N. 1. 

•tark. Mr. A. F. 

TaaUiiNitfia Kkaa. tka Naa*kN Mr. 

Waikar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Vaaat All Okaaikary, Mr. 

Zakwr Akaiai Ckaaikary, Maalvi. 


NOES— 44. 


Akaai wakak, Maalvi. 

Akal fail. Mr. Mi. 

AalaiaMla Akaiak, Mr. 

•aaarii, Mr. Satya Prtya. 

OaraM. Raka Praaikari. 

Rarawa, Raka Upaaira Ratk. 
Rkaariaik, Dr. Rakiata Okaakra. 
RIaaaa, Raka Lakakaii Narayaa. 
RIavaa, Mr. I araatra Natk. 
Rkaatfkarl, Rai Naraakra Natk. 
Oaa Rapta, (rRat Naraakra Natk. 
Oatta Rapta. Mlaa Mira. 

OaNi Maaaaikar, Mr. N l karaaRa. 
Kaakakal Napaa, Kail. 

Rkaaa. Mr. Atal Kriakaa. 
Riasakkia AkaMk. Mr. 

Raavaak. Mr. TaM Okaakra. 
Maaaa AN Rkawkkary. Mr. kyak. 
katalakkia Naakaaiy. Mr. tyak. 
kaaak AH MataaMar, Maatvi. 
Kkaa, Mr. Oakaakra kaN. 

Kaaaar» Mr. Atal Okaakra. 


Kaaka, Mr. NiakHka Natk. 

Mali. Mr. AkwaMa Kmomt. 

MalaaMar. Mn. Naaiaprtva. 

MMkal, Mr. Aairlta Ul. 

Maakal. Mr. kafaakra Natk. 

Maakal, Mr. Kriakaa Praaak. 
Maalramaiaa lalaaiakaki, Maalaaa Mk. 
Mapkal Naaala, Mr. 

Naakar. Mr. Naai Okaakra. 

Pala, Mr. Raraka Praaaaaa. 

Praaiaalk, Mr. Tarlaickaraa. 

RaailtaMia Akaiak. Mr. 

Ray. Mr. Okara Okaakra. 

Ray, Mr. Maaaiatka Natk. 

Caayal. Mr. laaaaka lakkar. 

Oaa, Mr. Atal Okaakra. 

•kakakaH. Mr. 

•kaaMakkIa Akauk. Mr. M. 

•lagka. Raka K i ka tra Natk. 

Tkakar, Mr. PraaMtka Raajaa. 

WaHar RakaMM, Maalvi. 

Zaawa, Mr. A. M. A. 


The A,ve» heini? 82 and the Noes 44, the motion was carried. 

Mrr tULSI CHANDRA G08WAMI: Sir, 1 wish to know on what 
was this division. I thou|?ht we %’oted airaiust leave to withdraw to 
SirRJlenry Birkmyre. 

4 

Mr* SPEAKER: Leave was immediately. Aa a matter of 

fact, the question I put twice was that clause 4 as amended stand part 
of t}ie Bill. 
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Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, if you hid. made m 
mistake 

f 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes, it is sometimes quite possible that one may 
not hear correctly. But I remember distinctly that I put that question 
twice. 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: We distinctly signified our 
dissent on the motion that leave be granted to Sir Henry Birkmyre 
to withdraw his motion, and we voted on the assumption that the voting 
was on that qiiestifui, and it is rather delicate 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is unfortunate. Anyway, your note will be 
recorded. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, as soon as liSave 
was asked for to withdraw the motion of Sir Henry Birkmyre, Mr. T. 0. 
Goswami got up ami said “no”. We objected to leave being granted. 
1 want to know this point : Did you then i)ut the matter to vote for 
division ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: As a matter of fact, I did not hoar it. I was 
under the impression that leave had been granted. I told you that I 
was suffering from throat trouble. It may be that I am suffering from 
ear trouble also, (Laughter.) 


Clause 5. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg tq move that 
in clause 5 (/), in lines 2 and d, for the words “one-(iuarter of an anna 
in the rupee ou“ the words “one j)er centum of” be substituted. 

Sir, my proposal is to reduce the rate of taxation from the proposed 
rate in the Bill to I per cent. I had an occasion to remark before" fn 
eonneetiou with the general discussion of the Bill that few countries in 
the world started to impose a siiles tax at such a high rate as 2 per cent. 
Even more fort unale countries began with a lesser rate than three piea 
in the rupee. Mr. Naidu in his book has given a statement of the rates 
with whic'h different countries in Europe started with their sales taxes. 
I find, Sir, that Germany started with the rate of *5 per cent * France 
with 1 •! per cent.* Belgium with 1 per cent,; Chechoslovakia with I 
|)er cent.; Austria with 1 per cent.; Hungary with 1*5 per cent.; 
Canada with 1 per cent, and, here in India, Madras with 1 per cint. 
Not only that, Sir. Even in many of the States of America, a much 
richer country than Bengal, or for the matter of that India, the rate 
of tax is below 2 per (*ent. I find that the basic lite of retail tax in 
three of the States of America, namely, Missouri, Washington and 



mi.i 


GOVEBNMENT BILL. 


m 


Georgia, is even under 1 per cent, and there are at least six more Statea 
where the basic retail rate is les than 2 per cent., namely, Ariiona^ 
Indiana, Oklahon^, South Dakota, New York and rennsylvania. It 
will thus be found that at least nine or ten of the States of America 
which have a sales tax, started with a lower rate of tax than 2 per cent. 
Now the case for a sales tax as made out by the Bengal Government is 
^that it is necessary on two grounds: namely, to balance the budget on 
the one hand and to find more money for the nation-building «lepurt- 
ments. The estimated deficit is no doubt Its. 1 crore and d4 lakhs (ui 
paper, but receipts have been so underestimated and expenditure over- 
estimated that the actual deficit may be much less than even half it 
crore. Let us, Sir, for one year at least see what will be the realised 
deficit and then it will be time for us to consider whether the rate of tax 
should be in^eased or not. Let us start for the present with a rate of 
1 per cent, and if 4 per cefit. proves insufficient, then of course, the 
rate may be increased. But for the present for the sake of the poor 
consumers begin with t<he rate of 1 per cent., a rate which was adopted 
by most cotintries in Europe when the> started with their Sales Tax. 

Sir, with thei^e remarks I would commend my motion to the accept- 
ance of the^ Assembly and I hope, Sir, that in view of the very slender 
justification for the Sales Tax that has yet been offered by the llorrble 
the Finance Minister, the Assembly will not be so iU-advised as to 
accept a rate of even one pice in the rupee at the very start. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, I beg to move that in eluuse 
0(7), in line 2, for the word “quarter” the word “eighth” he substi- 
tuted. 

Mr. Sjie^lier, Sir, you already know that we are tundamcntally 
opposed to this sort of taxation. But on our failure to get our point 
of view accepted by the Finance Minister, we are trying our 

very best to reduce the rate as much as possible. I’bat also dej)end8 on 
the whims of the Ilon’ble F'irianee Minister. We know' that us he ban 
got a majority of votes in this House he can carry any measure he likes, 
right or wrong. But so far a.s we are concerned, we cannot be u party 
to mass exploitation in Bengal. Sir, I would like to draw your atten- 
tion to the fact that w hen we compare this sales tax procedure in Bengal 
with the purchase tax in Tx)ndon we find that there has l)een variation 
in respect of the rate of tax on different grounds for different articles 
approved, by the House of Commons, but here the Hon’ble F'inance 
Minister who claims to be an extra clever man in Bengal has not got 
the brains to think in that light. He proposes one uniform tax for 
all Sojts of articles without any difference whatsoever, but the House 
of Commons from which perhaps he got the inspiration to introduce 
this sort of tax in Bengal had their imagination, they had their 
sympathy for theii^ countrymen, they had their sympathy for the 
foroducts they pro^jaced ^d they made differentiation in respect of 
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various categories of articles on which they imposed different taxes. 
But our Finance Minister who jaelds to none in the world in intelli* 
gence and eloquence perhaps considers it beneath his dignity to read 
these lines, to go through the debate in the House of Commons and 
4*ome to that sort of g(H)d sense — if he takes objection to the word 
commonsense — and draft his Bill in a way which is intelligible and 
practi(!al)le in the business world. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, there was another provision in the purchase tax 
which was discussed in the House of Commons when the original 
resolution was amended and when the greatest number of members 
practically accepted the proposition. The resolution gives power to 
remove any class of goods from one schedule to another where that 
means “subjecting it to a higher rate of tax or for rendering a tax 
chargeable in the case of any goods at the basic rate ift lieu of thes 
reduced rate or vice versa” But. Sir, the pity of ft is that oiir taxa- 
tion is uniform no matter wdiether the profit in certain particular 
classes of goods is higher or lower or none at all. The other day when 
I raised the question that there are articles in which there is no margin 
of profits whatsoever. I mentioned articles like the Himani and the 
Jabakusuin. You asked me, Sir, what led me to put a query almut 
these two articles. So far as 1 am concerned, I know, Sir, that there 
are articles and there are products in w'hich the dealers w^ho buy these 
from nianufucturerH do not get any margin of profit whatsoever. Now. 
if a tax is imposed on the sales of these goods in wdiii’h there is no 
margin of profit, w'herefrom will the dealer pay the tax)^ The Hon’hle 
Finance Minister may argue that the dealer will enhama* the price 
and realise that enhanced price just in pro|M>rtion to the tux imposed. 
<iuit e so. But in that case the hardship on the consumer beconies 
very, very great. The Hon’ble Minister does not realise this, and he 
is going on with his uniform rate without caring for the suggestions 
of anybody else. Anyw'ay, we will not be a party to this sort of mass 
exploitation, and we will record our protest in connection with every 
clause so far as we can possibly do. The Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda 
Behary Mullick is shaking his head tauntingly, but a time may come 
when he w’ill realise that he will have to give some reply. Anyway, 
you may go on merry-making and enjoying the fun and let us see 
where you stop and how it ends. 

Sir, w’ith these w’ords I commend b}’ amendment to the acceptance 
of the House. 

Mr. MD. ABUi. FAZL: Sir, I beg to move that in clause d(/). 
lines 2 and H, for the words ‘*one-quarter of an anna” the wordd “one 
pie” be substituted. 

Sir, as the Sales Tax will ultimately be paid by the poor consumers, 
I think the tax should be lessened as much as pof»sible. In spite of 
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what the |lon’ble Finance Minister has told us about the amount 
being Yery» Small ^ I am sure the traders will try to get much in various 
ways so that the entire tax and >ven more will have to be paid by the 
consumer, with the result that the price of useful and essential com- 
modities will go up. For example, in the Central Assembly, a Bill 
is going to be introduced proposing taxation on matches. As soon as 
^hat news came outside, the pric^ of matches has been increased by 
the local traders more than what ought to have lieen done as a result 
of the taxation measure projioscd by the Oovernment of India. Sir, 
there are unscrupulous traders who may try to take advantage of the 
new taxation. In these circumstances, Sir, the tax should l»e as low 
as possible. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 beg to move 
that for sub-clause (3) of claust* 5 the following be substituted viK: 

*U3) In this section the expression ‘taxable turnover’ means that 
part of a dealer’s gross turnover during any period which remains 
after deducting — 

(i) his turnover during that period on — 

(a) the sale of goods declared tax-free under section 6; 

{b) sales to a registered dealer of goods specified in the 
purchasing dealer’s certificate of registration as 
being intended for resale by him, or for use by him 
in the manutacture for sale of any goods or in the 
execution (»t any contract and on sales to a registered 
dealer ot (‘ontainers and other materials for packing 
of such goods; 

(c) sale.s to the Indian Stores Department, the Supply 
Department of the Oovernment of India, and any 
railway administration; 

(cc) sales to any undertaking supplying eleetrical energy 
to the public under a licence or saniition granted or 
deemed to have been granted under the Indian Fdec- 
tricity Act, 1910. of goods for use by it in the 
generating or distribution of such energy ; 
id) sales of goods which to the satisfaction of the Com- 
missioner are shown to have been despatched by or 
on behalf of the dealer to an address outside Bengal ; 
(e) such other sales as may be prescribed, and 

* 

(it) one per centum of the balance remaining after making the 
deductions allowed by'' 

and here, Sir, I make a slight drafting change, namely 

Vaub-claoses (<|) to (e) above." 
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Mft SPEAKER: 1 think you are only making a draftijig ameiid> 
ment. 

I The Hon’bla Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, Sir. The idea 
underlying this amendment is that without this amendment there is 
i every likelihood that a tax of 1*5 per cent, will be imposed on the 
I tax itself. The dealer theoretically jviH get from the consumer notf^ 
i only the price of the article consumed but also the tax, and if we put 
‘ a tax of one pice in the rupee on the amount taken by him, the tax 
will fall not only on the price of the article but also on the tax itself. 
Therefore, by means of this amendment we propose to exclude a 
certain proportion which roughly wall represent the tax. It was on 
this consideration that I requested Mr. Norton to withdraw an 
amendment which he had moved previously, and I place this 
amendment of mine for the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. MDi ABUL FAZL: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 5, sub- 
clauses (c) and (rr) be omitted. 

Mr. R. M. 8A8800N: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 5(d) (o), 
after the word “administration” at the end, the words “or water 
transport service” he added. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL; Sir. we have begun with 
the question of the rate of taxation, and our idea is, as before, to 
finisli our discussion on that point before we come to another matter. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: As a matter ol fact, that is what I aiii going to 
do. The discussion falls into two parts — one is about exemptions and 
the other is the oj)erative portion. You might confine the discussion 
on the two issues and there would he no difficulty in that. 

Mr. R, M. 8A8800N. Sir, the reason for this amendment is that 
when all railways have been excluded, it would be dist^rimination if 
stearoshi]) companies were taxed. As the steamship com])anies can 
just as well purchase their supplies, etc., outside the province, it 
would be shortsighted to overlook this. Moreover, ships that bunker 
with coal will, as the Bill stands, escape the tax on their coal which 
is excluded in the Bill, but not so the ships that bunker with oil, and 
these could just as easily do so in Madras, Rangoon, Colombo and 
other such ports and will, in fact, do so, thereby depriving this port 
and this province of revenue. 

Rti HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, 1 beg to move«that 

in clause 5(^5) (</), line 1, after the word “goods,” the following ^words 
be inserted, namely; — 

“other than such furnished articles of industrial manufacture is 
may be notified by the Provincial Goveijmment.” 
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• Sir, ^he amendment relates to the sub-clause which runs as 
follows:---^ 

“In this section the expression "taxable turnover’ means that part 
of a dealer’s gross turnover during any period which remains 
after deducting his turnover during that period on 

First, Sir, come the exempted articles mentioned in sub-clause (fl). 
Then come goods for resale, raw materials for manufacture or execu- 
tion of contract, and sales of containers and packing materials. 
Thirdly, come the sales to the Indian Stores 'Department, eh-. Then 
come the sales to any undertaking supplying electrical energy, and 
fifthly cx>me “sales of goods which to the satisfaction of the Commis- 
sioner are shown to have been despatt'hed by or on belialf of the 
dealer to an address outside Bengal,” that is, sales of goods exported 
from Bengal. 

Sir, m\ submission is that such goods should be exempted, but 
with the exception of those finished articles of industrial manufachire 
as ma> be notified by the I’rovincial Government. Because what 1 
apprehend is that if this sub-clause stands, us it is, it will encourage 
the flight of manufactured goods from this province. There will he 
goods which are industrial or machine products, hut which have got 
no exportable surjdus. 1 do not think we can heli> the province by 
not levying the sales tux on such goodh going out of the j)rovince. Our 
idea i** that those giKid** which have an exportable surplus should not 
Ih* taxed. Otherwise, goods having no exportable suri)lus should be 
taxed it despat< hed outside the province. V'hile I have jiroposed this 
amendment with such an idea, you will find that I have left it to the 
discretion of the Provincial Government to determine which goods 
should be exenijded and which not after ascertaining the exportable 
8\irplus of such goods. If this discretion be ve.sted in the Government, 

I think it would be a wise policy in the interests of the (‘onsumers of 
this provime, to discriminate between finished goods sent outside. 
Moreover, Sir, I have taken the words verbatim from the Madras Act, 
and I think in matters of inter-provincial trade, we should follow the 
same policy* everywhere, and guard against tariff walls in inter- 
provincial trade and such things. That is my idea, Sir, in bringing 
forward this, amendment, and T commend it to the acceptance of the 
House.. 


Mr. SPEAKER: As regards amendment No. 126, Mr. Ghr»se, it 
•houM come, in under the Schedule. 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA COSE: I know that. Sir, hut T would like 
to move it here. . 
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Mr* SPEAKER: It cannot come in here. What I say fs that if 
you give this amendment on short notice for the purpose of Schedule, 
I will admit it. r 


Mr* ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: But, Sir, there is an addition of 
quinine. 

Mr* SPEAKER: This should come in under Schedule as this is an 
article of exemption. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will Mr. Ghose be entitled 
to move his amendment when the Schedule is discussed? 

Mr* SPEAKER: Yes, but he will have to redraft it with a view 
to get it into the Schedule. 

Mr* ATUL KRISHNA GHOSE: Then 1 shall have to give a short- 
notice amendment? 


Mr* SPEAKER : Yes. There is juM one point which 1 want to 
make clear. The reason why I want the amendments to be moved 
together is that the tax is a percentage on the turnover. Therefore 
if you discuss it as a matter of mathematical calculation, whether it 
is l/4th or I /8th or l/lOth, there is not much argument. The real 
argument is on the turnover and, therefore, unless you take all these 
amendments together there cannot be a real discussion. T hope the 
House understands the position. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Mr Speaker, Sir. I rise 
to speak on amendment No. 104 moved by Mr. Md. Abul Fazl of the 
Krishak Broja Party. Sir, the party we belong to is definitely against 
the introduction of this Bill, but we are helpless. We know% Sir, we 
will have to swallow this hitter pill. But it is our bounden duty to 
see that tlie burden of taxation is luiniiuised and it is onl^ for this 
reason that in place of one pice per rupee, as ha.s been suggested by the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister, we have suggested one pie per rupee. 
Sir, our demand is ver> fair and legitimate, and I hope members* to my 
left will agree with me when they will consider the poverty of Bengal 
as a wlnde. 

Sir, Mr. Hai Chaudhuri has pointed out that the countries of 
Europe, particularly Germany, a country which has been recogniatsd as 
superior to other countries of Europe, started with o per cent. As the 
first sales tax of that country. Sir. w'hat earthly reason can there be 
for the Hou ble Finance Minister of Bengal to start with ^ of a 
rupee in Bengal? The other day I suggested to^the Hon'ble. the 
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Fuiance Minister to proceed slowly; otlierwiae what will happeuP I 
am certain the House knows the fate of the Agricultural Produce 
Markets Bill. The Agricultural Produce Markets Bill was introduced, 
was referred to a Select Committee, was discussed and brought before 
this House and several clauses were disposed of; but the Hon 'Me 
^inister of Agriculture had to withdraw it and he has introduced 
another Bill in the name of the Market Regulation Bill in its stead. 
Sir, it will be only fair and proper on the part of the Hon'ble Finance 
Minister to accept the very reasonable demand put forward by the 
Krvshak Proja Party, and it will not be out of place to suggest that if 
we find tliat this rate of taxation on the sales of goods becomes success- 
ful, it will not be very difficult for the Government after the expiration 
of the period to raise this rate to two pies per rupee and then at tin* 
third stage to make it one pice per rui)ee. Sir, if (»ur suggestion iti 
not accepted, what will be our diityP We arc not going to take it 
lying down. Even to-day there is a protest meeting in the Town Hall. 
In the past there had been protest meetings. In one of the meetings. 
Sir, a member of this House, an ex-Finance Minister of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, presided and adduced valuable suggestions to the^ 
Government from that platform. tSir, it will be our hounden duty to 
go to the country and apeak against this unusual burden of taxation 
on the poor people of Bengal. It is high time for the Hon’hlo 
Minister to reconsider his decision. He has already reconsidered his 
decision. He has come down from 2 per cent, to per cent. 

Sir, if this House, particularly certain members of the Coalition Party 
who really feel that this is a very great burden on the poor people, if 
they rise to tlic occasion, I am sure even to-day this suggestion of tlie 
Hon’hle Finance Minister might be altered on the Hooj of this House 
this evening. 

Sir, I will appeal to the Hon’ble the Finance Minister not to be 
drunk with the power he has g(,t now. Let him consider twice before 
he jum]»s. Sir, we are niit much <‘oii<erned with the otlier provisions 
of the Bill. We are onl> (•oncerned with the rate of ta.xation and that 
is the only criterion that is to he decided b> Us. Sir, wc have definitely 
decided that we cannot go alM)ve <me pie per rupee, and I suggest that 
the Hon’hle the Finanee Minister will reconsider the matter and 
neeepl our suggestion. 

Mr. tURENDRA MATH BISWAS: Sir, i rise to support the 
motion moved by my friend Mr. Atul Krishna Gbose. Sir, his amend- 
ment^is that the rale of taxation should be l/8th of an anna, that is, 
half-pibe per hundred rupees. Now, Sir, my reasons for supporting 
this amendment are very cogent. We are told that this taxation 
measure has been brought up to meet the additional expenditure on 
nation-building departments. Let us wait for one year and see 
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whether the amount of tax that will be realised by this measure will 
be really spent for nation-building departments, and we shall also 
wait for the assurance that the' Hon’ble Finance Minister is expected 
to give us during the course of discussion of this Bill when the 
Preamble is taken up. Sir, already amendments have been tabled to 
the effect that the revenue raised by this tax shall be spent only 
nation-building departments. If he is sincere, we hope that he will 
accept those amendments. Anyhow when we have been told that not 
a single pie out of this money will be spent on anything except the 
nation-building departments, let us proceed on that basis. 

Now, Sir, what do w’e find in the budget which has already been 
presented before usK In the budget we find that a sum of Ks. ‘U lakhs 
only has been budgeted as additional expenditure on the nation- 
building departments. I am taking this figure from Appendix II 
attached to the statement read by the Hon’ble Finance Minister at the 
time of presenting his budget. There we find excess of expenditure 
in many dej>artmentH, but I have sorted only those departments which 
are called nation-building departments. I find tliat a sum of Rs. .34 
lakhs only has been asked for tor these nation-building de])artments. 
I am in doubt whether this Rs. 34 lakhs will be spent for those 
departments and tor the purposes which may be called nation-building 
purposes. Anyhow, (Government should not ask us to tax our people 
for any amount in excess ot this sum ot Rs. .34 lakhs. If they do so, 
Sir, 1 would ask the members id the Coalition Party: Are the> going 
to tax their own i)eople to pay for the additional expenses on police!^ 
Are they going to tax their own people to pay for the additional 
expenses on General Administration K Sir, the members of the Coali- 
tion Party who spoke while discussing the budget accused the (Goveru- 
ment of Bengal for still maintuining a top heavy administration. 1 
no>\ ask them it they were sincere in their accusation, are they going 
to tax their own people to meet the additional expenditure on General 
Administration which is, according to them, already top heavy Are 
they going to their own people to raise money for being spent on 
police? If they do not want to do that, then. Sir, I shall presently 
show that half-pice, #.c., U pies per ru})ee. will be quite sufficient to 
raise this Rs. 34 lakhs which i> required b\ the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister fm* additional expenses on nation-building departments. 

Sir, 1 shall cite only a tew of the articles which are going to be 
taxed and which alone I believe will raise this Rs. 34 lakhs. We 
consume annually dhotix and snris which are made of ordinary \*loth 
to the value of about Rs. 13 crores. We consume shirtings, coatings 
and other similar gomls to the tune of Rs. 5 crores. AVe also consume 
cloth woven by the handloom weavers to the tune of about Rs. 5 crores. 
So, in cloth alone we consume about Rs, 20 crores worth of goods. 
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Excluding from the operations of this Bill the production of the 
handloom industry, I may safely say that at l^ast Rs. 15 crores worth 
of cloth will be taxed. By levying tax at the rate of l/8th of an anna, 
t.e., 1^ pies per rupee, on sales worth about Rs. 1 crore, we get 
Rs. 78,125. This means that if we can tax sales to the value of 
Rs. 45 crores, we shall get Rs. 84 lakhs. Out of this 45 crores of 
"^rupees worth of articles, I have mentioned only one item, namely, 
Rs. 15 crores worth of cloth. I shall mention other items also, which 
will fetch a sale of much more than 80 crores of rupees. Sir, ncveral 
crores of rupees worth of umbrellas, shoes, cigarettes, cigars, medicines, 
glassware, china clay ware, galvanized sheets, timber, iron manufac- 
tures, paper, bamboos for paper pulp, fuels including coke and coal, 
and many other items will be taxed. If we tax all these articles at 
the rate of l/8tli of an anna, then we can raise Rs. 84 lakhs easily. 
With that we shall be able to meet the additional expenditure on 
nation-building (k*partments. There is another point. Not only the 
members on this side id the House but also the members opposite — 1 
. mean the supporters of Ciovernmeiit — have already a feeling of distrust 
of the present Ministry. They also feel like us that though (lovern- 
ment say that they will spend more mone,\ on nation-building 
departments, they w'ill not do .so in the long run. La.st year the\v kept 
a heavy amount of money unspent and several instances have been 
cited not only from this hide of the House but also from the other 
aide. So, Sir, when there is already distru.st in the minds of honourable 
members of this House, let us wait for one year and see whether we 
cannot do with the reduced rate which will cover the additional 
expenditure on nation-building dei)artments. Later on, if we find 
that the jiiesent Ministers are sincere and spend this Rs. 84 lakhs on 
real nation-building departments, if they ean thus win the confidence 
of this House, and if then they come up with an amendment of the 
rate, we shall favourably consider such an amendment measure. But 
for the present let us give Government that amount of money only 
which they say tliey reijuire for additional expenses on nation-huilding 
departments. 

Sir, with these words, 1 support the motion of Mr. Atul Krishna 
Ghose, and I hope that the honourable mtmibers of this House will 
accept it. 

Mr> SASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: On the general question 
regarding the incidence of taxation, I want to make a very few 
submissions with regard to the rate that should be accepted by the 
House. So 'far as the question of rate is concerned, since the Ministry 
is rushing this Bill in the teeth of vigorous <»pposition not merely from 
those who are the official Opposition in this Hou.se but also from 
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memberB of parties and groups who support other measures of Govern- 
ment, since the Mini8tt:y*i8 rushing the Bill in the teeth of so much 
opposition, we on this side of the jBouse without budging an inch from 
the stand that we have taken, namely, that this Bill is neither 
necessary nor called for nor just under the circumstances of the 
province to-day, without waiving our stand and principle even 
to the smallest extent, declare once again that our nexti^ 
attitude is to make the rigour of the taxation as light as possible. Aa 
we have said on previous occasions times without number, taxation 
must be consistent with the bearing capacity of the people at large. 

J will not repeat the arguments which have been advanced even to-day 
by my honourable friend Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas, but I would 
simply draw the attention of the House, particularly the members of 
the Coalition Party who are supporting the Government in this 
measure — 1 know that they are not happy about this measure of 
taxation but all the same they are supporting this measure — I would 
ask the members of the Coalition Party to consider one particular 
thing, what is the context of this present measure of taxation 'f* To-day 
I will not refer to the big meeting that is being held in the Town 
Hall. I would appeal to the members of the Coalition Party as to 
what condition the masses of the province have been driven to-day by 
the fact that the Central Legislature is also going to impose new 
taxation measures. Sir, I think, one very small example will suffice. 
The poor people of this province have not enough to eat, but a very 
large number of the poverty-stricken people have taken to the habit of 
smoking. Smoking may be a luxury to the full stomachs of my 
friends to the left, but it is a necessity to the empty stomachs of a vast 
majority of the people of our country. What will be the condition 
of these poor smokers when a match-box is going to be sold in a very 
short time at 4 pice. The price will go higher up in a very few days. 
The Hon'ble Minister in charge has excluded merely the tobacco for 
the hookkay but he has not excluded the more handy bidi which has 
overtaken the province to a great extent. Our cultivators nowadays 
do not go to their fields with their ploughs and Jwokka but with their 
ploughs in their emaciated hand and with a half-burnt bidi on the 
top of their ear. This is their method of smoking to-day. That half- 
burnt bidi which he saves very carefully and which he protects even 
against rain will also be taxed by this measure of the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge. 

(At this stage Hon’ble Minister in charge was standing, looking 
at papers in his hands.) • 

Sir, I take strong exception to the Hon’ble Minister’s standing. 
That is not etiquette. I think, Sir, that is not manners. As the 
custodian of this House, as the custodian of the dignity of this House, 

I appeal to you to enforce manners even on a Minister. 
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• Mr* SPEAKER: I know that it is my enforce manners in 

the House, but I would be glad if there is no such occasion for my 
interference. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Any way he is corrected 

■^ow. 

Sir, the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Bill who taunts the 
Opposition in the name of the dumb millions — may 1 ask, Sir,* what 
position has he taken upP Even the hidi will be taxed. To-day the 
po6r people will be taxed by the gods of the Central Government and 
by the demons in the province. Between the gods above and the 
demons below what will be the position of the poor people in this 
province? 

Sir, my appeal to the Coalition l*arty is — since you have agreed to 
this Bill and you have been persuaded to have this Bill ena(*ted into 
law, have it in such a shape that the poor people may not be driven 
to the wall as a result of this enactment. Sir, so far as we are 
concerned, we shall welcome all these measures from the Government 
if they come in quick succession, because we know that though we 
are not able to inject rationality into the mind of the Hon’ble MinisU^r, 
the day of reckoning is being prepared elsewhere and if a large 
number of such taxation measures come in qui< k sucjession, we 
this side of the House will only welcome them because we think where 
we have failed their own supporters will succeed — revolution wiW be 
in their own camp. I may tell the members of the Coalition Party 
that though we have no feeling of respect for the Ministers, we have 
still some respect left for them because we know* that though 
technically we might differ in the matter of voting, still a large 
majority on this side as w'ell as on the other side have a common 
interest. I do not like to see the re.sponsibility (Tevolving upon the 
members of the Coalition Party members, for in that case the people 
at large in Bengal will say that these peojile in the Coalition Party, 
who themselves form the rank and file of that party without any 
position, prestige and power, have played into the hands of these 
intriguing persons who do not really think of them but simply think of 
themselves. So 1 appeal to the members of the Coalition Party to get 
out of this de/ipondency, rise above their helpless position and give a 
shaking^ that the apparently strong hands of the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister may tremble and the papers of the taxation measure may fall 
down, to the ground. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to 
support the amendment moved by my friend, Mr. Abul Faai, belonging 
to the Kiishak Proja Party. We are fighting against this measure 
tooth, and nail, because we all know that this Bill, if enacted into 
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law, will ultimately became an engine of oppression on our po6r 
country. But, as we find, we have to swallow the bitter pill, as one 
of my friends have suggested, because here in this Assembly only the 
counting of heads will ultimately succeed and not reason and counsel. 
But there is one thing which must not go unnoticed. Sir, the Hon’ble 
Mr. Suhrawardy now and then boasts that he has been addressing hug^ 
public meetings where he has got almost unanimous support. Sir, 

I happened to be present in one of these meetings, and I sliall give a 
description of how' he faced the crow’d 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Sarkar, 1 would ask you not to refer to that 
matter in this connection. You cun postpone it for the present, and 
I shall have nothing to say if you raise this incident in ci)nnection with 
a salary motion of the budget. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: 1 am ]nepa red to submit to 
your ruling, Mr. S[)eaker, but you allowed the Hon’ hie Minister to 
make that statement in connection with this ver\ Bill the other day. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: No, it was not in connection with tlii^ Hill. Hut 
may I ask you how can it be relevant to this Hilly 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: it is relevant because he faced a 
meeting of people who did not want this Hill in a clever way and 
he 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Hut if you leave it for the budget discussion, 1 
tell you I w'ill not shut it out. 

Mfluivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: As it is your ruling, Sir, I 
submit. 

But my point was this, that this Bill is a most unpopular Bill in the 
province. There was already a hartal in Calcutta the other day, and 
to-day there is als«) another hartal. A big meeting is being held in the 
Town Hall now and the attitude of the mufassal people is also against 
this measure. They feel that this Hill will ultimately hit them so 
much so that their already impoverished condition will be made still 
worse. It is general knowledge. Sir, that unscrupulous tradesmen 
try to take advantage of taxation measures and as soon as a proposal 
of taxation come« forward and even before it is passed into law^they 
begin to raise the prices of commodities upon which the tax ifj to be 
imposed. Had an empiiry been made, it would have been found that 
even the necessaries of life which will ultimately not fall within the 
purview of this Hill are being charged for at higher nHes on the ground 
of the imposition of the sales tax. 
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. In this connection, Sir, 1 must bring it to the notice of the House 
that in mufassal areas the poor people are already at their wits^ end. 
Whatever they sell is selling cheap and the price of whatever they buy 
is getting higher and higher. On account of war conditions and the 
taxation put by the (Vntral Government, most of the necessaries will 
go up in price and if this taxation measure is again forced on the un- 
Villing shoulders of the public, it will have a very deteriorating effect 
on the life of the masses. The more we speak on the subject and the* 
more we describe the poor and miserable condition of the masses, the 
more will the Hon’ble the Finance Minister and the Ministry laugh, 
because these i)eople are big people, they are mostly exploiters of 
vested interests. They take a peculiar delight in exploiting the masses. 
Nothing will f)pen their eyes, but there will 1 .» a da\ (»f reckoning. 1 
wish that the Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin had been here to-day. He very 
recently tasted a little of the poison gas of his so-ealletl popularity 
in tlje Gas Street. If Mr. Suhra\vard> goes on with his taxation 
measure in this way, I fear that he will have to change Ins hat several 
times in a day in order to avoi»l recognition even in lli<* public street.s 
of Talcutta. 

With these few remarks. Sir, 1 supjxirt the motion d my honourable 
friend Mr. Abul Fazl. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have m)w to put all the motions to the vote, 
but as it is prayer interval time, I sliall do so after the adjournment. 

(At this stage the House was a«ljourned for fitteen minutes.) 


(After adjourn ment . J 

Mauivi ABDUL WANED : 

W5T cnfei natvt'^r 

I fVl, 

ftol W ^PTl^ C5h Cbh C*Pt?rf% 

^ 1 d’tu ^prri 

^ JIT 4T VifT 

4c**r,4>*( I ^ Tf% wm Of, 

vfft ^ jfWn TCTO, Tiro *5t^ ^ 

^ ^ snjftv Tprnr dCn-i 
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<3 I 'TtarKr >Rf%=i ^ c^l^ci® 

^ ^5tOT 15t<1t5T I vsICH^J 

“ffe (iJc^^ic^ ^ TO! Pkilc^, 

^jn ^itus ^ ^ ^3t?f¥ wsl (Pw ^ I ^ ^aitj^ 

C^ ^ wm (R ^•C*tt^ tpst^ (7ri?l 

^ feC’FT'tT a, ^ ^ 57® MR4 I 

^artw (Tf«n ^itTO (R nr^rt^T 

^r?RR'S W31 Ol^ I 

’Tt*mr«li;: (yf^ ^ oi, to ^rot^fRc^R 

fro ^ atU^ ^ Ttf\57R c^rft ^ I nfsTRi 

fM^TTO fro wffro "W^ (R^ TfRRtfR ^Rn i sIi^fto 
R foTTS ^R^ R TrR-?ffR FRt^ ygR f^torcw. r^ ^^Ri:«f 

^TTR-RTv^R *fR RC^ f^lRC^ otR ^•^^ll^fRHR ^i*tf^ R? I ^^^"^TfC*? -3^ 

^8RTO vSRrr <tfiRR 3rrt5-5ft^ g9fg N!(t^ <nrR Tpr?i 

^TM I fV iii?i '3^‘j ??tRR <R 

jqrj;? ^ rf] (TT f%C3F3tRR Cl’^ ^t'JR. 

i^pnrR *i^*Rf<rR®k^? RRfti^ <?Rr5 i ij^l'i f^rfRR? 

^fR ?»t tRtR 9fcR TtsR 7'^ ^ (R^. il^ WR f^?r ^TR. 
'SRR tfRjn^ f^jipR^ 5^ ’tPtr c*R Rfe wr^ ?r 
'•iHj '$rR r dhs ^RR I ci’^ ^ 511 ‘jtUr^ 

W^ 5R cron ^SJRR ^ R tpjR RlRC^ (TTI^I 

3rt^r^ ^ ^rtrar tr^ R3^ ^9^ i 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. $. 8UHRAWARDY: Mr Spt^uker. Sir, 1 am 

fOHsI rained to oppose all the amemimenls which aim at alterinj^ tlie 
amount of the tax. Mr. Suremlra Nath Biswas lias referred to the 
expenditure of Hs. d4 lakhs on nation-huihlin^^ departments over and 
above the last gear’s expenditure, and he says that the rate should be 
such as will cover only that expenditure. Sir, he forj^ets that this year 
Me have also a deficit of Ks. 70 lakhs or thereabout due to exi>enditure 
<m natiou-buildinf?’ departments. The other d4 lakhs is merely an 
addition to the present deficit and hence taxation is necessary To meet 
the total deficit, Sir, 1 do not wish to ju^^gle with figures and to talk 
about nation-building departments over and over again. The fac\ is 
that (Government must have money at its disposal if it wishes to extend 
its beneficent activities. We cannot take up big schemes unless Me 
know that money is available. To give an example, we have allotted 
Rs. IJ lakhs for rural health services, but this is nominal, for arhila 
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launching the scheme we shall have to make arrangements for Rs. 35 
lakhs which it will ultimately cost. Therefore, if we begin to expand 
our iiatiombuilding departments, money must be available. We must 
also have, as I have pointed out before, a certain surplus at our dis- 
posal and a closing balance which is necessary for the financial stability 
^f any Government. 

Then, Sir, I anticipate that we ma> have to spend more money 
than we have budgeted for to relieve distress, and for the purpose of 
agricultural credit and to establish rural credit in general. Funds for 
these ])urpose.s must l»e at the di.sposal of (lovernment before we cun 
embark upon an\ such project.s. Mr. .lalaluddin Hashem> and others 
of his grou]) constantly retei to the taxation on the poor people of 
Bengal. 1 again urge. Sir, that it they were go(Ml enough to examine 
the exemptions proj)osed and acc'cpted. they will find that the poor 
people of Bengal will hardly be touched by this taxation. The taxa- 
tion will fall on the rnnhlle classes and on the richer classes, on those 
who are the patrons of bigger sh(»[>s, mostly on those who purchase 
from shops in ('alcutta yvhose turnover is easily I crore and m(»re. 
The poor people will hardly be taxed by this taxation measure. Most 
of their necessities are exempted ami such articles like f/atnrha and 
coarse cloth which are manutactured in cottages and form part of the 
cottage industries of Bengal yyill aUn escape this taxation, t’onse- 
(luently. 1 believe there is hardly any room tor grievances on this 
score 

1 have been told that there is a hartnl again in (’alcutta, We are 
getting u.sed to it. We know that these hartals are engineered and, 
as I have pointed out. they are not engineered by the consumers or by 
the representatives of the consumers, but they are engineere«l by the 
trade.s people who think that they yyill not be able to pass on the tax 
to the consumer. 1 have no doubt that we shall hear to-morrow of 
some mammoth and stupendous mas.s meeting which is taking jilace 
in the Toyvn Hall. The voice that emanates from the loud-speaker 
is not necessarily the voice of the masses, and the few people who are 
there in the Town Hall and the half-u-doKeii or a dozen people who 
stand on the steps as an ovcrfloyy gathering are a testimony to the fact 
that the Sales Tax hardly causes any comment amongst the people 
here, in spit#* of all attempts to wdiip up an agitation. 

Now, I do ignore, as a rule, the very unfounded and uncharitable 
coniinents of Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar (Mr. Anr Hossain SabkaE: 
Because it hurts you very much.) because they are not worthy of a 
reply. Mr.' Abu Hossain Sarkar has apparently taken advantage of an 
unfortunate incMent which took place in Calcutta to look round for 
himself and he has had the temerity on the floor of this House to 
threaten my persoh with* violence. Now, Mr. Abu Hossain sarkar may 
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employ hirelings for this purpose, but I think it will take a very, very 
long time for agitators of his type to find a footing in Calcutta 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Mr. Speaker, you did not 

allow Mr. Abu Hossain Sarker to deal with that subject and you asked 
him to wait till the demand under “‘General Administration” came up^ 
But the Hon’ble Minister is in his reply referring to that particular 
question. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I stopped Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar when he was 
referring to the Muharram incident. I did not stop him in the 
beginning at all. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E; Did he refer to hooliganism? 1 
want to know whether such an expression is allowed on the floor of the 
House. If not, he should withdraw it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; Mr Abu Hossain Sarkar 
had better keep his fhreats to himself 

Mr. 8PEAKER: As a matter of fact, there was a certain statement 
about the Hon’ble Minister facing the public and now he is replying 
to it in general. 1 do not think he has meant any offence to any parti- 
cular member. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA GH08E: If the Hon’ble Minister has said 
that Mr, Abu Sossain Sarkar will appoint hooligans 

Th« Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No. 1 used the word 
“hireling”. 

The rate of tax is very small. Its incidence is 1 pice in the rupee. 

Sir, I shall now* deal with the amendment which was tabled in the 
name of Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker, but which I could not have accepted 
had he moved it. It w'as to the effect that every year we should fore- 
cast our expenditure and put the tax at a rate which will yield the 
amount forecasted. I would not have accepted it because this would 
have created uncertainty in the minds of traders, who would not have 
been able to deal with the situation from year to year, not knowing 
what would be the incidence of taxation in the following year. This 
would also lead to. confusion in the accounts. Sir, I merely refer ^o it 
because some hoiiourable gentlemen while moving other amendpients 
have also referred to thivS aspect of the question. 

Then, Sir, there is the amendment of Mr. Sassoon regarding pur- 
chases by the water transport service being also exempted from taxa- 
tion. Sir, I feel that there has l>een an omission ‘on our part. ' The 
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Madraa Governmeut has exempted water transport service and that is 
due to the fact that water transport, particularly sea-going vessels, 
may fill their bunkers from any port and if we do not exempt the water 
transport service, it is quite likely that much of the trade of Calcutta 
will pass to other ports. I .suggest, how’ever, Sir, that instead of 
h^hft words “water transport .service” coming after the words “railway 
administration” we may insert the words “or water transport after 
the word “railway” and before the word “administration, because the 
object is that only the a<lministratioii of the water transport service 
should be exempted and not the service itself. Sir. if he accepts my 
suggestion, I am prepared to accept his amendment. 


Mr. R. M. 8A8800N: Sir. 1 accept the suggestion ot the Hon’hle 
Minister. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Now, Sir, the amend- 
ment moved h> Itai llarendra Xath ('haudhuri, namel>, that such 
articles which are finished artiides ot industrial manutai’ture as may 
he notified h^ the Provincial tiovernnient .should he faxetl, it export oil, 
does not appeal to me. Ili.s argument is that we must first hud out 
w’hich are those articles which have no exportable surjdus. and having 
found that out, make these artiides liahlh to tax even when exported 
from this province. The ettect, liowever, of this will he that if we do 
not exempt .such exported articles trom taxation, the^\ w’ill not be 
purchased from this province hut will he purchased from other pro- 
vinces. Consequently there will he less purchase of these articles. On 
the other hand, tlie reason w’h\ w'c have exempted all articles exported 
from this province is that we do not wuint to reduce the hulk ot our 
export trade. I am sure that if the drders are fortht’oming, our 
industries will adapt themselves to the situation and wdll he able to 
satisfy the requirements not onl> of this province, hut also of other 
provinces. I feel. Sir, that the amendment of Mr. Uai (baudhuri will 
have an adverse effect on trade and business and far fnmi removing any 
tariff wall, it wull raise a tariff wall in effect. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I must just explain one point before I put the 
motions to vote. As regards the incidence of taxation, there are really 
three amendments. First, the Government proposal is U) have d pies 
per rupee. The second proposal, which is made by Rai Harendra Nath 
Ch®udhuri, is 1 per cent. Then there is the third proposal of Mr. Ahul 
FaslUo make it 1 pie in the rupee. There is also an amendment of 
Mr. Atul itrishna Ghose. I must just explain the actual effect of 
these amendments because one is on the percentage basis and the 
others are on the pie basis. I think it would be better to begin from 
the lowest rate, affd I therefore put Mr. Abul FaaTs amendment first. 
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The motion of Mr. Md. Abul Fazl that in clause 5 (/), lines 2 and 
d, for the words “one-quarter of an anna” the w^ords “one pie” be 
substituted, was then put and a division taken M'ith the following 
result : — 


AN«I WaM, Maahri. 

Aka HMMla larkar. Maahri. 

A»al ran. Mr. mi. 

Aihanrya Obaatfliary, Maharaja laiM Kaata, at 
Maktaiaaba, Myrnaailafli. 

AbaMd Kbaa, Mr. Syatf. 

AilfbaMla AbaMb, Mr. 

•aaarji, Mr. latya Friya. 

■araia, laba Fraaibari. 

■araiaa, Aaba ibyama Fraiai. 

•baarailk, Dr. DaMaia Obaabra. 

•Inrai, laba Lababail Narayaa. 

■inraa, Mr. bartaira Naib. 

•ata, Mr. larat Obaabra. 

Dbaabbari, Rai Naraabra Natb. 

Oaa Rayta, Raba Khaftabra Natb. 

Oatta Maaaaibar, Mr. NIUraaba, 
iMbabal Nabaa. Kui. 

Rbaaa, Mr. Atal Kriabaa. 

Riaaabbla Abaiab, Mr. 


AYEI-~3S. 


Raaaraaii, Mr. TaM Obaabra. 

Naiaa AN Cbaabbary, Mr. fyab. 
balalabbia Haabaaiy, Mr. lyab. 
baaab All Maiaaibar, Maahri. 

Kaaba, Mr. NtabHba Natb. 

Mali. Mr. Abwaita Kaaur. 
Maairauaaiaa lalaaiababl, Maaiaaa Mb. 
Maabai Hatala, Mr. 

Naaibar Ail, Mr. lyab. 

Faal, fir Mari taabar. 

RaaiUabbia Abaiab, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Obara Chaabra. 

Ray, Mr. Maaaiatba Nath, 
iaayal, Mr. laaaaka Sakbar. 
larkar, Mr. Nalial Raajaa. 
laa, Mr. Atal Obaabra. 

•bahabali. Mr. 
lhaaitabbia Abaiab. Mr. M., 

Waliar Rabaiaa, Maahri. 


NOES 9S. 


Abbal Aim. Maaiaaa Mb. 

ANal Nail, Mr. MIria. 

Abbal Hail, Mr. Mia. 

ANal Haklai, Maahri. 

Abbal Nakiai Vikraaiyarl, Maahri Mb. 

ANvl Naaiib Mr. A. M. 

Abbal Kariai, Mr. 

Abbal MaJIb, Mr. lyab. 

Abbal Wabab Kbaa. Mr. 

ANar Rabaiaa, Kbaa Rababar A. r. M. 

Abbar Raaablb MabaiaN, Mr. 

ANar Raabaab. Maalvi Mb. 

Abbar Raat. Kbaa Rbabar Maalvi I. 

Abbal Matalab MaWi, Or. 

Abbar Ranah, Maalvi. 

Abbal Naiblai. Maalvi. 

Abal Navaia Abaiab, Mr. 

Abaiab All iaayatpari, Kbaa Rababar Maaiaaa. 
Abvab AN Mribba. Maalvi . 

Alfaiabbia Abaiab. KNa RabNar Maalvi. 
AibrataN, Mr. M. 

AatN Naaaia KNa, Kbaa Rababar Maahri. 
•abrabbaja, IM. lyN. 

Mrbaiyra, Hr Naary, tart, 
iiawai, Mr. Rarik Ul. 

RblypMbala, Mr.b. W. 

Mark, Mr. I. A. 

Oai, Mr. Aaakal Obaabra. 
rarbN Ran RbatNbary, Mr. M. 
farbat Ran Kbaaaai. Raft*. 

SaMBl Mao, IN ilaa*Ma Mr. A. K. 
raalal SMMr. Kbaa Rababar Maalvi. 

Saalar RNaMa, Mr. <Oaaaa|. 

Mar talMRab, Mr. (MyMaaalafbl. 


Riabblaf, Mr. D. 

Raait*, Mr, I. A. 

Rriiltbi, Mr. 0. 

Oaraag, Mr. Daaibir liagh. 

NabibaUab, tba Haa'Ma Nawab Rababar K., at 

Daica. 

Habbaar, Mr. R. R. 

Naiiabbla obawbbari, Maalvi. 

HaailbNbia Abaiab, Kbaa laMb. 

Haaiiltaa, Mr. K. A. 

Nataaauaaiaa, MaaNi Mb. 

Hatlaa Martbab, Mrv. M. R. I. 

HavUngi, Mr. R. 4. 

Haabry, Mr. DavM. 

NaywaN, Mr. Ragan. 

Ntrtial, Mr. M. A. f. 

balalabbia Abaiab, Rbaa RabNar Maahri. 
bariaivNia AbaiN, Kbaa tabab Maalwi. 
KaMraNia Kbaa. Kbaa Rababar Maalvi. 

Kaiaw AH Mina, tabMiaba KawN bab Ifti. 
Kaaaaby, Mr. I. R. 

MaRragar, Hr. R. R. 

Mabaabbla Abanb. Maalvi. 

Maabal. Mr. bagat ibaabra. 

M aMr ab M a Akbaai, Maalvi. 

Milaa. Mr. 0. W. 

MabaaiaMb AN. Kbaa RabNar. 

MaNIa AH, Mr. Mb. 

M arg aa , Hr. R., 0.1.1. 

HaiiMB AN HaRab, Maalvi M. 

HvbaaiMN AlaM, Kbn R aba ba r MaNvl byab. 
MaNaiaHMl laraR, Maalvi. 

HabaaiaiN O t b M ia a, Kbaa R a b ab ar Or. tyyb. 
M Mli b , MM Maa M N m. M aN ab a OMy* * 
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■«Mck, m. MHB fttiMnr. 

■sOarraff NmuIn, tht Hta’Mt Nawai, Kkaa 


taralat lHaa. Hr. 

•hahakaMla, Mr. Ka«a|a, O.t.1. 


Wa t tagaw aa l Mafaa, Mr. lyai. 

Naatfy, tk# Maa'Ma Maliaraja IrteckaNra, af 
Oaaaiaikttar. 

NaaaraHali, Rawakiatfa K. 

Narlaa, Mr. H. It. 

^ Pjrttaa. Mr. W. 0. 
ffaikat tha Haa’Ma Mr. Prasaaaa Dak. 

Rasaar Rakaiaa Kkan, Mr. 

•atfamMla Aknai, Mr. 

UiriMin Akmaa, Haji. 

Sakaka-Alaai. Mr. tyaa. 
taUa, Mr. t. A. 
tarkar, laka MaakaiHkan. 
iaMaaa. Mr. R. M. 


•paliar. Mr. i. H. 

•iaalair, Mr. 4. r. 
ttrtfar, iaka Utia Mania, 
tmitk. Mr. N. Rrakant. 
tlavta, Mr. 4. W. R. 
tnkrawaiiy, Ika Nan'Ma Mr. N. t. 
Stark. Mr. A. F. 

Walkar, Mr. J. R. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Wkitakaatf, Mr. R. i. 

Wariiwartk, Mr. W. 0. 

Yatat AH Okaaikanr, Mr. 

Zakar Akmti Okaaikary. Maalvi. 


The Ayes MS and the Noe.s !KS, (he luotion was lost. 

Tlie motion of Mr. Atul Krishna (ihose lhat in clause 0 (/), in 
line 2, for the word “quarter” the word “ei#?hth” be substituted, was 
then ])ut and a division taken with (he following result: — 


AYM— 37. 


Akial Wakai, Maalvi. 

Aka Hatsaln larkar. Maalvi. 

Akal Patl. Mr. Mi. 

Akmai Kkan, Mr. tyai. 

Aiimaiila Akmai, Mr. 

•anarji, Mr. tatya Priya. 

•arma, Saka Pramkari. 

•arman, Saka Ikyama Praiai. 
■kaarmlk. Dr. Raklaia Okanira. 
■lawaa, Saka Laktkmi Narayar. 
Slaaraa, Mr. taranira Nalk. 

■aaa, Mr. karat Ckanira. 
Ckaaikari, Ral Haranira Natk. 
Daa Dapta, Saka Kkaftnira Natk. 
Daa tapta, trijat Naranira Natk. 
Datta Mniamiar, Mr. Nikarania. 
f miaini Nnaaa, Kui. 

Dkaaa, Mr. Atal Kriakna. 
Dtaaaiiia Akmai, Mr. 


Akial Aala, Maalana Mi. 

Akial Nalt, Mr. Miria. 

Akial NaSx. Mr. Mia. 

Akial Nakim. Maalvi. 

Akial Nakim Vlkmmpvrl. Maalvi Mi. 

AkM NamM, Mr. A. M. 

Akial MalMv lir. lyai. 

AkiM Wakik Kkan, Mr. 

Akiar Rakman, Kkan Dakaiar A. F. M. 
AkinMNaakaai. Maalvi Mi. 

Akiarl^, Kkan takaiaf MaaM t. 

Akiar Naaaak MaaM. 

Akal Maaala Akmai, Mr. 

ju^^TnayMparf* Kkaa itkaiar Mwiwa. 
Aknmi AH MrMka, MaaM. 

Atawiila Akami, Kkmi Dakaiar mrnhL 


DaavamI, Mr. Tnlil Okanira. 

Natan All Okawikary, Mr. tyai. 
iaiaiaiila Natkamy. Mr. lyai. 
iaaak AM Maaamiar, Maalvi. 

Kaaia, Mr. Nlikttka Natk. 

MaJI, Mr. Aiwalta Kamar. 
Maalrairamaa lilamnkaii, Maalana Mi. 
Mapkal Haiain, Mr. 

Naatkar All, Mr. lyai. 

Ramiiaiila AkmN, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Okara Okanira. 

Ray, Mr. Maamatka Natk. 

•aayal, Mr. Oataaka Nkkar. 

•aa, Mr. Atal Okanira. 

IkakaiaH, Mr. 

OkamaaMin Akmai, Mr. M. 

Waliar Rakman, Maalvi. 

Zamaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOCI 18. 

Atkralali, Mr. M. 

AMai Naaaain Kkan, Kkan Dakaiar MaaM. 
Dairaiiaja, Mr, iyai. 

Dlrkmyra. Mr Naary, Dart 
DIaarai, Mr. Raalk LM. 

O k l p paai M a , Mr. 4. W. 

Otark, Mr. I. A. 

Daa, Mr. Aaakal Okaaira. 

Parkai Data Okawikary, Mr. M. 
rarkat Dana Rkaaaw, Dafam. 

FaMaf Naa, Ika Naa*Ma Mr. A. K. 
raalal QaaMr, Kkaa Dakaiar MaaM. 

Paaiar DakaMa, Mr. (Oaaaa|. 

Paalar Dakmaa, Mr* (Mymaailaikl. 
DiaiMai, Mr. D. 

•aama, Mr. 0. A. 

DMka, Mr.D. 
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NiMMIali. Mm Nm*M« ttawik ■tliaMr K., tl 
Rmm. 

MaMtw.Mr.R.R. 

NtiiHMff OkMikiri, MMrivi. 

MiaMiMto Akniai. KkM tftklk. 

HinUtM, Mr. K. A. 

NiiUMia«aii. MmIvI Mi. 

Manta Marakai, Mn. M.R.I. 

Nalaaialty iaiiaiar, Kkta taklk Maalfl. 

Mawkltfi, Mr.R.i. 

Natiry. Mr. DavM. 

Hayvaai, Mr. Rtfan. 

HIrital, Mr. M. A. f. 

iaIalaNia Akiaai, Kkta Rakaiar Maalvi. 
iaiinaiiia Akaiai, Kkaa lakak MaatvI. 
Kaklraiila Kkaa. Kkaa Rakaiar MaatvI. 

Kaaaai AH Mini, lakikaaia Kawaa iak kyai. 
Kaaaaiy, Mr. I. R. 

MaRragar, Mr. R. R. 

Maaial. Mr. ia|a< Okaaira. 

Maairaiila Akkaai, Maalvi. 

MUaa, Mr. €. W. 

Makanaiai All, Kkaa Rakaiar. 

Makila All, Mr. Mi. 

Margaa, Mr. R.. C.I.E. 

Maaiaai All MaUak, Maalvi M. 

Maiaaiaiat Hag, Maalvi Mi. 

Makamaiai Afxal, Kkaa Rakaiar Maalvi tyai. 
MakamaiMI Itrall, Maalvi. 

Makaaiaiai lliiiiva, Kkaa Rakaiar Or. tyai. 
Malllak, tka Hta'kla Mr. Makaaia Rakary. 
MaHlek, Mr. Ralla Rakary. 


Maakarraff HaaaalB, tka Naa’kla Mavik, Kkaa 
Rak aia r . 

Maatafiaaai Nafva. Mr. tyai. 

Maaiy, tka Hta'kla Makaraia triaakaaira, tl 
RtaalaHiaaar. 

RaaaraUak, Ravakiaia K. 

Rtrtta. Mr. N. R. 

Paitta, Mr. W. 0. 

Ralkat, tka Nta'Ma Mr. Praiaaaa Dak. 

Raaaar Rakaiaa Kkaa, Mr. 

•aiaraiila Akaiai. Mr. 

•airaiila Akaiai, Najl. 

•akaka*Aiaai, Mr. tyai. 

tallia, Mr, t. A. 

tarkar, Raka Maikataiaa. 

taaatta. Mr. R. M. 

tarajai Itlaai, Mr. 

tkakakaMia, Mr. Kkwaia. O.R.K. 

tkaaiaaiiia Akaiai Khaaikar, Mr. 

ttaHar, Mr. i. N. 

tiaalair, Mr, J. F. 

tiriar, Raka LHta Maaia. 

tMltfc, Mr. H. Rrakaat. 

ttavaa, Mr. J. W. R. 

takrawariy, tha Haa'kia H. t. 

Mark, Mr. A. r. 

Walkar. Mr. 4. R. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

WkHakaai, Mr. R. R. 

Wariiarartk, Mr. W. 0. 

Yaiat All Okaaikary, Mr. 

Zakar Akaiai Okaaikary, Maalvi. 


The Ayes being 37 and the Noes 95, the motion was lost 

The motion of Kai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that iii danse 5 (/), 
in lines 2 and 3, for the words “one-quarter of an anna in tl«e nipee 
on” tlie words “one per centum of” be substituted was then pul and 
ii division taken with the following result: — 


AYES -37. 


ANal WaNi, Maalvi. 

Aka Ntaaala tarkar. Maalvi. 

Akal Pail, Mr. Mi. 

Akaiti Kkaa, Mr. tyai. 
Aaiaiviila Akaiai, Mr. 

Saatr}!, Mr. latya Priya. 

Ranaa. Raka Praaikari. 

Ranaaa, Raka Ikyaaia Prtaai. 
Rkawailk, Dr. RtMait Okaaira. 
Rtoaraa, Raka Lakakaii Narayaa. 
RMarii, Mr. taraaira Matk. 

Rtaa, Mr. karat Okaaira. - 
Okaaikarl, Rai Haraaira Rktk. 
Dai Rapla. Raka KkifaaAra Ratk. 
Dia Rapla, tH)vt Haraaira Hatk. 
Dalla Mataaiiar, Mr. MIkaraiiia. 
laMMal Maoaa. Kail. 

Rktaa, Mr. Atal Krlakaa. 
Rlaiaiila AkaMi. Mr. 


Raaaraaii. Mr. TaM Okaaira. 

Naiaa All Oktvikary, Mr. tyai. 
iaialaiila Naakaaiy, Mr. tyai. 
itaak AH Mtjaaiiar, Maalvi. 

Kaaia, Mr. HlikHka Hatk. 

Mall, Hr. Aiaralta Kaaiar. 
Maalraaxaaiaa lalaaiakail, Maalaaa Mi. 
Maoktl Naaala, Mr. 

Haaakar AH. Mr. tyai. 

Raailiaiila AkaMi, Mr. 

Ray, Hr. Okara Okaaira. 

Ray, Mr. MaaaMlka Matk. 
taayaJ, Mr. tataaka takkar. 
taa, Mr. Atal Okaaira. 
tkakaiati. Hr. 
tkaaMaiiia AkaMi, Hr. H. 

WaNar Rakaiaa, Maalvi. 

Zaaiaa, Mr. A. M. A. 

r 
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AM«I Alb, Maatama M. 

AMai Mali, Mr. Mina. 

AMbI Mail. Mr. Mb. 

AMal MaJUai. MaatvL 

AMat MaMai Vtakraail^ari, Maalvl Mi. 

AMal NaaiM, Mr. A. M. 

AMal MaJM. Mr. lyM. 

«MMal Wakak Khaa, Mr. 

ANar iafeaua, Khaa Kahaiar A. f. M. 

AMar KasbaM, Maahr I Mi. 

Ahtfar Kail, Khaa iahaiar Maahri I. 

Afe«al MalaM Malik. Dr. 

Ak^ar Ranak, Maahri. 

Abal Maiaia AhaMi, Mr. 

Altak All, Mr. 

Akaiaa All MrMha, Maalti. 

AltaiaMia AhaiM, Khan Bahatfar Maalai. 
AtkrafaH, Mr. M. 

AaM Nataain Khaa, Khan takakar Maahri. 
KairaMala, Mr. lyatf. 

Birkaiyra, Sir Hanry, Bari 
Biaaai, Mr. Ratik Lai. 

OblypaaSala, Mr. 4. W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Oat, Mr. Anakul Ohanira. 

FarhaS Rata Ckaarikary, Mr. M. 

Farkat Bana Kkanaai, Ba|am. 

Fallal Haa, tka Maa'kia Mr. A. K. 

FaMal Qaaiir. Kkaa BakaSar Maahri. 

FailBr Rahman, Mr. (Dacca). 

Failar Rikmaa, Mr. (MynMncln|h). 

BlaMlni, Mr. 0. 

BaaMt, Mr. f. A. 

BrlMtha. Mr. C. 

NabMallb, the Han’kit Naarflk Bahaiar K., at 
Dacca. 

NaMaar, Mr. R. R. 

MaiiaasinOhaaikart, MaalvL 
MamMaMla Abma«, Khan lakik. 

NamHtan, Mr. K. A. 

Naaaaaiiamaa, Maiivl MS. 

Naaiaa Marthas, Mrt. M.B.F. 

NataaMlIy SamaSar, Khan [akik Maahri. 
Naarklngt, Mr. R. 4. 

Maasry, Mr. DaaM. 

HayaraaS, Mr. Ragart. 

Mlrlaial, Mr. M. A. F. 

SalalBSMa AbmaS, Khan BakaSar Maahri. 


Sa tl ma ida AbaNi. Kkaa fahak MaMaL 
KaktraMla Kkaa, Kkaa BakaSar Maaivi 
Kaaam AH Mint, SabIkiaSa Kaaraa Sab lyaS. 
KaaaaSy, Mr. I. B. 

McBragar, Mr. B. B. 

Maasal, Mr. Saga! ObaaSra. 

ManiraSSia AkbaaS, Maahri ^ 

MHat, Mr. 0. W. 

MakammaS AH, Kkaa BakaSar. 

Makaia All, Mr. MS. 

Margaa. Mr. B^ O.I.E. 

Maalam All Mallah, Maahri M. 

Maiammal Nag, Maahri MS. 

MakammaS Atial, Khan BakaSar Maaivi iyaS. 
MahamnHM ItraH, Maahri 
MakammaS SMSigaa, Kkaa BakaSar Dr. lyas. 
MaHich. the Han'kla Mr. MakanSa Babary. 

MaHtek, Mr. FaHn Bakary. 

Matbarraf Hataaln,tba NM*kla Ra»ak, Kkaa Baka* 
Sar. 

RaaSy, tN Nan’kia Mabara)a iriMhanSra, at On* 
limkaiar. 

NaMraHab, NawaktaSa K. 

Nartan, Mr. H. R. 

Fattaa. Mr. W. 0. 

RMkai (ka Nan’kla Mr. Fraunna Dak. 
laSaraSSIn AkmaS, Mr. 
talrassin AhmaS, Naji. 

•akaka-Alam. Mr. lyaS. 

Salim, Mr. S. A. 

Sarkar, Baba MaSkaiaSaa. 
lata aa a , Mr. R. M. 

Saralal Itlam, Mr. 

ShabakaSSIa, Mr. Kbaraja, O.B.ff. 

SbamvaSSIa AbmaS KbaaSkar, Mr. 

Spai ar, Mr. 4. N. 

SlacMr, Mr. 4. F. 

SIfSar, Baka LHta MaaSa. 

SmMk, Mr. N. Brakaai 
Stavaa Mr. 4. W. R. 

SahraararSy, tka Naa’kia Mr. N. t. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Walkar. Mr. 4. R. 

Walkar. Mr. W. A. M. 

WbHabaaS, Mr. R. B. 

WarStarartk. Mr. W. 0. 

Vaaaf All OkaaSbary, Mr. 
lakar AkamS Okaaskary, Maaivi 


The being ^37 aud the Noen IKt, the mol ion wuh lost. 

The motion of llai Harendra Nath ( huudhuri that in clauHe 6 (.i; 
(d), line 1, after the word “goods” the following Wvmls be inserted, 
nainely-r- 

“other than Mich furnished articles of industrial manufacture us 
may be notified by the Provincial (Tovernment’’ 

was then put aud lost. 

The motion of Mr. Md. Abul Fad that in clause 5, sub-clausas (c) 
an(I (m be omitted was then put and lost. 
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The motion of Mr. R. M. Sassoon, as subsequently amended by the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy that in clause 5 (J) (c), before the word 
"administration” the words ‘^r water transport” be inserted, was 
then put and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think that disposes of all the amendments. 
There reamins only amendment No. 113. ^ 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy as amended that 
for sub-clause (3) of clause 5 the following be substituted, viz. — 

‘‘(J) In this section the expression ‘taxable turnover’ means that 
part of a dealer’s gross turnover during any period which remains after 
deducting — 

(i) his turnover during that period on — 

(a) the sale of goods declared tax-free under section 6; 

(h) sales to a registered dealer of goods specified in the 
purchasing dealer’s certificate of registration as being 
intended for resale by him, or for use by him in the 
manufacture for sale of any goods or in the execu- 
tion of any contract and on sales to a registered 
dealer of containers and other materials for packing 
of such goods; 

(c) sales to the Indian Stores Department, the Supply 

Department of the Government of India, and any 
railway or water transfmrt administration ; 

(rr) sales to any undertaking supplying electrical energy to 
the public under a licence or sanction granted or 
deemed to have been granted under the Indian 
Electricity Act, 1910, of goods for use by it in the 
generating or distribution of such energy; 

(d) sales of goods which to the satisfaction of the Commis- 

sioner are shown to have been despatched by or on 
behalf of the dealer to an address outside Bengal; 

(e) such other sales as may be prescribed, and 

(tf) one per centum of the balance remaining after making the 

deductions allowed l)y sub-clauses (a) to (c) above.” 

was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKtil: I think, Mr. Suhrawardy, before I put clause 5 
to vote, it is necessary to have some drafting amendment. You liave 
said, “under section 4,” but the operative section is not only section 4 
but also section 7A. Therefore, I am suggesting that the words "this 
Act” be substituted in place of the words “section 4 ” 
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Tut Hofl*bte Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, that it should come 
up after section 7A has been accepted by the House. Otherwise it 
would be meaninfrless. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL. Sir. let it come at that time. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: All right. 


Clause 6. 

The question that clause (J stand part of the Bill was then pul and 
igreed to. 


Clause 7. 

Rfli HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI. Sir, I beg to move that 
n clause 7 for sub-clause (6) the following sub-clause be substituted, 
lamely : — 

“(0 When— 

(a) any business in respect of which a certificate has been granted 
upon application made under sub-section (2) has been dis- 
continued, or 

(h) the gross turnover of any such business has during each of 
three consecutive years failed to exceed the taxable 
quantum. 

he Commissioner shall cancel the registration.” 

Sir, sub-clause (6) of clause 7, as reporte<l by the Selei’t (’omiiiittee, 
uus as follows : — 

(6) Where the Commissioner is satisfieil — 

(a) that any business in respect of which a certificate has been 
granted' upon application made under sub-section (2) has 
been discontinued, or 

(h) that the gross' turnover of any such business has during each 
of three consecutive years failed to exceed the taxable 
, quantum, 

e shall cancel the registration. 

Sir} the ^ub-section appears to have imposed an obligation on the 
Sommissioner, but that is a mere make-believe. It imposes no obli- 
ation on the Commissioner; rather, it leaves the discretion to him and 
be discretion is unfettered. Sir, you will see that the Commissioner 
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has to cancel a registration on ascertaining either of the two facts at 
contemplated in sub-section (6). Now, the first circumstance in whicl 
he has to cancel registration the discontinuance of the businesf 
which can only be a matter of fact and not a matter of opinion. Tht 
other consideration for cancellation of registration is that the grosj 
turnovj^r, and not the taxable turnover, does not exceed the taxable 
quantum. Sir, that is also a question of fact and not one of inte> 
pretation of the law. Therefore, I suggest that when it is found thal 
either of these facts is in favour of a dealer, the Commissioner ajiould 
at once cancel the registration and there should be no question for the 
Commissioner to be satisfied or dissatisfied. The cancellation of regis- 
tration in either of those cases ought not to be left to the discretion 
of the Commissioner, but should be effected as a matter of course. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, there is really no 
diflference in the proposal of the Select Committee and that moved by 
Rai Hareiidra Nath Chaudhuri, be(‘ause even on the amendment of 
Rai II areiidra Nath Chaudhuri the (^unmissioncr will have to ascertain 
whether tliese facts exist or they do not exist. The cancellation by the 
Commissioner is not so automatic a> made out ; he must find out 
whether certain facts exist before he <*an inform the dealer to have 
his registration cancelled. Nevertheless. 1 have no objection, if it 
satisfies Mr. Hai (Uiaudhuri. to accept the amendment. 

The amendment of llui Harendra Nath t’haudhuri was then put 
and agreed to. 

The question that clause 7, as amended, stand part of the Bill, 
was then put and agreed to. 


(la use 7A. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir. I l>eg to move that 
irub-clause of new clause 7*\ be omitted. 

Sir. I will not tire the House at this tag-end of the day by repeating 
the arguments that 1 advanced on a previous occasion on the question 
of interpretation that is likely to be put upon the expression ‘‘liable 
to paj tax.” At that time 1 had to hammer it into the head of the 

Hon’ble Minister that the liability to taxation is an independent 

matter, not contingent upon the registration, but since he tried to 
have his own way, we could not help him. And now I am not going 

to repeat the ^guments here in thia analogous clause on that matter. 

My objection is that the Hon’ble Minister’s own purpose, as setvforth 
in clause 1. will be frustrated by the amendments to sub-clause (t?) 
here, because ordinarily the taxable quantum has been fixed at 
Rs. 50,000, but an enabling clause has been introduced to give faci- 
lities for registration at the lower rate of Rs. 10,000. If it were a 
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merely enabling (‘lause* dealers would be persuaded to rush iu tor 
registration for the obvious benefits arising out of the Act. But since 
there is an additional liability (lause saddled upon him, 1 submit he 
will be scared away. If sections 7A(/) and 7A(J) are read together, 
it will have the effe(!t of bringing down the taxable (luantum from 
Rs. 50,000 to Rs. 10,000 and in that view my opinion is that sub- 
^clause {f3) should not be there, but should be deleted. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAIL: Sir, 1 beg to move that in clause 7A(^), 
line Jl, for the words “three eoin])lete sears. ’ the words “one whole 
y^^ar" be substituted. 

1 beg also to move that in clause 7A(*?t, the wonis “subject to the 
provision of sub-section {4)," in line 1, and the words “unless the 
dealer is liable to pay tax under section 4.’’ in lines (S-9, be omitted. 

Sir. my amendment No. Idd is con.seqiiential to aimuidment No. 102. 
(’lause 4, as it stands, means that tmce a tax is im]»osed upon a dealer, 
he shall have to pay it for three years, even if his taxable turnover 
does not come up to the taxable (juuntum. This, I submit, will be a 
great hardship on the dealer, lie will be liable for three years more 
to pay. That ought not t(» be. S(», 1 suggest that these two amend- 
ments ot mine be accepted 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, 1 rise to support the 
amendments moved In m> friend Mr. Sasankn Sekhar Sunyal and 
Mr. A bill Fazl. 

Sir. my reasom f(jr supporting the.si- amendments are that unless 
these amendments are accepted, the taxable (juanium which has been 
fixed at Rs. 50,000 by .section 4 will be reduced to Us. 10,000 a« has 
been suggested by my iriend Mr. Sanyal. Not only that, finder 
sub-section (/i) of section 5, a registered dealer will be exempted from 
paying tax upon sales to another registered dealer. Naturally, a big 
dealer will ask his customers to be registered, so that he may not have 
to pay the tax himself, and may pass on the tax to the small dealers. 
Now that being the position, Sir, if the small dealer registers himself 
under section 7A, then he at ome becomes liable under this section to 
pay tax. Not only that. He will be liable to pay tax for three conse- 
cutive years. So, small dealers will be scared away. One dealer may 
purchase things from a big dealer at a high rate, but he will certainly 
be unwilling to pay the tax himself direct Government. So, Sir, 
I am afraid that if this section 7A remains as it is and the amendments 
ar« not accepted, there will be no one to be registered. No small 
dealbr wil\ be registered. The effect will be that big dealers will have 
to pay the tax at the first |ialc. Besides that, even if the small dealer 
gets himself registered under section 7A and is made liable to pay 
tax, why is it that he will be ma<le liable to pay the tax for three 
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consecutive years even if his sales fall below Rs. 10,000? That will 
be a seriouH matter so far as the small dealers are concerned. Sir, we 
have already observed — and it js true — that a trader will not be able 
to pass on the tax in many cases to the (onsumer. The trader will 
bhve to pay the tax and, at the same time, will not be able to increase 
the price in order to pass on the tax to the consumer. There will be 
competition as it is now. A big dealer may have wholesale businesa. 
as well as retail sale business and as a retail seller may sell certain 
articles at a cheaper price. But a small dealer, if he is registered, 
will have to sell the same articles at a higher price. The big dealer 
may not lose even if he sells such articles at a cheaper price, because 
the tax will not be the only measurement of the price of the article 
to be sold to the consumer. We often find that in big shops things 
are sold a price less than the price at which a small dealer sells, 
and in order to retain his business the small dealer will not be able 
to pass on this tax to the consumer in many cases, if not in all. 

So, on these two grounds, Sir, the first being that it will discourage 
small dealers to be registered and, secondly, that it will affect the 
small dealers and it will hit them very hard, I expec t that the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister will consider the position and will accept the 
amendments moved by my friends. 

Th« Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 cannot but con- 
gratulate my friend Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas on his admission that 
in many cases the dealer will not be able to pass on the tax to the con- 
sumer and will have to bear it himself. This supports in\ contention 
that the agitation against the Sale.s Tax is not an agitation by the 
consumers. (Mr. Spkkndh.^ Nvni Biswas: You have not understood 
my point at all.) I know, Sir, that Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas has to 
say many things in deference to the political views of his party. Still 
1 feel that he deserves my thanks for his honesty of intellect. 

Now, Sir, I am sorry I have not been able to convince my friends . 
opposite that they have misunderstood the scope of this section 
altogether. Sir, this is a case of voluntary registration. A person 
registers himself voluntarily and accepts the liability of paying the 
tax which he is expected to collect from the consumer. He becomes a 
registered dealer. For such articles as he sells to another registered 
dealer he will not have to pay the tax, and for such articles as he sells 
to an unregistered dealer or to an ordinary consumer he will collect the 
tax from him and pay the tax. That is all. Therefore if he wants 
to accept this liability, how can he escape the libility of paying the 
on the turnover? 

There is also no force in the contention that it is inequitable that 
such a dealer will have to pay the tax for three consecutive years. 
This is merely a repetition of the liability on a dealer which is cast 
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ijncler section 4 and dealers who rejf inter theiunelven voluntarily cannot 
be placed on a different tooting from those who have to be compulsorily 
registered, because their taxable turnover hap|>ens to vary and fall 
before a certain amount. 

This being the position, I have iu> nrher alternative but to oppose 
the motion. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: What about the liability to 
pa 3 \tax for three consecutive years 

* The Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 have explained it 
alreatlv when I spoke about section 4. 

The motion of Mr. Sasunka Sekhur Sanyal that bub-(*lause ( 3 ) of 
new clause 7A he omitted was then put and a division taken with the 
following result: — 


AMil WtiMS. Maalvl. 

Ak«l Fill, Mr. Mi. 

Alimi KIM*. Mr. Iy«i. 
Atlaviiin Ali««i, Mr. 

•traia, SaN PraMhari. 
larauB, taka Ikyaaia Prasai. 
•fcawaitfc. pr. ttakiaia Okaairt. 
■Iiwaf, Mr. laraaira Natk. 
Okaaikari, Rai Mirtaira Natk. 
Oat RapU. laka Kkigaaira Natk. 
Oat Qapta, trijat Nartaira Natk. 
Datta Maiaaiiar, Mr. Niktraaia. 
laiiaial Haaaa, Kail. 

•kaaa, Mr. Atal Kritkaa. 

•lataiila Akaiai, Mr. 

Nataa All Okavikary, Mr. tyai. 
iaJalaiita Natktaiy, Mr. tyai. 


AYEt-33. 

iaaak AH Majaaiiar. MaaNi. 

Kaaia, Mr. NMiNka Natk. 

Mail, Mr. Aiwalta Raaiar. 

Maaial, Mr. Aairlta Ul. 

Maalramaiaa Itlaaiakaii, Maalaaa Mi. 
Matkul Nataia, Mr. 

Naatktr Ali» Mr. tyai. 

Raailiaiiia AktMi, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Okara Okaaira. 

Ray, Mr. Maaaiatka Ratk. 

•aayal, Mr. lataaka Itkkar. 
taa, Mr. ANI Okaairt. 

IkaktiaH, Mr. 

IkiMtaiila Akaiai, Mr. M. 

Waliar Rakaiaa, Maahri. 

Zamaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOCt 41. 


Akial Nats, Mr. Mina. 

AMal Nail, Mr. Mhu 
ANal HUlai.Maalvi. 

Akial Hakiai VIkraaiparl, Maalvl Mi. 

Akial Naaiii,Mr.A. M. 

Akial WakakRkaa, Mr. 

Akiar Rakaiaa, Kkaa Rakaiar A.P.M. 
AMar Raakaai, Maaltl Mi. 

Akiar taaf , Rkai Rakaiar Maatal t. 

Akial MatalakMalik,pr. 

Akiar Ranak, MaalvL 
Akiat kkakaai, Maalwl Mi. 
AkaJllaaaiaAkaai.Hr. 

AflakAN.Hr. 

Akai#AU Mrlika. MaMvi. 

AManiitla Akaai, Kkaa Rakaiar Maalfl. 
AifcriMl,Mr.M. * 

Aalai Naaiala Kkaa, Rkaa Rakaiar MaahrL 
Rl r k a y ta,>ir Maary.Rait 
ikiSOaaiali.Mr.i. W. 

Rlark.Hr.l.A. 


Parkai Raaa Okawikary, Mr. M. 

Parkat Raaa Kkaaaa, Ragaa. 

Pailai Nap.tkt Haa'kit Mr. A. K. 

Patlal Qaailr, Kkaa Rakaiar Maalvl, 

Railar Rakaaa, Mr. (Oaaaa.). 

Patlar Rakaaa, Mr.lHyatatlafk). 

Riaiilag, Mr. 0. 
aaaaa,Mr.g.A. 

RrfMtki, Mr. C. 

NtMkallak.tka NaaMaHaarak Rakaiar IL, 0 f DtMk, 
NatsaMla Okaaikari, MaalvL 
NaaMaMia Akaai, Rkaa lakik. 

NaaNItaa, Hr. K. A. 

Naaaaanaaaa, Maalvl Mi. 

NaaiaaMarikai, Hra. HAl. 

NalaBMRy JaaMiar, Kkaa gaklk Maalvl. 
Navklafv,Mr.R.I. 

Naairy.Mr.Ravli. 

Naytvaai, Mr.Ragaia. 

MlrtMi,Hr.M.A.P. 

SMMaiMa Akaai, Kkaa Rakaiar MaatvI. 
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KiMrvMln Kbta, Klui« laliaMr ffuivt. 

Kapn All Mint, lattbiatt Ktwtt Jak tyak. 
McArtfar Mr. «. Q. 

Maiikal, Mr. 4acal Cbaaira. 

MaalraiMa Akhand, Maalvl. 

MtiM, Mr. 0. W. 

Mamaiai All , Kbaa tahaaar. 

Margaa.Mr. C.I.f. 

Mttlaai All Mallab, Maalvl M. 

Maaaaiaial Haf, Maalvl Mi. 

Mabaaiaiaa Atial, Kbaa Aahaiar Maalvl tyad. 
Mabaaiaiaa Itrall, Maalvl. 

Mabaaiaiaa liaaiaat, Kbaa lababar Dr. tyti. 
MalUek.tha Nev'bla Mr. Makaaia Bahary. 
Malltak.Mr.PvHa Bahary. 

Maaharrafl Naiaala. tha Haa*bla Naarab, Kbaa 

Baaaar. 

MaatKiawaal Naaaa, Mr. syat. 

Baaiy, Iba Maa’bla Mabarala tlrlMbaaira, af 
Baaalaibatar. 

■MaraHah, Naarabiaaa K. 


Nartaa, Mr. N.ll. 

Pattaa, Mr.W. C. 

RaihBt.lba Haa*bta Mr. Draaaapt^Dab. 
•ateraiila Ahaiaa. Mr. 
lababa-Alaai, Mr.lyai. 
lailai.Mr.l.A. 
laaaaaa, Mr. R. M. 

8ara|Bl lHaai, Mr. , 

Sbababaiaia, Mr. Kbwaja, B.B.E. 
•banwaaia Abaiaa Kbaaikar, Mr. 
•aallar, Mr.a. M. 

•laalalr, Mr.a.r. 
llriar.BabaUtta Maata. 

Itavaa, Mr.J. W. R. 

•ahrawvray.tba Haa’bla Mr. H. 1. 
Stark. Mr. A. F. 

Walkar.Mr.J.R. 

Walhar. Mr. W.A.M. 

Wartawarth. Mr. W. C 

Zabar Ahaiaa Cbaaibary, Maalvl. 


Thf* A.vps -W and the Noes 81, the motion was lost. 

The motion ot Mr. Md. Abul Fazl that in clause 7A { 4 ), line 3, for 
the words “three complete years” the words “one whole year” be sub- 
stituted, was then put and a division taken with the following result:-- 


AYE8-29. 


Abkal Wabat, Maalvl. 

Abal Ful. Mr. Ml. 

Abaia4 Kbaa, Mr. lyat. 
Ailaiaath Abaiat, Mr. 

Baaarli, Mr. latya Friya. 

Baraia. Baba Fraaibarl. 
Cbaatbarl, Ral Naraaira Nath. 
Daa iapta, Baba Kbaiaatfa Natb, 
Oaa Bapta, irljal Narantra Natb 
Datta Maia altar, Mr. Nibaranta 
laMatal Naaaa, Kail. 

BlaaaMla Abaiat, Mr. 

Naaaa All Obaatbary, Mr. lyab. 
4alalaMla Haahaaiy,/lr. lyat. 
4taab All Majafaiar, Maalvl. 


Kaapa. Mr. NItbItba Natb. 

MaJI, Mr. Aiwalta Kaaiar. 
Mairauaaian lalaaiabail, Maalaaa Mb. 
Mapbai Haaala, Mr. 

Naaabar All, Mr. Syab. 

RaaiiiaMla Abaiab, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Chara Obaaira. 

Ray, Mr. Maaiaatba Natb. 
taayal Mr. Saaaaka lakhar. 
taa, Mr. Atal Cbaabra. 

IbababaH, Mr. 

•baaiaabbla Abaiab, Mr. M. 

Waliar Rabaiaa, Maalvl. 

Zaaiaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


Abba! Nail, Mr. MIrva. 

AMal Nafi, Mr. Mia. 

AMal Nakiai. Maalvi. 

Abbal Haklai VIkraaipart, Maalvl Mb. 

Abbal NaaNb, Mr. A. M. 

AbbM Wahab Rbaa, Mr. 

Abbar Rabana, Kbaa ababar A. f, M. 
Abbar Raabaab, Maalvl Mb. 

Abbar Raat, Kbaa Bababar Maatvl t. 

Abbar Raaaafc, MaMM*. 

Abbai Ihabaab, MaaNTMI. 

Abal Haaala Ahanb, IM. 

AbBMb All Mrtbba, Maalvl. 

AabmaH, Mr. M. 

ABlab Naaiala Kbaa, Kaaa Bababar MaatM . 
Ubaifra, Ur Naary, Bart. 

Bbippaabala, Mr.b.W. 


NOEI-72. 

Olark. Mr.l. A. 

Fraaab Raia bhawbhary, Mr. M. 

Faraat Baaa Khaaaa^ Bafaai. 

Fallal Naa, tba Naa'bla Mr. A. K. 

Filar QaaUr, Kbaa Bababar MaaM. 

FaUar Rabana, Mr. (Oaaaa|. 

Fauar Rabana, Mr. (Myanaabifbl. 
Blabbiac, Mr. D. 

Brmiba, Mr. C. 

NabMaHaa, tba Naa'bla Rawab Bababar K^ 
Paaaa, ^ 

Naiiabbla Bbaabbarl, MaMvI. 

NaaribabMa Abanb, Kbaa tabM. 
Naaaaanaana, Maalvl Mb. 

Naalaa Mar a bab, Mra. M JUt. 

NalaanHy b aa iab ba r, Kbaa labM MaMM, 
Naabry, Mr. DavM. 
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Mi f witi , Hr. Rafift. 

MifM Br. AaU 

irtifiihi AliMii, KIm* ■«to4«r ■•■M. 
KillHUBi. Ktafi takaiw Maalvl. 
fUmm Al Wna« MfeBttia Ravni ten 
MHktgfr» Mr. R. R. 

■•■M, Mr. Jtfit Ri w i ii ra . 

. mmmmrn AkiMM. Mavlwl. 

Mwtt*. ttc.R^e.i^r. 

Mmi an MKtak, Mtvfvi. M. 

■tnMMCl H«4|» kkKNvi Ml. 

M»k«»»al Altai, Kkaa Rakalar Maatvi lyal. 
MakaaiMal lirtn, Maalvi. 

HlktMMal IMMiaa, Kkaa Rakalar Or. Iftl. 
Hatikk, tka Naa*kl« Mr. Makaala Rakarf . 

Maukk, Mr. Natta Rakarf. 

Maikarraff Ntuala, tka Naa'kia Naarak, Kkaa 
Rakalar. 

Mattaiaartal Haiaa. Mr. tyal. 


Haaly. tka Mkk'Ma MtRaROa trMUMlrf. al 
RaaMakatar. ^ 

NaaaraHak, Naarkkaala K. 

Rartaa, Mr. N.R. 

Rattaa, Mr. W. R. 

Raikat, tka Naa*Ma Mr. Nraaknaa Oak. 
talaraMla AkaMi, Mr. 

•akaka-Alaai, M. lyal. 

SMiai, Mr. I. A. 

•aaaaaa, Mr. R. M. 
laralai iRaai, Mr. 

•kakakaMla, Mr. Kkwaja. O.R.I. 

•kaaiiallla Akaial Kkaalkar, Mr. 
tkaR«r. Mr.l. N. 
tiaalalr. Mr.I.r. 

•INar, Raka LHia Maala. 
takraararly, tka Haa’kia Mr. N. I. 

•tark. Mr. A. r. 

WaJkar. Mr.l. R. 

Walkar. Mr. W. A. M. 

Zakar Akaial Okaalkary, MaahH. 


Aves aiul the \oes 72, the motion wan lost. 

The motion ot Mr. M<1 Alml Fnzl that in elauMe 7A (•?) the words 
“subject to the provision of sub-section ( 4 )" in line 1, ami the words 
“unless the dealer is liable to pay tax under section 4" in lines 8-9 be 
oinitte<l, was then put and lost. 

The question that (dause 7 A stand part of the Bill was then put. and 
a division taken with the followinjj result : — - 


AYE0~72. 


Aklal Nall, Mr. Mina. 

Akial Hall, Mr. Mia. 

Aklal Nakiai. Maalvi. 

Aklal Maklai Vlkraaipart, Maalvi Ml. 

ANal Naaill, Kr. A. M. 

Akiar Rakaiaa, Kkaa Rakalar A. F. M. 
AMar Ra a kaal, Maalvi Ml. 

Akiar Raaf. Kkaa Rakalar Maalvi I. 

Aklal Malalak Malik, Dr. 

Akiar Ramk, Maalvi. 

Akiaa IkakMl, Maalvi Ml. 

Akal Haaala AkMH, Mr. 

Attak All,Mr. 

AkBMl AH MrWka, Maalvi. 

Alfaiallia AkaMi, Kkaa Rakalar Maalvi. 
Aakralall. Mr. M. 

Aatal NasaHa Kkaa, Kkaa Rakalar MaaM. 
RMnyra, Mr Maary, Rarl. 

•larfc,Mr.1.A. 

Farkal Raaa Rkawlkary, Mr. M. 

PaMMK Raaa Kkaaaai, Raaaai. 


HaRiallia Okaalkarl, Maalvi. 

Naaiilallin AkMal, Kkaa iakik. 

HaaiMlaa, Mr. K. A. 

NaMaaiiaaua, Maalvi Ml. 

Maiiaa MankH, Mn.,M.l.l. 

Nalvaially laawlar, Kkaa takik Maatvi. 
Maarklaii, Mr.R.I. 

Nvalry, Mr. DavM. « 

Nffv t)l, Mr. Rafarv. 

Nirteal, Mr. M. A. F 

lalalalila Akaial, Kkaa Rakalar Maalvi. 
Kakirallla Kkaa, Kkaa Rakalar Maalvi. 
Raaaai AH Mina, lafclkaala Kawaa lak tyU. 
Maalal, Mr.lafal Okaalra. 

MaalrilJIa Akkaal, Maalvi. 

Margaa, Mr.R.,R.I.I. 

Maalaai AH MaHak, MaaM M. 

MataaiaMi Na|, MaaM Ml. 

Makaaiattl Alaal, Kkaa Rakalar MaaM lykN 
MakaaiMl liraN, MaaM. 

Makaaiaial kHllfai* Rkaa Rakalar Or. lyU. 
MMUak, tka MaaMNa Mr. Makaala Rakaiy. 
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•aM, tfea fftii'Mt Mr. Mmm Oak. 
MraMia Akaak, Hr. 

IMa-Alaii, Mr. Iya«. 
lallM, Mr. 1. A. 

•arkar, Oaka Matfkaaaiaa. 
larajal lilaai. Mr. 

•kakakaMla, Mr. Kkwaia. 0.0.1. 
Ikallar, Mr.J.H. 


AkOal WahaO, Maaivi. 

Akal Pail. Mr. M4. 

AMaaMla AkmaO. Mr. 
iaaani, Mr. latya Priya. 
taraa. taka Praakarl. 
ilivai, Mr. SaraaOra Natk. 

Oaa tafia, trijat Naraaira Nalk. 

Datia Maiaakar, Mr. Nlkaraaka. 
laiaOal Naaaa. Kail, 
tkaaa. Mr. Atal Kritkna. 

•laiaMla Ahmaa, Mr. 

Haaaa All Okawikary. Mr. lyaO. 

Jalalaaoin Naikaay. Mr. lyaf. 

Oaaak All Majamaar, Maalal. 

Th« Ayes heinj? 72, and th** 


Maalair , Mr.a.P. 

Mraar, Oaka Ulla MaaOa. 
tafcrawarOy , m Maa’Ma Mr. N. I. 
ltarlt,Mr.A.P. 

Walkar, Mr.4. K. 

Walkar. Mr. W. A. M. 

Zakar AkaMO OkaaObary, Haahrf* 


NOES— ft. 

Kaaaa, Mr. lUakttba Nalk. 

Mali. Mr. Aiwalta Kaaiar. 
Maalraiiaaiaa Ittaaiakaai, Maalaaa Ma. 
Mafkal MtMla. Mr. 

Naaikar AH. Mr. lyaa. 

Raaiiiaaaia Akaiaa, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Okara Okaaara. 

Ray, Mr. Maamatka Hatk. 

•aayal, Mr. laaaaka lakkar. 
laa, Mr. Atal Okaaara. 

•kakaaali. Mr. 
fkaaiiaaaia Akaiaa, Mr. M. 

Waliar Rakaian, Maalvt. 

Zaaiaa, Mr. A. M. A. 

Noes 28, the motion was carried. 


Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, in view of the 
oluiDHy weather outside, I would request vou to adjourn the House 
now. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: But there is m)thiii|< inside. (Laughter.) So 
far as the discussion on the exemption question is concerned, I am not 
going to take it up now. That is why 1 am trying to expedite the.se 
minor matters, and after that I will adjourn the House. 

Clause 6. 

Tho Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, may 1 in pursuance 
of your observations made earlier this evening move that in sub-clause 
(i) of clause 5, in line 1, for the word and figure “section 4“ the 
words “this Act” he substituted? 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYALS Mr. Speaker, on this point 
I want to raise a constitutional objection, because you yourself have 
been good enough on previous occasions to administer admonition to 
either side of the House in the matter of eleventh hour amendments. 

Mr. 8PEAKERS This can he done at the third reading also. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: No, Sir. This point strpck 
you this evening; it struck us also. But we are only waiting tc see 
whether Government are piloting the Bill with open eyes. If the 
Government had taken the risk of a very sad omission, I think the 
Government need not he corre(*te<l, and we appeal to you not to come 
to the rescue of the Government. 



1941] 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


Mr. SPEAKER: It is not coniiuj;^ lu the rescue of Government. 
The Hon’ble Minister has already said that he was ^oin^^T lo move this 
amendment after section 7A has been agreed to. 

The verbal amendment of the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SuErawardy that 
in sub-clause ( 1 ) of clause 5. in line 1, for the word and figure 
section 4” the words “this Act” W substituted was then put and 
agreed to. 

The question that clau.se 5 as atneiided stand part of the Bill was 
then put and a division taken with the followinjr result: — 

AYEI--e3. 


AMrI Halt. Mr. Mina. 

AMal NakiM. Maahrl. 

AMal Makin VIkranpaii, Maaivi Ml. 

AMkI Ha«M. Mr. A. M. 

AMar Rakaiaa, Kkaa takalar A. F. M. 

ANar Ratkaai, Maalvl Ml. 

AMar Raat. Kkaa Rakalar Maaivi I. 

AMat tkakaal. Maaivi Ml. 

Akal Haaaia Akaial, Mr. 

AkMM All MrMka, Maaivi. 

Affaaama Akaial, Kkaa Rakalar Maalvl. 
Aaiiaallak, Kkaa lakU Maalvl. 

Aakraffall, Mr. M. 

Aalal Naaaala Kkaa, Kkaa Rakalar Maalvl. 
RIrfcaifra, Sir Haary, Rart 
RMppaalala, Mr. 1. W. 

Olark, Mr. I. A. 

Farkat Raaa Kkaaaai, Ragaai. 

Fallal Qaalir, Kkaa Rakalar Maaivi. 

Failar Rakaiaa, Mr. (Dacca), 
fkclar Rakaiaa, Mr. (Myaiaaa)a|k). 

Rlamag, Mr. 0. 

RrHitki, Mr. 0. 

HaMkallak, tka Haa'kla Haarak RakMar K.. af 
af Dacca. 

Haamallia Akaial, Kkaa takik. 
Naaaaaiiaaiaa, Maaivi Ml. 

Naalaa Marakal, Mrc., M. R. i. 

Malaaiatty laanlar, Kkaa takik Maalvl. 
Maarkiaft, Mr. R. 1. 

Naairy, Mr. DavM. 

MaywaM, Mr. Ragart. 

NMial. Mr. M. A. F. 


Kakirallla Kkaa, Kkaa Rakalar Maahrl. 
Maaiai, Mr. lagat Ikaaira. 

Maairvllla Akkaal, Maalvl. 

Margaa, Mr. R., O.I.I. 

Maclaai All Mallak, Maalvl M. 

Makanaial Altai, Kkaa Rakalar Maalvl tyd. 
Makaaiaial lirall, Maalvl. 

Makaaiaial tllliqac. Kkaa Rakalar Dr. lyd. 
MaHlek, Ike Haa‘klc Mr. Makaala Rckary. 
Mackarraff Hcccala, tkc Haa'ktc Haarak, Kkka 
Rakalar. 

Mactagawcal Hagac, Mr. tyd. 

Haaly, tkc Haa'klc Makara|a Irlaakaalra, al 
Oacalaikaiar. 

Racarallak, Rawaktala K. 

Hartca, Mr. H. R. 

Fallaa, Mr. W. 0. 

Ralkat, tkc Haa^Mc Mr. Fracaaaa Dak. 
•alarallla Akaid, Mr. 

•aRralMa Akaid, Ha)l. 

•akckc-Alaai, Mr. lyd. 

•allai, Hr. 1. A. 

•arkar, RaN Mdkaialaa. 

•crajal Maai, Mr. 

Ikakakallla, Mr. Kkaraia, O.R.I. 

Stark, Hr. A. F. 

•laclalr, Mr. 1. F. 

SIrlar, Raka LHta Mania. 

Sakraararly, tkc Haa'klc Mr. H. I. 

•acner, Mr. 1. H. 

Walker, Mr. 1. R. 

Walker, Mr. W. A. M. 

Zakar Akaid Maalkary, Maalvl. 


AMal Wakd, Maahrl. 

Akal Fan, Hr. Ml. 
AalaiaMa Akaid, Mr. 
Ra a er )! , Hr. Satya ^Hya. 
•anaa, RakR Fraaiharl. 
■iawai, Mr.^faraalra Halk. 


WOES— 17. 

leaak AU Ma)aailar, Maalvl. 

Kaala, Hr. HMHtRa RalR. 

Mail, Hr. Alvalla Kaaiar. 
Maairanaaiaa MaiMkall, Maalaaa Ml. 
Haikal Hacala, Hr. 

RaaMwr Afl , Mr. lyd. 


Daa Rafla, trf)at Harealra Hatk. 
OaMl Manadar, Hr. RHwraala. 
ladalRI Naiae, Rial, 
tfeaaa. Hr. Atal Wrlabaa. 
• laia lll a AkaMl, Hr. 


Ray, Hr. RRara O R aal r a. 
tasyal, Mr. laaaaka Sekkar. 


I Akam, Mr. M. 


, Hr. lyd. 


The Ayes being 63 and the Noes 27, the motion was carried. 
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The questioij that clause 7B/iitand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. ,, 

Clause 8. 

Sir HENRY BIRKMYRE: Sir, I beg to move that to clause 8 
(2) the following proviso be added, namely: — 

^‘Provided that, if any dealer establishes to the satisfaction ot the 
(Vuninissioner that his average taxable turnover does not 
exceed tet» per centum of his average gross turnover, the 
returns to be furnished by such dealer tinder this sub-section 
shall be annual return.s." 

Sir, 1 do not propose to speak long on this, because it is self- 
explanatory. As set forth in the Bill, the powers of the (Commissioner 
are rather too wide and niv amendment is designed to limit the powers 
of Government iiispectifui to the purposes of the Bill, and in this 1 have 
followed a similar tirovision in the Petrol Sales Tax Bill which has 
already been considered h> the House. 

The Hoil*ble Mr. H, 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, this amendment 
appears to be reasonal>le. It may be considered to be a harrassment 
to dealers whose taxable commodities are only a traction of their gross 
sales to submit quarterly returns instead of annual returns. T accept 
the amendment. 

Mr. SURENDRA^NATH BISWAS: Sir. will you kindly alloM mo 
to move amendment No. 139^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: No 

The motion of Sir Henr\ Birkiiuie that to clause 8 {2) the follow- 
ing proviso lie added, namely: — 

“Provided that, if any dealer establishes to the satisfaction of the 
Commissioner that his average taxable turnover does not 
exceed ten per centum of his average gross turnover, the 
return^ to W furnished by such dealer under this nub- 
section shall be annual returns.” 

was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 8 as amended stand part of the Bill waa 
then put and agreed to. 

Adjoumiiitiit 

It being 8 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 4-4o p.m. on Wedneaday, the oth 
March, 1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



Proceedmgt of the Bengal Legislative Assemblj assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935* 

The Assembly met in the Asi^embly Houne, Calcutta, on Wednesday^ 
#ie 5th March, 1941, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Uonhle Sir Muivmm.vj) Azizul IIauhE, c.i.E.,. 
Khun Bahadur) in the ('hair, S Ilnn'hle Ministers and ISH ineinherH. 


Point of Privilege. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: On a matter concerning 
the privilege of this House, Sir, may I just empiirc whether the Press 
Otticer of the Ooverninent has any jurisdiction to stoj) ])uhlication of 
the pro<cedings of this House. To he niore precise, the Leader of the 
Coiif^ress Party, Mr. Kiron Sankar Roy, while withdrawing from the 
House, made a statement. The Press Officer stopped and expunged a 
substantial portion of that statement and asked all the Press eoncemed 
not to publish it. As it is a matter of privilege, T w^ould heg of you to 
refer this matter t<» the Privileges Committee. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Plea s<‘ send a note, and I shall n*fer it to the- 
Privileges Connnittee. 


STARRED QUESTION 

(to which or&l answer was ghren) 

Loan from the Provincial revenue. 

M18.. Mr; MAQBUL H088AIN: Will the llon’hle Minister ia 
charge of the Finance Depart tnent he pleased to state — 

•(rt) whether it is a fact that a large sum of money from the Pro- 
• vincial revenue has been advanced lo a member of the 
present cabinet as a personal loan ; 

{b) when the loan was given ; 

(c> what was ^he amount; 
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(d) what are the conditions for repayment; 

(e) what are the reasons f|^ giving a loan to a private individual 

from the public revenues; and 

</) whether any instalment of the loan has been paid as yet; if 
so, when and what amount? 

r 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy): (a) No. 

(6) to if) Do not arise. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: WiU the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether his answer “No^^ to question (a) 
refers to the provincial revenue or to the largeness of the sum or to any 
money having been advanced at all out of any funds which have any- 
thing to do with the Government of Bengal? 

The Hon’blc Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY! It refers to the ques- 
tion. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, I ask the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister specifically whether he will be pleased to state whe- 
ther any sums have been advanced to any of the Ministers out of any 
iunds available with the Government? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It must be provincial revenues. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Honble 
Minister be pleased to state whether this “No” in his answer refers to 
any sum having been advanced at all? There are three points in this 
question. I am asking my supplementary questions to know whether 
his answer refers to the fact of any money having been 

Mr. 8PEAKER: If I were you, I would have asked as to whether 
any sum has been advaiH*ed from the provincial revenues? 

Mr^ NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Thank you. Will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any sum has been advanced 
to any of the Ministers? 

The Honlilt Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No sum has f>een 

'advanced from the provincial revenues. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: My question did not 
teiaie to the provincial revenues. 
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’ Mr. SPEAKER: Then what is yonr questioxxP 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: My question was 
w^hether any sum was advanced 

^ Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou cannot put it, 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Honble Minister 
be pleased to- state whether any member of the Cabinet stands in 
indebtedness to the (loverniiient of Ben^^alP 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; No. no member of the 
Cabinet does. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will (he Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether a sum of money mlvanred to a Minister 
as noted in the records of the tlovernment of Henpral has been realised 
or notP 

Mr. 8PEAKER: He has said nothing has been paid. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, it might have been 
previously advanced, but at the time when this question was put, it 
might have been realised. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That (juestion does not arise. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Out of which fund 
has the loan been advanced? 

Th% Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No loan has been 
advanced out of the provincial revenues. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: He says, not out of 

the provincial revenues. It may have been given from other funds. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That does not mean that. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: 1 am taking it for 
granted *fhat 

SPEAKER: No, you cannot take anything for granted. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether an advance of money as a loan to a 
Minister ha.*! been noted in the report of the Public Accounts Committee 
of and, if .so, h9w does that money stand now? 
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The HOffl’hto Mr. H. S. HUHRAWARDY: 1 have not got the 

report of the Public Accounts Committee of 1938-S9. 

^ 5 ’ 

Mr. 3A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: It is clear that the Hon’ble 
Minister is evading the question 

The Hofi’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I am not. ' 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: So Jong I have avoided 
mentioning personalities 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 think tlie hesl tiling tor you to do is to put a 
question with reference to the Public Accounts Committee Report, and 
then you can put supplementary questions on another date. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Let me try another question. 
Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to .state whether there is mention 
of the name of a notability in the rei-ords ot the Government which 
indicates that a sum of money has been advanced to one of the Ministers 
of the Government of Reiigal^ 

The HofPble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAR0Y: No sum of money has 
been advanced from the provincial revenues aud really the Provincial 
Government are not respoiisihle foi any sums that may have been 
advanced out of any funds other than the provincial revenues. If the 
honourable member wushes to know if there is any reference to any 
notability in any records <if the Government, obviously there is. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In view of the last answer 
of the llon’ble Minister, it is clear that the answer “No” related to 
question (o) in general. But now' since he has come down to the point, 
may I ask him as t(» who is (he notabilit.v to whom reference has been 
made and whether he is a Minister of the fVown or not?* 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That questhm does not arise. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the IloiCbie Minister 
be pleased to state W’hether any inoney us loan has been advanced to 
any Minister of the Bengal ('abinet through the Provimial Govern- 
ments 

TIi 4 Hoii*bl« Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No money as loan hat 
been advanced to any Minister of the present Cabinet through the 
Provincial Govemment. 
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Mr* 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL. Haj# any kind of advance 
other than loan been made to any Minist^er throuj^h the Provincial 
Govern men t P 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 am soiT\ » that qnesticni does not arise. When 
Minister ^oes out on tour he may take an advance. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE; Will the llon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Govern nient of Bengal during the last 
four years advanced an\ loan <o an\ ineniber of the (’abinetP 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY; No, Sir. I pointed 
out that the Government ()f Bengal have not given any loan to any 
member of the Cabinet. 


Mr. SPEAKER; A.s the Hon’ hie Nawab Bahadur is absent, 
questions standing in his name will stand over. 


UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(to which answer was laid on the table) 

Survey and settlement operation in Rans;pur Sadar. 

4S. Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(a) when the survey and settlement operation in Rangpur Badar 
was undertaken last time; 

{h) when the different stagen were taken in hand; and 

(c) whether there was any gap between the operations? If so, 
why? 

MINISTER in eharg. of th. REVENUE D^ARTMENT (th. 
H^’blo Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy: (a) and (b) A statement show- 
ing years in which survey and settlement operations were taken up 
in different* police-stations in Rangpur Sadar subdivision, is laid on 
the table. 

(c) There was no gap. 



referred to in the reply to clauses fa) and (b) of unstamd question No, 
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Adjoumment Motion. 

Mr* 8HAHEDALI: Sir, I have f^-iven notice 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUM.DAR: Sir, you promised" 

to give your decision to-day on the adjournment motion notice of 
I had given to you the other day. May I know, Sir, what has* 
bera your decision, because I have not as yet received any intimation* 
on this matter. The othei day you were kind enough to waive the 
urgency of the matter. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Immediately after the question time, you should 
have stood up before Mr. Shahedali to draw my attention. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Then, do I under- 
stand, Sir, that after Mr. Shahedali ’s mattet is taken up, you will* 
give your decision on my notice P 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: Sir, I have given notice of an adjournment 
motion and you were kind enough to give your consent to it. The 
adjournment motion is to the following effect: — 

That the business of this House do stand adjourned tr) discuss a 
recent and definite matter of urgent public importance, viz., the pm* 
hibition of public meetings by the District Magistrate of Tipi)era iir 
that district in connection with Jute Restriction and other Billn which 
have l>een passed into law. 

Regarding that, Sir, it will appear from the annexed statement 
that on the 15th f ebruary, 1941, I applied to the District Magistrate, 
Tippera, for permis-siou to hold several ineetiiigs within the said 
district to discuss among other things the parliamentary activities of 
this Assembly within the last four years, wdiereupon the said Magis> 
trate informed me by a letter which I received yesterday that no* 
meetings to deliver speeches on the Jute Restriction or other Bills 
passed into law shall be allowed. This is a clear interference with 
the privileges of a member of this House to express his opinion in* 
the matter of Legislative activities of the liCgislature allowed by law. 
Hence this motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will enquire from the Government as to what 
they'tiave got to say in this matter. You have stated the facts, but 
I do nOt know what exactly the position is. I find from a copy of the 
letter that the District Magistrate has written to say that no speeches 
on the Jute Restriction or other Bills which have already been paseed 
into law will be allowed. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMOAR: Astounding! 

. The Hon’Mo Mr. H. S. EAIHRAWARDY; Sir, 1 am not aware of 

the contents of this letter. But generally speaking the Magistrates 
have a discTetion to allow or not to allow such meetings which, they 
think, may lead to a disturbance or breach of the peace. The Magis- 
trate may have disallowed these meetings, but I do not know whpi 
he has done. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, he has not disallowed the meeting. The 
•position is, that the members of the Legislature are entitled to discuss 
matters regarding a Bill about which they have a grievance which 
they want to communicate to their electorates. For example, if 
supposing the Money-lenders Act is passed or the Bengal Tenancy 
Act is passed, anybody has the right to go and explain to his consti- 
tuency the reason as to %vhy he is dissatisfied, until, of course, the 
penal provisions would c(une in* As I find from the paper, it seems 
that Mr. Shahedali wrote to tha District Magistrate thus: — “I intend 
to hold several meetings throughout the whole district of Tippera to 
•discuss the i»arliamentary activities of the Assembly for the last four 
years and the activities of the district board of it-s last term. I have, 
therefore, to request that you will kindly accord me necessary 
permission for holding these public meetings, till the said 
^lectiona are over. The time and place of each meeting 1 intend to 
l^old will be communmated to the thana officers concerned in due 
course.” 

That is a mere general statement. There was nothing here either 
for the Magistrate or for the petitioner to warrant that there is any 
likelihcxd of a breac h of the peace. In any case tlie Magistrate writes 
that not only the date, time and names of the plac'es where the 
meetings are intended to be held have not been mentioned in the 
petition, but that the subjects to be discussed and on which speeches 
are to be made and the points to be touched on in such meetings are 
required for such permission. So far the Magistrate was within his 
rights. One may have no grievance on that score because that is a 
matter with which the District Magistrate is concerned. But the 
last point that no speeches on the Jute Restriction or other Bills whic h 
have already been passed into law will be allowed, is a matter I think, 
affec'ting the civic rights of the members of the Legislature as alio 
of the public. It will make parliamentary life impossible if an order 
is passed generally prohibiting all public speeches on Bills which 
have been passed by this Tjegislature. 

TIhi Hofl’blt Mr, H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, for the first time 
I am made aware of the contents of the letter. I cannot say that this 
letter expresses the view of the Government. It only expresses the 
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view of a particular Mai^istrate with regard to public speeches, and 
we shall certainly try to find out what was in the mind of the Magis- 
trate when he issued that letter. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In view of tlie fact that Governineiit will eiKjuire 
into the matter, I will keep the matter i)en*diug for the present. 

^ Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: May I now ask you to 

give your ruling on the adjimrninent motion of whicli 1 have given 
notice ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am airaid this motion (unnot he discussi^l lit 
this stage — I am not entering into the merits of the question at all — 
merely on the ground that a matter like this ouglit to be discussed during 
the budget discussion. If you like, you may table a motion, and I 
shall see that you may have an opportunity to raise this question ut 
that time. Whatever the issue, when the budget will come up, you 
may }uivt‘ an opportunity to criticis<»'tlie whole conduct oj Government, 
and, UN such, an\ siiecific item can ?*ome in legitimately under budged- 
discussion. In view of that fu(it. \our point can suitably be raised 
when tile budget will come up. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, with reference to 
what jiarticular point are you suggesting this course? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The whole motion. Your complaint is that the 
executive order relating \o certain observatirms reg'iirding the Jute Ife^- 
triction Day is a specific conduct of (loverninent. This, in my opinion, 
is a matter which can very well be censured by means ol a budget nit 
motion. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: As you have suggested, 
Sir, it can certuinl\ eomc in duiing the budget discussion, but when an 
occurrence of that nature which is recent and also urgent has taken 
place, I think it to be my duty to bring in an adjournment motion as 
I have done, and I should very much like to know what could be your 
decision oo the question, and I shall he quite prepared to wait until a 
later hour or date for your decision on that point. Y'ou have already 
waived the urgency of the question, and I hope you will allow that 
decision of yours to continue. 

Mr.* SPEAKER: 1 have con.sidered this matter fully, and I think 
in view of the budget discussion which will come up next week, that 
wtfuld be a proper and suitable occasion to raise this question. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, 1 have just received 
a notice showing the time allotted fpr the budget discussion. There we 
find that whereas we are entitled to a maximum of 17 days, it has 
23 
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b^eo reduced to 15 days. Therefore ihe time has already been curtailed, 
and if you adrise us to raise this question not as an adjournment motion, 
but as a motion to be discussed jluring the budget discussion, the period 
of which has already been curtailed, then we will not be able to do 
justice to the budget. If you show the same consideration which you 
have shown to Mr. Shahedali’s motion, I shall be prepared to wait for 
that. 

Mr. SPEAKERS But Mr. Shahedali’s adjournment motion is quite 
on a different footing. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: In view of the curtail- 
ment of the period fixed for the di8(m88ion of the budget, we will not 
be able to devote sufficieut time to the question that I propose to raise. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid that I cannot discuss it ut this stage. 
Please don’t ask me to do a thing which is not a correct parliamentary 
thing. The point is that what can be discussed in other ways should 
not be the subject-matter of an adjburnment motion at this stage. 
This is a matter which <'an come in for more legitimate criticism either 
during the discussion of the “General Admini.struton” budget or the 
budget of the department concerned. You (‘an raise the whole issue 
then. I hope tliat you appreciate my difficulty in admitting a motion 
of this nature. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Do 1 understand that 
you think that this notice of mine is not a subject which can come 
in in an adjournment motion 

Mr. SPEAKER: It cannot come in at this stage. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I am afraid, I have 
m>t thought over this question in the light of the advice you seem to 
give, but if you can accommodate 

Mr. SPEAKER: If there is no relevant motion of this kind, I 
can admit it as a short-notice motion. 

Mr. CHARU GHANDRA ROY: Sir, we have heard you speak- 
iug and Mr. Dutta Maauiudar speaking about an adjournment motion, 
but what is tl^ motion about we do not know. Will you kindly let 
us know' what is this motion about 

Mr. SPEAKER: Strictly you are not entitled to know it unless 
consent is given. 
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■ Mr. NIHARINDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, I agree to your 
suggestion, and I shall give short notice. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, the other day, you gave a 
ruling. We would like to know whether there is any point which is 
of a constitutional character so far as the adjournment motion is con- 
^rned. Cut motions and adjournment motions are two different things, 
OTkd I would like to know whether there is any bar so far as the 
adjournment motion is concerned and whether there is any constitu* 
tional difficulty^ from your point of view. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do nut find any such difficulty. 

Mr. M. SHAMSUODIN AHMED: Sir, just now I am enlightened 
by Mr. Suhrawardy that the District Magistrate of Tipi)era was not 
advised to do any such thing. May we know as a matter of informa- 
tion whether any circular has been issued by Government that no discus- 
sion about jute regulation policy will be allowed throughout the whole 
of Bengal? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You better table a question, otherwise I am help- 
less in the matter, 

Mr. M. SHAMSUODIN AHMED: Ail right, Sir. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, before the busi- 
ne.ss of the day is proceeded with, may I submit to you to consider 
whether it will not be possible for you to see that full 17 days are 
available for the budget discussion? 

Mr. SPEAKER: If you had put that question in my chamber, I 
would have quoted a verse as an answer. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Finanoe (Sale Tax) Bill, 1941. 

Clause 9. 

Mr./ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, I beg to move 

«Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order, 
Sir.** You will see that amendment No. 140 raises two questions. 
First, it relates to time and. secondly, it relates to penalty. Therefore, 
Sir, we would request you 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Ghose will move the two parts separateljr* 
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‘ Mr. ATUL KRI$HNA CHOSE: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
9 (lA), in line 7, after the word '‘within’' for the words “three 
calendar years’’ the following beWbstituted, namely, “twelve months,’’. 

Sir, I would like to move now the remaining portion of my amend- 
ment separately. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: 1 also beg to move that in 
clause d (74), in line 1-3, alter the word “periods” the remaining 
portion be omitted. 

1 further beg to move that clause 9 (IB) (c) be omitted. 

Sir, we have already expressed our viewpoints so far as the Sales 
Tax is concerned. Now that the Bill is being discussed clause by 
clause, we are trying our very best to minimise the burden ot the 
people who are going to be exploited. Here in <*lause 9 {I A) the 
llon’ble Minister specifically states that it a registered or unregistered 
dealer willingly or unwillingly or in whatever way may escape the 
burden ot taxation tor 1, 2, d or 4 , Nears, the Hon’ble Minister by 
virtue of this section will compel him to pay the tax with retrospective 
effect. He w’ants to realise the accumulated tax for the last three 
years. It that be the idea, 1 would like to know whether tlie Hon'ble 
Minister can find out any such provision even in the inc(une-tax 
measures, wliere a customer is compelled to pay the accumulated tax 
for the last three years which he might have e.scaped eitlier willingly 
or unw’illingly, either through his negligem'e or through the negli- 
gence of (ioverniuent officials. We have never heard of any sucli 
provision. 

Then again the Hon'ble Mini.ster says: “And the Commissioner 
may direid that the dealer shall pay by way of penalty in addition to 
the amount of tax so assessed a sum not exceeding one and a half times 
that amount.” Sir, taking all these tilings together, it comes to this 
that if a regiNtered or unregi>tered de.iler ha'^ .somehow or other failed 
to pay the tax for the last three years, then Croverument may compel 
him to pay tliree Nears’ taxation ///«.> one ami halt ot tiie amount wdiich 
is due by him. That means practically 4A times of the actual taxation 
which he ought to have paid. Will the Hou’ble the Finance Minister 
consider whether it is the duty of the merchant to pay up th^ dues of 
four and half years at a timeJ^ It amounts to this, that the moment 
B dealer is fou4d to be a registered dealer he is recognised as a jnan 
who has given some sort of handnote to the Honble Mr. Suhrawardy, 
the Finance Minister, and he will realise three years’ dues at a time. 
A handnote may be paid up even by instalments and, therefore, the 
life of the handnote may be enhanced. In that case the debtor may 
get some time, but in this section Government does not provide any 
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facility for the man, but gets all facilities for its own side to realise 
the taxation of 4^ years simultaneously from a dealer who has avoided 
to pay or who has not paid through the negligence of Government 
officials. I would like to know from the Finance Minister; is it his 
idea that he will collect 4 A years’ dues from a registered or unregistered 
dealer simply because he did not get time or the Government officials 

not get time to realise the tax annually. This is the position, Sir. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 9 (L4), 
lines 15-l(», for the wonls “one and a half times that*’ the words “an 
equal” be substituted. 

Sir, if any dealer wilfully negle«‘ts to apply for rt'gistration and if 
the ('ommissioner gets this information, then he will he liable to 
penalty. The clause says, “not exceeding one and a half times,” 
but in my amcndincnt 1 have suggested “an equal amount.” I would 
appeal to the Hon hie Minister to consider this because one and a half 
times the amount would be rather hard, rather (‘xorbitant. I think 
that an equal amount would be quite sufficient as j»enalty. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI; Sir, I would like to 
support the motion of Mr. Atul Kri.‘'lina Gliose. The scope of section 9 
is indicated in the marginal note — “Assessment of tax.” But, Sir, 
it is not so harmless a provision as it looks from the marginal mde. 
The scope of the section is the u.s.*iessment of tux — 

Firstly, where no returns or incorrect returns arc furnished : that 
is the scope of sub-section (/). 

Secondly, where a person who is liable to tax tloes not apply for 
registration : that is the scope of .sub-.se<^tion ( 2 ), 

Therefore, the scope of section 9 is not jmrely assessment of 
tax, but assessment of tax in case.s of default, in the first 
place, on the part ot tlum* jjersons who submit no returns 
or incorrect returns and, secondly, on the part of those who are 
liable to taxation but clo not get tbeniselves registered. Therefore the 
only offence that i.s <*oiitemplated in sub-section { 2 ) is the offence of 
not getting oneself registered when one knows that he is liable tf» pay 
the tax. Now, Sir, to punish that small offence, viz., the offence of 
not getting oneself registered, the Government want to have 
two powers for the assessing officer. In the first place the Govern- 
n^nt want that the time for assessment should be enlarged. The 
assessing officer should be given three years’ time to find out whether 
a person Was liable for taxation and whether he, after being liable to 
taxation, did not get himself registered. Secondly, not only Govern- 
ment want to secure that extended time for the assessing officer, but 
they also want to hav^ certain penal provisions included in the sub* 
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Mction, namely, that if a person liable to taxation has been found* 
not to get himself registered, then in that case he will be not only 
liable for such an amount of taM as the taxing authority may impose 
at his pleasure, but he will be liable also for this discretionary taxa> 
tion for more than one year or even for three years. Not only that, 
he will be further liable to pay a penalty of one and half times the . 
amount of tax for which he will thus be made liable. Just considery’ 
Sir, whether it is not a case of excessive punishment, unduly hea'<y 
punishment, for a very small offence, because the offence after all is 
that a taxable dealer did not get himself registered. That is the 
offence, and for that offence he will be liable not only to pay the 
arrears of the tax imposed, but also to pay the penalty — penalty to 
the extent of one and half times the tax summarily assessed. Is this, 
Sir, a reasonable provision and is the punishment provided for com- 
mensurate with the offence contemplated in this subfSection? 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, 1 want to say a few words 
in support of the motion moved by my friend Mr. Abul F’azl. I 
strongly object to the penalty being imi)o.sed and, if any penalty is to 
be imposed, to the amount being more than an equal amount of the 
tax. Sir, the offence for whicli this penalty is going to be imposed 
is that a dealer has failed to get himself registered. There wull be 
many cases of that sort. Take the case of a manufacturer who starts 
a manufacturing concern to-day. He goes on manufacturing articles 
without being registered. He does not know' whether he will produce 
articles worth Rs. 10,00() a year. It may happen that after the end of 
the year on calculations it is found that articles produced are worth 
more than Rs. 10,000. But the position will be that he has failed to 
apply for registration in proper time. If such a person is penalised, 
he should be penalised only to the extent of the tax which he w’ill be 
liable to pay but he should not be penali.sed to pay any additional 
penalty. Sir, we find from the Income-tax Act that the penalty for 
non-payment of tax is an equal amount. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No. one and a half times. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8. If that be so, I stand corrected, 
but I submit that the income-tax can be said to be a ju.sf tax. That 
is assessed upon the income of a person beyond a certain limit. But 
this tax is not an income-tax. It is a tax upon the sale. It is a tax 
which will be paid by the trader even if he cannot make any profit. It 
is a tax which will increase the price of goods where and when we denmnd 
a lower price for the necessaries of life. The difference between the 
characters, as I have mentionetl, being the ground for differentiating 
this sales tax from the income-tax, 1 submit that the penalty should not 
exceed the amount of the tax which will be imposed ^n him. 
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I hope that the Hon’ble Finance Minister will consider this amend- 
ment in that light, specially in view of the fact that this is a new kind 
of tax being imposed by the Provincial Government in this province. 
So, for the first few years let him proceed very slowly and cautiously 
so that the trade and industry may not be injured very much. 

\The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, wWn Kai Harendra 

Nath Chadhuri wsupported the motion. 1 was under the impression that 
he was going to support Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose, but apparently he 
si^ported the motion for the purpose of rectifying an obvious mistake 
in the motion moved ])y Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose who ncving moved the 
amendment does not know what is the nature or purport or the extent 
of his amendment. Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose wishes to know whether 
this penalty was going to apply to a registered dealer who has not sub- 
mitted a return of assessment 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: It is (7.1). 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose 
wanted to know whether this penalty was going to apply to the regis- 
tered dealers. This penalty i.s going to nppl\ to (1) an unregistered 
dealer, (2) an unregistered dealer who ought to have registereil liim- 
self, and (d) an unregistered dealer who wilfully refrains from 
regi.stering himself. Therefore, if an unregistered dealer who knows 
fully what his turnover is, who knows whether his turnover is more than 
Its, 50,()00 or is more than Rs. 10,000 if he is a manufacturer or 
importer, does not knowingly register him.self, why should not any 
penalty be imimsed upon him? After all, he i.s the person who knows 
best. Government officers or his colleague's or his rivals cannot know 
his turnover, and if he does not him.self let Government know' that he 
is registerable, surely there ouglO not to be any sympathy for a man 
of that type, and I do not think that anybody should ask that the 
penalty should be lowered, or that we should not have three years’ 
time in which to pursue the matter. As a matter of fact, I believe 
that under the Income-tax Act, you can pursue a matter for a period 
of* three years — not merely for a period of 12 months. That disposes 
of the amendpient of Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose. 

Regarding the extent of the penalty, namely, whether it should he 
one and a half times or an equal amount, I stated in the interjection 
tha4 this one and a half times corresponded with the penalty imposed 
by the Income-tax Act. Now. Sir, if this is the extent of the penalty 
under the Income-tax Act, namely, one and a half times, I will oppose 
the motion. If, on the other hand, the Income-tax Act imposes an 
equal penalty, then I shall have to accept the amendment of Mr. Atul 
Krishna Ghose 
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Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: You also are not sure! 


The Hon'ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Well, let me refer to the 
Act, Sir. 

Yes, as I said before, without the aid of a Secretary, it is one and 
a half times. This is under section 28 where it is laid down that 
will pay in addition to the amount of the income-tax and super-taxV if 
any, payable by him. a sum not exceeding one and a half times that 
amount. Therefore, I have no other alternative but to oppose the 
amendment. 

The motion of Mr. Atul Krishna Gliose that in clause 9 (lA), in 
line 7, after the word “within,"’ for the words “three calendar years,” 
the fidlowing he substituted, namel\, “twelve months,” was then put 
and a division called with the following result : — 


AYES~46. 


AMhI HikMin, Mr. 

AMmI. WM«<. Maalvl. 

AkttI rnl. Mr. Mi. 

AtlHiMiilN Aknifi, Mr. 

•aiicril, Mr. latyi priya. 

■arina, aafea Prtinliari. 

■•rim, Mr. PmpiJH. 
iiraiR, ■•!« Ikyami Prtiai. 
■•rMin, iakM uptRira Natk. 
lata, Mr. laataik Kaaiar. 
•kawRilk, or. aakiaia Okaaira. 
•liwM, AakR Lakikaii Narayaa. 
■Itwaa. Mr. taraaira Natk. 

■•M, Mr. larat Okaaira. 
Okaaikarl. Ral Naraaira Natk. 
Bri, Mr. Maamakaa. 

Oaa ■apta, iaka Kkafaaira Natk. 
Oatta Bapta, Mitt Mira. 

Dafla Maiaaiiar, Mr. Nikaraaia. 
iRiiaial Naoaa, Natl. 

■kaaa, Mr. Atal Kriakaa. 
tlaaaiila AkaMi, Mr. 

••pta, Mr. i. N. 


Hataa All Okawikary, Mr. lyai. 
iaaak Ail Maiaaiiar, Maalvi. 

Kkaa, Mr. Dakaaira tall. 

Kaaiar, Mr. Alai Okaaira. 

Kaaia, Mr. NItkitka Natk. 

Maji, Mr. Aiaralta Kaaiar. 

Majaaiiar, Mra. Hamaprava. 

Maaial, Mr. Krlikaa Praiai. 
Maairaitaaiaa lilaaiakaii, Maalaaa Mi. 
Mapkal HaMia, Mr. 

Naakar, Mr. Nan Okaaira. 

Pala, Mr. iaraia Praaaaaa. 

Praaiaaik, Mr. Tariaitkaraa. 
RaaiiiaMla Akaiai, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Okara Okaaira. 

•aayal, Mr. lauaka Sakkar. 

•aa, Mr. Atal Okaaira. 

•kakaiali, Mr. 

•kaaiaaiiia Akaiai, Mr. M. 

•iRgka, Baka Kskatra Natk. 

Tkakar, Mr. Praaiatka Raajaa. 

Waiiar Rafcaiaa, Maalvi. 
laaiaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


Akial Alla , Maalaaa Mi. 
Akial Natl, Mr. Mina. 

Akial Hail, Mr. Mia. 

Akial NakiM, Maalvi. 

Akial NaaiM, Mr. A. M. 
AkiM iakkar, HaalvL 
Akial LatM iiawaa, Mialvt. 
Akial MaHi, Mr. lyai. 

Akiar RakaMui tMiloi, llr. 
Akiar Raaakii Makimai, Mr. 
Akiar R aa kaii, Maalvi Mi. 
AkiM Mllal U MaNk, Dr. 
Akiar Ranak, Maalvi 



NOEt— M. 

Akaivi All iRayvIpvrl, Kkaa iakaiar Maalaaa. 
AkRNi AH Mirika, MaMvi * 

AltaiaiMa Akaiai, Kkaa iakaiar Maalvi. 
AariaaNak, Kkaa taMk MaatvL 
AaHr AH Mia. Maalvi Mi. 

Aaararal Aalai, Kkaa Bakaiar Mi. 

AikrafaH, Mr. M. 

Aalai Naaaala Kkaa, Kkaa Bakaiaf MiMvl . « 
BarM AH Mr. Mi. 

Brikaqpva, Sir Maary, Bart 
Biwaa, Mr. ftaalfc Lai 


•lani, Mr. I. A. 

PaMM Na% tka llaa*kla Hr. A. K. 
PiMM Raailr. KImr DMMMar Maalvi 
PaMw takRNN^ Mr. (Daaaa). 
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a wm , Hr. t. A. 
arif KIM, Hr. 8. 

8«nraf, Mr. Daakwr llRfh. 


NatMMhi 8lM«tfh«nr, MaalwL 
HaaMaMhi AliiMi, KbM tahft. 

S mrity Matiar. Klaa laMk Maalvl. 

•aai, Mr. Itagari. 

lUl. Mr. M. A. M. 

4alalaMla AIibmM. Klaa ealMMir Maalvl. 
KaMraMla Kbaa. Khaa tabaiar Maalvl. 
MaiaaMia Abaai, Or. 

Macnrv, Mr. L. T. 

Maaial, Mr. Jagat Obaaira. 

Maaira8ila Akbaai. Maalvl. 

Mariaa, Mr. 8., O.I.E. 

MatltM All Maltab, Maalvl M. 

Mabanauk Atial, Kbaa Oabaiar MaMvl litC. 
Mabaaiaiai Itrall. Maalvl. 

Mabaaiaiatf tMtfibaa, Kbaa Kabaiar Or. lyt#. 
MalHek, Ibc Naa’bla Mr. Makaaka Oabary. 
Malllek. Mr. palia Oabary. 

Matbarrat Nataala, tba Naa*bla Naaab, Kbaa 


Naaay, tba Han'Ma Mabaraja Irlaebanira, at 
Oiaulaibaxar. 


NaaaraHab, Naarabtaia K. 

Ilartaa, Mr. N. R. 

Patlaa. Mr. W. 8. 

Ralkat, tba llaa*Ma Mr. Praiaaaa Dab. 
Kay, Mr. Obaaaalay. 
laiaraMia Abarai, Mr. 
taiHNMla Abaiaa. Naji. 

•ababa-Alaai, Mr. tyab. 

•aliai. Mr. t. A. 

•arkar, Kaba Mabbaaaiaa. 
taiaaaa, Mr. R. M. 

•aralal lilaai. Mr. 

IbahabaMia, Mr. Kbwaja, 6. 8. E. 
Mark. Mr. A. P. 
tiaalalr. Mr. A F. 

•Mar, iaba LKU MaaEa. 

•aiHh. Mr. N. Rrabaat 
Itavaa, Mr. J. W. R. 

•ahra«ariy, tba Naa*bla Mr. N. I. 
tpMtar, Mr. 4. N. 

TaailiaMia Kbaa, tba Haa*bta Mr. 
Watkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

WbHabaaE, Mr. R. 8 . 

Wartfavrarth. Mr. W. 8. 

Vaaaaf MIrta. 

Zabar AbaMi ObaaEbary, Maalvl. 


The Ayes being’ 4(i and the Noes 84, the motion was lost. 

The motion of Mr, AtuI Krishna Ghose that in rlause 9 (/A), iib 
line Id, after the word “periods” the remainin^^ portion be omitted,, 
was then put and a division called b\ Mr. Sasanka Sekhnr Sanyal. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. 8an>ul, I thoujrht you wouhl not call a divi- 
sion on this, otherwise there is no meaning in putting this separately^ 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: All right, Sir, we do not preso 
it. 

The motion of Mr. AtuI Krishna (ihose that in clause 9 (/A), iib 
line Id, after the word “periods” the remaining portion be omitted 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Md, Abul Fazl that in clause 9 (/.I ), lines 15-16> 
for the words “one and a half tiine.s that” the words “an equal” b® 
substituted w’as then put and a divishm taken with the following 
result r — 


AbE|) MakMw, Mr. 
AbE«l..Wab<E, MbMvI. 

Ab^ Pito, Mr. M|. 

AUmbEEM AbM, Mr. 

BbMill, Mr. 8Myi Mys. 

RiTMl, 8lb« PrMHMMt 
RM,Mr.8«ilMbKaMr. 
RbtWMib, Mr. tib b iEi bb— f ry . 
RteMN^ 8i8« MbabMl Hareyaa. 


AYCI 42. 

lIswM, Mr. lartaEra ffalb. 

BaiE, Mr. lam EbaaErt. 
bbaaEbarl, Rai ifarvaEra Ratb. 
Dai, Mr. Maaaabaa. 

Dai Dapla, iaba KbaftaEra Ralb. 
Dalta tapla, MMi Mka. 

ifc I DA, ^ 

wnm iwwWe iwa himmmmmw* 
laMaEal NaRaa, Kaal. 

•baai^ Mr. AW KiMme. 
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mrniM n AIim«A Mr. 

Hr. 4. M. 

MaiM AN Ofetvibarjr, Mr. Syai. 

4Mab AN MmmMw, MmAvI. 

Kbaa, Mr. OabMMra UN. 

KiMar, Mr. Alai Obaabra. 

Kaaba. Mr. NItbttba Natb. 

Mbilf Mr. AiwaHa Kaaiar. 

MbfaaMlar, Mn. Ntaiabrava. 

Maabal. Mr. Aartta Lai. 
flaaial, Mr. Krlibaa Nraiab. 
Jiaalrauaaaa lilaaMbabl, Maalaaa Mi. 


Ma«bal Naaala, Mr. 

Naabar, Mr. Ha« Cbaain. 
Nala, Mr. taraia fraaaaaa. 
Nraaaaib* Mr. Tarlalabaraa. 
RaabaiilB Abaai, Mr. 
N*y. Mr. ebam tbaaira. 
•aayal. Mr. taaaaka Mtbar. 
•aa, Mr. Alai OUaira. 
•babaialJ, Mr. 
tbaiaaaiiia Abaai, Mr. M. 
Wallar Rabaaa, Maalrl. 
Zaaiaa. Mr. A.M. A. 


NOES 87. 


Abtfal Alia Maalaaa Mi. 

Abial Nall. Mr. Mina. 

AMal Nail, Mr. Mia. 

Abiai Hakia, MaalvL 
Abial Haaii Mr. A. M. 

Abiai iabbar, MaalvL 
Abial Lallf liiwaa. Maalvi. 

Abial Malii, Mr. lyai. 

Abiar Rabaaa liiiiii, Mr. 

Abiar RaMbia Mabaaai. Mr. 

Abiar Raibaai, Maairi Mi. 

AMar Malalab Malik. Dr. 

ANar Rauak. Maaivl. 

Abiai Ibabaai Maalvi Mi. 

Abal Naibla. Maalvi. 

Altai AN. Mr. 

Abaai AN laajrviparl, Kbaa iabaiar Maalaaa. 
Alfaiaiiia AbaMi. Kbaa Rabaiar MaalvL 
AaNaaltab. Kbaa tobll MaalvL 
Aarir All Mia, Maalvi Mi. 

Aavaral Ailai. Kbaa Rabaiar Mi. 

AabrMali, Mr. M. 

AMai NatMla Kbaa, Kbaa Rabaiar MaalvL 
•aral AN, Mr. Mi. 

■Irhaijrri, llr Ntary, Rart 
Rliwaa, Mr. RaAk Lai. 

RUppaaiali, Mr. 4. W. 

RIark, Mr. I. A 

Oai. Mr. Aaakal Cbaaira. 

Rarbai Ran Obawibary, Mr. M. 

RaMal Na«, IN Naa'bli Mr. a K. 

MaMM Qaailr, Kbaa Rabaiar MaalvL 
RaMar Rabaiaa, Mr. (DaaaA) 

Radar Rabaiaa, Mr. <Myaitaiiafb.) 

Mlaiilai. Mr. D. 

•aaMi, Mr. l. A 

•iNitbi, Mr. A 

Maraag. Mr. Daaibar HagA 

•Myaaaiila AbaMi Obaaibary, AlbaiJ. 

Maliaiila Obaaibart, MaalvL 
Maaiiaiila Abiaai. Kbaa tabM. 

MaiaBuHy iaaiaiar, Kbaa tabll Maalvi. 
M i y waa i , Mr. Raivn. 

Iipabaal, Mr. M. A N. 

iaWaiila Abaiai, Kbaa Rabaiar MaalvL 


Kablraiila Kbaa, Kbaa Rabaiar MaalvL 
Mabtaiila Abaiai, Or. 

Magaira, Mr. L. T. 

Maaial, Mr. 4atal ibaaira. 

Maairaiila Akbaai. MaalvL 
MabaaiaMi AIL Kbaa Rabaiar. 

Margaa, Mr. R.. O.I.E. 

Maalaai Ail Mallab. Maalvi M. 

MabaaiaMi Atiai, Kbaa Rabaiar Maalvi Syai. 
Mabanaiai liraH. MaalvL 
Mabaaiaiai SMilaat, Kbaa Rabaiar Dr. Lyai. 
Mailiek, tba Haa'bla Mr. Makaaia Rahary. 

Mallick, Mr. Palia Rabary. 

Maabarrai Hatnia, IN Haa’bla Naval. Kbaa 
Rabaiar. 

NaNy, tba Maa'Ua Mabaraja IriaaNaira, al 
Raadaibaiar. 

Naaarailab, Nawaliaia K. 

Narlaa, Mr. H. R. 

PaHaa, Mr. W. C. 

RalkaL IN Naa'Ma Mr. Praaaaaa Dal. 

Ray, Mr. Dbaaaajay. 
laiaraiiia Abaiai. Mr. 

•abraiila Abaiai. Na|L 
labala-Alaai, Mr. lyai. 
laliai. Mr. I. A 
•arkar, Rala Maihaaaiaa. 
laaaaaa, Mr. R. M. 

•arajal lalaai, Mr. 
tUhalaiila, Mr. Kbvaja. O.R.C. 

SNiwaiila Abaiai Kbaaikar, Mr. 

Itark, Mr. A P. 
liaalair. Mr. 4. F. 
tiriar, Raba LHta Maaia. 

•aiitb. Mr. N. RraNat 
•tavaa. Mr. 4. W. R. 

•abraaariy. IN Naa’Ma Mr. N. I. 
tpaNar, Mr. 4. N. 

Taaiiaaiila KNa. IN Naa’Ma Mr. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A M. 

WMIabaai. Mr. R. R. 

WaviaaartA Mr. W. 0. 

Yaatal Mina. 

Zabar Abani RNaibary, MaalvL 


The Ayes being 42 and the Noes 87, the motion was lost. 

The motion of Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose that clause 9 (IB) (c) be 
omitted was then put and lost. r 
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. The qtieetioa that clauae 9 ataud part of the Bill waa then put ai&d 
to. 


Clauite 10. 

The question that clause 10 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 11. 

The question that clause II stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 12. 

Sir HENRY BIRKMYRE: Sir. I heg to move that in clause 12 
(7) for the words ‘'the business of” in line 4, the w'ords “stocks, 
of goods of. on purchases, sales and deliveries of goods by” be substi- 
tuted. 

The object of this amendment i> to define more exactly the powers 
of inspection, and I have followed in drafting this amendment the lines 
of the Petrol Sales Tax Bill which bus been passed by this House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Are \ou moving your amendment No. 152-155?' 

Sir HENRY BIRKMYRE: If my amendment No. 147-150 is 
accepted, then the amendment No. 152-155 is consequential. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Are you moving it ? 

Sir HENRY BIRKMYRE: Ye^, Sir. I beg to move that in clause 
12 (2), in line 1, after the word “documents,” the words “relating 
to the stocks of goods of, on ])urchases, .sales and deliveries of goods by 
any dealer'* be in.Nerted. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, I beg to im>ve that in clause 
12, the sub-sections (2;, and (7), be omitted. 

Sir, when 1 come to this clau.se, I find that the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister treats the dealers not as dealers, but as if they are suspects 
and criminals. Sir, if we go thniugh the section, we find that all 
accounts, registers, documents and goods kept in any place (»f business 
of any dekler shall at all reasonable times be open to inspection by the 
Commissioner. Now, Sir, 1 do not know' what is meant by “reasonable 
time^^ 7 -it may be 1 a.m., 2 a.m. or 12 p.m. Anyway, it wil be decided 
by the*Hon’ble Finance Minister. Thus the Hon’ble Minister deals with 
the merchants as if they have all turned out to be criminals and suspects. 

Then in sub-section ( J; , we find that if the Commissioner has realton 
to suspect that any dealer is attempting to evade payment of any tan 
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uiider the Act, he may seize — I would like to emphasize the word 
“seize” — any such accounts, registers or documents of the dealer as 
may be necessary and shall grant a receipt for the same, and shall retain 
the same only for so long as may be necessary for examination thereof 
or for a prosecution. 

Then in sub-section (4), we find that for the purposes of sub-section 
(2) or sub-section {3) the Commissioner may enter and search any ^oe 
of business of any dealer 

Mrt SPEAKER: if he does not go, how will he be able to find outP 

Mft ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: From the criminal point of view’, 
one can look into all these things. At the very outset if you take a 
dealer to be a criminal, one has got to argue like that. But a merchant 
is an honourable person and it is you who are going to tax him, and he 
wdll pay the sales tax and he is going to he treated as a criminal and 
you will search liis office. 

Then again, Sir, these dealers for want of accommodation in a i>lace 
like Calcutta sometimes keep some of their goods in their houses. 
Now’, tlieir domestic sanctity wdll be ruined. After Imving made such 
provisions, the Hon'ble Minister smiles, but w’e who are concerned 
cannot overlook them. The bitter experience which we have had with 
regard to search and seizing of articles makes us fear that tlie sanctity 
of houses of many merchants will be ruined and they will be at the 
mercy of the police. So, I would like to record my strong objection to 
this sort of clause, and 1 am hoping against hope that the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister will accept my moti(»n. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURi: Sir, I beg to move that 
sub-clause (*'i) of clause 12 be omitted. 

Sir, sub-clause (o) of clause 12 proposes to authorize the Commis- 
gioner to take certain very drastic steps. Three things are proposed 
here in this clause. First of all the ('ommissioner may order the pro- 
duction of accounts — that is in sub-clause (/). Secondly, it provides 
for the inspection of account.s — that is in sub-clause (2). But some- 
thing more than pnaluction and inspection of accounts is provided for 
ill sub-clause (J). The very drastic nature of the provision will be 
quite apparent if you permit me to read the sub-clause in esteiuo. It 
runs thus — “If the Commissioner ha.s reason to su8|>ect” — mark the 
word, Sir, “suspect” — “that any dealer is attempting to evade payment 
of any tax under this Act, he may seize such accounts, registers or 
documents of the dealer as may be necessary, and shall grant a receipt 
for the same, and shall” — not only seize but also — “retain the same 
only for so long as may be necessary for examination thereof or for a 
proeecution.” » 
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. Sir, liere the power is given merely on suspicion to seize all accounts, 
registers and documents. Not only to seize them, but to retain them 
for such a length of time as may be required for the purpose of examina- 
tion by the Commissioner and even for prosecution which may be 
protracted over a long time. Sir. you will just see that such a wide 
power can easily be abused and abused to the extent of making the 
b^iness of a dealer quite iinpossihle. Such a provision does not find 
anyplace, so far as 1 know, in the Madras Act. The relevant section 
in the Madras Act provides only for the production of accounts, pow’er 
of^entry and inspection, but nothing more — not at all for seizure of 
accounts, not at all for the retention of seized accounts. Why such a 
drastic power should be necessarv in Bengal in particular, 1 cannot 
understand. I propose therefore that this drastic power should not be 
given and the sub-section should be deleted. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, in supporting Rai 
Hareudra Nath Chaudhuri, I beg to submit that such a power is not 
given to the Income-tax Officer under the Income-tax Act. (Vores of 
rupees are realized as income-tax by the (Vntrul (iovernment. 1 do not 
understand why such a drastic power —an arfutrary jjower — should be 
given to the Oommissioner for realizing the .sales lax. So, Sir, 1 opjiose 
this i»rovi.sion in the Bill and support Rai Harendra Nath (’huudhnri’s 
motion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: There is no desire what- 
soever on the j>art of (iovernment to invade the sanctity of an> home 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: But it will onl> be per- 
mitted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: It is not intended to do 
that. It is intended by sub-clauses (7) and ( 2 ) to deal with aci'ounis, 
regi.sters and documents kept in any place of business, and snb-clau.se 
{ 3 ) only applies to the case of a person who is attempting to evade the 
tax by not jiroducing bo<jks, and it is not iiitemled to he used ordinarily. 
But I think that this power ought to he there. Bai Harendra Nath 
Chaudhuri has pointeil out rightly that there is no such provision in 
the Income-tax Act. (Rai Hahkmhm N ith Cii\n»mni: Or in the 
Madras Act.\ But he should at the same time know* that income-tax 
people have made several attempts to get such a provision incor]»orated 
and they feel that without such a provision the Act is nut functioning 
satjsfactorily, (Oies of “Question, question,*’ from Congress 
Benojies.) As a matter of fact, on one occasion I am informed that an 
Inspector of Income-tax who ci)uld not by any other means ascertain 
or find out the amount due did go into a certain bou.se. It was not for 
the purpose of invading the sanctity of the house, but for the purpose 
of finding out the books, that he went there 
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Mr. SURiNDRA NATH RISWASs Such power is not given under 
the Income-tax Act. 

Iff 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Quite so, and he was 

penalized. I do not want my officers to be penalized — that is all. What 
1 am attempting to point out is that those persons who will have to 
administer this Act require this power for the purpose of proper a^i- 
nistration, and it is not meant to be abused. It is not meant to invade 
the sanctity of any home, and it has been actually found by persons who 
administer such acts and who wull have to deal with such people who 
might evade the payment of tax by keeping double or triple sets of 
books of accounts that they should be proceeded against. This is not 
meant to be applied in the case of an ordinary dealer, whose conduct does 
not raise any grave suspicions of evasion. With regard to amendments 
Nos. 147 and 152, I am prepared to accept those amendments, as I feel 
that the word “business” is rather wide and should be limited to 
“stocks, purchases, sales and deliveries of goods,” as suggested. 

The motions of Sir Henry Birkmyre — 

that in clause 12 (7) for the words “the business >1,” in line 4, the 
words “stocks of goods of, ou purchases, sales and deliveries 
of goods by” be substituted; and 
that in clause 12 (2), in line 1. after the word “documents” the 
words “relating to the stocks of goods of, on purchases, sales 
and deliveries of goods ]>y aiiv dealer” be inserted, 


were then put and agreed to. 

The motion of Mr, Atul Krishna Ghose that in clause 12, the sub- 
sections (2), (3) and (i#), be omitted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that sub-clause (5) of 
clause 12 be omitted was then put and a division taken ^ith the follow- 
ing result; — 


AM«i HakWM. Mr. 

AMttI Wins, Hum. 

ANI rtil, Hr. M. 

AbfiN KNa, Hr. Ifti. 
AilM««t(« AfenH, Hr. 

■•Mrll, Hr. tatya Friya* 

■arwa, taia FraaiNft. 
iaaa, Hr. NataN Kaiaiif. 
•iMvnik, Dr. eaMaia SHaSra. 
■lairai, DaN UNfeail Harayaa. 
Miwai, Hr. taraaSra Aatfc. 

•aaa, Hr. taraf SNaira. 
MaailHNl, til NavtaSra tati. 

Haa Aapla, iaN KkagaaSra taW. 


AYEI~42. 

Daa tayte, trtjat Naraaara Rati. 
Oatia Haiaaiaar, Hr. RUMiaaia. 
EaiSaSal Haaat, Kail, 
eaaaa. Hr. Alai KrMiaa. 
RiataNIa AiaMi, Hr. 

•apla. Hr. J. R. 

Hawa AR SNarilMry. Hr. tya4. 
Naai AM Hajaviar, HaaM. 
Kiaa, Hr. Daiaaira LaR. 

Raa«a, Hr. RMRIN Rali. 
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tavytl* Mr. taMslui ttklMr. 


••f, mr, mm efeMirt. 
R«f , Mr. ■•WMllM RfllL 


Wiltor Raliatt, MmIvI. 
ZanM, Hr. A. ■. A. 


NOEt-M. 


AM AStatHMlntM. 

AMLNM Mr- Mi*- 
AMBlllaiiln. Ma«lvl. 

AM«I Nftkl« VIkrtaf arl, ■••hrl Hi. 

AM«I NtilW. Mr. A. M. 
am Ullf tltMii. Mulvf. 

AMMtfM. Mr.tfatf. 

AMar ItaliM. Kfeu Rttaiar A. f. M. 

AMar Rakaiaa tMMIfi. Mr. 

AMar RaMiaM. Maaivi M4. 

AMal MaM MaUk. Or. 

AMar Ranak, Maalvl. 

AMai IkakaM. Maaivi M. 

Akal Maskiai. Maaivi. 

AkaiM All Mritfka. Maaivi. 

AttataMla AkaiM. Kkaa Rakaar Maalvl. 
Aailaallak, Kkaa taktk Maalvl. 

Aaiir AH Mia, Maaivi Mi. 

Aawaral Aiim, Kkaa lakaiar Mk. 

AMiraMi, Mr. M. 

Aalai Hattala Kkaa, Kkaa Rakaiar Maaivi. 
Rlrkaiyra. Hr Naary. Rarl, 

Chiptaaiali, Mr. W. 

Clark. Mr. I. A. 

Oaa, Mr. Aaakal Ckaatfra. 

Oaaa. Raka Oakaatfra Natk. 

Farkak Rua OhaaOary, Mr. M. 

Fallal Ha^, Ika Haa’kia Mr. A. K. 
railai Qaakir, Kkaa Rahaivr Maaivi. 

Failar Rakaiaa. Mr. (Oaaaa.) 

Failar Rakaiaa. Mr. (Myaiaatiafk.) 

RlaMtaf. Mr. D. 

Raaiva. Mr. I. A. 

RrtMtks, Mr. 0. 

Raraag, Mr. Oaaikar tlagk. 

RyaaaMla Akiaatf Okaatfkary, AlkaiJ. 
NaRiaMla Okaaikart. Maaivi. 

MaaiMaMHi Akaiak, Kkaa lakM. 

HalaaiaHy Jaaiaiar, Kkaa taklk Maalvl. 
NayataM. Mr. Ragan. 

Itgakaal, Mr. M. A. N. 
aaWaMla Aknai, Kkaa Raka4ar Maalvl. 
KakiraRMa Kkaa, Kkaa Rakakar Maaivi. 
Kaiaai All Mina. SaklkiaRa Ka«aa Jak tyatf. 
MaRiaMla Aknatf. Or. 


Mi«alrt, Mr. L. T. 

Maaial. Mr. Ragat Okaaira. 

MaalraMia Akkaak. Maalvl. 

MMaa, Mr. 0. W. 

Makaaiank Ail, Kkaa Rakakar. 

Margaa. Mr. R., 0.1.1. 

Maaltai AN MaNak, Maaivi M. 

Matanaial Hag, Maalvl Mk. 

Makaaiaiak Atial, Kkaa Rakakar Maalvl lyak^ 
MakaaiaHMl Iskagaa, Maalvl. 

Makaaiank liraH, Maalvl. 

Makaaiaiak llkkigaa, Kkaa Rakakar Or. Iyak« 
MaNlak. tka Naa'Ma Mr. Makaaka Rakary. 

MaHItk. Mr. Falla Rakary. 

Mavkarraff Naataia, tka Naa'Ma Mawak, Kkaav 
Rakakar. 

Maalagaarval Nagaa. Mr.Oyak. 

Raaky, tka Naa'Ma MakaraJa Irlaakaakra. at 
Caaalaikaaar. 

Naaarallak, Rawakaaka K. 

Nartaa, Mr. N. R. 

Fattaa, Mr. W. 0. 

Raikat, tka Naa'Ma Mr, Fraaaaaa Oak. 

I Ray. Mr. Okaaaaiay. 

•akarakkin Akmak, Mr. 
kaOrakkia Akaiak. NaJI. 
kakaka'Alaai, Mr. Syak. 

•allm, Mr. I. A. 

•arkar, Raka Makkaaakaa. 

taaaaaa, Mr. R. M. 

karajal lilaai, Mr. 

kkakakakkia, Mr. Kkaraja, 0. R. I. 

kkaMiakkia Akaiak Kkaakkar, Mr. 

kFaHar, Mr. k. N. 

kirkar, Raka Litta Maaka. 

kaiitk. Mr. N. Rrakaat. 

ktark. Mr. A. F. 

klavaa, Mr. k. W. R. 

kafcrawarky, tka Naa'Ma Mr. N. k. 

Taailfakkia Kkaa. tka Naa’Ma Mr. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

WfcNafcaak. Mr. R. R. 

Warkaarartk. Mr. W. 0. 

Yaaaaf Mina. 

Zakar Akaiak Okaakkary, Maaivi. 


The Ayen being 42 and the Noes 88, the motion was lost. 

The question that clause 12, as amended, stand part of the Bill, vrm 
then put and agreed to. 


Clauses 13 ami 14. 


The question that clauses 13 and 14 stand part of the Bill was then, 
put and 'agreed to. 
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* Clause IS, 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZAL: Bir, I beg to move that in clause 15, line 

for the words “fourteen days” the words “three months” be 
substituted. 

Sir, when the ownership of the business of a registered dealer is 
transferred mter vivos ^ i.c., during the lifetime of the dealer, the 
time allowed, that is, 14 days, would be sufficient; but in case where uie 
transfer is not made during the lifetinie of the dealer but it is trans- 
mitted by inheritance, some mort* time may be required before the 
owner can establish himself jiroperly and 14 days will be quite 
inadequate for the purpose of registration and taking accounts and the 
lieir must be able to understand the entire business and take over 
•charge. For these reasons 14 days would ])e quite insufficient for the 
purpose. So, my amendment is to substitute three months instead of 
14 days. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y oil say it i> not apjdicable to a successor. 

Mr 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: No. no lie has sai 1 that in 
the case of a successor 14 days would have betui jxissible, but in the 
case of a transferee more time i'. wanted. 

Sir, I want to say a tew wonN in ^u))j)()It ol Mr. Abul Fazl's 
motion. Tak(‘ the example of a leiri-'tered dealer whose trros^ turnover 
has failed t(» exceed the taxable <|iiuntum ot Rs. 50, 000 (»r R.^. 10,000, 
^8 the case may be. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The point is that it tht* tax is alreaily due, why 
should not the transferee pay the tax a> quickly as possible. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: The amendment is tor exten- 
sion of time. It is a very simple thing, and 1 want to put an example 
to the 11 on*ble Minister. Sir, in stntion 4 we have found that once a 
•dealer is registered 

Mr. SPEAKER; The Finance Minister says he may not pay the 
tax. Even this section does not require him to pay the tax. But if a 
man with eyes open gets a document registered and undergoes ail 
the fonnalities to get his business transferred, why should he not pay 
the fee for registration? 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS. My submission is this, that 
he may not lie required to be registered at all. There may he many 
such cases. Sir, under this Bill once a dealer is registered, he will be 
liable to pay tax. Then again. Sir, under sections 4 and 7A you will 
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find that his liability to pay the tax may cease after three years. 
Suppose at the end of the third year, before one mouth or two months 
of the expiry of the third year the business of a registered dealer is 
transferred to one AB. If AB finds that the business is liable to 
registration, he will certainly register himself; but if he finds on 
enquiry that his business does not require to be registered, why should 
he,^gister himself in order to be liable to pay tax for three consecutive 
years both under section 4 and under section 7AJ^ That is the reason 
why we want more time to be given to a transferee in order to enquire 
and investigate so that he may find out whether he will register himself 
or not. Had not sections 4 and 7A been there, 1 would not have 
objected; but as those sections are there, as soon as a dealer becomes 
^egi^te^ed, he is liable to pay tax and for three consecutive years. 
That is the reason why I say that there may be cases where a transferee 
may choose to be registered or not. 

I submit. Sir, that it is a question of only a few days’ time. 
Mr. Abul Fazl has asked for d months in place of 14 days. Let the 
transferee be given sufficient time to enquire fully into the details of 
the business so that he can understand his own position and may choose 
whethei he will be registered or not. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 1ft minutes.) 


{AfUr adjourtum^ni.) 

Mr. M. A8HRAFALI (Deputy Speaker): Sir, I beg to present the 
Report of the rommittee on Petitions in connection with the Sales 
Tax Bill. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, 1 rise t<> support 
the amendment moved by Mr. Abul Fazl. His amendment seeks to 
substitute “three months” for “14 days”. T don’t think that there 
could be any objection to allowing thi^ extension of time. Possibly 
the Hon’ble Finance Minister might explain wliy he is unable to accept 
this amendment. In the event of a transfer ot a businesH concern, it 
is only natural that the transferee will have t<» be busy in most cases 
reorganising such business and being involved in heavy pressure of 
work that always follows such a transfer. Therefore, to say that he 
must register within fourteen days, would be pressing upon him to 
prepare all the requisites for the purpose of registration and if there is 
anj* default he will In* faced with the natural consequences. Therefore, 
I suggest th^t this extension of time to three montSis is only reasonable. 
It is the utmost limit of time that is being granted by this Act. If a 
transferee were to find himself comparatively free to do so, he may 
register earlier. There is absolutely nothing to prevent him from 
getting himself repfistered. Here is a question of transferee’# opftioa. 

24 
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But if his hands are tied down that he must rej^ister within 14 days, 
I believe, in the present state of business, particularly business of 
aeeountinff and the difficulties of preparing the necessary returns and 
calculations in our country, it will be difficult to manage all this 
work for the purpose of registration within 14 days. Fourteen days 
seems to me to be an unreasonable short time to allow. 1 therefore 
hope that there will be no reasonable objection to accepting Mr. Abul 
Fazl’s amendment. If not, at least Mr. Atul Krishna Ohose’s amend- 
ment, which also recognises the necessity for extension of time, might 
be accepted. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That has not been moved yet. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: He is going to move 
it. Bui the H(»n’l)le Finance Miiiister is a wholehogger and, therefore, 
I hope that he will accept the amendment which suggests three months" 
time rather than the one jnoposing only a montli. I see no reason why 
the Hon’ble Finance Minister cannot show, at least on one occasion, 
his readiness to ac<*ept a most reasonable amemlnuujt moved by a co- 
religionist of his and a member representing dire<*tly the peasant 
interests. They are, after all, not the enemies of the peojjle. The 
Hon’ble Finam-e Minister ought to realise that and accept his amend- 
ment. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, 1 beg to move that in clause 
15, in line 5, for the word “fourteen” the word “thirty” be substituted. 

Sir, my esteemed friend Mr. Mazumdar has already explained the 
position. So far as the Ilon’ble Finance Minister is concerned, I 
would like to point out to him that in any case he is not going to be 
deprived of the tax which is his one and only (d)jective because in the 
clause it is definitely stated, “When the ownership of the business of 
a registered dealer is transferred, any tax payable in respect of such 
business remaining unpaid at the time <»f the transfer shall be payable 
by the transferee.” So, the Hon’ble Finance Minister is not going to 
be deprived of the tax. 1 hope that the Ilon’ble Finance Minister 
will listen to my argument. The Government are not going to be 
deprived of the tax because the transferee will pay it. Under the 
circumstances there is no apprehension whatsoever that the transferee 
will deprive him of the tax. If some more time (16, 17 or 18 days’ 
more time) is given to the transferee just to settle everything ant^ to 
make up his mind, I don’t think that it will lower the prestige <vf the 
Government of Bengal or of the Finance Department of which the 
Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy is the head. 

With these words, Sir, I commend ray amendment to the acceptance 
of the House. 
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Thf Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir. no prestige or 
policy is involved in these amendments. Nor is tliere any magic in 
the period ol 14, 40 or 90 days. No transfer is made of any business 
unless the accounts have been made up. Nobody buys any business 
unless the accounts are prepared and the person who is the transferee 
knows what he is pur<*hasing. Obviously after the accounts have been 
made ready and every thinp^ is known, a man can go and get himself 
registered the very next day as he ought to. However, I am prepared 
to wipe off the tears of Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose and accept his 
amendment. 

The motion ot Mr. Md. Abul Fazl that in clause lo, line 5, for the 
words “fourteen days" the words “three months" be substituted was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose that in clause 15, in line 
5, for the word “fourteen" the wonl “thirty" be substituted was then 
put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 15 as amended stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


(la use 16. 

Mr. D. GLADDING: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 1(), aftei 
paragraph (d), the following new' paragrajdi be inserted, namely: — 
“(e) any goods or classes of goods should be specified in the certi- 
fioate of registration of any dealer under sub-section (J) of sej lion 7.’’ 

(Mause 16 is very helpfully designed for the settlement of disputes; 
but it makes no mention of one of the most important disjmies that is 
likely to arise in the course of administration of this measure 1 
refer to a dispute between a dealer and the registering aulboritv us to 
what goods the dealer sliull be shown in his certificate as entitled to 
purchase free of tax in terms of <*lanse hiS) (h). The failure of clause 
16 to cater for this class of dispute a serious omission and can hardly 
have been intentional. My amendment will make g(K»d the omission, 
and I hope that it will be accepted. 

The Honlito Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I accept the 
amendment. • 

The motion of Mr. D. Gladding that in clause 16, after paragraph 
(d) the following new paragraph be inserted, namely — 

any goods or classes of goods should be sjiecified in the certi- 
ficate of registration of any dealer under* sub-section (3) 
of section 7.** 


was then put and agreed to. 
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Clause 18 . 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CMdSE: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
18(/), in line 1, for the word “thirty,” the word “ninety” be 
substituted. 

Sir, the position is almost the same as has been the case in the 
previous amendment. Sir, when an appeal case comes from the Judge’s 
Court to the High Court, generally speaking, ninety days’ time is 
given. Sir, the Hon’ble the Finance Minister is a Barrister of the 
Calcutta High Court, and I hope he will not lower his position when 
he is acting as an Hon’ble Minister of the Government of Bengal, but 
that he will act according to his former prestige. 

With these words, Sir. I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL; Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 18(7), lines 3-4, for the words “prescribed authority” the words 
“District Judge” be substituted. 

Sir, my object in moving this amendment is two-told. In the first 
place, I have sought to raise a question of fundamental primdple, 
namely, that the authority who will determine the fate ot a large 
number of people should not be left to be determined by the rule- 
making power of Government. We on this side of the House have 
always been on sound principles of public polie\ oj)j)o8ed to the dele- 
gation of this power to Government through the rule-making proceaa. 
And apart from the question of princi))le, Sir, we have acipiired the 
bitter experience that when Government exercise the rule-making 
pow'ers in the mutter of the determination of a penalty or the creation 
of an authority, discretion is exercised invariably in a way not only 
not consistent with the requirements of the people, but also opposed 
to the principle of public justice. Sir, on a previous occasion while 
a sister Bill was before the House, namely, the Motor Spirits Sales 
Taxation Bill, I made it clear that the new* despotism which Govern- 
ment aciiuires through the rule-making po\\er is a thing to which we do 
not like to be a party, and 1 rejieat that argument also in this 
connection. 

Then, Sir, the other point of my amendment is that here on the 
door of the House we should definitely determine the officials and 
the functionaries who will deal with these things within the purview 
of the Act. If the “prescribed authority” is left so vague and open, 

I am sure Government will not select any functionaries others than 
those who belong to the executive, and here according to the ordinary 
principles of jurivSprudenoe the executive functionary, however, 
highly placed he may be, will not he in a position to deal dis- 
passionate justice to persons who will l>e affected by the provisions of 
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this measure aud will come up with an appeal. Government is very 
much in need of the money provided for in this Act. There is a 
tendency to secure as much as possible, and any executive 
functionary, whatever rules he may make, will be unable to deal with 
the questions affecting the people which will be to the obvious detri- 
ment of the public exchequer. In that view, Sir, I have tried to 
have the prescribed authority out of the hands of the Executive 
Goyemment, and in so doing I have given a very good avenue to the 
Hon^ble Minister in charge of the Bill. You know that the District 
Judges are of a high judicious temperament, and when these new 
qilestions that have been raised by this Bill will come up for dis- 
cussion and decision, they will be certainly in a better jmsition to 
deal with them than the executive functionaries of the Government 
of Bengal. As a matter of fact, from the experience that we have 
recently gained by the revisionary powers given to the District 
Judges under the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act, although 
lawyers have been precluded from appearing before these Judges, 
these Judges have tried to go into the points of law in spite of the 
handicaps placed upon them by the non-appearance of lawyers, and 
have succeeded in doing better justice than otherwise could have l)een 
done. iSo, my modest submission is that instead of leaving the 
“prescribed authority” so vague and open, let us have this thing done 
by the District Judges. And this additional work they will be able 
to take up on account of the paucity of their work on the civil side. 

Mr. MIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR; Sir, I rise to support 
the amendment of Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal. It is es.sential that 
once a tax has been imposed, the aggrieved dealers should not be left to 
the tender mercies of the nominees of Government for justice. Sir, an 
impecunious Government which has depleted the public funds to such 
an extent as to come up with a deficit budget and this taxation pnjposal, 
should not be in a position, for the purpose of adjudicating matters 
arising out of this taxation, to nominate the persons who wdll sit on 
judgment over the grievance! of the affected dealers. Therefore, I 
think that from the standpoint of the neces.sity of ensuring absolute 
independence of the judiciary who w'ill have t«) deal with such caset, 
Government should have no objection to accepting this amendment. I 
think once you accept the principle of the advi.sability of the judiciary 
being independent of the executive, this amendment is the only logical 
corollary which should find acceptance even with the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister. The Finance Minister, who has at least the Inmour 
of#belonging or having belonged to an honourable profession and, 
thefafore, may be expected to have a judicial turn of mind if he only 
chooses to exercise that training and tradition, should be the first man 
to come forward and accept this amendment. To-day, Sir, it is very 
well known in this House that the dealers have been affected, and the 
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whole country has disapproved of this Bill. But the majority of this 
House is going to have this Bill passed into law; and now when we are 
making specific provisions in this Bill to deal with legitimate grievances 
of the affected persons, they ought at least to be assured of this little 
mercy that whenever they feel aggrieved, they will have the opportunity 
of approaching an authority for pronouncing judgments — an authority 
who might be expected to have an independent opinion and not an 
authority who will be the mere nominees of this Government. The 
governmental policy, as we have seen, is to increase the revenue by means 
of this Sales Tax, and if Government is bent upon getting more revenues 
out of this Sales Tax, it might instruct its nominees to try these cases 
in such a fashion as to apply the greatest amount of stringency in 
adjudicating the question of grievances of the affected dealers. There 
is a very great danger of an unpopular tax being administered in such 
a way that the legitimate grievances of affected persons might go 
unheeded. If on the top of that it is administered in such a way that 
even in the event of a feeling of a legitimate grievance being in 
existence, the affected person cannot feel the confidence of having an 
opportunity to approach an officer in his judicial capacity which will 
be independent of the whims and caprices of the executive, then, Sir, 
there will be no limit to aggravation of this feeling of discontent in the 
country. Therefore, Sir, I think Mr. SanyaFs amendment has been 
a most helpful thing for the Government. ITnless Government has lost 
all sense of wisdom, I think it should come forward to accept this 
amendment. Those members of this House who come from a country 
whose legal institutions held fast to the tradition. “Let justice be done 
even if the heavens falF’ and on that maxim have always stood for 
ensuring the independence of the judiciary over the executive (Rai 
Harkndra Nath CuArniirRi ; In their own home land.) in their own 
home land, as my honourable friend suggests, might, I believe, for 
once when they are crying for justice on all hands, show this justice to 
the affected dealers of India as an earnest of their good faith about the 
professions that they alw’ays make. I therefore hope that Mr. Sanval’s 
amendment will get the support of the ' European Group. (Cries of 
“Hear! hear!” from the Opposition Benches.) At least the European 
Group will not remain silent about Mr. Sanyal’s amendment. It may 
be very inconvenient, I feel, for them to pronounce any opinion on this 
most reasonable amendment which compels their support, but, Sir, they 
have imbibed certain characteristics by which their sense of justic^e and 
fair play have become so flexible that I am not sure what they are going 
to do. I somewhat feel intrigued to know their frank and honest 
attitude about this amendment. Instead of remaining silent, they 
should come forward with what they have got to say on it. I bhlieve 
that on this score the Hon’ble the Finance Minister, in justice to the 
tradition which he had in his capacity as a member of an honourable 
profession, might bring into play that sense of fair play and justice. 
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Let him show his acceptance of that great legal maxim in practice for 
the purpose of ensuring, “Let the heavens fall, but justice be done,** 
and thereby ensure the independence of the judiciary. Let those to be 
placed in the judiciary be not nominees of Government, but independent 
men. Let there be some genuine sympathy for the affected dealers. I 
therefore commend this motion to the acceptance of the House. 

^Mr. !■ Ai CLARK: On a point of information, Sir. Does the last 
speaker suggest that the prescribed authority will be a member of his 
honourable profession ? 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: My reply to my honourable 
friend is that when a member is called honourable, the others are not 
necessarily dishonourable, 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir. I want to ask the 

Hon’ble the Finance Minister whether the determination by the Com- 
missioner under clause IG amounts to an order within the meaning of 
clause 18. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Tes, it does 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: 1 would expect that when 
replying the Hon’ble the Finance Minister will please say this in clear 
terms. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, determination by 
the Commissioner under clause IG does amount to an order which is 
appealable under clause 18, 

I oppose the motion of Mr, Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal and move my 
amendment No. 173, that the following proviso be added to clause 
18(5), namely: — 

“Provided that before rejecting any application for the revision of 
any such order the ('ommissioner or the Board of Revenue, 
as the case may be, shall consider it and shall record reasons 
for such rejection,” 

Sir, 4he amendment explains itself. There was no need to wax so 
eloquent on this aspect of the question that persons who will be appointed 
by* Government will so twist the law as to provide Government with 
finasTces where those finances ought not to be provided for. Honourable 
members may take note of section 290 of the Government of India Act, 
1935, under which the Provincial Government is not the superior 
authority in revenue matters. This is a taxation and revenue matter 



GOVEENMENT BILL. 


[5th Maecb, 


172 

and has its own hierarchy, and the superior authority is the Board of 
Revenue. The Provincial Government is not the final authority in 
revenue matters. We feel, Sir,^hat there is no need for the introduc- 
tion of Civil Courts and judiciat officers, as in revenue matters we have 
our own special hierarchy. For instance, in income-tax matters, we 
have our income-tax officers. Then there are Assistant Commissioners 
and finally the matter goes to the Commissioner and from there it goes 
up to the High Court on a case stated. Here in a similar way it g^oes 
up from our officers to the Commissioner and then to the Board of 
Revenue. (Mr. Sitrendra Nath Biswas: What about the timeP) 
As regards the time, 1 do not think that thete is any need to ptit 
“ninety” in place of “thirty,” but I am prepared to wipe the tears 
of one of his eyes only. (Laughter.) If he will accept GO days only 
as a compromise, I am prepared to accept his amendment? Otherwise 
I shall oppose it. (Mr. Sarat Chandra Bosk: The Hon’ble Minister 
may well be a cinema artist!) 

Mfi ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, the Finance Minister is 
prepared to wipe out the tears of my eyes. May 1 inform him that the 
procedure followed in the High ('ourt and in the Civil Courts is that 
90 days’ time is ullow'ed for appeal? 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Sir, if the Hon’ble Minister 
a<u’epts GO days we shall be content. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA CHOSE: Yes, Sir. 1 beg to amend my 
motion on short-notice thus “that in clause 18 (/), in line 1, for the 
word ‘thirty’ the word ‘sixty’ be substituted”. 

The motion, as amended, was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal that in clause 18(7), iieea 
0-4, for the words “prescribed authority” the words “District Judge” 
be substituted w'as then put and a division taken with the following 
remit : — 


AMal MtkMW, Mr. 

AMal WtM, Havhrl. 

AMI rul, Mr. M«. 

AilMiHMit AkNiM, Mr. 

BamtHi Mr. Iilyt rrhrA> 
BAr«M« taM frtfliMrl. 

•am, Mr. lAAtAlIl KAMAr. 
•liwAA Mr. lArtAirA Rata. 
Baia. Mr. lar^ tMAera. 
BBAAMAri. Bai HaraaBrA Batlu 
Bat, Mr. MaanalMa. 


AYEI~3t. 

EmBaBaI Nabaa, Rail. 

BMH, Mr. AtAt KHthaa. 
BtataBBlA AkAMB, Mr. 

Bapta, Mr. 4. N. 

Hama All ektvBMry, Mr. ByaB. 
BAAAk AN MalaaBar, Maalvl. 
KAAMir, Mr. AIaI BkaaBra. 
KaaBa, Mr. Mikilka Baik. 

Mag. Mr. ABwaMa KaaMr. 
MaJaaiBar, Mn. Naauifriva. 
MaaBal, Mr. Aaiffla Ul. 


Baa BapMi, IrllAt MaraABra Balk. 
tAMi iAfla. MIm MMu 
BAM i ManaMkir, Mr. B lk tiaiB A . 


MaaBal, Mr. KrlakAa VraiaB. 


NaaalAi Mr* 
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Otaairt. 


ttf Hr. «a«Mtta Hatlu 
laafal. Mr. Saiaalu MlilMr. 


•aa, Mr. Atal OtaaMra. 
tlMlMiati. Mr. 

•iuiaiiaMia AbaMi, Mr. M. 
Wallar RabiNia Maatal. 

NOEt— 91. 


Abtfal Matt, Mr. Mina. 

Abtal Hati, Mr. Mia. 

Abiaf NaUai, Maahri. 

Abtal Nablai Vlbraaiparl, Maahri Mt. 

Abtal HaaiM, Mr. A. M. 

Abtabtabbar. Maalvl. 

Abtal Utn •iimt, MaaM. 

Abtal Mailt, Mr. tyat. 

Abtar Aabaiaa, Kbaa iabatar, A. F. M. 
Abtar Ranblt Mabanat, Mr. 

Abtar Ratbaat. Maahrt Ml. 

Abtar Raal, Kbaa tabatar Maalvl 1. 

Abtal Malalab MaWk. Dr. 

Abtar Raaf, Kbaa Kabatar Ibab. 

Abtar Raitak, Maalvl. 

Abal Naablai. Maahri. 

Abal Qaaaaai, Maalvl. 

Abaiat All Mritba, Maalvl. 

Allaiattia Abaiat, Kbaa tabatar Maahri. 
Aailaallab, Kbaa labib Maalvl. 

Aaararal Ailai, Kbaa tabatar Mt. 

Aabrafali, Mr.M. 

Aalal Haaaaia Kbaa, Kbaa tabatar Maalvl, 

Atbar AH, Maalvl. 

tatrattaja, Mr. tyat. 

ilrbaiyrv. ilr Haanr, tart. 

tiiaraa. Mr. Ratih Ul. 

Oblpr«atala, Mr. J. W. 
tlark, Mr.l. A. 

Dat, Mr. Aaakal tbaatra. 

•aaa, taba Oabaatra Ratb. 

Farbat Rata Obawtbarjr, Mr. M. 

FaMal Qaatlr, Kbaa tabatar Maalvl. 

Faitar Rabaiaa, Mr. (Daaca). 

Fatlar Rabaiaa, Mr. (Mfanaalagb). 
tlattiai, Mr. 0. 

•aaNt, Mr. t. A. 
trHttba, Mr. «. 

Hattattia ObMtbarl, Maahri. 

NaaMtattla Abaiat, Kbaa labM. 

MataaNrily taaiatar, Kbaa labM Maalvl. 
NaarWaia, Mr. R.4. 

Naatry, Mr. Davit. 

Nayaraat, Mr. Raftra. 
tal al atti a Abant. Kbaa tabatar Maahrt. 
taalaiattla Abaiat, Kbaa tabab Maalvl. 
KaMrattla Kbaa, Kbaa tabatar Maahrt. 


Kaaaai All Mina, babibaata Kaaraa Jab tyat. 
Matragar, Mr. 1. 1. 

Maiiattla Abaiat, Dr. 

Magalra, Mr. L. T. 

Maatal, Mr. taaka tabarl. 

Maatal. Mr.Jagat tbaatn. 

MHai, Mr. 0. W. 

Mabaaiaiat All, Kbaa tabatar. 

Margaa, Mr.t., O.l.t. 

Maiaaiani Nag, Maalvl Mt. 

MabaaiaNM Altai, Kbaa tabatar Maalvl tyat. 
Mabaaiaut liraH, Maahri. 

Mabaaiaiat Httlgaa, Kbaa tabatar Dr. tyat. 
Mabaaiaiat Jalalaiaa, Kbaa tabatar Maahrt. 
Malliak, iba Naa*blt Mr. Makaata tahary. 

Maillak. Mr. Falla tahary. 

Maabarraff NatMla, lha Naa*bla Ravab, Kbat 
tabatar. 

Maalataaaal Hagaa, Mr. lyat. 

Naaty.tba Naa'Ma Maharaja Irtaabaatra, 
at OaaNaibaur. 

Raiarallab, Rawabtata K. 

Rartaa, Mr. H.R. 

Fattaa, Mr. W. 0. 

Ralkat, Iba Naa’bla Mr. Fraiaaat Dab. 

RaJIbattla Tanttar, Maalvl. 

Ray, Mr. Obaaaajvy. 
latarattia AbaiM, Mr. 

•ababa-Alaai, Mr. tyat. 
lallai, Mr.l. A. 
larkar, taba Matbaaataa. 

•arajal INaai, Mr. 
ibababattla, Mr. Kbvraja, 0. 1. 1. 

•baaiiattia Abaiat Kbaatkar, Mr. 

•lark, Mr. A.F. 

•Irtar, taba Utta Maata. 

•ailtb, Mr.N.trabaat. 

•lavaa. Mr.J. W.R. 

•abnwarty, Iba Naa'Ma Mr. N. 1. 

•paHar, Mr.J.N. 

Taailiattia Kbaa, Iba Naa'bla Mr. 

Walkar, Mr.J.R. 

WbNabaat, Mr. R. t. 

Vaaaat Mina. 

Yaaaf All tbaatbary, Mr. 

Zabvr AbaMt tbaatbary, Maalvl. 


The Avert being 38 and the Noes 91, the motion was lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy that the follow- 
ing proviso be added to clause 18(-'i), namely: — 

“Provided that before rejecting any application for the revision of 
any such order the Comiiu.ssioner or the Board of Revenue, 
as the case may be, shall consider it and shall record reatojDit 
for such rejection,” 

WAS then put and agreed to. 
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The question that clause 18 as amended stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause 18 A. 

The question that clause 18A stand part of the Bill was put and 
agreed to. 

( 

Clause 19. 

Mfi ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: In regard to my amendment 
No. 179, there is one difficulty, Sir. There is some typographical error. 
I want to move that in clause 19(7) the paragraphs (b) and (d) be 
omitted. May 1 have your permission to move in that form? 

MTi SPEAKER: 1 shall allow you to move it if that is in accord 
with your original draft. I am asking the Secretary to look up the 
file. In the meanwhile, the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy will move his 
amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 beg to move that 
after clause 19(7)(e) the following new paragraph be inserted, 
namely ; — 

“(cc) knowingly produces incorrect accounts, registers or docu- 
ments, or knowingly furnishes incorrect infonnation or” 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, 1 beg to move that in clause 
19 (/), lines 21-22, for the words *‘one thousand” the word fifty” be 
substituted. 

I further beg to move that in clause 19(7), in line 23, for the word 
“fifty” the word “five” be substituted. 

May I also move my amendment No. 179? Even if the amendment 
is printed as if is in my draft, I would request you to allow me to move 
the amendment in the amended form 1 want. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, you may move. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, 1 beg to move that in clause 
19(7) the paragraphs (5) and (d) be omitted. 

Sir, the provision here is so very drastic that it is likely to terreh'ise 
the registered dealers. I would like the Hon’ble Finance Minister who 
is so very anxious to wipe off ray tears to consider if he can really wipe 
off the tears of merchants and dealers who out of fear are holding 
meetings in different parts of Calcutta and are praying to God to save 
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them from the terrors which are attacking them from day to day. Sir, 
section (h) runs like this: “Whoever fails to submit any return as 
required by sub-section (2) of section 8 or submits a false return.” 
Sub-section (2) of section 8 asks a dealer to submit his accounts on or 
before some specified date. But it may so happen that either due to 
illness or any mishap or for some <»tlier reason, the dealer may not be 
in a position to submit his accounts on or before the specified date fixed 
by /government. Now, accordins" to the provision made in this clause, 
for the failure of the dealer to submit his accounts in time, he may be 
summarily assessed. But the Hon’ble the Finance Minister does not 
want that. He wants to ]>enalise the dealer with a fine of Rs. 1,000, 
and not satisfied with that, he wants to impose a fine of Ks. oO per day. 

I hope the Hon’ble the Finance Minister will realise that simply due to 
the fault of a man having failed to submit his accounts on or before 
a fixed date, the Hon’ble Minister wants him to be punished with a fine 
of Rs. 1,000 and a subsequent fine of Rs. 50 per day. Sir, that goes 
beyond our imagination. 1 hope the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
will read between the lines and will come to a decision which would be 
right and proper. 

Then, Sir, when we come to sub-clause (d), it reads as follows 

Mft 9PEAKER: One minute, please, Mr. (Ihose. i find that there 
was no printing or typing mistake. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: It was then a clerical 
mistake. Sir. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA GH08E: Sub-clause (tf) runs as follows: 
— “Whwver fails, when required so to do under section 11, to keep 
prescribed accounts or records of sales.” Sir, so far as sub-clause (b) 
is concerned, the contention of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister is 
intelligible, but sub-clause (d) deals with a matter which, J submit, 
should be left to the court of law to decide. 1 think it would be better 
if Government would accept some such expression as “knowingly” or 
“intentionally” 

The Hoifble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 am prepared to 
add the words “without sufficient cause” in sub-clause (h). 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, if you will refer to 
clatK 19(7), you will find that if a dealer did not furnish bis statement 
on a 'particular date, he would be assessed by the Commissioner. 
Therefore, there is a provision here in the case of a failure to submit 
the statement for assessment; and then why should he be punished 
twiceP 
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Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think you should accept the suggestion of 
Government, namely, ‘^without sufBcient cause.'' 

Rtl HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: That would he an 
improvement, no doubt. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, I accept the suggestion of 
the Hon'ble Minister. 

I therefore beg to move as a short-notice amendment that in clause 
19 (1) in paragraph {h) after the word “fails” the words “without suffi- 
cient cause” be inserted. 

Then, Sir, I come to the pnivision made in sub-clause (g), namely, 
“shall be punishable with fine not exceeding Rs. 1,000.” I think it 
was Rs. 2,0(K) in the original Bill, and perhaps the Select Committee 
nas made it Rs. 1,000. And when the offence is continued, the dealer 
will be fined with a daily fine of Rs. 50 during the period of continuance 
of the offence. I submit this is really u terror to the dealer. When a 
man has failed t(» submit his accounts, he can be summarily assessed, 
and he may have to pay the full amount with retrospective effect: he 
may be retiuired to pay one and a half times the amount by way of 
penalty; but to impose again a further penalty of Rs. 1,000 for an 
offence which amounts to nothing but an omission is really a prepos- 
terous idea. 1 appeal to the Hon'ble Minister once again to read 
what he has provided in this Bill, and I hope it will not be difficult for 
him to realise that over and above other impositions a further fine of 
Rs. 1,000 is too much. With these words, Sir, I appeal to the Hon’ble 
Minister to accept my amendment which is reasonable and just. 

The Hon*ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, all persons punished 
under sub-section (2) are not sentenced to imprisonment; the punish- 
ment provided is suitable, and it will only be imposed if a person is 
really recalcitrant. So far as that is concerned, I am prepared to 
accept the words “without sufficient cause.” 

The motion of Mr. Atul Krishna Ohose that in clause 19 (/). para- 
graphs (6) and {d) be omitted was then put and lost. 

The short-notice motion of Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose that in clause 
19 (/) in paragraph (6) after the word “fails” the words “without 
sufficient cause” be inserted, was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of the Hon'ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy that after clause 
19(i)(e), the following new paragraph be inserted, namely: — ^ 

knowingly produces incorrect accounts, registers or documents, 
or knowingly furnishes incorrect information or” 


was then put and agreed to. 
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The motions of Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose that in clause 19(7), lines 
21-22, for the words “one thousand’* the word “fifty” be substituted, 
and in line 23, for the word “fifty” the word “five” be substituted were 
then put and a division taken with the following result; — 


AYIS-S1. 


AM«f NakMM. Hr. 

AM«I WaM Haalvi. 

Akal rail, Mr. MS. 

AalaaMla Aii«a«, Mr. 

•aatrll, Mr. talya rrifa. 

•liwaa, Mr. taraMra Hatlu 
SfeaaSliari, tal Haraaira Natft. 

Oaf Sapta, Saba KbagaaSra Nath. 
Oai Napla, Irljat Naraaira Hath. 
Oatia Napta, MIm Mira. 

Dalla MaiaaSar, Mr. NlfearaaSa. 
EaiSaial Hapaa, KatL 
Nbaaa, Mr. Atal Krttbaa. 

•laaaSMa AbaiaS, Mr. 

Nana All Obaaiibarf. Mr. tpaS. 
Sbaab All MalaaiSar, Maalvl. 


Kaaiar, Mr. Atal Obaapra. 

Ma|aai<ar, Mrt. Ntaifrava. 

Maaial. Mr. Aairlta LaL 
Maalrataaaiaa MaaiabaSI, Maalaaa MS. 
Masbal Haaala, Mr. 

Naaasar All, Mr. ipai, 

NaailsaSSla AbiaaS, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Obara ObaaSra. 

Ray. Mr. Maaaiatba Nath, 
iaayal, Mr. laiaaka lakbar. 
iaa, Mr. Atal OhaaSra. 

IhabaSall, Mr. 

•baMiaSSIa AbaiaS, Mr. M. 

WaUar Rabaiaa, MaalvL 
Zaaiaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOII-t4. 


AbSal Hati, Mr. Mia. 

AMal NakHa. MaalvL 
AbSal NaailS, Mr. A. M. 

AbSM Sabbar, Maalvl. 

AbSal Mans. Mr. tyaS. 

AbSar Rabauia, Kkaa SabaSar, A. f. M. 
AbSar RaNbM MabaiaaS, Mr. 

AbSar Naibaas. Maalvl MS. 

AbSar Raaf, Kbaa RahaSar Maalvl I. 

AbSar Raaf. Kkaa RabaSar Ibab. 

AbSas labaaS, Maalvl MS. 

Abal Naibiai. MaalvL 
Abal Qaaian, MaalvL 
AbaMS AN MrMba, MaalvL 
AaNaaHab, Kbaa RabaSar Maalvl. 

ANaiaSSIa AbaMS, Kbaa RabaSar MaalvL 
AaaranS AMa^ Kbaa RabaSar MS. 

AabrafaH, Mr. M. 

AalaS Naaaala Kbaa, Kbaa SabaSar MaMvL 
Aibar AH, MaalvL 
RaSraSSala, Mr. lyaS. 

CIbpptasala. Mr. S. W. 

RIarfc, Mr. I. A. 

Pat, Mr. Aaakal RRaaSra. 

ParbaS Ran SbaarSbary. Mr. M. 

Parbat Raaa Kba a a ai, Rafaai. 

PaMal QaaSlr, Kbaa RabaSar Maalvi. 

PaMir RabaMa, Mr. (Oaaaa.| 

PaMar RabaMa Mr. (MpMaaNagb). 



MaaNRaa, Mr. K. A. 

Maaiaa Ma r a bi S , Mra. MJUf . 
MMaMSlMSaaaMar. Kbaa taMb Maalvi 
HavUaia, Mr. R.S. 

MaaSry, Mr. PavtS. 


NaywaaS, Mr. Ragan. 

SafMaSSIa AbnaS, Kbaa RabaSar Maalvl. 
SaalnaSSIa AbnaS, Kbaa labab Maalvi 
KabIraSSia Kbaa, Kbaa RahaSar Maalvi 
Kaaan All Mina, labibiasa Rawaa Sab lysS. 
MaRragar, Mr. R. R. 

MatiaSSIa AbaiaS. Pr. 

MMMra, Mr. i. T. 

Maasal, Mr. Sagt ObaaSra. 

MakanaiaS All, Kbaa RabaSar. 

Margaa, Mr. R.. R.I.I. 

MaaanaMi Hag, Maalvl MS. 

MabannaS Afsai Kbaa RabaSar Maalvf tyaS. 
Habannas Itbagaa, Maalvi 
MabannaS liraU, Maalvi 
MabannaS IMSIgat, Kbaa SabaSar Pr. iyaS. 
MabannaS lalalnaa, Kbaa RabaSar Maalvi 
MaNlak, lb« Naa'Ma Mr. MafcaaSa Rabary. 

MaNkk, Mr. PaUa Rabary. 

MaMiarrff Naaula, tba Haa*lla Naarab, Kbaa 
RabaSar. 

NaaSy, tba Naa'Ma Maharaja IrlMbaaSra, al 
OaasHabaaar. 

Na n raNa b, NaarabnSa K. 

Nartaa, Mr. H. R. 

PaHaa, Mr. W. R. 

Ralkat, tba N|p'bia Mr. Praiaaaa Pab. 

RaJ M aS SIa TaiafSar, Maalvi 
Raiaar Rabana Kbaa, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Pbaaaajap. 
laSaraSSIa AbaMS. Mr. 

•a b a b a A l an, Mr. RyaS. 

SaNai Mr. i. A. 
laralal Man, Mr. 

MMMaba SSia, Mr. Kbaraja, R. R. I. 

Uarb, Mr. A. P. 

•palalr,Mr.S.P. 
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$Mar Utia Mvaia. 

SmHIi, mr. H. 

Mma. Mr. 4, W. R. 

•ftarawartfy, tiM HM'Mt Mr. M. I. 
•paOtrp Mr. 4. H. 


Taalaaitftf KUm.IIm Nm’IM Mr. 
Wallwr, Mr. 4. R. 

WklltiMU, Mr. R. R. 

Ymaf AU Oktaaiianr, Mr. 

Zahvr AhMai RhMiliwy, Mavhrl. 


The Ayes being 31 and the Noes 84, the motions were lost. 

The (question that clause 19 as amended stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause 20 » 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Ghose, it is not necessary for you to move 
your amendment as it is a negative amendment. You can speak against 
the whole clause. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GHOSE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in clause 20 
you will find things which are really surprising. The clause runs 
thus: — “Subject to such conditions as may be prescribed the Commis- 
sioner may accept from any person charged with an offence under 
sub-section {1) of section 19 or under any rules made under this Act, 
by way of composition of the offence’' — 1 would like to emphasize the 
words “by way of composition of the offence” — “a sum not exceeding 
one thousand rupees or where the offence charged is under clause (a) or 
clause (h) of that sub-section, not exceeding double the amount of tax 
which would have been payable by the dealer had he complied with the 
j)rovisions of this Act, whichever is greater.” 

Sir, only a few minutes back the Hon’ble the Finance Minister was 
not yielding an inch to reduce the amount of fine under any circum- 
stances. On the contrary, he was quoting that there are Provincial 
Governments which imposed a fine to the extent of two thousand rupees 
by way of justification. When the spirit is such I for one do not 
understand what is the underlying motive of compounding cases by 
Government officials, lict the Court decide the course. Let justice be 
determined and let the man be jdaced in his proper position. We do 
not understand the hide-and-seek policy of the Government. It may 
be, Sir, that by giving some amount of bribe a man may reduce the 
amount which he would otherwise have paid into Court. It may be. 
Sir, that under the threat of officials he may be compelled to pay the 
amount which perhaps he would not have to pay if he had taken it to 
a Court. These are ciicumstances which are very complex, and we 
do not understand these complexities. Therefore, we want to i^M)rd 
our protest agaiiist these provisions. . 

Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, I want to oppose the 
provisions of clause 20. Apparently the provisions of clause 20 look 
very innoi'ent but, Sir, on a proper analysis it will be seen that danger- 
ous avenues are going to be opened up for oppression and* tyranny. 
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corruption and bribery, all together. In the first place, Sir, I would 
appeal to jou as a lawyer that it is unknown to ordinary principles of 
criminal jurisprudence that offences against the State should be allowed 
to be compounded. Sir, if a party is delinquent in the eye of law,, 
then he is a delinquent within the meaning of this Act and in that 
position if he violates the provisions of the law he must face the penalty 
of law and there is no reason why any opportunity should be giVen 
for the delinquent to come to a compromise in the matter of delinquency. 
Now, Sir, you will find that here the Commissioner is given the power 
to pft'ect a composition but correspondingly the deliiuiuent is not given 
any power to force the Commissioner to come to a tompromise on 
certain terms fulfilled by him. It is a purely one-sided e.r parte affair. 
There is no reciprocity, that is to say when the (V>mmissioner will find 
that the case is very strong for a conviction, he wull never exercise 
his discretion in the matter of composition. In what case will the 
power of composition be applied?' Only in those <uses in which the- 
result is doubtful and you know% Sir, that ordinary persons, even if 
they feel in t^eir heart of hearts that the case for the i)ro8ecution is 
weak and that in the ultimate result it is probable that they will be 
acquitted, are so terrified of litigation particularly in Oiininal Courts 
that they would far latlier come out of the trial than stay confidently 
up to the end in order to get an acquittal. What will be the conse- 
<juence of the application of this provision F In strong cases even if a 
dealer moves heaven and earth the Commissioner will not come to a 
(ompromise, i)ut in weak cases it is practically an invitation to the 
accused 1(» come to terms with the (Vunmissioner and the accused will 
in many weak cases not have the tenacity or the confidence to wait up 
to the end. He will have to come to a comj)romi8e and this will stultify 
justice, and it is a sort of legi.slative coercion brought to bear upon the 
persecuted delinquent and in that view of the matter we caiinot be a 
party to this power of composition given to the executive. 

Then, Sir, I do not like to drag this discussion into a level of dirty 
debate, but we would be doing injustice to ourselves and to the public 
opinion that we seek to represent unless we make it clear that we scent 
dangers of corruption and bribery. They are Iwund to come by virtue 
of the operation of this section. Sir, as I have promised I do not like 
to descend to the level of dirty debate in this matter. But still I want 
to illustrate it. You know’. Sir, we have a popular and responsible 
Government. The Ministry run the Government. Many inffuencee 
are brought to bear upon the Ministers and not only in this House are 
thepe persons who are persona grata in their constituencies, but there 
are various personal factors exercising subtle influence upon the 
Government funtionary. Ordinarily the accused will be proceeded 
against and the Commissioner, if left to himself as a judge, will 
proceed according to his own judicial conception, but he will never be- 
free to exercise his* judicial independence and executive integrity. 
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Invisible influences will come from the top. Probably a man w^ll come 
with a letter from a Minister or he will come with a lette^ frpm a man 
who has influence with a Minister. In this way influences will be 
brought to bear upon the Commissioner. The Commissioner will be 
approached with these influences in the hope that the delinquent will 
gtt some concession in the matter of composition fee. Probably the 
delinquent will get some concession in the matter of overt fee, but in 
order to secure that concession he will have to spend something in' the 
shape of covert fee. I do not like to hit anybody. I do not like to say 
that the framers of this provision have got any such ulterior designs 
in (heir minds, but what I want to impress upon this House is that 
however innocently this section is drafted, with whatever good purposes 
it may have been conceived, there is clearly a loophole for designing 
persons to play into the hands of corruption and bribery. This will 
not only mean bribery and corruption of private individuals who will 
be prosecuted, because nothing is too unholy for a man in danger, but 
also it will lead to the opening of flood-gates of corruption on the part 
of a person who will probably like to remain otherwise unsullied. 
Therefore, from all points of view we beg to oppose this measure very 
vehemently. If persons are guilty, let us not be respecter of persons, 
let them face the penalty. If they are not guilty they will be acquitted. 

I would also appeal to you as a lawyer to consider one other danger- 
ous aspect. People in weak cases probably will have the advantage 
of appeal and even if they are persecuted, prosecuted and convicted by 
the lower forum, there is just a chan(‘e of getting relief from the 
prescribed appellate authority, but this composition to which people 
will run in their agony and anxiety to get the matter hushed up will 
deprive a large number of people of the advantage of appellate authority 
to which otherwise they would go and probably get justice and relief. 
We on this side of the House, in view of all that I have said — ^probably 
there are other arguments also — refuse to be a party to this measure, 
and we want to record our emphatic protest against any such j)rovi8ion, 
and from the Government point of view also there will be a danger of 
the loss of revenue becaiise the money that the party would spend would 
probably ooze out and would probably dribble into non-official coffers 
and the residue which will be available for Government would be much 
less than they would have got by a straight prosecution and conviction. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir. may I be 

permitted 


SPEAKER? I am anxious to come to the exemption claiise as 
that ii very important. So, unless we finish this to-day, I fear you 
will have to sit for longer hours to-morrow. ** 
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Mr. NIHARENDU ^UTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, 1 submit that we 
shall be failing in our duty if a measure like this is hurried through 
in this faslion.^ We know that it will be forced upon the country, 
but this House is at least the only place where the views of the 
opposition can be voiced freely. I submit, the expression of our views 
should not be shelved on any consideration. Mr. Sasanka Sekhar 
Sanyal has stated all the objections to this clause. One of the effects 
of this piece of legislation will be immediately to give rise to an 
immense number of disputes. And this clause, in particular, dealing 
with frivolous charges of offence, will have the effect of giving arbitrary 
powers in the hands of tlie Oommissioner who will be a nominee of 
the Government. Sir, what guarantee is there that frivolous charges 
of offence will not be made. Businessmen, in particular, can afford 
little time and worries for running about, leaving aside their busine.ss, 
being under this sort of a frivolous charge of offence. Sir, there is 
absolutely no guarantee that a (h)mmissioner wlio may compound some 
of these offences wliere he may feel a bit of iuconvenieme to proceed 
with, will not at the same time, hy virtue of this power, feel encouraged 
frivolou.sly t<> come foiward with charges of offence against dealers, 
W’ith the assurance that Imsinessmen, due to the disadvantage of their 
position, W’ill naturally be too eager to compound such offences. Tliey 
will have to pay a sort of hlack-iuailing bounty, so to say, with a view 
to e.scape out of the ditticulty. Sir, it is well-known that businessmen 
in the countiy will be opposed to this measure upon various consiilera- 
tions. There is also no guarantee that such businessmen, as may not 
be standing in the good grace of the Government, will not be persecuted 
by other forces and influences working at the hec^k and {;all of the 
Government, This clause gives a dangerous weapon in the hands of 
the Government, and should he omitted. I believe that if this clause 
is allowed to be passed into law, it will create a situation in which we 
will find that this veritable power will render it us a sort of wea]>on 
against honest businessmen. Those who are advocating a clause like 
this are acting in a manner which will justify such people being called 
the enemies of the people. I say, the enemies of the people are precisely 
those who are providing dangerous weapons in the hands of such 
officials who will absolutely he guided by the whims of the executive. 
Therefore, this a power which should not be given to the Commissioner. 
Much has been said about the various abuses which might be practised 
if this pow^r is given. Therefore, as a safeguard against back-door 
abuses which are likely to arise, I think this clause should be altogether 
omitted* from this Bill. Just a little while ago, the House has rejected 
ai| amendment which sought to place a judicial authority — a Dletrict 
Judge — in the position of adjudicating over disputes. You have 
substituted* the nominee of the Minister or of the Government in the 
place of the judiciary, and now you are going to give further powers 
which will be absolutely unwarranted, and will create a dangerous 
25 
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situation — dangerous not only to the public l^ut dangerous from the 
point of view of honest business. It is for measures like this thait there 
has been no dearth of comiptiop in our present admini8ti*htion -end in 
its surroundings. I ask, why open up more avenues of corruption? 
It is with this view, Sir, that I support the amendment moved by 
Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal to omit this clause altogether. 

The Hon^ble Mr# H# 8# SUHRAWARDYs Mr. Speaker, Sir, this 
clause ought not to have justified such a spate of oratory regarding 
the possibilities of bribery and corruption. It is the privilege of the 
opposition to throw mud at the officers of Government. I would request 
the Opposition to leave our officers alone and to make us, the unfortu- 
nate Ministers, the target of their attack with their charge of corruption 
and political chicanery 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: On a point of personal 
explanation, Sir. I am as mu(‘h interested in tlie officers of Govern- 
ment as the Hon’hle Ministers themselves. I never attacked the officers. 

I simply said that there was a possibility of a misuse of power. 

Mr, 8PEAKERS Yes, Mr, Sufirawardy, as»far as 1 remember, he 
did not mean all that. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Very well. Sir But 
Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal has said that such a provision was against 
all rules of criminal jurisprudence. Now, Sir, such a provision is 
found in all Sales Tax Acts generally, and it is found in the Income-tax 
Act and also in the Customs Act and in all Tax Acts of this nature 
which bring revenue to Government. And this provision, I can assure 
the honourable members, will be welcomed by the merchants and traders 
whose cause hitherto the Opposition has (diampioned. Sir, they would 
much prefer not to go through the process of a prosecution which may 
be very expensive for them, and which incidentally may put money into 
the pockets of the lawyers. I think this is a very salutary clause, it 
finds a place in all such legislations, and on that ground the Opposition 
ought to withdraw their objections. 

The question that clause 20 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
a division taken with the following result: — 


AM«I Ntklii, ItattM. 

AMil IttktM YlkrtMfiifl, Mavivi Mi. 
AMtl HsmM, Mr, A. M. 
AktfviMM, MmNI. 

AkivIMn^, Mr. lyM. 


AYEt~-fO. 

I AkMr Kkai talMMir MmI?! t. 


Akal HuMn, M««ltf. 

AMI Qtawa, Mtehrl. 
AIM All MrMka. Multi. 


A.F.M. 
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AtfertfaU. Mr. t 

AM MMfM KJmm, KkM Akatfir MavNi. 
Altar A0, ibvivi. ^ 

M#rtata|iV>ilr. tyta. 

ItrfcMyra, lir Htary, tart. 
ekipiMtaala. mr.4. W. 

•lark. Mr. I. A. 

Oa*. Mr. Aaakal Okatara. 
fjrkaa Aaia Okawikary, Mr. M. 

Parkat laa# Kkaaaai. lacaai. 

Pailal Qaa4ir, Kkaa takakar Maatvi. 
PailartAakaiaB, Mr. (Oasaa.) 

Failar Aakaiaa. Mr. (Myataatiagk.) 

0aaMt, Mr. I. A. 

Qiataiac, Mr. 0. 

Ha«latala Okaakkari, Maalvi. 

HaaiMaMla Akaiai, Kkaa SakM. 

NaaiiHaa, Mr. K. A. 

Matlaa Marakal. Mrt., M.I.E. 

HataaiBity ilaaiadar, Kkaa takik Maalvi. 
Hawkiafi. Mr. R.d. 

Haadry, Mr. David. 

Haywaad, Mr. Rafara. 

Hirttal, Mr. M. A. P. 

Jalaladdia Akaiad. Kkaa Rakadar Maalvi. 
Kakiraddin Kkaa, Kkaa Rakadar Maalvi. 
Kaiaai Ali Mina, taklkaada Kawan Jak lyad. 
Maadal, Mr.dagat Ckandra. 

Mllat, Mr. C. W. 

Margaa, Mr.R..C.I.E. 

Mauaiaial Nag, Maalvi Md. 

Makaoi^ad Atial, Kkaa Rakadar Maalvi tyad. 


MataoioMd itraM. Maalvf. 

MakaoiBHM MRdlgaa. Kkaa RailMar Dr. Ryad. 
Makaiaaiai taM«aa. Ktaa Kakatar Maaiti, 
Mallitk. tta Haa*kla Mr. Makaada takary. 
Maltafc» Mr. PaHa Ratary. 

Maakarraff NtMaia, tta Naa'Mt Naarak, Kfcm 
iaaadar. 

Raady, tta Naa'Mt Mataraja Irltakaadra, af 
OoMlaikaaar. 

Haiarallak. Nawakiada K. 

Pattaa, Mr.W.Q. 

Raikat, taa Naa'kia Mr.Praiaaaa Dak. 

Ramar Rakiaaa Kaaa, Mr. 

Ray. Mr. Daaaaajay. 
tadaraddia Akaiad. Mr. 
lakakt-Alam, Mr.Syad. 
lallai, Mr. I. A. 
laraial liJaai, Mr. 
taakakaddia, Mr. Kkwata, O.R.E. 
tkaaiiaddla Akaiad Kkaadkar. Mr. 

Ciaalalr, Mr.J.P. 

Ilrdar, Raka Litta Maada. 
tmitk. Mr. H. Rrakaat. 

Stark, Mr. A. P. 
ttavan, Mr.d. W. R. 

•akrawardy. tka Haa'kia Mr. H. I. 

SHlIar. Mr.d. N. 

Tamitaddln Kkaa, tka Han'kia Mr. 

Waikar. Mr. 4. R. 

Wkitakaad. Mr. R. R. 

Yaaat All Okaadkary, Mr. 

Zakar Akaiad Okaadkary, Maalvi. 


NOES 29. 


Akdal Hakaaoi, Mr. 

Akdal Wakad, Maalvi. 

Akal Pail, Mr. Md. 

Aiimaddia Akaiad, Mr. 

Raaarli, Mr. latya Priya. 

Riawat, Mr. laraadra Natk. 
Okaadkavi, Rai Haraadra Hatk. 

Daa Rapta, Raka Ktagaadra Matk. 
Datta Rapta, Miu Mira. 

Datta MaiaoKlar, Mr Hikaraada. 
Eoidadal Hagaa, KaiL 
Rkaaa, Mr. Atal Kriakaa. 

RIaaaddIa Akaiad, Mr. 

Naaaa All Okawdkary, Mr. lyad. 
daaak All Malaoidar, Maalvi. 


Kaiaar, Mr. Atal Okaadra. 

Majamdar, Mrt. Hamaprava. 

Maadal, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Maairaiiaiaaa lalaoiakadi, Maalaaa Md. 
Magkai Hataia, Mr. 

Naatkar Ali, Mr. lyad. 

Raoiliaddla Akaiad, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Okarv Okaadra. 

•aayal, Mr. laaaaka lakkar. 
taa, Mr. Atal Okaadra. 

Ikakadali, Mr. 

•taaiaaddia Akaiad, Mr. M. 

Ilagka, Data Kakatra Natk. 

WaUar Rakona, Maahrl. 


The Ayes being 80 and the Noes 29, the motion was carried. 


The questicfu that clause 21 stand part of the Bill, was then put and 
agreed toi 


• Clause 22. 

Mr. ATUt KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, I beg to move 

Mr. SPEAKER: The difficulty Ir that as the language stands/the 
Court cannot dismiss. 
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Mr. ATin. KRISHNA CHOSE: It is a departmental action. 

Mr, SPEAKER: It must ke so. Your amendment does nOt fit in 
here. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister state whether departmental action will be taken? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr, H, 8, SUHRAWARDY: Naturally, departmental 
action is always available. 

Mr, ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: In that case, Sir, I do not like to 
move my amendment. 

The ciuestion that clause 22 stand jiart of the Rill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clavse 23. 

Mr, 8ASANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, tlie amendments to 
clause 2‘{ raise very vital (luesh'ons of principle. They may he taken 
up to-morrow ns it is already going to be 8 o’clock. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let me see if 1 can dispose of the umendment.s. 
Amendnuoits 192 and 19d ore of the same category. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: But. Sir, some of, us may 

like to speak on the subject. * 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Then the y may he taken u]) to-morrow. Mr. (ihose, 
do you want to move amendments Nos. 197 and 198? 

Hr, ATUL KRI8HNA CHC8E: Ties Sir. I heg to move that in 
clause 2‘l(.‘i), line d, for the words “five hundred” the word “fifty” be 
substituted. 

I also beg to move that in clause 2d(J), in line 4, for the word 
“twenty-five” the word “five” be aulistituted. 

Sir, the reasons are best known to the Hon’ble the Finance Minister, 
and I do not know’ whether he is in a mood to accept my amendments. 
Anyway, I do. not intend to take any further time, and I hope the 
Hon’ble Minister will consider the matter and give his own opinion. 

lUs HOSTMEMr, H, 8, SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I am sorry I cannot 
accept the amendments. 
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‘ ’ The motions of Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose that in clause 23(<?)> Bne 3, 
for the* words “five hundred” the word “fifty” be substituted, and in 
line 4, for the word “twenty-five” the word “five” be substituted were 
then put and lost. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I may say at this stage that I have fixed a time- 
table for to-morrow’s meeting. I propose to fix half an hour for the 
discussion of amendments Nos. 192 and 193 and one hour for the dis- 
cussion of the exemption clause, whi<‘h is very important. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: One hour will be hardly 

sufficient for discussion of the exemption clause. I may assure you on 
behalf of the Opposition that we have no mind to delay the proceedings. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Whatever it is, don’t you think thal the discussion 
on the articles of exemption is not the final discussion? Some may talk 
on tobacco, some may talk on (juinine, and some may talk on nuitch(‘H. 
But the real discussion will be on the third reading of the Bill. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Every one has got to 

make out a case for the exemption that he j)ropo8es. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Still there is not much. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: I am (]uoting y<nirself, Sir. 

A^t the outset you told the House 

* 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am content so long as it is finished by 8-15 p.m. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: We shall try 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA GH08E: We shall sit late to-morrow, if 
necessary. 


Adjoumment 


It being 8 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Thursday, the 6th March, 
1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


Thk Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, 
the 6th March, 1941, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present; 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon ’hie Sir Muh ammad Azizul Haque, c.i.e., Khan 
Bahadur) in the Chair, 8 Hon’ble Ministers and 189 members. 


Enquiry about holiday. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, may we know whether there 
will be any sittinpf on the 14th instant'' The lunar eclipse falls on 
the nij^ht of the 18th ainl as it is a ffreat Hin<lu rile, it has always been 
the custom to observe the next da\ as a holiday. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I shall inform you later on. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Appointment, promotion and transfer made by ex-Registrar, 
Co-bperative Societies. 

MIS. Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD All: {a) Will the Hon hie 

Minister in (•hai>»'i‘ of the Co-(»|)(‘rative (’redit and Rural Indebtedness 
Pepartment be j)leased t»» state whether tlie ex-Re^istrar, Co-operative 
Societies, before reJinquishinp his office on retirement passed wholesale 
orders of appointment, promotion and traiisfer? 

(h) If so, will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to state the rea.sons 
thereof? ^ 

(c) Will the Hoii’hle Minister be pleased to lay on the taMe a state- 
ment of the orders of appt)intinent, promotion and transfer passed by 
the Registrar, Co-operative Societies, during the i»eriod of the 15th 
December to Slst December, 1940? 
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MINIOTER in charge of the C04)PERATIVE CREDIT and 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’hie Mr. 
Mlffcttmla Behary Mullick): (^r) No; there was no new appointment 
made nor was there any wholesale order of transfer. Only the pend- 
ing cases of promotion were disposed of. 

(b) Does not arise. 


*{c) A statement showing the total nuniher of promotions and trans* 
fers made is laid on the table. 


Sf/iternent referred to in the rrjdy to (c) of siarred question 

Xo, no. 

PROMOTION. 


Twenty-six Auditors of (’o-operative Societies i>romoted as Inspec- 
tors of Co-operative Societies. 

Eleven Supervisors promoted as Auditors ot ('(^-operative Societies. 
Twenty-one S\i])ervi,sor&. ])romoled as Assistant Auditors of Co- 
operative Societies, 


Th\nm I H 

Tliree Auditors and IT Inspectors of Co-operative SfU’ieties were 
transferred. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ALI: Will (he llon'lde Minister 
be pleased to state when these orders were passed!*' 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I ask for 

notice. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ALI: Will the HoiCble Minister 
be pleased to slate why the*>e o^le^^ were passed on the verge of the 
retirement of the ex-Hegistrary 

The;Hon’bl6 Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: 1 have 
already said in my answer that orders were passed by the late Regis- 
trar, disposing of only the pemling cases of promoti(»n and a few cases 
of transfer, before he left office. 

c Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ALI: Will the Hon Tile Minister 
he pleased t^ state what was the reason for passing orders of promotion 
and transfer in maav eases? 
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Th# Hon’M Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK: Sir, I have 
already explained in niy answer (a) that these cases of promotion were 
pending* and so were disposed of. As regards transfers, they were 
made in the interest of public service. 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state whether these orders were passed on the last day of 
his term of otheef* 

The Hon’bie Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I am not 

quite sure about that. I must ask for notice. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ALI: Will the Hon’bie MinLster be 
pleased to state liow long were these cases pending P 

The Hon’bte Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: It is very 
difficult for me to answer that question. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ALI: Will the lloirble Minister 
be pleased to state why is it that just before the late Itegistrar retired 
when the department was going to be pla(‘ed under the charge of his 
successor, he passed orders on those cases P 

The Hon’bie Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir. the 
only reu.Hon I can give is that the late Kt'gistrar had dealt with those 
cases because he certainly knew all the facts in relation thereto. 

Family allowances to Security prisoners. 

M18. Mr. JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: [a) Will 

the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Home (JaiK) Department be 
pleased to state — 

(i) how many applications were received from Security prisoners 
detained in the Province, or from their dependants for grant- 
ing family allowances to their dependants since the applica- 
tion of Defence of India Rules up till now; 

(«) in how many cases family allowances have been granted so far; 

(m) in how many ca.ses the applications have been rejected; and 

(tv) hovr many of the Security prisoners whose applications for 
family allowance have been rejected w'ere detenus during the 
period 1980-1968, and received family allowances as sucht 

(6) Is it a fact that the Hon’ble Minister in reply to a supplementary 
question on the 2nd December, 1940, said, ‘*So far as allowances to 
families are concerned, here we have practically accepted the same 
principle as was followed in old tiroes”? 
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(c) If BO, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason 
for rejecting the application of Security prisoners who used to receive 
family allowances as detenus? 

{d) Are the Government considering the desirability of reconsidering 
their decision in the case of Security prisoners referred to in («) (tV) 
and other deserving cases? 

the Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (<0 (i) 8». 

/iV) 3. 

(iii) 62. 

(iv) Information is not readily available. 

{b) I refer the honourable member to the published proceedings of 
the Assembly. 

(c) Their present condition is not held to justify the grant of an 
allowance. 

(d) No. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleaf^ed to state whether Government are satisfied that their financial 
conditions have improved or tluir re(|uireinents have diminished? 

The Hon’ble Sir BlilOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Their condition 
has slightly improved, 1 should say. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: With reference to 
answer {b), will the floiriile Minister be^ pleased to state which part 
of the pnxeedings he refers to? 

The Hofi’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: AVhich part T 
cannot exactly specify now, 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: AVill the Ifon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he repudiates the statement that 
has been quoted in part (b) of the que.stion? 

Mr. SPEAKER: He says that is the Government statement. 

^Ral HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, my first question 
was/.to which part of the proceedings he refers, and his reply is — 1 
cannot specify that part now. Now I ask, does he repudiate that 
part of the proceedings quoted in (b)? 


Mr. SPEAKERiS I think, he does not. 
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, Ral HARENDRA NATH GHAUDHURI; Then, does he admit 
it? And if he admits the truth of the quotation, will he take steps 
in accordance with the policy^enunciated in the quotation? 

The Hon’ble Sir BlilOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Which part of 
the question is he referring to? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH GHAUDHURI: Part (h). 

The Hoffl’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, Govern- 
ment have considered this question very carefully and have come to a 
decision that allowances can he granted only in exceptional 
circumstances. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH GHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether Government are prepared to follow 
practically the same principle that was adopted in old times? 

The Hoffi*ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sir, I have 
repeatedly stated what the present policy of Government is. Govern- 
ment have very carefully considered the whole question, and the 
present policy is that they can grant allowjinces only in exceptional 
circumstances. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: On a point of order, Sir. I 
would like to draw your attention to a reply given by Sir Bijoy Prasad 
Singh Hoy to question No, 1 19 where in reply to {d) and (/) the 
Hon’ble Minister says that the matter is under his consideration. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But that question has not yet come up, and you 
cannot refer to that. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH GHAUDHURI: Does the Honble 
Minister realise that the present statement of policy will be something 
very different from the principle that was followed in old times? 

Th« Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: If that is the 
inter|)retution of my friend, I cannot ask him to take it otherwise. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH GHAUDHURI: With reference to 
answer (c), viz., that their present condition is not held to justify the 
grant of an allowance, will the llon’ble Minister be pleased to state by 
whom it has been so held? I mean, by which Government — the Govern- 
ment of India or the Government of Bengal? 

Tht Hon’blE Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: By the Govern- 
ment of Bengal. 
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ilr« 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: What are the circumstances 
which justify Government not to into the question further? 

The Hoffl’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: The pecuniary 
circumstances of the family. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: With reference to answer (r), 
is the Hon’ble Minister aware (»f the fact that the very same persons 
who as detenus used to ^^et allowances are deprived of their allowances 
as security prisoners to-day? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a tart. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon hie Minister 
be pleased to state whether (f<»vt‘rnment have acct‘|)ted it as a condition 
of prantiu”' allowance in a case when tlu* detenu was earninjr immediate- 
ly j)rior to his arrest and detention? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; No, Sir. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Then under what condition 
will h<‘ he entitled to ^^et the allowance? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The condition is 
generally this, that it the detention of tin* person would affect tin* 
pecuniary jmsition of the family very substantially, t.e., if he is Bole 
bread-earner of the family and if the family has no other source of 
income, then (tovernmeiit would consider it necessiiry to grant some 
allowance. 

Mr. NIHARENDU OUTTA MAZUMDAR: With reb ^rence to hia 
answer {a) (lii) and (c), namely, that in 02 cases applications for family 
allowance have been rejected on the ground as stated in answer (r) and 
that their present condition is not held to justif\ the grunt (d‘ an allow- 
ance, will the Ifon'ble Minister he pleased t(> staU* whether he has 
ascertaincfl the actual position (»r private means, if any, of each one of 
these (12 ajiplicants whose a|»plication> have been rejected? 

Th« Hon’bto Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY; Yes, Sir. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon ble 

M^ister be pleased to state from what source and through what aort 
of inye<tigation have these tilings been ascertained? 

TN HOfi’bla Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The sources 
differ in different cases, but Government were quite satisfied with 
respect to each case befoye thej* rejected the applications. 



QUESTIONS 


[6th Makch, 


Mr. NIHARENDU OUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Mininter be pleased to state whether he received a statement regarding 
the income and means from ea<4i and every one of these applicants? 

The Hon*ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 hope that I 
fiave already made it quite clear that (rovemment went into the case of 
each of tlie applicants and they were satisfied in each and every case 
that no grant of allowance was necessary. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: That part of the ansWer 
is irrelevant. 1 have asked whether tjovernment received a statement 
about the sources of the in(‘ome, amount of earning and private means, 
if any, from each one of the applicants. The llon’ble Minister said 
“yes”. The rest is irrelevant. My question now is: will the Hon’ble 
Minister please lay on the table a statement showing against each name 
the source of .income wdiich, according to the statement received by 
Government, has justified the grant of family allowance to their 
dependants? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; I am sorry, Gov. 
eminent cannot lay on the table these facts. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Mini.ster be 
pleased to state whether it is on the basis of the police reports that 
their present condition wms determined? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH Roy: No, Sir. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GHOSE; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state, wdieii the police report and the statement of the prisoner 
coiu'erned differ, what kind of investigation Government take up to 
determine the present condition of the prisoner? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether any opportunity was given to the prisoner 
and applicant for allowance to prove the exa< t amount of his earning 
prior to his arrest and detention and the extent to which his family 
is going to be affected by his being kept in detention? t. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, Govern- 
ment took particular care for ascertaining the pecuniary position of 
each and every applicant and, being satisfied, they either granted 
allowance or rejected the application. 
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Mr. tAtANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: My question was whether an 
opportunity was jfiven to the prisoner himself to prove what was his 
income and the amount of suffering that his family will underj^o on 
account of his arrest and detention. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice 
on this particular point. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: On whose report did Govern, 
ment take action, when he said: “>io, not on police report.’^” 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Government have 
got various sources of information — I mean thiough the local officers, 
the police, the Collector — and then they come to a decision. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon hie 

Minister be pleased to state from what other sources did (iovernuient 
receive precise reports about the income of these arrested persons? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 do not under- 

stand the quest iim. What does the honourable memlier mean )»\ “what 
other sources”? 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I mean whether any 
other persons besides these applicants themselves made a statement 
regardin^»^ their income prioi to their detention. 

Mr. SPEAKER; That question hardly arises. You are dealing 
here with the general case of ()2 prisoners. How can Government give 
information about so many persons? If ^>ou ask about a particular 
person, then it may be possible. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, the question has 
been generally answered that in each particular case Government 
received a statement of income from each applicant, and then the 
Hon’ble Minister has answered that he will require notice to see 
whether each one was given an opportunity to prove the actual income 
that he had and to what extent his family had been affected by his 
detention. I am now asking : Is there any other person besides the 
applicants themselves from whom Government received a statement 
about the income on the basis of which Government was satisfied that 
thw, condition was well? That was my question. 

TIm Hoil’bM Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 have 
repeatedly said that Government took particular care to satisfy 
themselves as regards the pecuniary position of each and every applicant. 
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Of course, there were applications by these applicants in which they 
might have given their own private incomes. Government verified the 
statements in those applicatioi^ and on that basis they decided this 
question. 

Mr. NIHAREMOU DUTTA MAZUMDAR; 1 am sorry to trouble 
the Hon’ble Minister again. AVill he please state whether he is 
absolutely certain that the counter-statements which may have been 
made with regard to the income of those detained persons were in no 
case false or misleading? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. I cannot allow it. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOiBE: AVill the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to slate what is the maximum amount of family allowance that 
has been given in each case? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 ask for notice. 

Grievances of Security prisoners in HiJIi Special Jail. 

*119. Mr. JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge (d the Home (Jails) Department be 
pleased to state wliether it is a fact that the District Magistrate of 
Midnapore visited the Hijli Spe<ial Jail where Security prisoner^ are 
kept, in December last? 

(h) If so, has he submitted any report regarding the diet, clothing, 
sporting facilities and other necessities of the Security prisoners? 

(c) If the answ’er to (h) is in the affirmative, w’ill the Hon’ble 
Minister l>e pleased to lay on the table a copy of the report of the said 
District Magistrate? 

(d) Have the Government taken or do they propose to take any 
action thereon? 

(e) If no action is taken, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state the reason thereof? 

(/) AVhat action, if any, the Hon'ble Minister proposes to, take aa 
per his statements made in the Assembly on the 28th Novembet, 1940, 
and 4th February, 1941, on the grievances of Security prisoners? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PROSAD SINGH ROY: (a) and (/>) Tea. 

(c) No. 

(d) to (/) The matter is under iny consideration. 
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Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state how long will Government take to consider their caseP 

Tha Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 cannot give any 
definite date for that, 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: The HonMde Minister can ut 
least state how long is it that it is [vending P 

•Ttie Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is pending for 
thV last three months 1 believe. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the matter remain pending until 
the real Home Minister returns? » 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Sen , you have read logic and >on know that 
the question cannot be allowed. (Laughter.) 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GHOSE: With reference lo questions (d) 
to (/•),' it is stated: “The matter is under my consideration,” whereas 
in repl> to a [trevious question the Ilon’bie Minister said: “After very 
careful consideration (L)vernment has c<nne to a decision.” 

Mr. SPEAKER: The main question is about famil\ allowance. 
What you are asking is quite dift'erent. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware of the fact that Sir Naziinuddin promised 
at the time of the hunger-strike that this matter would he settled as soon 
as the hunger-strike was called oil ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir. 1 ask for 
notice. 

Allowances for the family of Security prisoner, Mr. Atindra Mohan Roy. 

n20. Mr. MAQBUL HOSAIN: (a) Is the Ilon’ble Minister in 
charge of ‘the Home Department aware — 

•(t) that Mr. Atindra Mohan Roy of Comilla, now lodged in Hijli 
*'* . Special Jail, as a Security prisoner without trial or convic- 
tion, was the only earning member of his family, consisting 
of his old mother, wife, a boy and a little girl; 

(ii) that his entire income amounted to about Rs. 150 per month; 
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(m) that his wife submitted a petition to the authorities praying 
for a maintenance allowance; and 

(iv) that the matter was ealjuired into by the Police? 

(b) If the answers to (a) (in) and (iv) are in the aflfirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any reply has been given 
to Mrs. Boy’s petition? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

The Hoffi’bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) (/) and (ti) 

My information is otherwise. 

(m), (iv) and (b) Yes. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will tlie Hou’hle Minister he 
pleased to state what does he mean by “otherwise’*? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That is. the 
allegations are not correct. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GHOSE: AVill the Hon hie Minister he 
pleased to state what exactly was the income of the gentleman 
concerned acc(>r(ling to his information? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I think that the 
lady is getting a salary of B,s. 40 a month. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GHOSE: Sir, 1 do not want that I 
want to know the exact income of the gentleman concerned. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government had the courtesy to give a reply 
to the petition of the lady concerned.*' 

Th. Hon'ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: f ask for notice. 

Mr. SURtNDRA NATH BISWASi Will the Hon’ble Mia'ster 
iie pleased to state who is maintaining the wife of the gentleman P 

Tht Hon'bl. thP BUOY PRABAD BINCH ROY: She is maintain- 

Jng httraeU. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: With reference to his 
statement that the allegations contained in the cjuestion are not correct, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state that the allejration that 
Mr. Atindra Mohan Koy’s faniih consists of his (dd mother, wife, a 
boy and a little girl is incorrect ^ 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is not 

incorrect. 

. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Does the Hon ble 

Minister amend his jmevious statement to tliat extent and will he be 
pleased to state that Mr. Atindra Median Ho> was the onl> earning 
member of his family consisting <d himself, his old mother, wife, a boy 
and a little girl^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 cannot nmlerstami >our (juestion. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: The Hon ble Minister 

said that the allegations contained in this (|Uestion are not coiTect and 
the principal allegation in this question was that Mr. Itoy was the sole 
earning member of his family consisting of his <dd mother, wife, a boy 
and a little girl. The Hon’ble Minister aftei having said tliat the alle- 
gations are not correct lias now a«lmitted that thi*' is perfectly 
correct 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr M azumdai. 1 belong to the same jivofeHsion as 
yourself. It is quite clear that the HonTde Minister meant that he 
was not the onl\ earning membei' of his family 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to ••.tate whether it is not a tact that Mr. Atindra 
Mohan l{o> was the sole earning member rd liis family? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hoirble 
Minister be pleased to state who are the other earning members? 

TIm rton’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; His. wife is now 
earning about Rs. 40 a month, 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: With reference to reply (a) (iv), 
will the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased to state what was exactly the 
police report ? 

26 
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Tha Hoii’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The police report 
is confidential. 


Comilia Jail and dining shad. 

M21. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department aware — 

(i) that there is no dining shed for the prisoners in the Comilia 
Jail; and 

(u) that the prisoners suffer inconvenience therefrom specially 
during the rains? 

(h) Is it a fact that the local Jail authorities have been drawing 
attention of the Government to this? 

(c) If the answers to clauses (a) and (6) are in the affirmative, do 
the Government consider the desirability of removing this long-felt 
want by providing for a dining shed ? 

{d) If not, why not? 

Ths Hoffl’bis Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; (a) and (6) Yes. 

(c) Government have since accorded revised administrative approval 
to a scheme for the construction of 4 corrugated iron roofed work sheds 
ill this jail at an estimated cost of 118.27,679 and this is awaiting provi- 
sion of funds. It has been decided that when these work sheds are 
constructed, their verandahs will be used as dining sheds for prisoners. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Riport of the Oommittoe of Privilogot. 

*65. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA GANGULI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home l>epartment be pleased to state whether 
the Government have taken any steps on the report of the Committee 
of Privileges placed lx*fore the House by the Hon’ble Speaker on the 
19th September, 1940? 

(6) If so, what are they? 

(c) Have the Government accepted the recommendations of .the Com- 
mittee of Privileges? 

(d) If so, ha0 it l>eeu given effect to? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether^ the 
members of the Legislative Assembly who are now detained in jail under 
the Defence of India Rules, either as convicts or Security prisoners, will 
be allowed to attend the Assembly Session commencing on the 3rd 
February next and be allowed to take part in the proceedings? 
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(/) If the answer to (e) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

The Hon’bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: {a), (c) and (e) 

No. 

(b) and (d) Do not arise. 

(/) There is no privilege recognised even by the House of Commons 
under which members iindei detention are entitled to attend seaeions of 
the House. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: in answer (/), the Hon’ble Ministor 
says that there is no privilege recognised even by the House of ('ommons 
under which members under detention are entitled to attend the se88if>nH 
of the House. Will he be pleased to state whether he is aware if the 
Committee of Privileges of the House of Commons has recommended 
that detained members of the House of Commons should be allowed 
to attend its meetings? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think this is a matter which should be discussed. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hmrble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the decision at w’hich (lovernment have arrived 
after receiving the unanimous report of the members of the Privilege 
Committee P 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No is the deci. 

sion. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: The decision is referred to in 
question {a). The Committee of Privileges met on the litth December 
and made the report on the 21 st December in whi(di ihe\ made certain 
recommendations, 

Mr. SPEAKER: Apparently Sir Hijoy would reply on the day on 
which the resolution is taken up. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Does the Hon’ble 
Minister then withdraw the answer which he gave in (/; because it is 
a matter on which, Sir, you have said that you even are not aware 

• 

Mi;. SPEAKER: Will it take away the privileges of the House if 
the Hon’ble Minister says “No”? 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: If it is such a patent 
thing, such an answer should* not have been given. ‘ 
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lift SPEAKER: It is not such a patent thing. 

Mr. NIHARENOU DUTT/1 MAZUMOAR: Without having an 
authentic information the Hon’ble Minister 

Mr. SPEAKER; There are other questions about security prisoners 
which will be locked out if you go on putting supplementary questions 
on this. Just make your choice. 

Refusal of permission to the Advocate of Mr. Bankim Chandra 
Mukherjee, M.L.A., to interview him in Alipore Jail. 

^67. Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact-- 

(t) that Sj. Bankiui (’hundra Mukheijee, m.i..a., was an inmate 
ot the Alipore (Vntral Jail in ()ct(d)er, 11146; 

(u) that his pleader, Mr. Manmatho Nath Sarkar, Advocate, went 
to see him in jail ; 

(tit) that he wanted an interview with liim in connection with his 
appeal against his conviction ; 

(iv) that the vSvq)erintciident of the .Jail retused him permission hy 
his letter No. 7t)‘2L^'R.B. , dated the I4ih October, 1940; if 
so, on what grounds; 

(c) that the said Advocate then saw the District Magistrate, who 
referred him to the Additional District Magistrate, who 
again in his turn referred him to the Additional Secretary, 
Home Department, Government of Bengal; and 

(vi) that the said Additional Secretary was then at Darjeeling and 
not available? 

(6) If the answer to {a) is in llie aHirinative, will the Hoii'ble 
Minister be pleased to state who is responsible for this state of affairs? 

(r) Does the Hon 'hie Minister consider the desirability of making 
an enquiry into the matter? 

The Hon’IHe Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: {a) (i) to {Hi) 
and (vi) Yes. 

(iv) Yes: on the advice ot the Intelligence Branch. 

(r) The Advocate moved the Additional District Magistrate who 
referred him to the Inspector-General of Prisons and the Inspector- 
General of Prisons referred him to the Home. (Jails) Department. 
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(6) Government orders empower the District Magistrate to over- 
ride advice of the Tntellijfenoe Branch in such cases. 

(c) No. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state who is the proper authority to grant or refu.se an inter- 
view with a prisoner? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The Superintend- 
eyt of the jail. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the Hon ble Minister l>e 
])leased to state whether the Intelligence Branch has got any official 
authority to instruct the Superintendent to grant or refuse an inter- 
view with a prisoner? 

The Hon’hle Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No official 

authority, but the Superintendent can certalnl\ seek tl»e advice of the 
Intelligence Branch. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Are we to understand from the 
answer to question (/cl that under-trial prisoners and convicted 
prisoners for political offence.s are to appoint or engage Advocates with 
the instruction of the Intelligence Branch so that they may have an 
interview with ])o]itical prisoners? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That is not the 

reply. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: What is the nature and con- 
text of the advice? 

The Hon’bte Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That is confiden- 
tial. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the HmTlde Minister be 
jdeased to state whether the (loverninent will consider the desirability 
of asking the District Magistrate to grant the application of the 
Advocate to interview this prisoner? 

^The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The District 
Magistrate has got that power. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: In view of the fact that 
neither the Additional District Magistrate nor the District Magistrate 
took any action in the matter except referring the Advocate to some 
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other authority, have the Government considered the desirability of 
asking the District Magistrate to take action in the matter so that the 
Advocate may get an interview #^ith this prisoner? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir, there 
will be no objection to the Advocate’s interviewing the prisoner. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state which particular officer of the Intelligence Branch 
gives such advice to the Superintendent of the Jail? 

The HOfl’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Thai is confiden- 
tial. 

Family allowancas of Security prisoners. 

*S9. Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: (a) Will the Hon’hle 
Minister in charge of the Home Department he pleased to state whether 
the attention of Government has been drawn to the (juestion of family 
allowances in respect of the following Security prisoners: — 

(1) Tridihchandra Choudhury, m.a., Office Secretary of the Bengal 

Congress Parliamentary Party, till his arrest ; 

(2) Mihirkumar Mukherjee, ii.L. ; and 

tf3) Nanigo])al Bhattacharyya ? 

(ff) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state what action 
has been, or is likely to he, taken immediately by Government? 

{(') If the answer to (n) is in the negative, do Government consider 
the desirability of going into the question immediately? 

The Hcn’bis Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; (n) (}) and (8) 

Yes. 

(2) No. 

(h) Government have decided not to grant any allowance to the 
family of Babu Tridib Kumar Choudhury, and his mother has been 
informed accordingly. 

Government have decided to grant an allow^ance to the family of 
BaSu Nani Gopal Bhattacharji. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason for not granting any allowance to the 
family of Mr. Tridib Kumar Choudhury who used to earn Rs. 75 per 
month before his arrest ? 
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Tim HOfl’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Before his deteu- 
tion the family income of Tridib Babu used to be Rs. 50 + 50 = 100, and 
now it is also Rs. 100 wliich is being earned by Tridib Babu’s brother 
who is a doctor. 


Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Does the Hou’ble Minister 
know that Tridib Babu’s elder brother lives separately with his family, 
and another family is under the care of Tridib Babuy 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That is not my 
information. 


Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will (he H(m hie Minister be 
pleased to state whether he will accept the proposal for enquiry if I am 
prepared to supply liim with facts and figures'^ 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Most certainly 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the HonTde Minister be 
pleased to state how iniich lias been granted to the familv of Babu 
Nanigopal Bhattachar\ ya and how man> inejnhers are there iti his 
family ^ 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Rs. 10 per month 
has been sanctioned. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: For how many members y 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 ask for notice. 


Security prisontrt. 

^80. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleaded to state the decision 
of Government about — 

(a) the demands of the Security prisoners in different jails of 
Bengal, alxjut their fooding, clothing, bedding, Imoks and 
*• newspapers and other necessaries of life; and 

{h) the grant of maiutenuntie allowance to the members of the 
families of the Security prisoners? 

Tbc HOfPbIc Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) The matter is 
still under my consideration. 
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(h) Government have decided to grant family allowances only in 
exceptional cases where the circumstances are such that such allowances 
are essential owing to the finai^i-ial conditions of particular families. 

Mr, CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, on the 18th December Govern- 
ment published a communique admitting that they will go into the 
matter in a sympathetic spirit. In view of that, will the Hon ’hie 
Minister be pleased to state how long will the Government take to 
consider the matter sviii pathetically ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, in fact, the 
matter has since been considered and the principles laid down are being 
worked out. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon hie Minister he 
pleased to state whether the Government is ready to form u small com- 
mittee from tliis House to scrutinise the petitions for allowances*' 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; No, Sir 

Treatment meted out to Defence of India Act convicts in Dum Dum 

Central Jail. 

*81. Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: (o) Is the 

Hou’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department aware tliat 
persons convicted under the Defence of India Act llules are confined 
in the Dum Dum Central Jail — 

(1) are kept in different Wor ks and are not allowed to meet together 

and mix freely among themselves; 

(2) are not allowed to interview their relations except in the 

presence of T.B. officers; 

(3) are not allowed to write even two letters a month and their 

letters and telegrams are unduly delayed in censoring and 
transit ; 

(4) are not permitted — 

(t) to alter their menu even within the prescribed limit of 
dietary charges, or 
(fi) to observe all the ekadmees; 

(6) are not allowed even four d holies or wearing pieces with the 
result that they cannot use a pair when the other goes to the 
washerman ; 
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(6) are not supplied with books which well-educated people can 

read with profit or permitted to use such books at their own 
cost ; 

(7) are not permitted to subscribe nationalist newspapers and 

periodicals even at their own cost ; 

(8) are not allowed to use and retain more than one exercise book 

for their notes and writinjfs; 

(9) are not allowed smoking facilities at their own expense; and 
00) are not supplied with cards but only goUtkdfuiin, etc., suit- 
able for indoor recreation of certain classes of peopled 

(b) If the answer to («) or aii\ part of (a) is in the aftirmative, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, he ]>ro]io8e» 
to take for the removal of their grievances ? 

(c) If no action is proposed to be taken, will the Ilon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reascm thereof V 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: toi I nn making 

enijuiries int<» the facts referred t(i in the honoura)»le ineinber’s i|Ues- 
tion. 

(b) and (r) 1 will take appropriate measures if I find that any rules 
or orders have been contravened. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH GHAUDHURI: Will the Hon hie 

Minist'Cr be pleased to state whether it would be possible for him to 
ascertain which of the ten grievances mentioned in the question was 
or were due to contravention of the existing orders? 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY : The mat lei was 

thoroughly enquired into, and 1 was waiting for a supplementary 
question. We are satisfied tliut the rule.s are not being violated. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH GHAUDHURI: Then, Sir, having regard 
to the fact that the Jail Code was framed when .security prisoners were 
not even contemplated, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to revise 
the rules to remove the grievances mentioned here? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for a fresh 
notice of this question. 

• (At this stage Starred Question No. was called out.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: May I suggest to the departments concerned that 
when they get the questions from my department they may find that 
some of the questions are more or less of an identical nature. It is not 



m 


QUJKSTlUJNb 


[UTH March, 


posHible for my department to find it out as we send out the questions 
as soon as they are received. When the answers of such questions are 
framed, the departments concerned are certainly in a i^osition to know 
which of them are of an identSal nature. All such questions may be 
taken up together and at the same time the attention of this depart- 
ment may be drawn to the matter. If this is done, it will save much 
time and labour both of the department concerned and the Assembly 
Department, 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 shall see to 
llial, Sir. 


Secitrity prisoners and detention without trial. 

*83. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home I)ei)artment be pleased to state — 

(a) how many persons have now been kept detained without trial 
in the Province of Bengal as Security prisoners; 

(h) how many of them had applied for the grant of allowances to 
their families; 

(c) how many of them have been allowed the allowances prayed for; 

(d) what is the monthly amount of those allowances, i.e., the 

maximum amount and the minimum amount; and 

(e) what is the criterion, if any, followed in the matter of the 

grant of allowance? 

Tho Hon’bis Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (//) 139. 

(b) 84. 

(c) 8. 

(d) No limit has been formally fixed. 

(e) Government have derided to grant family allowance only in 
exceptional cases where the circumstances are such that an allowance is 
essential owing to the financial conditions of particular families. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS; With reference to answer (d), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what are the maximum 
and minimum amounts that have been paid up till now ? 

Tht Hoil’bit Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The actual amount 
that has been paid up to now is maximum 35 rupees and minimum 
10 rupees per month. 
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Security prisoners. 

^97. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hoii’hle Minister 
in charpe of the Home Department he pleased to state whether it is 
in the contemplation of fiovernmeiit to refer the case of individual 
Security prisoner to a tribunal composed of — 

(a) one High Court Judge; 

(b) leader of the Opposition; and 

. <c) a senior member of ibe (iovernment Coalition Party of tbe 
Jlengal Assemldy!" 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: AVil] tbe Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the security prisoners’ case is referred to any 
judicial officer ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise, but if the Hon'ble 
Minister wishes he may answer. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE; Is the H on ’ble Minister aware of 
the fact that the cases ot the detenus in the form of u written state- 
ment used to be referred to three Higli Court Judges in the ])ast 

Mr. SPEAKER: That ({uestion does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE. I make an appeal to you. Sir. 
Formerly the cases of these detenus used to l>e 

Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot put it in the form of an analogy. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Since formerly the cases of detenus 
used to be placed before three Judges of the High Court, it is expected 
that the cases of person.s who have been arrested and detained without 
trial should be referred to similar judicial officers. But in this case 
they are deprived of that privilege as well. I would like to know the 
reason therefor. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Why not put your question plainly as to why Gov- 
ernment wish to make a distinction between these security prisoners 
and detenus who are referred to? 
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rh9 Hoii’ble Sir BlilOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The reasons are 
very obvious, Sir. My friend is referring to ancient history of a 
bureaucratic Government. BV now we have got a popular Govern - 
nient which is responsible to the Legislature and looks to the interest 
of the people. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
])lea8ed to state if it is the policy of the popular (jovernment to deprive 
the security prisoners of the privileges which the detenus in foimer 
days used to enjoy? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 


UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(to which answer was laid on the table) 

Validity of election of Khan Bahadur Anwarul Azim. 

30. Khan Bahadur Mauivi FAZLUL QUADIR: {a) With reference 
to the answer given to starred question No. 0.32, dated the (Uh July, 
1939, regarding the validity of election of Khan Bahadur 
M. A. Azim, m.l.a., will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home 
Department be pleased to state if the legal opinions from outside 
ilengul and the TTnited Kingdom mentioned therein liave been received 
l)y him? 

{h) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay copies of tlie 
same on the table? 

(<;) Will the Hon’ble Mini.ster be ideased t») strife whethei the 
disqualification has been removed now? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The honourable 
member is referred to m\ answer to a similar starred question No. 36 
delivered on the 6th February, 1941. 


Mr. Ml RZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state kow long the position will continue? 

Tho Hon’blo Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for 

notice. 
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Unstarred Questions Nos. 38 and 39 held over. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Mr. Speukti, muy I draw 
your attention to iinstarred questions Nos. 38 ainl df) of 2ot]i February 
which were Iield over and may 1 know when they are expected to come 
up? 


Mr. SPEAKER: The> will coim* up to-morrow. 


Permission to interview an accused by his Advocate. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, there are u large 
number of questions relating to the granting of interviews to security 
prisoners. M\\y I witli your permission and with the indulgence of 
the House just rc(juest the Ilon’ble Home Minister to gi\4‘ bis attention 
to one particular point, namely, in his answer he has said that an 
Advocate was ret used permission to interview the accused he was to 
defend. In the .tail ( ode Hules there is a provision . 

Mr. SPEAKER : Pleas(‘ be ^hort. I understand youi (juestion is — 
Will the ( iovt*rnmeiit kindly consider the desirability of at huist 
permitting the Advocatt* of an accused to interview? 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Yes, Sir, in the light 
of the Jail Code. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Yes, Sir. 

GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Finance (States Tax) Bill, 1941. 

('hi use 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, 1 l^eg to move that in clause 
lines 2-3, the words “stibject to the condition of previous publication” 
be omitted. 

I also beg to move that in clause 23 (i), after the word “Act” at 
the end. the words, “after having them published and passed by Imth 
Houses of the Bengal Legi.slature” be inserted. 

Sir, these amendments involve a great question of principle. We 
on this side of the House strongly disapprove of Government’s usurping 
powers which should belong to the representatives of the j»eople. It 
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is common knowledge that rules framed by Government oftentimes 
operate very harshly on the people who have to bear the brunt, and 
these rules have to be subjected to -various alterations by the Govern- 
ment themselves before they could be made really workable. Rules 
prescribing — 

{a) taxable quantum for particular class of dealers as defined in 
clause 4; 

(b) the proportion to be deducted from the “sale price” ot a 

contract for sale as laid down in id) of sub-clause (/)' of 
clause 2; 

(c) the other sales as defined in (e) of sub-clause (J) of clause 5; 

and the rule — making powers asked for under sub-clauses (/), (/<), (t), 
(;), (kk), (/), (in), (n), (o) and (p) are most important matters vitally 
affecting the interests of the tax-payers; and any arbitrary rules made 
under the authority of the Government are sure to have drawbacks and 
would be greatly resented by the tax-payers. On the other hand, if 
they are subjected to the careful scrutiny of this House, the rules are 
sure to be as perfect as jK)Bsible. We do not, however, object to the 
clauses prescribing merely forms or ordinary procedure to be vested to 
Government in making rules, but we very strongly object to other 
matters referred to above being given to Government for making rules. 

Sir, we know that we are helpless in the face of Government’s 
voting strength in this House however strong our desire may be to 
remove tids principle of vesting Government witli rule-making powers 
from the Hill. Hut I appeal through you, Sir, to the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge and to the Coalition Party to consider carefully as to whether 
they would give powers of making rules on these important matters 
to the whims and caprices of a few Government officials who may not 
be very much interested in the hardship that the people might have 
to undergo, but may look more to the income that may come to the 
coffers of Government in spite of these hardships. These officers in 
order to advance their own selfish ends of promotion and approbation 
are sure to please their masters in getting more money for Government 
with the greatest despatch and are always likely to conveniently forget 
their duties to the tax-payers. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motions for the acceptance 
of the House. 

Mr. SPEAKER* As regards No. 194, Mr. Ghose, I suggest that 
you don’t move it, but dist'usa it on Mr. Abul FaxPs motion. It is 
for this reason that your amendment does not specifically mention how 
the sanction is to be given. 
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Mr. SHAHEDALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to support amend- 
meut No. 19*3 moved by Mr. Md. Abul Fazl. It seems that so 
far as rule-making power is eoneerned, Government have made a 
monopoly. We have seen in the Money-lenders Aet, the Agri(‘ultural 
Debtors Act and other Acts passed by this House, the rule-making 
power is reserved by the Government and we have also seen the mischief 
done by this rule-making |K>wer. In the Agricultural Debtors Act, 
there are some rules which are against the interest of the agriculturists; 
in the Money-lenders Act, again, there are some rules which are 
against the interest of the debtors. So alst) we are afraid that in this 
Bill too when j)assed into law, this rule-making power will do mischief 
to the rate-payers of Bengal. So, I sxibmit that 8<> far as the rule- 
making power is concerned, it should be vested with this House as 
also the Upper House and it should not be vested with the Government. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 beg to 
sui)port this amendment No. 19d. Sir, even at the risk of being guilty 
of repetition of certain stock arguments in the matter of rule-making 
powers of the Government, we think we should be doing injustice to 
ourselves and to the constituencies that we represent unless we recorded 
our emphatic protest against the rule-making powers and their 
application. 

Sir, the reasons are manifold and my friend Mr. Abul Fazl as 
also Mr. Shahedali has discussed the matter from some points of 
view; but, Sir, I want to look at the matter from the (piestion of 
fundamental principle. You know. Sir, that according to the provi- 
sions of the law itself the rules will become as much a substantive 
portion of the enactment as the principal provisions themselves in the 
Act. That is to say, the provisions of the rule will be only an exten- 
.sion and amplification of the Act itself. Now, if it is necessary to 
bring the substantive provisions of the clauses before the House in 
order that they may be discu.s.sed, debated upon, amended and also 
corrected in many places, it is ecjually necessary that the rules which 
will form i)art of the substantive law should be brought before the 
House so that they may be equally discussed, debated upon and 
corrected, if necessary. Sir, for one thing, drafting is a very important 
matter and nobody can say the last word on it. Even if the Govern- 
ment of the day is not prepared to accept substantive amendments on 
our part, still on many occasions it has so happened that on the floor 
oh-the House the Ministers in charge of certain Bills have accepted — 
at least drafting changes — which have been offered in the shape of 
amendments by the Opposition ; that is to say, things become better 
after they are very well thrashed and discussed on the floor of the 
House. Sir, the rules will have to be drafted. Much depends upon 
the import of the wordings tl\pt go to the making of the rules, and it 
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is extremely necessary that these rules should be discussed on the floor 
of the House. Government do not lose by bringing the rules on the 
floor of the House, but the (^ponents of the Government, those who 
do not see eye to eye with the Government get a chance of discussing 
the import and suggesting changes by amendments. 

Then, Sir, there is another question. You will agree, Sir, that 
the Sales Tax will affect various interests, and it cannot be said that 
the Coalition Party represents all the . interests that will be affected 
by the Sales Tax Bill. We, Sir, the Opposition have got the privilege 
at least of representing certain se(^tions who do not get any representa- 
tion in the Coalition Party and those interests which will be affected 
can be looked after only by the Opposition and the Opposition must 
have an opportunity of looking into the rules and to offer their 
suggestions upon them, if necessary. It is not merely the right and 
privilege of the members of the House to have a look into the rules 
before they are passed, but it is also the i>rivilege of persons interested 
outside who are represented through the Opposition to see that the 
rules which ultimately affect the interests ot a large section of the 
p(‘ople get discussed properly on th<' floor of the House. 

»So, Sir, 1 want to record our protest against these rules not be ing 
passed through the House, and I therefore support amendment No, 194 
of Mr. A bill Fazl. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, I would like to support the 
amendment moved by my friend Mr. Abul Fazl and to record my 
emphatic protest against these provisions. I would like to emphasise 
the fact that however good the motive of the Government may be, 
without making any insinuation whatsoever, I may honestly say that 
if the Government take the whole charge of the rule-making power 
iiiam themselv(‘s. the (\mlition Party members will not lie deprived 
of giving their views and opinions in the matter because in their 
Party meetings they may give their suggestions and the Ilojn’ble 
Finance Minister may accept some of them. But .so far as w^e on the 
G])po8ition are concerned, we will have no chance, no opportunity, 
t(» discuss the matter and then one fine morning we will know that 
such and such rules have been framed by Government. I do not think. 
Sir, that the Government will lose anything if they consult us in the 
matter. They have got their overwhelming majority and if they wish, 
they can pass any rules they like. Under the circumstances I do not 
understand what has actuated the Hon’ble Finance Minister to 
^leprive us of an opportunity of discussing the rules which he may 
think should be passed. It may be, Sir, that in the course of discus- 
sion the Government may realise that some of these rules might not 
be to the satisfaction of the people concerned. There are vested 
interests of different people. There are different shades of opinion in 
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this country' and as such it is no use to monopolise the rule-making 
power. Sometimes it so happens that in the course of rule-making 
the clauses are rendered ineffective and ultimately the people suffer for 
that defect. It is from all these considerations that we sincerely 
desire that the rules should be discussed on the floor of this House 
and then accepted by the people at large. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, this question of 
fundamental principle, as it has been called, has been thrashed out 
on the floor of the House <»n several oc<asions and this House has 
agreed that subject to the rules being published beforehand, Govern- 
ment should have power to frame rules when an Act of this nature is 
passed. The rules have nothing whatswver to do with the Coalition 
Party. The Coalition Party do not frame the rules. It is the 
Government officials who have to administer the law and who know 
what the difficulties are who frame the rules. The rules are published, 
objections are invited and these objections can be made not merely by 
the Opposition <u' by tl»e members of the Coalition Party but by all 
the interests con(‘erned. These objections are considered by Govern- 
ment and if the> think it advisable, the rules are accordingly altered. 
I think it was Mi. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal who (claimed that the 
Opposition was in a better position than the t'oalition Party to look 
after the interests of all concerned. (Mr. Sas\nka Skkhah Sanyai. : 
Not all but some interests. t I must deprive*, if I may say so, both 
the parties of that claim. I .submit that Government can lay claim 
to look after the interests of all parties concerned. Sir. T cqipose the 
amendment. 

Th*‘ motions of Mr. Md. Abul Fazl — 

that in clause (f), lines 2-3, the words ‘‘subject to the condition 
of previous publication ’’ be omitted, and 

that in clause 23 (I), after the word “Act” at the end, the words 
“after having them published and passed by both Houses 
of the Bengal Legislature” he in.Herted, 

were then put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AaSH WalMi, MmM. 

AM Mtinta tailnr, HMlvi. 
AMI Ptti. m. mi. 
A ll w S SH i ASmi, m. 

Mr. latft 

•mm, Aim PfNrtsrt. 

•ms. Mr. 
if—. taM 


AVEt-S3. 

{ •Stvaffc. Dr. ttMai a Miiiira. 
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NiMui AH ektwHftvry* Mr. 

HMlMMy, Mr. tfMl. 
AN Mimiter, Hmlfl. 
KMHir, Mr. AM OlMiiirt. 
Mifl, Mr. ANwilta Kanir. 
MuNiiii<«r» Mrt. HMMprm. 
MaiiNal. Mr. KrIMiat NrtMtf. 



Hatkar. Mr. Han QlNM4fB. 
Nranaalk, Mr. TarlaialMnw. 
RantiaNNIa Akaatf. Mr. 

Kay, Mr. Ofcam efcaaira. 
Ray. Mr. Maaaiatha Nalfc. 
laayal, Mr. laaaaka takkar. 
IkakakaH, Mr. 

WaNar Raknaa, Maalvi. 


NOEt^T. 


Altai Aili, Maalaaa Ml. 

Akial Natl. Mr. Miraa. 

Altai Naklai, MaiHvl. 

Altai Naklai Vlkraiaparl. Maalvi Mi. 

AMal KaHai, Mr. 

Alial LatN Rlivraa, Maalvi. 

Altai Wafcal Kfcaa. Mr. 

AMar RanlM Makaiaai. Mr. 

Aliar Raaiaai. Maalvi Mi. 

Aliar Raat. Klaa Raiaiar Maalvi t. 

Alial MaMak Malik, Or. 

Aliar Rauak, Maalvi. 

Alai Naaata Akaiai, Mr. 

Akaiai All laayatparl, Klaa Raiaiar Maalaaa. 
ANaiaiila Akaiai, Klaa Raiaiar Maalvi. 
AailaaRak, Klaa lalll Maalvi. 

Aailr All Mia. Maalvi Mi. 

Aiiratall, Mr. M. 

Altai Nataala Klaa, Klaa Raiaiar Maalvi. 
Aliar All, Maalvi. 

Rarat All. Mr. Mi. 

RfU-Nart, Mlu P. R. 

Rilwas, Mr. Railk Lai. 

Oklpptaialv. Mr. J. w. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Dim, Rail Dakvaira Nall, 
fariai Raia Oltwilary, Mr. M. 

Parial Raat Kkaaaai, Ragan. 

Fallal Hag, tia Naa'kia Mr. A. K. 

Filial Qaailr, Riaa Raiaiar Maalvi. 

Pailar Rainaa, Mr. (Oaaaa|. 

Failar Raknaa, Mr. (Mynaaitafk). 

Maiilat. Mr. o. 

RrlMlli, Mr. 0. 

•y— ta la Aknai Ckaaikiry. AMail. 

NiMlatlak, Ika Naa*lla Naaral Raiaiar K.. tf 
Oaaaa. 

NMiaiila Claailari, Maalvi. 

Nanltaiila Aknai, Klaa takil. 

Nailaa Mamai, Mrt., M.R.I. 

Nitanally tanaiar, Kiaa Cakll MaaM. 

Naywaai, Mr. Ragan, 
tialalaitai Aknai, Klaa Raiaiar MaalvL 
KaMnKMIa Klaa, Klaa Raiaiar MaalvL 
Kaaaaiy, Mr. I. R. 


Matiaiila Aknai, Dr. 

Magaira, Mr. L. T. 

Maaial, Mr. Raaka Ralarl. 

Maaial. Mr. iagal Ckaaira. 

MaalraiilB Akhaai, Maalvi. 

MHat, Mr. C. W. 

Malamnai All, Klaa Raiaiar. 

Margaa, Mr. R., e.l.E. 

MaHaai All Mallak. Maalvi M. 

MatannM Hag, Maalvi Mi. 

Makannai Alial, Khaa Raiaiar Maalvi Cyai. 
Makaaiaiai Itlagaa, Maahrl. 

Makannai lirall, Maalvi. 

Makannai ilMIgaa. Khaa Raiaiar Dr. tyai. 
Mallltk, tha Haa’bla Mr. Makaaia Ralary. 
Maalarraff Mawala, tha Haa’ila Nawal, Khaa 
Raiaiar. 

Mattagawaal Hagaa, Mr. lyai. 

Naiarallah, Nawaliaia K. 

Pattaa, Mr. w. 0. 

RaikaL tha Haa’bla Mr. Prataaaa Dal. 

Raxaar Rainaa Khan, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Dbaaaajay. 

•aiaraiila Ahnai, Mr. 

•atraiila Aknai, HaJI. 

•ahala-Alan, Mr. lyai. 

•alln, Mr. I. A. 

•araial lalan, Mr. 

•halabaiila. Mr. Kbwaja. O.R.E. 

•haniaiila Aknai Khaaikar, Mr. 

Mark, Mr. A. P. 

Maalalr, Mr. i. F. 

•Iriar, Rala LHIa Maaia. 

Intti, Mr. N. Rralaat 
Itavaa, Mr. i. W. R. 
lalrawariy, tia Nm’Ma Mr. N. I. 

Spailar, Mr. 4. H. 

TanMaiMi Khaa, lha Haa*lla Mr. 

Waikar, Hr. W. A. M. 

WlMalaai, Hr. R. R. 

Waria«ai«l,Hr. W.c. 

Yaaaat Hliaa. 

Yataf AH Chaaihary, Hr. 
lalar Abani Claailary, HaalvL 


The Ayes being 33 nnd the Noes 87, the motions were lost 

The question that clanae 23 stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 
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Schedule. 

TIM Honlila Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAROY: Sir. may 1 mov« 

amendment No. 200 standing in the name ot Mr. Naliui Kanjan 
SarkerP 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

The Hontle Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAROY: Sir, I beg to move that 
in column 1 of the Schedule, the words “grown in India or Burma,” 
in lines 1-2 of item 1, be omitted. 

Rai HARENORANATH CHAUDHURI: Sir. 1 to move that 
in column I of the Schedule in item 7, the following: words he omitted, 
viz. — 

“other than cakes, pastries and sweetmeats.” 

Sir, this amendment refers to item No. 7 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. liai Chaudhuri, 1 would usk you to move 
amendment No. 211 as well. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: But that is on a 
different matter, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: May h(« ; hut that will not prevent u memher 
from speaking on different matters in the same sjieeeh. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: In that case, Sir, it will he 
extremely diffiiult to follow the dehate. Kuch amendment deals with 
a particular thing, though all of them come under the Schedules. 
There may be speeches on entirely different subjects. 

Mr. SPEAKER: After all, they may relate to different items, but 
they all come under the (luestion of exemption. 

Ria HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, it will be difficult to 
speak on all the motions at one and the seme time. Different 
arguments have got to he advanced on different items. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Sir, one member may support 
one part of the same amendment, say, the exemption of sugar, but 
be may not’ support another part of it, say, quinine. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope you will support sugar at one time and 
quinine at another. (laughter.) 
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Ral HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: In that case, Sir, shall 
I move amendment No. 211 first or advance my arguments on amend- 
ment N<». 201 whicli 1 have fust moved and then move amendment 
No. 211:" 

Mfi SPEAKER* You can do as you like. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: In that case I shall 
speak on amendment No. 201 first and then move the other amendments. 

Sir, if you refer to item No. 7 of tl»e Schedule, you will see that 
it runs as follows : — 

‘^(>ooked foods other tliaii cukes, pastries and sweetmeats.’’ 

Cooked foods are going to be altogether excluded; and if they are 
going to be excluded, why should not other kinds of cooked food, 
such as cakes and sweetmeats, be also excluded? Secondly, Sir, 
sweetmeats of the Indian style do not necessarily mean, sandesh and 
tasagolla. There are sweetmeats which are meant even for the poorer 
sections of the Indians and these are going tu be included in the 
scheme of taxation. Having in view the customs and practices of 
the i)eople of our country, I suggest the exemption of cakes, pastries 
and sweetmeats. 

Then, Sir, 1 beg to move that in column 1 of the Schedule, in 
item lo, for tin* word ‘"yarn,” the following words be substituted, 
namely : — 

“Cotton, cotton yarn, and any cloth woven on handlooms and sold 
by pers(uis dealing exclusively in such cloth.” 

Sir, it is an irony of fate that smdi an amendment has got to be 
moved by the Opposition while the (Government professes sympathy, 
over-whelming sympathy, for the resuscitation of rural or cottage 
industries. Rad there been any sincerity or genuineness about such 
profe.s.sion on their part, I think, ( to vein men t would have been the 
first to move such an amendment. At any rate, Government by this 
time would have intimated their desire 

Th© Hoil*bl© Mr* H* $• 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I am prepared to 
accept ' it in a modified form. Cotton is exempted when it 
goes into cloth; cotton yarn is exempted specifically. When cloth 
is woven in a handloom and sold by persons dealing only in such 
cloth, it may be exempted, A person may deal only in handloom 
woven cloth so far as cloth is concerned, but he may also deal in other 
articles as well. Therefore, what we really want is that those persona 
who deal in handloom-woven cloth and cloth of no other kind may be 
exempted, that is, a handloom-woven cloth, if sold by a dealer who 
does not sell any other kind of cloth, may be exeippted. 
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Ril HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, in support of my 
amendment, I may say that 1 have taken it verbatim from the Madras 
Act. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Hut there is a m^^Ulke 
in the Madras Aet. Tl seems to me they also meant tin* same thiiiff 
which I am suj 2 :j::estiujj:. There are shops in ('aleutta whirli ftell 
haiidloom-woven cloth as well as other articles. If yon merely say 
that handloom-woven cloths sold by persons not exclnsixtdy dtnilin^^ in 
such cloths should be exempted, then such a person, wlm selK other 
articles, is not exempted even thoujrh he may not sell rl(»th of any 
other kind. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Then you want to 
exempt handloom-w'oven cloth altopdher even if there b(‘ a deahu' who 
deals in handloom-woven cloth and other arti<*h‘s. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Mr. Hai Chaudhuri's 

amendment would mean this, that if a person sells handlooni cloth 
and also sells any other kind of ^tmds. he will not he exeinpl(‘d. My 
amendment is this, that if he sells handlooin eloth and also sells other 
kinds of p:oods which are not cloth, then he will be exempted. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: I N^ill acee]>t the nmemb 
ment in that form then. 

Sir. I bejr to move that in eoluinn 1 of the Schedule, in item 11, 
for the words “butter and cheese” the words “and milk jinulucts” be 
substituted. 

Sir, wliy should there he an\ j)artiality for butter and cheese and 
not other milk products? If Ooverniueiit intend to exclude butter and 
cheese, they should be prepared to exclude also other milk products 
such as, dahi, curds, ckdnd, etc. Do poorer people use butter, inora 
than dahi or our country folk use che(‘se more tlian r.hdnd? 

Sir, I also bep to move that in columns 1 and 2 of the Sche«lu]e after 
item 18. the following l>e inserted, namely : — 

1 

*‘18A. Fuels (other than coal When sold for domestic con- 
and cote). sumption.” 

* T^e Hon’ble Minister will please note that <‘oke and coal have l>een 
exempted — exempted most probably in the interests of the manufac- 
turers and merchants, but what about the po(»r persons who use other 
kinds of fuel for domestic purposes? If coke and coal stand exempted, 
other kinds of fuel, should also be exempted, because in non-municipal 
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and rural areas people do not use coke and coal so largely for domestic 
purposes, as wood. An amendment has already been tabled to exclude 
gas if used for domestic purp(^es, but that is meant for richer people 
of the metropolis and may well be taxed as an article of luxury. I 
therefore propose that besides coke and coal other kinds of fuel should 
be exempted when they are used for domestic purposes. That is ray. 
argument, Sir, as regards amendment No. 215. 

MTi M0« ABUL FAZLs Sir, I ibeg to move that in the first column 
of the Schedule, after item No. 22, the following new item be added, 
namely : — 

“28. Tobacco including hiri but not cigarettes or cheroots of any 
kind.” 

•Sir, the Hon’ble Minister in his amendment has excluded tobacco, 
but hiri is also an important thing which should have been considered 
by the Hon’ble Minister. Btri is nowadays used by the lower class 
people, cultivators and other poor people, and it is an essential article. 
So, it is just in the fitness of thing.s that this article, namely, fnn, 
should be excluded from the operation of the Bill. 

Mr. 0. GLADDING: Sir, I beg to move that in the Schedule in 
column 1, in item 10, after the words “mustard oil” the comma and 
words “, rape oil and mixtures of mustard and rape oil” be inserted. 

Sir, the ingredient in people’s food which it is intended to exempt 
by item 10 is called mustard oil by ordinary people. But botanicallj 
it is sometimes mustard oil, sometimes rape oil and sometimes a mixture 
both of mustard and rape oil. My amendment would make the entry 
botanically correct and ensure that the object of the entry is not 
frustrated. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I beg to move that 
is column 1 of the Schedule after item 15 the following be inserted, 
namely : — 

“loA. Kerosene oil. 

15B. Tobacco for hookah, 

15C. Matches. 

15D. Quinine and febrifuge. 

15E, Text-books approved for primary schools (Classes I — IV) and 
such aacred books as may be prescribed.” ^ 

Sir, I do not think that it is necessary for me to make any speech. 
Kerosene is largely used by our agriculturists. Tobacco for hookah is 
also somewhat essential for them. (Mr, Sasanka Sekh.ui Saktal: 
Not bin?) No, not 6m, because agriculturists meetly smoke hookah. 
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After all, hiti is so cheap and so easily divisible that I think the amount 
of tax of one pice in a rupee will not be felt in the manufacture of 
and the same quantity of 5m will be sold. Matches have been 
exempted because they are subject to other taxes and the box must 
contain a minimum number of matches. Quinine and febrifuf^e have 
been exempted for obvious reasons and .so also text-books approved for 
primary schools. 

Mft ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: On a pijiiit of information, Sir. 
Will the Hon’ble the Finance Minister kindly eniigliten us whether by 
exempting text-books he intends tliat text-books of all schools, primary 
schools and high schools, will he exempted? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Yes. naturally 

Sir, I also beg to move that in columns 1 and 2 of the Schedule 
after item 21 the following he inserted, namely; — 

“21 A. Coal (ias — 

When sold h\ a (Jas Sujjply Company for consumption — 
by (iovernment or any local authority, 
or 

(5) in respect of an\ industrial undertaking (other than iu 
residential or office premises), 
or 

(r) in any place declared by the Provincial Government to be 
exclusively us<*d for public charity.'' 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 


(After adjournment . ) 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: With reference to the amend- 
ment of the Hon’ble Minister regarding 15E, we are in a dilemma. 
Are we to understand that by “Text-books approved for primary schools 
(Classes 1 — IV) and such sacred books as may be prescribed,” the text- 
books of all schools and colleges are excluded? Here only Classes 1 to 
IV of primary schools are mentioned. So, may I know if the text-books 
o^all schools and colleges are excluded? 

Tht Hon’bM Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: No, they are not 
•Xcluded — only text-books up t<» class IV of primary schools have been 
excluded. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: There is just one thing I would like to mention, 
Mr. Suhrawardy. In your amendment, it is said — ‘Text-books 
approved for primary schools (glasses I — IV).” Now if the same books 
are prescribed as text-books in high schools for their primary classes, 
they will not be excluded. So, the proper thing to do will be to amend 
it as follows: — 

“Text-books approved for primary classes (I — IV).” 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Tes, Sir. 


Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WA8! Sir, I beg to move that in 
column 1 of the Schedule for item No. 19 the following he ‘substituted, 
namely ; — 

“19. Medicine and medicated wines.” 

Sir, 1 find from the Schedule under item No. 19 that the Hon’ble 
Minister is going to exclude from the operations of tliis Bill country 
liquor (including lari and pachwai), potable foreign liquor (including 
medicated wines), gaTija, excise opium (excluding preparation> of 
opium), hhang and rharas. All these arc being excluded from the 
operations of this Bill. It is probably in the mind of the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister that already an excise duty is imposed upon these 
articles. I submit that simply because an excise duty has been imposed 
on these articles, they should not be excluded from the operation of this 
Bill. Let the people who drink liquor, whether count rymade or 
foreign, and who smoke yanja or take opium, pu> higher price for it. 
These are all nesha articles. I do not find any reason why these 
articles should be excluded from the operation of this Bill simply 
because the taxation will raise the price of these articles a little higher. 
Now what I want to substitute in place of these is “Medicine and 
medicated wines.” I find that medicateil wines have already been 
excluded under item No. 19. I suggest that all medicines should be 
excluded from the operation of this Bill. Medicine is being sold at a 
very high price. This high price affects not only the rich people but 
also the poor people. So, medicine ought to be excluded because it is 
an article which is used by all and sundry. If the price of medicine 
is raised (»wiiig to the tax being levied on that, then the poor people 
will be the greatest sufferers. 1 hope that the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister will consider it desirable to look to the interests of ’rthe poor 
people especially in the case of medicine which they take 
only as an ui\trvoidable necessity for the sake of life. It is 
article which deserves to be exempted from the operation of this ‘Bill. 
So, I submit that my amendment is very simple. The intoxicating 
things must be taxed and in their place medicine and medicated wine* 
should be exempted from the operation of this Bill. 
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Witk these few words, I commend my amendment to the acceptance 
of the House. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, 1 heg to move that in 
column 1 of the Schedule, after item 22 the following? he added, 
namely : — 

“23. Tobacco. 

24. Quinine. 

, 25. Coarse wearing eloth. 

2fJ. Coarse blanket. 

27. Kerosene oil.” 

I am glad that after my amemlnuuit the lion hie Minister (Cries of 

“No, no” from the Coalition Benehes). It cannot he refuted. The 
records are there My amendment eame to the offiei‘ nnich earlier. I 
am glad that 1 am able to inject a portion of my wisdom into the 
Hon’ble Minister's brain 

Mr. SPEAKER: What di<l YOU inject — kerosene? 

Mr, SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: So far as tobacco is con- 
cerned, the Hon’ble Minister has taken only a part of it, namely, the 
tobacco for hookah, but he has not excluded tobacco in general. Of 
course, I have already advanced m,\ argument on the (juestion of /uri, 
and I do not like to repeat those arguments lest in the eleventh hour 
of wisdom the Hon’ble Minister might accept that because, after all, 
here is a very good handle, a very good stick to beat them with so far 
as biri is concerned. Kerosene oil has been ex<'luded. 

With regard to coar.se wearing «*loth, my point in proposing this 
amendment w'as that for ordinary poor people among the very few 
necessaries of life wearing cloth is one, and they (annot afford to 
purchase anything but the coarse wearing cloth. I anticipate the 
Hon’ble Minister’s repl> that coarse wearing cloth cannot be defined. 
Coarsene.ss cannot b<" defined or at least has not been defined in the 
Act. Sir, in anticipation nf that argument, I propose to give a reply 
that what a coarse cloth is may be defined under the rule-making power 
and in ihe rules the counts which will determine the coarseness of a 
cloth can be fixed by Government. With the aid of the rule-making 
pbwer, the coarse wearing <loth can thus be defined, and I think it is 
necessary that the coarse wearing cloth should be exempted. That 
applies also to coarse blanket because you know, Sir, in Bengal the 
average property is lota and kambal and a coarse blanket in the chilly 
winter with an empty stomach 
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Mr* SPiAKERs Ton should include halapoik also! (Loud 
laughter.) 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAr'^SANYAL: No, Sir, halaposh cannot 
])p afforded b.\ the poor people Thtr^ are halapo^heft and halaposhes. 

Sir, I would appeal to the Hon^ble Minister to leave the matter of 
coarseness to be defined by the rule-making poviei, and I hope it will 
not be di^eub for him to accept this proposal regarding coarse wearing 
cloth and coarse blanket. 

Mr. C. W. MILES: Mr. Speaker, Sir, may I hare your kind 
permission to move an amendment for the exemption of newspapers? 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: In view of your previous 
ruling, Sir, 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not going to ask hini to move amendment 
No. 227, but he mav move onl> for the exclusion of newspapers. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: 1 think we have our own 
amendments wdiich include new'sj)aper'. also 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, 1 do not think so; but even if it be there, 
there can be no objection to his moving an amendment only for the 
exemption of new'spapers. 

Mr. C. W. MILES: Sir, the position of the newspapers at the 
present moment is well knowm, and it is practically impossible for them 
to pass on the tax to the consumer for obvious reasons. I therefore beg 
to move that in column 1 of the Schedule after item 22, the following 
item be added, namely: — 

‘*2d. Newspapers." 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY; Sir, I beg to move that 
in the Schedule after item No. 22. the iollowdng new items be added, 
namely : — 

“2d. Ghee (of cow and buffalo). 

24. Text-books, prize books, library books, English, Bengali, 
Urdu, Hindi, Persian, Arabic, Sanskrit, etc. 

26. Piece-goods (dhoti and sari). 

26. Tobacco (raw and manufactured bin, cigar, etc.).” 

Sir, with regard to ghee^ it is used both by the rich and the poor 
alike, and it ought to have been excluded. 
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Witii regard to text-books, you, Sir, as the Vice-Chancellor of the 
Calcutta University, know very well that every year the text-books of 
primary and Becondar>^ schools and also of colleges are changed. I do 
not know for whose interest this is done. It may be in the interest of 
the University or of the Text-Book Committee, the majority of the 
members of which committee belong to the Coalition Party. You can 
quite well realise the difficulty of the guardians in purchasing the text- 
books for their w^ards. The Hon’ble Minister has exempted books 
intended for primary schools. What is his reason, Sir, not to exclude 
books required for secondary and higher education!^ I have suggested 
the exemption of text-books, prize books and library books, written in 
English, Bengali, Urdu, Hindi. Persian, Arabic, Sanskrit, etc. 

Sir, tins demand of mine that text-books for all stages of education, 
primary, secondary and higher, prize books recommended by the Text- 
Book i.\)mmittee and alsi> library books should be exemptetl, is a very 
reasonable one. 

As regards piece-goods, I do not want t(» repeat the arguments already 
put forward by some of the honourable members who have s})oken 
before me. 1 want only to submit that this is a commodity which is 
as much a necessity for the poor as it is for the rich, and that therefore 
it should be exempted. 

With regard to tobacco. Sir. the Hon’hle Minister has exempted 
tobacco for the hookah. When he has done that, 1 cannot understand 
why be has not excluded bin as well. If a percentage is taken, 
particularly in Calcutta, you will find that Oo per cent, of the poor 
people smoke biri. Hookah is generally used in the mufassul, but 
there also it is being substituted by biri nowadays. Therefore, Sir, it 
would be in the fitness of things if along with the tobacco for the hookah 
the tobacco for the bin is exempted as w’ell. 

I have two other motions. Sir — amendments Nos. and 


Mr. SPEAKER: They are not in onler. 

Mr. MAQBUL H088AIN: Sir, I beg to move that after item 
No. 22 in column 1 of the Schedule, the following be added, namely: — 

* “2t3. Tobacco. 

24. * Cloths (cotton). 

2o. Spices. 

20. Utnbrella. 

27. Books. 

28. Paper. 
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29. Kerosene oil. 

80. Bamboos. 

81. Jute (raw). 

32. Thatching straw. 

Sales Tax Bill passed ^Tl ?? (Tit 

'®it3Rn w:^ i (ttsIct tax 

(Tl '3f?l 

SlA I '®(lc<nl<i) (7f 5TC^ ^5t?1 

^ ^ 7^ <i|^ tax il7 C^ ^ ^fiius 7^t7 

I oq^ ^ 1^ TTOltr ^ 7TrtT7 

W7T 7#t7'®5T 77i^f?T7 7^7kf7 1 Bill TtTklJ passed 

71 77 OTW7T 'Tift STI^ ^f^f| I 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Sir, I beg to move that in column 
1 of the Schedule, after item 22, the following new item be added, 
namely : — 

“28. Ooarse clotlis {d/niti, stin, lunyi, yamcha, longclotli, vhit 
cloth and rruirkin fdoth) of 22 to 40 counts yarn.” 

Sir, in moving this amendment I beg to submit at the outset that 
persomilly speaking T was opfM)sed to the very principle of General 
Sales Tax. I was always for exploring other avenues for taxing the 
upper ten thousand. Sir, it is the recognised principle of democracy 
that the burden of taxation should not l>e impo.sed on such persons who 
are altogether incapable of bearing the burden f)f any tax. In fact, 
the Government also have re(X)gnised this principle by adding e 
Schedule to the Act, .showing articles of necessiiries of daily food as 
exempted from the tax so that the |M)orest clas.s of people may not be 
hit by the tax. But, Sir, in order to Iw logical and consistent, just 
after the articles of food which are absolutely necessary for human 
life the Government should have added at least coarse cloth, as cloth 
comes next to food iti the items of absolute necevssaries of life. At 
the moment I do not want exemption of silk cloth or cloths of higher 
value generally worn by /icher people. Sir, my amendment seeks to 
remove this defect, and I think it will be against principle, logic and 
oonsistency not to accept my simple amendment. Sir, indirect tax on 
sales of cloths of all kinds, unless exception is made in favour of (xvarse 
cloth generally worn by the p(X)rest of the people, will have the effect 
of hitting the poorest of the poor, half-starving cultivator, day 
labourer, the indigents, the beggars and even those who cannot afford 
to pay for the hafan^ the cloth for burial. It will hit people who are 
incapable of bearing the union rate of even six annas only a year. 



1941.1 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


m 


Sir, will it not be inhuman to realise a tax, however indirectly, from 
such half •starving’ peopled It will amount to taking away stealthily 
one or two morsels of food from the dishes of a poor blind man. 

Sir, with all the emphasis that I can command I would appeal to 
the Hon^ble Finance Minister who is acquainted with the rural condi- 
tion to see his way to accept the amendment and thereby to remove 
the said defect in the Bill. I also appeal to the Hon’ble the (-hief 
Minister who unfortunately is not present here but who, I know, 
really feels for the poor and also knows the intensity and ac'uteness of 
poverty among our people, to save us from the impending sin that we 
are going to commit. 

With these words, Sir, I command my motion tor the acceptance of 
the House. 

Mr, C. W. MILES: Is the honourable member aware tliat 22 to 
40 counts yarn is not used for the manufacture of coarse cloth, but that 
there are much lower counts which are most extensively used for such 
cloth ? 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, I beg U> move that the 
following he added after item 22 in the Schedule, namtdy : — 

“2'h Paper.” 

Sir, 1 would like to draa the attention of the members of the 
Coalition Party to m\ amendment. By my amendment I want to 
exclude paper from the operation of this Bill. The Hon ’hie the 
Finance Minister, i)robabh at the instance of the memberh ot the 
Coalition Party, has excluded from the operation ot this Bill sacred 
books including the Koran. (1’he HoiPble Mr. II. S. Suhhawahdv : 
And the (hta\ The (rtto may also he excluded!) The Gita will take 
care of itself, but I am talking of the religioiw books for which you 
have accepted the suggestion of the members of the (Coalition Party. 
If paper is not excluded, the Koran, the sacred book, will be indirectly 
taxed, because it is made up of paper which will be taxed. So it will 
increase the price of the sacred book Koran also. If this fact does not 
open the eyes of the members of the Coalition Party, then 1 shall feel 
myself absolutely hopeless. If they want sacred books like the Koran 
to be free from taxation under this Bill, they should support my 
amendment for excluding paper from the (^eration of the Bill. 

Mauivi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Sir, I want t4) Huppf>rt amend- 
ment No. 224 moved by my honourable friend Mr. Abul FazL 
* In this connection I beg to remind the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
that Government is altering their ar(*epied prim iple of taxation with 
mgard to certain articles. In 1937 when this Government came into 
power, there was taxation on tobacco. On our persistent demand, Gov- 
ernment was then^ compelled to withdraw that taxation. Now, again 
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Government is imposing taxation on tobacco in an indirect way, i.e., 
through the Sales Tax. The Finance Minister fortunately has excluded 
tobacco for ttookah on the assumption that the agriculturists generally 
use that kind of tobacco. But I would very humbly draw his atten- 
tion to the fact that agriculturists are not the only poor people in this 
province. In the towns also there are poor people or even people 
poorer than the agriculturists themselves — I mean the labour section 
of the population. If the Hon’ble the Finance Minister now goes to 
the labour areas, he will find tliat tobacco for hookah is not used there, 
because the preparation of that kind of tobacco requires a good deal 
of time and so these unfortunate people have taken to bin. At tiie 
same time, Sir, I must remind him that in the towns there are not only 
the factory workers, but there are petty shoi)-keepers and poor people 
who live on selling and prej)aring birin. If taxation is imposed on bin 
tobacco, these poor people will be very hard hit. Therefore, Sir, I 
would very humbly implore him to exclude this commodity, namely, 
tobacco for bm, and the manufacture itself. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, 1 would like to .support the 
exemption of paper. Perhaps the Hon’ble the Finance Minister is 
aware of the fact froui his budget calculati<»nK that it is because of the 
high price of paper that he had to jiray for the deficit to be compensated. 
Now, Sir, those who are interested in this affair know that to-day in 
the printing line proof paper is not available. The best kind of art 
paper is not available in the market. Whatever paper is in stock in 
the Calcutta market, the price thereof has gone up abnormally high. 
The Hon’ble the Finance Minister will be surprised to learn that there 
are art papers, tlie price of which ha.H gone up by four times more than 
W'hat it was in the pre-war days. The cost of hank paper — I mean the 
letter pa[)er that we commonly use — has gone up by two and a half 
times. The price of ordinary paper, ordinarily used for text-books, 
has gone up by two and a half times and .sometimes two times more than 
the pre-war time. Messrs. Heilgers and Company who have enjoyed 
protection for the last so many years are taking an undue advantage of 
the stoppage of foreign j)aper due to the war and they have increased 
the price ahnonnally; and to-day we who suffered for this proteetion 
once are being taxed twitHi! on account of the increa.sed price. Now, if 
the Hon ’hie the Finance Minister does not exempt paper from the 
operation of the Sales Tax, it would mean that we, the consumers, will 
be taxed thrice. May I draw the attention of the Finance Minister to 
this fact and request him to consider this stern reality, namely, that * 
even Government will have to pay a heavy amount unless they exempt 
paper from the operation of this Sales Tax Bill. On an averag;p, I 
think it will be no exaggeration to say that Government will have to 
pay at least Rs. 2 lakhs more on account of paper simply because of 
thia Sales Tax> At least in tbeir own interests Giey should look into 
the matter serionslyi. 
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Thtf&t Sir, I would like to draw the attention of the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister to another fact. He has very kindly — if he hae kind^ 
ness at all— exempted the text-books up to Class III or IV in primary 
schools from the Sales Tax, but if you do not exempt paper, what is 
the use of exempting the text-books!^ The extra cost of paper is there. 
You are reducing it to some extent ; you are giving relief to those poor 
students to some extent no doubt, but so long as you do not exempt 
paper you do not relieve those students and particularly the poor 
students ^ho after their promotion cannot afford to purchase books and 
for want of books. they have got to suspend their studies for life. 
Perhaps the Hon’ble the Finance Minister does not know the stern 
fact that in the villages tliere are schoidboys who in due course pass 
their examinations but cannot afford to ]>ur(*haHe the books f 4 ir the new 
classes and as such their studies are sto]>ped and they cannot proceed 
with their education further. I think that the members of the Coali- 
tion Party who are acquainted with these facts and figures in the 
villages and who know that so many poor boys cannot afford to continue 
their studies simply for want of new books will at least feel what a 
painful necessity it is for the students to purchase new' books. Now, 
Sir, if paper is not exempted from the Sales Tax, I do not tliink that 
simply the provision of text-books up to Class TIT or IV of primary 
schools will sufficiently hel]» tliem to prosecute their studies. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, will you pUse allow 
Mr. Zaman to say a few words^ Tie has not spoken at all on this Bill 
so far. 

Mr. 8PEAKER* As a special case, I allow it. I hope he will 
be very short. 

Mr« ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI. May 1 rise to a point of order, 
Sir? Is it allowed to a member to recommend to you that X, Y or Z. 
should speak? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: He i.s the whip of the party. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI. Is he the whip inside the House 
also? 

*Mr. SPEAKER: Of OOXLTHe. 

% 

^Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN : 'srtWTf Sales Tax Bill ^ 0^ 0 54 1 

^ ^ ^ \ 

^ #r ’nci vn 

^8¥lf ftf't Wh Fkiaiioe Minister Labour and 

Oommeroe Minister. ^ 
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Mr. SPEAKER : Maj I tell you that this is not the third reading. 
Please discusi the question of exclusion of kerosene and tobacco. Do not 
discuss the Ministry. ^ 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN : ^ ”Rr«f 

^ c*rQ^i ?? ^ I fePr 
ffft, ^ ^ ^ ftijt '9 

fepT tax ^■dhh ^TWl I 

(?rc^ I til? f^, ^ 

^ C 7 f^ !![ 1 w ^ ^ 4 "*^ 

c-^tcbs^^ ^ (TitYi ^1 tilt "nj? 

irn I ^ m ^ ^ 

^ 44^ I *>14^ ^ I 4<Tf% 

^ ’Tt^ 

^rtRm ?:’sr‘tOT ?FfeTc^ i mPo 

C^, <(tll ^rf3Rlr^ ^1 (A Coalition Member : 

(M^ btSTtCJW l) ^smc^T?!^ ^Tt^ C^ ^ 

COT ^1 — 

Mr. SPEAKER : As an exceptional case, 1 have allowed you. 
Please do not go to other issues. 


Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN : COTUS cn ^ ^5T5t? 

C^^ 9 Gl hl^l (7T? 'Sf’^ til^ ^ 

(TIOT to ?r^to tax VltU^ ^ C5t^ I 

5<t?r9 tax I ft?n yr^RTH cot cotot 

tax ?POT1 C5tC5^ I ’OT*! ’*FTOI C^ (R C^^ ^ fOT 

^ fOT ^ C^r^ ^ ’ttc^ I ^tCTN^ I 

toN C^OT «lrt?l to Iot fOTRl (?FOT C?OTX 3 ctwi c^ 

*fR OT OT C^FW*f, ?tto ?rqf% *fR^ (?TC^ I fto 

Finance Minister^? (noise) 

Mr. SPEAKER : Will you please sit down. 

Mr. A. M; A. ZAMAN : ^ C^tftf ^ ^ 

Coalition Member c^ request cftf ’fWOT 

NRT lltC^ a, '9 5^ tax Srt C^ CS& Y4*<t I ( A 

Coalition Member : ’It^l) 
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Tlli N^n’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I will take up the 

ameudukjents one by one for consideration. 

Amendment No. 200 which stands in the name of Mr. Nalini 
Banjan Sarker has been moved by me, and I accept it. 

Amendment No. 201, moved bj^ Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri, 
regarding? cakes, pastries and swt^tmeats, does no1 fall under the 
category of exemptions on basis of which we have included only such 
articles as are necessities and are largely used by the poor people of 
this province. I see no reason why those who can afford to buy 
rashamalm and lihimwhan should not be ahl<‘ to pay out* pice in the 
rupee extra for that indulgeiUT. All that it will mean will he that 
perhaj)s the size of the rasha/foUa or rashamalai will be reduced bv 
one-hundredth part. That is all that will hapjxMJ and the jirice will 
continue to remain the same. (Rai Harkndra NAtu Chaudhuri: 
Please don’t misrepresent things.) 

Amendment No. 204-207 regarding rape oil and mixtures of mustard 
and rape oil, I accept. It is obvious that that was an omission 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Is it for the purpose of 
adulteration ? 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY. No, not for adultera- 
tion. But they are mixed together. 

“Milk products” in amendment No. 209 is too vague a term and 
mostly milk products apart from butter and cheese are used by the 
wealthier .section of the peoj)le. 

Regarding amendment No. 211, I have accepted tfie amendment so 
far as handloom-woven cloth is concerned, provided it is sold by j)er8on8 
who do not sell cloth of any other variety. 

Then there is amendment No. 212 in which the word “Schools” 
should be deleted from 15E, the item reading thus — “15E. Text-books 
approved for primary classes (I to IV) and sucih sacred hooks as may 
be prescribed. ” I accept it. 

Amendment No. 215 raisers a principle which I am not willing to 
accept, namely, classifying an article. It will be impossible for any- 
one to ascertain when fuel is being purchased for industrial consumption 
and when for domestic consumption. I therefore cannot accept it. 

The implication of amendment No. 218 is that country liquor and 
similar articles should not escape this taxation. Sir, it is not out of 
any, love for country liquor or even for foreign liquor that I have 
exempted il from this taxation. I have no partiality for either, nor 
for ganja, nor for opium. The reason why these have been exempted, 
particularly with regard to country liquor, is that these are excisable 
articles and the prjees of these commodities are controlled. They have 



400 GOVERNMENT BILL. [Gth March, 

to be sold at a certain price and they have to be of a certain strength. 
It will be impossible for the excise vendor who has a licence from Gov- 
ernment to charge a higher j^rice. Now, if we want to derive more 
revenue from these articles, I think a small tax of 1 pice in the rupee 
or l’,6 per cent, is ridiculous. As I have already said, Sir, it is 
insulting to tax foreign liquor and country liquor at 1*5 per cent. 
This is also one of the taxes which I have in mind to bring in at a 
later stage when we are in need of replenishing our revenue. 

As regards amendment No. 221, namely, the exemption of coal gas, 
it is my amendment on which I need not say much. 

Now, Sir, I come to the controversial subject of hiri. I have 
excluded tobacoo smoked in hookah^ because that is a real necessity of 
our cultivators. , But hiri is not a necessity. It has been pointed out 
that the labouring classes smoke but the time is soon coming when 
the smoking of bin will not be confined to the labouring classes alone, 
but some of the richer and middle class people will take to it. I am 
informed that the price of cigarettes like 555 has gone up to such a 
tremendous extent that many persons who hitherto indulged in them 
will take to smoking hiri. Therefore, Sir, it is an item which, in my 
opinion, cannot be overlooked. Moreover, if a labourer is rich enough 
to buy hiri worth one rupee, I am sure he is able to pay a tax of one 
pice for it. It is a tax which can easily l>e passed on and can easily be 
accommodated at the time of selling the hiri. 

Then, Sir, I come to amendment No. 225 of Mr. Sasanka Sekhar 
Sanyal which partly resembles the amendment moved by Mr. Abdul 
Wahab Khan and the purpose of which is mainly to exclude coarse 
cloth. This is an amendment, Sir, with which I have every sympathy, 
but not because it has been brought in by the Opposition. And in 
this connection I would like to say a word about the claims which 
are often put forward by the Opposition that the enactments of Gov- 
ernment are really inspired by the Opposition and that they are res- 
ponsible for them. And they are not prepared to give any credit 
whatsoever to the Coalition Party in consultation with which I have 
excluded certain items. After all, it is a part of a political game 
for them to lay claim to the various pieces of legislation and such 
other things which this Ministry has had the honour to give effect 
to during the last four years- 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: From which side of the 
House did he get the idea of exempting quinine? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: If my friend wishes to 
know the secret of it, I may tell him that as regards all these amend- 
ments, I was certainly not moved by any of the amendments moved by 
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tli€ Opposition, even if they were made on the floor of the House, 
But if actually I have accepted any of them, that has been done 
after consultation with my party. 

Now, Sir, let me come back to the subject of coarse cloth which 
has given me considerable anxiety. I have tried to classify and 
exempt some such cloth as is usually worn by the poorer section of 
our people, but it has been found impossible to find out how to classify 
it. We have examined various methods — the scientific method of 
counts, price method — price by square feet and scjuare yards, etc., 
and I find that we cannot possibly do it. If we try to make any 
such attempt, I think it will lead to evasions which it will not be 
possible for us to detect, and if we do really desire to take steps to 
detect those evasions, we shall have to keep such a huge staff of 
inspectors and watchers that the money that we hope to get from the 
Sales Tax will all he swallowed up in establishment. What we propose 
therefore to do is to set apart an adequate amount annually out of 
the proceeds of the Sales Tax for the relief of the poorer section 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Howy 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: There is an Ad which 
has been recently enacted which aims at crealing poor tundh in the 
various union areas, and in all jirobability we shall subsidize this 
poor fund so that th(‘ poor people in various unions may gel relief 
from this fund. There is no other wa\ by which we can return the 
money to the poor people. As a matter of fuel, after taking an a<‘eount 
of the amount of cloth which is purvhased l)y an ordinary agriculturist 
family, we have found that the amount of the tax that will fall on 
them will be very, very small indee<l, and T hope this scheiiu* of plaeing 
an adequate amount for the relief of the )n)on*r section w’ill 
satisfy the ordinary canons of taxation, namely, that (Govern- 
ment will take money fnuii those who <an allord it and 
return it to those who <aniiot pay I wmild lheref(»re request my 
friend, Maulvi Abdul Wahah Khan, to withdraw the amendment that 
he has moved. Similarly, T would make a request, of course, w’itb 
lesser hope, to Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal, to withdraw his amend- 
i^nt No. 225 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: I am sorry I cannot do tliat. 

The Hoil’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: As regards newspapers, 
we have found from the representations received by us that it will be 
impossible at the present stage for the newspajiers to pass on the tax 
to the consumers.^ They have already brought down their size and 



m 


OOVEBNfiENT BILL, 


[Gth March, 


eolumns to dimensions which cannot be reduced further. Moreover, 
the amount of money which is likely to be collected from this source 
will not be above Rs. .*10,000 which we can afford to give up. 

As regards Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemy’s amendment, it deals with 
a number of items some of which I have already disposed of. As 
regards the exemption of text-books, I do not think there is any justi- 
fication for it. And, Sir, from the manner of his speech, I do not 
think that he moved his amendment in all seriousness, and I could 
not hear much of what he said. 

Then comes amendment No. 2d2 regarding paper. It has been 
thrown out to the Coalition Party memlxjrs thaLyour Koran and Gita 
are going to he exempted, hut if paper is taxed, they will not, in fact, 
be exempted. The printers and publishers are in the categor>^ of 
manufacturers, and if their tunmver happens to be more than 
Rs. 10,000 a year, they will get that paper tax-free. Therefore, the 
publishers of text-hooks and others who have a turnover of more than 
Bs. 10,000 — and T am not aware of any reputable publisher whose 
turnover is lest than Rs- 10,000--will get paper tax-free. The paper 
that will be taxed will be ordinary writing paper 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: AVhat alxmt the printer? Is 
he a manufacturer? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. I have not yet known any one 
who can define, after hearing the first sentence, what the second is 
going to be. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Now, Sir, a printer is 
one who simply prints and he will not have to buy the paper. But 
if a printer lias to buy the paper and print, if he really purchases more 
than Rs. 10,000 worth of paper, he will come under the 
category of manufacturer. In that case, a registration certi- 
ficate will be given and purchase of paper by him will be 
exempted. Consequently, my friends need not have any fear that the 
Koran and the GiUi will be taxed. 

I now come to the more comprehensive amendment of Mr. Maqbui 
Hossain. He has mentioned several articles some of which I have 
already dealt with. He has mentioned bamboos and thatching straW, 
but I am not aware that they are sold by any big shop and cannot be 
purchased in a small shop. With regard to cotton cloths, gamchas 
and such other Articles as are handloom-woven and are the products ^of 
cottage industries can always escape taxation if they wish to do so. 
For instance, if these articles are sold in a hat or in a local basar and 
are not sold in shops, then they will escape taxation. Practically 
taxation will only devolve upon certain articles whjich come to towns. 
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If tli«y are sold to alxops whose turnover is less than Rs, 50,UU0, then 
they will escape taxatioiv* If they sell them to shops whose turnover 
is more than Rs. 50,000, in that case those articles Will- be subject to 
a tax of one pice in a rupee. I think, Sir, on the whole hi#? shops will 
be able to sell at a price less than what a small shop will charge. 

Sir, I think I have disposed of all the amendmctits, and 1 would 
request Mr. Abdul Wahab Eban to withdraw his amendment. 

Mr. HIHf^REHDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR; Did we hmr the 

rion’ble Minister to say that if the worker is rich enougli to buy a pice 
worth of bin is a ground for not agreeing to bin being exempted from 
taxation ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: What I said was that 
if a worker is ri( h enough to buy one rupee worth ot bin and nol one 
pice worth of bin, he can afford to pay one pice as tux. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 take it. thereiore. that \ou are accepting 
amendment No, 204? Is not that so? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Suhrawardy, do you accept the amendment 
of Mr. Rai Chaudhuri, No. 211, where he suggests the insertion of the 
words, “handloom-woven cloth when s(dd hf a person who does not 
deal in any other kinds of cloth” in place of the word ‘Tarn”? 

The Hoii’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No. Sir, this will be 
another item altogether and not u substitution. It is in addition to 
the item “Y'arii’’. We will have in eoluinn 1 “handlooin-W(»ven (doth,** 
and then in the next column 2 “when sold by a dealer who does not 
sell any other kinds of cloth.” 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Yes, Sir, I mcept the 
amendment in that form. 

Mr. •'SPEAKER: I take it then Rai Horendra Nath Chaudhuri’s 
amendment stands in this form as a shorUnotice amendment, namely : — 

WhAi in columns 1 and 2 of the Schedule, after item 15, the follow- 
ing be inserted, namely: — 

“15A(1). Handloom-woven cloth when sold by a dealer who dooi 
not sell any other ^kinda of cloth.” 



m GOVERNMENT BILL. fern March, 

Then, ' Mr. Suhra^ardy, I think you accept the ^following amend* 
menta, namely, Nos- 200, 204, Mr. Rai Oht^dhuri’s new amendment 
in place of 2H, 212, 221 and 227. 

The Hon’bla Mr. H. $. SUHRAWARDY: Yes, Sir. 

The motion of the Hon'ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy that in column 1 
^of the Schedule the word “grown in India or Burma,” in lines 1-2 of 
item 1, he omitted, was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of Mr. 1). Gladding that in the Schedule in column 1, 
in item 10, after the words “Mustard oil” the comma and words.”, 
rape oil and mixtures of mustard and rape oil” be inserted, was then 
put and agreed to. 

The motion of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that in column 1 of 
the Schedule, in item 15, for the word “Yarn” the following words 
be substituted, namely: — 

“Cotton, cotton yarn, and any cloth woven on liandlooms and sold 
by persons dealing exclusively in such cloth”, 

was then put and lost. 

.The short-notice motion of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that in 
columns 1 and 2 of the Schedule, after item 15, the following be 
. Inserted, namely : — 

“16A(7). Handloom-woven cloth when sold by a dealer who does 
not sell any other kinds of cloth,” 

was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of the Hon’ble- Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy as amended 
that in column l-of the .Schedule after item 15 the following be 
inserted, namely: — 


“16A. 

Kerosene oil. 


16B. 

Tobacco for ho(*lcah. 


15C. 

0 

Matches. 


15D. 

Quinine and febrifuge. 


15E. 

Text-books approved for primary classes (I — IV) 
sacred books as may be prescribed/* 

and such 

was then 

put and agreed to. 
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Tks. motion o{#tho Hbulle Mr. H. S. Suiirawardy flmt in columns 
1 ani 2 of the Schedule after item 21 the following he inserted, 
namely: — . 

“21A. Coal Gas— . 

When sold hy a Gas Supply Company for ronsumption — 

(a) by Government or any loeal authority, 

or 

(h) in respect of any industrial , undertaking (other than in 
residential or office premises), 

or 

(c) in any place declared by the Provincial Govermnent to be 
exclusively used for puhlie (diarity,” 

was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of Mr. C. W. Miles that in eolumn M) of the Schedule, 
after item 22, the following item he added, nameh : — 

*‘23. Newspapers,” 
was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then cojne the amendments of Mr. Rai 
Chaudhuri’s group, namely. Nos. 201, 209 and 215. Amendment 
No. 201 relates to “other than cakes, pastries and sweetmeats,” 
No. 209 relates to “milk products” and No. 215 relates to fuel. 

Mf. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, there is a great deal of 
difference, because there may be some grounds for members of the 
Coalition Party not to support amendments Noe. 201 and 209, but 
members of other parties might support them. 

'f 

Mr. 8PEAKER. I think that it is only fair that I should try to 
minimise unnecessary labour. That is why I think that these amend- 
ments should be put together. 

• • 

, ■ . 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAI^S Sir, are you putting the 
ttnendments on the basis of persons who are moving them or on the 
basih of the subject-matter? 

Mr. 8FEAKER: On the basis of the subject-matter. 
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Mr. SAiANKA 8EKHAR tANYAL: Sir, we are anxioiu to 
expedite the matter, but if time is the sole criterion, that will defeat 
the purpose of the whole discussion. At the time of putting the 
motions to vote, we implore you. Sir, to put No. 215 separately. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH* CHAUDHURI: Sir, members of the 
Kris^ak Proja Party may not be induced to accept one amendment, 
but they may feel inclined to accept another. For instance, they may 
support my amendment about fuel. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then the only alternative would be that the rules 
will have to be changed. I have already allowed separate discussion 
on each amendment. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, the rules are framed 
only to formulate the expedition of business consistent with the 
necessity of discussion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We should accept the parliamentary model, 
namely, that unless actual substitution is indicated, the whole thing 
will have to be put as an amendment to the Schedule itself. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, we do not like to start 
a wrangle wdth you so far us the discussion is concerned. We have 
accommodated the House by moving all our amendments under one 
particular name and concentrating our discussion on it, but so fur as 
the voting is concerned, 1 hoj)e that you will kindly respect the desire 
of the Opposition to have separate voting. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then it should be a lesson for the future that 
amendments can be moved only to the Schedule as a whole. You 
have got to take the Schedule as it stands. Let us be consistent. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Sir, by this time we could 
have finished two divisions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, no. Each division takes about 10 minutes. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: In anV case, Sir, fe want 
that amendment No. 215 about fuel should stand apart. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In that case, I may tell you frankly that hecAuaa 
so far you have given me the facility of considering whether correc- 
tions should be allowed, I have permitted it, but the correct 
parliamentary form in future would be that you have to move all your 
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amendments to the Schedule as a whole. I hope that you will 
appreciate my diflSculty. I have never stood in the way of discussion. 
I have always tried to help you. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL! Sir, you have been a 
perliamentarian for a very long time. I think you will appreciate the 
desire of the Opposition to have a different classification. T ani not 
objecting to amendments Nos. 201 and 209. T am merely re))eating 
the request to have separate voting on amendment No. 215. 

' Mr. 8PEAICER: 1 do not feel comfortable over this. The only 
alternative would be to (*onform to the parliamentary model that when 
you give amendments to the Schedule, you give amendments to the 
Schedule as a whole. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, if you want 1o force us 
to a particular form, we are helpless. We are only insisting on some 
fundamental principle. 

Mr. C. W. MILE8: Sir, as much as we <leprecate the waste of time 
that comes from the other side of the House 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR! That must be 
withdrawn — T mean the expression “waste of time.’' 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: We an> no intriguing 
party. We do not carry on by intrigue. \\ e speak out our views. 

Mr. C. W. MILE8: Sir, may I please 1 m- listened ioY May 1 
repeat what I said? As much as we deprecate the w-aste ot time from 
that side of the House (Congress), I personally think that each 
amendment, unless it is correlated to some other amendment, should 
be taken up on its merits. Now, (to Congress) why interrupt meP 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: I thank Mr. Miles for the 
last part of his observation, hut I do not congratulate him on his first 
part. Had he been in his own country, he would not have made the 
rqpiark he did against an honourable member in the l*arl lament. He 

is taking advantage of his position. 

. 

/ 

# Mr. 8PEAKER: I am not going to take my views either from this 
side^or that side of the Bouse. I say I may be wrong, but 1 am not 
prepared to take my views from any side, though 1 always give 
weight to both side arguments. I have so long permitted the Houee 
to put amendments to every line, to every sentence and to every item 
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in the list. That was because at certain stages, in the interests of 
the House, the House desired that they could be congregated. But if 
you do not allow me to congregate which gives you full opportunity 
to record and register your decision, then the only alternative left to 
me would be that in future I will have to take the Schedule by itself. 
Here is no question of compromise. 

Mfi 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, I have one submission 
to make. You will kindly pardon me for it. We wanted to expedite 
the business of the House; for example, we did not have our speeches 
on individual amendments, one after another. A member who had 
more than one amendment readily consented to your desire to speak 
on different amendments together after having moved them formally. 
Why did we do so? Because we wanted to avoid the waste of time. 
Sir, we are certainly going to abide by your desire in the matter of 
congregation of certain amendments which are correlated, but in 
respect of others which are not correlated, I hope, you will in return 
respect our wishes. 

Mr. 8PEAKER • I am afraid T cannot be incionsistent to myself 
in the matter of congregation. There are certain amendments which 
1 think should he congregated, but which you think cannot ’ be 
congregated. For example, I do not think there is any affinity between 
cakes, pastry and milk products. So, the only alternative left to me 
is that in future T will have to take the Schedule by itself and allow 
the discussion only on that basis. 

The motion of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that in column 1 of 
the Schedule in item 7, the following words be omitted, viz. — 

‘*other than cakes, pastries and sweetmeats,'' 
was then put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYCI—Sa. 


ANiil NakMiH, Mr. 

AMal WalMS, MMhri. 

All NMMla •arfcar, Mailvi. 

AHl mi, Mr. Mi. 

AttaiiMli AhM«i, Mr. 

•aiMrll, Mr. •atya rrlya. 

•iMi, Mr. faalaal Kanar. 
Mawaa. Mr. SaraNra lalk. 

•aaa, Mr. taral Olaaira. 

•kaNlari, Aal NariMra NiMi. 
Om iaH KlaiaMra Natl. 

Matli Aapta, Mlaa Mifi.' 

Oalla Manniar, Mr. Nlkaraaia. 
laiteial Nasaa, Kaai. 
mrnt, Mr. Alai RHUaa. 

HaaaMla AUMi, Mr. 

Naaaa AH Haari l a t f, Mr. Ifti. 
MiMaNIa M aaNawy, Mr. tyaH. 


iaaal All Malaaiiar, Maahrl. 

Kaaiar, Mr. Atal Olaaira. 

Kaaia, Mr. Niilltia Nall. 

Mall, Mr. Aiwaila Kaaiar. 

MajBMiar, Mra HtaMfrawa. 

Maaial, Mr. Jaftaira NaM. 
Maairvnaaiaa IMaaialail, Maateaa Mi. 
Maalai Haaaia, Mr. 

Naaalar All, Mr. lyai. 

NaailiaiiHi Alarai, Mr. 

Nay, Mr. Olara Olaaira. 

Nay, Mr. HaaaMMa NaM. 

Oaayal, Mr. taaaaka Oaklar. 
laMar, Mr. NaNal taalaa. 

•aa, Mr. Atal O la air a . 

Walar Kalaua^ MaaM. 

XaMM. Mr. A. M. A. 
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AM«I tlati. m. Etna- 

am«i mm> iir- •yN. 

AMttI Waftife KhM. Mr. 

AMvr RtliinUf Kbaa RaiMMar A. F. N. 

^ar RahaMa Mr. 

iU4ar Ratkaac Maahri Mtf. 

AMal Matalaa MaHk. Dr. 

AMar Raaf, Kbaa iabatfar Ibah. 

Abtfaa Ibabaak. Maahri Mk. 

Abal Hatbiai. Maahri. 

Abal Haaaia AbaMk. Mr. 

AMI Qaaaaai, Maalvi. 

AbaMi Ali Mrikab, Maalvi. 

ARaiaMhi Abaiak, Kbaa Rabaiar Naulvi. 
Asbrafali, Mr. M. 

Aalatf Naaaala Kbaa. Kbaa Rababar Maalv . 
Rabrabbaja. Nr. &yab. 

RalhHart, Niaa F. R. 

RIrhaifra, Sir Haary, Rart. 

CMppaMaif. Nr. b. W. 
dark. Nr. I. A. 

Farbab Raaa Obawbabry. Nr. N. 

Farhat Raa# Kbaaaai. Ragaai. 

Failai Qaabir, Kbaa Rababar Naaivi. 

Faiiar Rabaiaa, Nr. (Dacca). 

FaNar Rabaiaa, Nr. (Nyiaaatiagh). 

RIabblai. Nr. D. 

RaaMi, Nr. I. A. 

RriMtbi. Nr. C. 

Ryaaabbia Abaiab Obaabbary, AlbabJ. 
HaMbaHab, tba Haa’bia Nawab Rababar K.. al 

HaaiMabbia Abaiab, Kbaa labib. 

Haabaai Ali Kbaa, Kbaa Rababar Naaivi. 
Naalaa Narcbab. Nra., N. R. I. 
Hataaiallybaaiabar, Kbaa tabib Naaivi. 
Hawkiaga, Nr. R. b. 

Maabry, Nr. DavM. 

Haywaab, Nr. Ragan. 

Hirtial. Nr. N. A. F. 

balalabbia. Abaiab, Kbaa Rababar. Naaivi. 
Kabirabbla Kbaa, Kbaa Rababar Naahri. 

Kactai Ali NIrva, tabibiaba Kawaa ba Syab. 


Kaaaaby, Mr. I. R. 

McRragar, Nr. R. R. 

MaRiabbia Abiaab, Dr. 

Magalra, Nr. L. T. 

Maabal, Nr.bagat Obaabra. 

Naairabbia Akbaab. Maalvi. 

. * yw 

MabaiaaiM Ali. Kbaa Rababar. 

Nargaa, Mr. R., 0. 1. E. 

Maahai Ali McHab, Maahri M. 

Naaaaiai#l Hag, Naaivi Mb. 

Nabaaiaiab Atial. Kbaa Rababar Naaivi lyvb. 
Mabamaiab labagaa, Naahri. 

Nabaaiaiab HraU. Maahri. 

Nabaaiaiab tibbigaa, Kbaa Rababar Dr. lyab. 
NaHick. Iba Maa'bla Nr. Mahaaba Rakary. 
Naabarart Hcaaaia, tba Haa’bla Nawab, Kbaa 
Rababar. 

Maatagawaal Hagaa, Mr. lyab. 

NaaaraHab, Nawabiaba K. 

Faliaa, Nr. W. 0. 

Ralkat, tba Haa'bla Mr. Fraaaaaa Dab. 

Ray. Nr. Dbaaaa)ay. 

•abarvbbla Abnab, Nr. 
tababa-Alaai, Nri lyab. 
laliai. Mr. I. A. 

•arkar, Raba Nabbaaabaa. 

•aaaaa, Mr. R. N. 

•arajal lalaai, Nr. 

•babababbia. Nr. Kbwaja. 0. R. E. 

Itark, Nr. A. F. 

Ilaaiair, Mr. b. F. 
lirbar, Rabv Litta Naaba. 
laiHh, Nr. M. Rrabaat. 

Stavaa, Nr. b. W. R. 
labriwarby, (ha Haa’bla Nr. H. I. 

TaaHiabbhi Kbaa. Iba Haa’bla Nr. 

Walkar. Nr. b. R. 

Walbar, Mr. W. A. N. 

Waricwartb, Nr. W. 0. 

Vaaal All Obaabbary, Nr. 

Zabar Abonb Obaabbary, Naaivi. 


The Aye8 bein^f ^ and the Noes 83, the motion was lost. 


The motion of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that in column 1 
of the Schedule, in item 11, for the words ^‘butter and cheese” the 
words “and milk products” be substituted, was then put and lost. 


The Motion of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that in columns 1 
and 2/m the Schedule after item 18, the following be inserted, 
n&n^iy : — 


<*18A. Fuels (other than coal When sold for domeRtio oonsumptfon.” 
and coke.) 
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wa« then put and a division taken with the following result: — 


|YES-14. 


AIMNtkwiii.Mr. 

AMvI wants, Maahri. 

Aka HMiafa larkar, Mathrl. 

Akal rail. Mr. MS. 

AkiaaS Kkaa, Mr. lyaS. 

AilaiaSSIa AkiaaS, Mr. 

SaatrJI, Mr. latya Prlya. 

■aaa, Mr. taatoik Kaaiar. 

•iiwai, Mr. Sartasra Nalfc. 

■iM. Mr. karat OkaaSra. 
OhaaSkarl, Ral HaraaSra Nalk. 
Daa aapla, Baka KkagaaSra Nath. 
Oatta Bakta. Mlai Mira. 

Datta MuaaiSar, Mr. MkaraaSa. 
laiSaSal Nasaa, Katl. 

Bkaaa Mr. Atal Kriakaa. 
BlaaaSSla AkaiaS, Mr. 


Naaaa AH OkawShary, Mr. tyaS. 
SaWaSSIa Naakaaiy, Mr. kytS. 

Saaak AH MaJaaiSar. Maalvl. 

Kaaiar, Mr. Atal QkaaSra. 

KaaSa. Mr. WakHa Balk. 

MaR Mr. ASaralta Kaaiar. 

MaJaaiSar, Mn. Naaiaprava. 
Maalraaxaaiaa lalaaiakaM, MaMaaa MS. 
Naaikar All, Mr. lyaS. 

RaailtaSSIa AkaiaR Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Ohara OkaaSra 
Ray, Mr. Maaaialka Hatk. 

•aafal, Mr. kataaka kakbar. 
kaa, Mr. Atal OkaaSra. 
kkakaSali, Mr. 

WaNar Rabaiaa, Maalvl. 

Zaaiaa, Mr. A M. A. 


NOE8-81. 


ANal Naif, Mr. Mina. 

ANai Nakiai Vlkraaipari, Maalvl MS. 

ANal Mails, Mr. kyN. 

AMar Rahaiaa, Kkaa BahaSar A. f. M. 

ANar Rahaian kISSIal. Mr. 

ANar RaihaN, Maalvl MS. 

ANal Matalak MaHk. Or. 

ANar Raaf, Kkaa BakNar kkak. 

ANvi kkakNS. Maalvl MS. 

Akal HaiMia, Maalvl. 

Akal NauSa AkaiaS. Mr. 

Akal Qaaaaai, Maalvl. 

AkaiaS All MrlSka, Maalvl. 

AlfwaSSia AkaiaS, Kkaa BakaSar Maalvl. 
Aikrafall, Mr. M. 

AalN NaMala Kkaa, Kkaa BakNar Maalvl. 
BaSraSSaJa, Mr. SyN. 

Ball- Hart, Mlu a. B. 

Birkaiyra, Hr Haary, Bart 
OkippaNala, Mr. S. W. 

Olark, Mr. I. A. 

Parkas Rata OkawSkary, Mr. M. 

Parkal Baaa Kkaaaai, Baiaai, 

Pattal QvNir, Kkaa BakNar Maalvl. 

Faalar Rakaika, Mr. (Dacca). 

Pailar Rakaiaa, Mr. (MywiaaUi|kl. 

BlaNlai, Mr. 0. 

Baaiac, Mr. k. A. 
irIMtki, Mr. 0. 

NaMkaRah.tka Haa*Ma Hawak BakNar K., 
at Daaaa. 

ManlSaSSla AkanS, Kkaa iNIk. 

NMNai AH KkM, Kkaa BNNar Maalvl. 
Naalaa MartkN, Mn. M. B. E. 

Nalaaially SaaiaSar, Kkaa kakik MnIvL 
KaNilaki, Mr. R.S. 

NaaSry, Mr. OaviS. 

Mayw^, Mr. Ragara. . 

NIrtatl. Mr. M. A. P. 

SalalaSSiB AkaiN. Kkw BakaSar MnIvI. 
KaMrtSSla Kkaa, KkN BakaNr Maalvl. 
Raiaa AH MHia. kaklkiaSa KavNSakkyaB. 


Kcaacky, Mr, I. B. 

McBrcfor. Mr. B. B. 

MafliaSSIa AhaicS, Dr. 

MaaSal, Mr. Safat OkaaSra. 

MaalruSSIn AkkaaS, Maalvl. 

MHti, Mr. 0. W. 

MahaiaaiN All, Kkaa BakaSar. 

Margaa, Mr. B., O.I.E. 

Mfclcai All Mallak, Maalvl M. 

Maiaanvl Haf , Maalvl MS. 

MakannaS Altai, Kkaa BakaSar Maalvl SyN. 
MakaaiaiaS likasat, Maalvl. 

MvbaaiaiaS lirall, Maalvl. 

MakaaiaiaS SlSSIsut, Kkaa BakaSar Dr. kyvS. 
Malllck, the Hea*blc Mr. MakaaSa Babary. 
Maiharniff HtMala, tkc Haa'Mv Rawak, Kkaa 
BakNar. 

Maatafccwal Haoac, Mr. SyvS. 

Naiarvllab, HaaraktaSa K. 

Pattaa, Mr. W. 0. 

Raikat, tkv Haa'Wa Mr. Prauaaa Dab. 

Ray, Mr. Dkaaaa)ay. 
kaSaraNia AbanS, Mr. 
kababa-Alan, Mr. syaS. 
kaliai, Mr. t. A. 
karkar, BaN MNbaMSaa. 
kataaaa, Mr. R. M. 
sarajal IHaai, Mr. 
khabaNSSla, Mr. Khara}a, 0. B. E. 

Stark, Mr. A. P. 

Sinclair, Mr.S. P. 
kIrSar, BaN Utta MaNa. 
knHk, Mr. H. BraNat 
Stavaa, Mr. J. W. R. 
kabra«aNy,tN Haa*bla Mr. M. k. 

TaaUaaSSla KkN, IN NN*kla Mr. 

Walkar. Mr.S. R. 

WMkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

WarSawaitk, Mr. W. B. 

Vaaaf AH OkNSkary, Mr. 

ZaNf AkanS O kN Skary, MmIvI. 


The Ayes being 34 and the Noes 81, the motion was lost. 



GOVERNMENT BILL, 


441 


mi.] 

The motion of Mr. Snrendra Nath Biswas that in column 1 of the 
Schedule for item No. 19 the following be substituted, namely: — 

*^19. Medicine and medicated wines.” 


was then put and a division taken with the following result: 

AYE§~S4. 


AM«I HaliNM, Mr. 

AM«I WahH, Maalvi. 

Akv Mattaia larkar, Maalvi. 

Akal Pasi. Mr. M«. 

AiiaiaMia AkaiU» Mr. 

■aaarjl, Mr. latya Priya. 

•aia, Mr. tantaak Kaiaar. 

■tewat, Mr. taraaira Nalk. 

■aaa, Mr. karat Ohaaira. 
Okandhart, Rai Maraadra Nalk. 
Daa eairta, Raka Kkaftadra Nalk. 
Dalla Qapta. Miaa Mira. 

Oatta Mataaidar, Mr. NIkaraada. 
Eaidadel Haqaa, Kail. 

Nkaaa, Mr. Alai Kriikaa. 
eiaauddia Akaiad. Mr. 

Hataa All Okewdkary, Mr. kyad. 


dalaladdia Naakaaiy, Mr. kyad. 
dtaak All Majaaidar. Maalai. 

Kaaiar, Mr. Alai Okaadra. 

Kaada, Mr. Nlakttka Nalk. 

Maji, Mr. Adaralta Kaaiar. 

Majaaidar, Mra. Naaiapraaa. 
Maalranaaiaa Itlaaiakadl, Maalaaa Md. 
Makkal Naaaia, Mr. 

Naaakar All, Mr. kyad. 

Raaiiiaddia Akaiad, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Okara Okaadra. 

Ray, Mr. Miaaiatka Nalk. 
kaayal, Mr. taaaaka kakkar. 
kan, Mr. Alai Okaadra. 

SkakadaM, Mr. 

Waliur Rahaian, Maiiai. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOEI— 81. 


Akdal Nafli, Mr. Mlru. 

Akdal Makiai Vikraaipari, Maalvi Md. 

Akdal MaJW. Mr. kyad. 

Akdal Wakak Kkaa, Mr. 

Aklal Rakaiaa, Kkaa Rakadar A. P. M. 

Akdar Rakaiaa klddioi, Mr. 

Akdar Raakaad, Maalvi Md. 

Akdal Malalak Malik, Or. 

ANar Raaf, Kkaa Rakadar kkak. 

Akdaa Skakaad. Maalvi Md. 

Akal Naskiai, MaalvL 
Akal Haaata AkaaM, Mr. 

Akal Qaaaaai, MaalvL 
Atlak All, Mr. 

AkaMd AU Mrldka, MaalvL 
Alfataidia AkaMd, Kkaa Rakadar MaalvL 
Aakrafkli. Mr. M. 

Aalad Naaaaia Kkaa. Kkaa Rakadar MaalvL 
Radraddaja, Mr. kyad. 

RMI-Nart, Min P. R. 

Okipptadali. Mr. d. W. 

Mark, Mr. I. A. 

Oai, Mr. Aaakal Okaadra. 

Ptrkad Raia Okavdkary, Mr. M. 

Parkat Raa» Kkaaaa^ Rafaai. 

PaMal Qa^, Kkaa Rakadar MaalvL 
PaMar UbaMW. Mr. (OaaaaJ 
%Mar lukaNa, Mr. (MyaMaMagk). 

«ai^g,Mr. B. 

•aaMV, Mr. k. Ai 
RiHIIlM, Mr. 0. 

HOMkaRafc, tkt NaaHa Maarak Raiaiar K., if 



Nailaa Marmad. Mra.. M. R. E. 

Nalaaially daaiadar, Kkaa kaklk MaalvL 
Mawklaii, Mr. R. d. 

Naadry, Mr. David. 

Naywaad, Mr. Rafan. 

Hlrtiai, Mr. M. A. P. 

dalaladdla Akaiad, Kkaa Rakdar MaalvL 
Kakiraddia Kkaa, Kkaa Rakadar Maalvi. 

Kaaaai All Mina, kakikiada Kaaraa dak kyad. 
Kaaaady, Mr. I. R. 

MaOraf ar, Mr. R. R. 

Maliaddia Akarad, Dr. 

Maadal, Mr. dafal Okaadra. 

Maakaddla Akkaad, MaalvL 
MUat, Mr. 0. W. 

Makaaiaiad AH, Kkaa Rakadar. 

Marfaa, Mr. R., O.ldl. 
rnmttm AH MaNak, Maalvi M. 

MaaaaiaMi Mao, Maalvi Md. 

Makaaiarad Altai, Kkaa Rakadar MaaM kyad. 
MakaaiaMd lakafaa, MaalvL 
MakaaaMd laraH, MaalvL 
MakaaiaMd kldilRaa, Kkaa Rakadar Or. kyad. 
MaWtk, Ikv Naakla Mr. Makaaia Rakary. 

*n ? n rr **** ******** •***•* *^‘*" 

MaaCaiaanal Naaaa, Mr. kyad. 

RaaaraRak, Kaarakaaia K. 

PaMaa,Mr.W.R. 

KalfcaLIka Naa*kla Mr. PraMaaa Oak. 

nay.Mr.OkaBaR|ay. 

k idar a dd h i Aknad, Hr. 

k afcaka A M b l Mr. kyad. 

kaNaLMr.k.lL 


Hr.8.H. 
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•tfilil MtM, Mr. 
MMliiita, Mr. KlnvAja, 
•terk, Mr. A. r. 

MMlair, Mr. 4, F. 

Mfiw. laM umta Mmika. 
iaitk, Mr. H. InMMt 
•tovM, Mr. A W. ft. 


•vfertwariy, 4ftt NM*llt Mr. N. t. 
TaaMM i li KfcM, Mm MM*Mt Mr. 
Walter, Mr. J. ft. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Vaaat AH Otetiikary, Mr. 

Zakar AkaMi Otetehary. Maahri. 


The Ayes being 34 and the Noes 81, the motion was lost. 

The motion of Mr. Md. Abul Fazl that in the first column of the 
Schedule, after item No. 22, the following new item be added, 
namely:-^ 

“23. Tobacco including biri but not cigarettes or cherocjts of any 
kind." 

was then put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYE8-34. 


AMal HakNai, Mr. 

Aktfaf Wakte, MaahrL 
Aka Manala tarter, MaahrL 
Akal Fatl, Mr. Mk. 

AHaiakkla Akaiai, Mr. 
ftaaarjl, Mr. latya FHya. 
iaia. Mr. laalttk Kaaiar. 

•Itwat, Mr. tarraara Natk. 
ftaM, Mr. larat ekaakra. 
kkaakkaH, ftal Nartakra Natk. 
Oai ftayta, ftaka Khagaakra Natk. 
Datta ftapta, Mitt Mira. 

Oatta Maiaaikar, Mr. Nikanaka. 
laikakal Natat, Kail. 
ftkaM, Mr. Atal Krlikaa. 

•laaakkia Akaiak, Mr. 

Naiaa AH Okaarkkary, Mr. lyak. 


kalalakkia Hatktaiy, Mr. lyak. 
ktaak AH MaJaaMar, Maahri. 

Kaaur, Mr. Atal, Obaakra. 

Kaaka, Mr. NIskHka Natk. 

Mall, Mr. Akwalta Kaaiar. 

Majaaikar, Mrt. Mamayrtva. 
Maalranaaiaa lalaaMkakI, Maalaaa Mk. 
Maakal Ntaala, Mr. 

Naaikar All, Mr. tyak. 

Raailaakkia Ahaiak, Mr. 
ftay, Mr. Ohara Okaakra. 

Ray, Mr. Maaaialba Nath. 

•aayal, Mr. laaaaka lakbar. 
tan, Mr. Atal Okaakra. 
thahakali, Mr. 

WaHar Rabaiaa. MaalvL 
Zaauia, Mr. A. M. A. 


MOM— n. 


Akkal Nail, Mr. MIm. 

Akkal Nakiai VIkraaiparl, Maalvl Mk. 

Akkal MaJIk, Mr. tyak. 

Akkal Wakab Khaa Mr. 

Akkar Rabaiaa, Kkaa ftakakar A. F. M. 
Akkar Rabaiaa iMklal, Mr. 

Akkar Raahaak, Maaltl Mk. 

Akkal Matalak Malik, Dr. 

Akkar Raaf, Khaa ftakakar ttek. 

Akkai lakaak, Maahri Mk. 

Akal Naahlai, Maahri. 

Akal Nfiata Akaiak, Mr. 

Akal Qaaaaai, Maahri. 

AbaMk All MrMta, Maaial. 

ANaaakkia AbiMk. Kkaa ftakakar Maaial. 
Aikntall, Mr. M. 

Aalak Nawala Kkaa, Kkaa ftakakar Maaial. 
ftakrakkala, Mr. lyak. 
ftalMlan. Mlaa F. ft. 

•kippMkali, Mr.k. W. 

•lam, Mr.I.A. 

Daa, Mr. Aaakal Okaakra. 

Farkak Rate •ktarkhliry, Ite. M. 

Farkat ftaaa Rkaaa«,<kMfa"i. 


Faalal Qaaklr, Khaa ftakakar Maaial 
Faalar Rabaiaa, Mr. (Daaaa|. 

Failar Rabaiaa, Mr. (Myaiaa«ia|h). 
ftlakkiag, Mr. D. 
ftamaa, Mr. t. A. 

•IrMtte, Mr.O. 

HaMkaHah. Ite Naa'Ma Nawab ftakakar K., #1 
Daaca. 

Naailkakkla Abaiak. Khaa lahik. 

Haateai AH Kkaa, Khaa ftakakar Maaial. 

Naalaa Martkak, Mn., M.ft.l. 

Nataaially kaaiakar, Khaa laklk Maahri. 

Kavkiagt, Mr. R.k. 

Naakry, Mr. DaaM. 

Naywaak, Mr. ftagara. 

NIftial, Mr. M. A. F. 

kalalakkia Abaiak, Kkaa ftakakar Maaial. 
KaMrakkla Kkaa, Kkaa ftakakar MaaM. 

Kaaaai AN Mina, lahMaaka Kaaraa kab lyak. 
KMaaky. Mr.l.t. 

Maftiakkia AbaMk. ftr. 

Maakal, Mr.kagat tkaakra. 

Maalrakkia Akhaak, Maahri. 

MakaaaMk AH, Kkap ftakakar. 
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■Mtofi Ml Mtk. BUM M. 
mmmtMt BMltl m, 

■rtiMMai Mnlt KkM talMMhir Mtaivi Ifti. 

Matemuii liiMM, MmIvI. 

KifeMiMrt Nml. MmNI. 

■•feuiMi MMftf* Ktaa BakMvr Dr. iyti. 
■■Wtk, tlM NM’Mt Mr. MvkmiM MMfy. 
iNMinrniff MmmIb, tt« Nm'Mi llawak, RImm 
•AlMiMr. 

■vtliftwMl HifM, Hr. %fi, 

ManrMtek, Nraateaia K. 

PtIlMi. Mr. W. 0. 

RaUml. tkt IlM'Mt Mr. PruMai Dak. 

■•f, Mr. DkaaMi)ty. 
laiamMia AkaMk. Mr. 


The Ayes being and the Noes 77, the motion was lost. 

The motion of Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal that in column 1 of the 
Schedule, after item 22 , the following be added, namely : — 

“ii3. Tobacco. 

24. Quinine. 

2b. Coarse wearing cloth. 

26. Coarse blanket. 

'27. Kerosene oil”. 


lak aka.A h i M, Hr. lyak. 
taDai, Hr. k. A. 

•aralal Man. Mr. 

IkakakaMla, Mr. Rkwala. 

Stark, Mr. A. P. 
tiaalalr. Mr.d. r. 

•Mar. laka Utta Maaia. 

•aatk, Mr.M.irakaal. 

•tevaa, Mr.J. W.R. 

Sakrawariy. tka Haa'Ma Mr. N. S. 
TaariiaMHi Kkaa, tka Haa*Ma Mr. 
Waikar, Mr. J. ft. 

Waikar. Mr. W. a. M. 

Yaaaf AH Okaaikary. Mr. 

Zakar AkaM ftkaaSkary, Maalvl. 


was then put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYE! 34. 


AkSal Hakaaai. Mr. 

AkSal Wakaa, Maalvi. 

Aka Naataia tarkar, NUuiHri. 

Akal rati. Mr. Mi. 

AMaiaiita AkaM, Mr. 

•aaarjl, Mr. latya PHya. 

Data, Mr. Saataak Kaanr. 

•lawaa. Mr. taiaaira Natk. 

■aaa, Mr. saral Okaaira. 
•kaaikart, ftal NartMra NMi. 
Daa ftapla, taka Rk as aaira Natk. 
Datta ftapta, MM Mira. 

Datta Maiaaiiar. Mr. NIkartaia. 
taiiaiai Nasaa, Rati. 

Dkaaa. Mr. Atal Rrfakaa. 
•laaaiiia Akarti, Mr. 

AN Skawikary. Mr. Syai. 


iMalaiiia Haakaiay, Mr. Syai. 
iaaak AH Majaaiiar, Maalvl. 

Raaiar, Mr. Alai Okaaira. 

Raaia. Mr. NDkItka Natk. 

MaJI, Mr. Aiaalta Raaiar. 

Maiaaiiar, Mrs. Haaiaprtva. 
Maalranaaiaa lilaaiakail. Maalaaa Mi. 
Maskal NtMla, Mr. 

Naaakar AH, Mr. Syai. 
ftaaMtaiila Akani, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Okara Okaaira. 

Ray, Mr. Maaaialka Natk. 
iaayal, Mr. lataaka lakkar. 
tka, Mr. Atal Okaaira. 

SkakaiaU, Mr. 

WaOar ftakaiaa, MaaM. 
laaiaa, Mr. A. M. A. 




Aftiat Nftftt. Mr. Mimu 
AkiaWlakiai Vlftranpait. Maakrl Mi. 
Akial Haiti. Mr: Syai. 

Akial Wakak Rkaa, Mr. 

AMar Raknaa. Rkaa Da ka ia r A. P. M. 
Akiar RakaMai SMSiSi. Mr. 

Akiar Ra t k aa i , MaaM Mi. 

Akial MakM.MM. Dr. • 


Akiar Raaf, Rkaa Dakaiar Skak. 

Akiat SkakaMI, SlaaM Mi 
Akal Natkiai, Maalvf. 

Akat Naaala Akani, Mr. 

Akal Qaaiaai, MaaM. 

Akani AN Mrlika. MaaM. 

ANaaaiila Akaiai. Rkaa ia|^r Mnrtyl. 
AtkralaN, Mr. M. 
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A«M HMMlM KIIM. KliM MMiar Mmhl, 

nr- 

Ml-Nart, MM P. 1. 

•MppMtfali, «r.J. W. 

Mark, Itr. I. A. 

011, Mr. Aaakal OhaMra. 

Parkai Raia Okaw^kary, Mr. M. 
rarkat 0aaa Kkaaaai, iagaai. 
faital Qaailr, Kkaa Aakaiar MtaM. 
faslar Rakaiaa, Mr. (Daata). 

PaaJar Rakaiaa, Mr. <MyaMBalatk). 

«iaMJag, Mr. D. 

Maain, Mr. I. A. 
triMtki, Mr. 0. 

HakikaHak, tka Maa'Mt Nawak Rakatfar K., at 
Oatca. 

NaaiMaigia Akaiag, Kkaa takik. 

Matkaai All Kkaa, Kkaa Rakaiar Maalvl. 
Matlaa Marakal, Mra.. M. R. I. 

NataaiaMf 4aaiaiar, Kkaa laktk Maaivl. 

Maarkiafi, Mr. R. 4. 

Maaary, Mr. OavM. 

Mayiraaa, Mr. Ragan. 

Hirtiai. Mr. M. A. P. 

Kakiragiia Kkaa, Kkaa Rakaiar Maalvi. 
Kaiaai All Mina, sakikiaia Kawaa gak lyak. 
MaRragar, Mr. R. R. 

MakiaMia Akaiai, Or. 

Maakal, Mr. 4agat Ckaatfra. 

MaalraMia Akkaag, Maalvi. 

Mliaa, Mr. 6. W. 


Margaa, Mr.R.,RJ.I. 

Maalaai AH MaRak, MaaM M. 

Maaanaial Nag, Mtahrl MR. 

Makaaiaiag Al^ Kkaa R ak a R a r MaaM tyaR. 
MakaaiaiaR lakagaa, MaaM. 

MakaaiaiaR liraH, Maalvi. 

MakaaiaiaR SMRifaa, Kkaa RakaRar Or. iyaR. 
Malllak, Ika Naa’Ma Mr. MakaaRa Raka r y. 
Matkarrat Naiaala tka Naa*kla Naarak, Kkaa ' 
RakaRar. 

MaMagawaal Hagaa, Mr. lyaR. 

RaiaraHak, RawakiaRa K. 

Pattaa, Mr. W. 0. 

Raikat, tka Haa'Ma Mr. Praaaaaa Dak. 

Ray, Mr. Dkaaaajay. 
laRaraRRin AkanR, Mr. 
lakaka-Alaai, Mr. fiyaR. 

•aliai, Mr. 8. A. 

tarkar, Raku MaRkaaaRaa. 

tkakakaRRia, Mr. Kkwaja, e.R.K. 

Itark, Mr. A. F. 
iiaalair, Mr. 4, P. 
lirRar, Raka Litta MaaRa. 
laiitk, Mr. H. Rrakaat 
Itavaa, Mr. 4. W. R. 

SakrawarRy, tka Naa'kia Mr. H. 8. 

TaailaaRRIn Kkaa, tka Haa'Ma Mr. 

Walkar, Mr. 4. R. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Yaiat Ali OkaaRkary, Mr. 

Zakar AkaiaR CkaaRkary, Maalvi. 


The Ayes being and the Noes 70, the motion was lost. 

The motion of Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hasliemy that in the Schedule 
after item No. 22, the following new items be added, namely; — 

“2d. (i7iee (of cow and buffalo). 

24. Text-books, prize books, library book.s, English, Bengali, 

Urdu, Hindi, Persian, Arabic, Sanskrit, etc. 

25. Piece-goods (dhoti and sari). 

20. Tobacco (raw and manufactured hin, cigar, etc.).** 


was then put and a division taken, with the following result: — 


AYES— 34. 


AkRal Hakktai, Mr. 

AkRM WakaR. Maalvi. 

Aka Hanala tarkar, Maalvi. 

Akal Pail, Mr. MR. 

ANiaaRRIa AkanR, Mr. 

Raaarll, Mr, tatya Prlya* 

Raia. Mr. laalaak Kakikr. 

RIawai, Mr. laraaRra Nalk. 

Data, Mr. tarat RkaaRra. 
RkaaRkarl, Ral NaraaRra Nalk. 
Dai Rapla, Raka KkagaaRra Nalk. 
Dana iapla, MNa MDa. 

DaHa MaaaaiRar, MwNI k aiaaRa. 


KaMaRal Nagaa. Kail. 

Rktia, Mr. Alai Krtkiaa. 
RlawRRia AkanR, Mr. 

Nasaa AH fikaarRkary, Mr. tyaR. 
RalalaRRta NaikiNy. Mr. tyaR. 
Raaak AH MalaaiRar, Maalvi. 
Kaaur, Mr. AM RkaaRra. 
Kaata, Mr. NWRtka Nalk. 

Man, Hr. ARaraKa Kaaiar. 
MalaaMar. Mra. Maa i gpra va . 
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KaaMMi AlMMtf. Mr. 
Ktf, ar. Iktni MutHni. 
■•y.ar.NwiMtluiNitlh. 
ar. tMMta itklMr. 


•M. ar. AM tlHwin. 
lteMa,ar. 

Wtitor AtHMM. aMvI. 
ztmMi. ar. A. a. a. 


NOE^74. 


AMfl Mill, Mr. HInft. 

. Afe«(l Nakin VlkraM^rl. HMlvi Mi. 

Aktfal MaiM. Mr. tyH. 

Akial Wakak Kkap. Mr. 

AMar AakMaa, Kkaa takaiar A. r. M. 
Akiar Rakaiaa IIMM, Mr. 

AMar RaakMk, Maalvl M«. 

AMal Motalak MaUk, Dr. 

Akiar Aaaf, Kkaa Bakaiur tkak. 

AMai IkaktM, Maalvl Mk. 

Akal Natkiai, Maalvl. 

Akal Hoiala AkaiM, Mr. 

Akal Qaataai, Maalvl. 

Akaiai All Mriaka, Maalvl. 

AltaiaMla AkaiM, Kkaa Bakakar Maalvl. 
Aikrafall, Mr. M. 

Aalak Heuaia Kkaa, Kkaa Bakakar Maalvl. 
BakraMoJa, Mr. lyatf. 

Ball- Hart, Mlta P. B. 

Oklppaa^aia. Mr. J. W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Oat, Mr. Aaakal OkaaCra. 

Farkai Rasa Ckowikary, Mr. M. 

Farkat Baa# Kkaaaai, Bagaai. 

Faslal Qaaair, Kkaa BakaCar Maalvl. 

Failar Rakaiaa, Mr. (Oatca). 

Faslar Rakaiaa, Mr. (Myaiaaflafk). 

BlaCClai, Mr. 0. 

Baam, Mr. l. A. 

BrIMtki, Mr. 0. 

NaMkaNak, tka Naa'Ma Rawak Bakaiar I 
Daaaa. 

MaaiiCaMla AkaiaC, Kkaa faklk. 

Naalaa MartkaC, Mn., M.B.E. 

HataaNilly ^aaiaiar, Kkaa Caklk Maalvl. 
Naarklagt, Mr. R. 4. 

NaaCnr, Mr. Davli 
NagwaaC, Mr. ftafart. 


NMial. Mr. M. A. F. 

KaMraMia Kkaa, Kkaa Bakaiar Maalvl. 

KaMai All Mlraa, lakikiaia Kawaa Jak tyai. 
Mcirtiar, Mr. B. B. 

Maiaaiila AkaiaC. Or. 

MaaCal, Mr. tlagat OkaaCra. 

MaairaCila Akkaai, Maalvl. 

MIIm, Mr. 0. W. 

Margan, Mr. B., C.I.E. 

Matif ai All MaUak, Maalvl M. 

Makaaiaiatf Atsal. Kkaa BakaCar Maalvl iyaC. 
Makaaiaiag likaga#, Maalvl. 

Makaaiaiag lirall, Maalvl. 

Makaaiaiai tlMIgaa, Kkaa Bakagar Or. gyaC. 
Malllck, Ika Naa'Wt Mr. Makaaga Bakary. 
Maikarraff Naiiaia, Ika Naa'Ma Naaiak, Kkaa 
Baktgvr. 

Maalaga»tal. Nagaa, Mr. lyag. 

Naurallak, Na«aksaga K. 

Pattaa, Mr. W. C. 

Baikal, Ika Naa'Ma Mr. Praaaaaa Oak. 

Ray, Mr. Dkaaaaiay. 

•agaraggla Akiaag, Mr. 

Sakaka-Alaai, Mr. lyag. 
taliai, Mr. i. a. 

(arkar, Baka Maikaaagaa. 
tkakakaggla, Mr. Kkaraja, O.B.E. 

Ilark, Mr. A. F. 

•laaialr, Mr. g. F. 

•irgar, Baka Ulta Manga. 
taiMk, Mr. N. Brakaat 
Mavaa, Mr.g. W. R. 

•akraarargy, Ika Naa'Ma Mr. N. I. 

Taailtaggla Kkaa, Ika Naa'Ma Mr. 

Waikar, Mr.g. R. 

Waikar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Vaaar All Okaagkary, Mr. 

Eakar Akiaag Okaagkary, Maalvl. 


The Ayes bein^ 34 and the Noes 74, the motion was loot. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas’s amendment about 
paper is included in the amendment of Mr. Maqbul Hossain (No. 233), 
which I am now going to put to vote. 

The motion of Mr. Maqbul Hossain that after item No. 2!^, in 
eolumn 1 of* the Schedule, the following be added, namely:-— ^ 

“23?: Tobacco. 

/ti. Cloths (cotton). 

' 25. Spices. 

26. Umbrella. 

27. Books. 


29 
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28. Paper. 

29. Kerosene oil. 

30. Bamboos. 

31. Jute (raw). 

32. Thatching straw.** 


was then put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYES— 33. 

AH MuiMHar, IMalvi. 

Kamar, Mr. Atal Oaaaira. 

Kaatfa, Mr. NaaHlia Natft. 

Mail, Mr. AtfwaMa Kaaiar. 

MaJaaiSar, Mrt. Haaiaiirtfa. 
Maairanaaiaa ItlaaiafeaSi. Maaiaaa M4. 
Ma«kai Haaaia, Mr. 

Naaihar All, Mr. tyai. 

RaailaaMia AHaMd, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Obara Chaasra. 

Ray, Mr. Maaaiatba Rath. 

•aayal, Mr. lataaka lakbar. 
taa. Mr. Atal Okaaara. 

•kakatfall, Mr. 

Waliar Rakaiaa, Maalfl. 

Zaaiaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


AMal Hakaaai. Mr. 

ANal Wakad. MMhrl. 

Aka NaMala larkar. Maalfl. 

Akal rati, Mr. Md. 

Ailaiaddla Afcaiad, Mr. 
taaaril, Mr. latya Rrlya. 
tail. Mr. laataah Kaaiar. 

Iltwai, Mr. laraadra Nath. 

Saaa, Mr. larat Ohaadra. 
Ohaadkarl. Ral Haraadra Nath. 
Daa RapU, Raka Ktafaadra Nath. 
Datta Rayta, Mlu Mira. 

Malta Mataaidar, Mr. NIharaada. 
laidadal Nasaa, Kail. 

•kaaa, Mr. Atal Kriahaa. 
•lataddia Ahaiad, Mr. 

Maiaa All Ohawdhary, Mr. lyad. 


NOEt-19. 


Akdal Hail, Mr. Hina. 

Akdal Naklai Vlkrafayarl, Maalfl Md. 

Akdal MalM, Mr. lyad. 

Akdal Wabak Khaa, Mr. 

Akdar Rabaiaa, Khaa Rakadar A. P. M. 

Akdar Rahaiaa IMdlki, Mr. 

ANar Rathaad, Maalfl Md. 

Akdal Malalak Malik, Dr. 

Akdar Raaf, Khaa |ahadar lhak. 

Akdai Ikakaad, Maalfl Md. 

ANI Naaklai, Maahrl. 

Akal Haaala Abaiad, Mr. 

Akal Qaaiaai, Maakrl. 

Ahaiad All Mridka. Maahrl. 

ANataddla Ahnad, Khaa Rakadar Maalfl. 
AMmlaU, Mr. M. 

Aalad Haaiala Kkaa, Kkaa Rakadar Maakrl. 
•adraddaja, Mr. lyad. 

•aS-Nairt Mlaa P. R. 

Rklpia a d ii t.Mr.d. W. 

Mark, Mr. I. A. 

Daa, Mr. Aaakal Rbaadra. 

Paikad Raia Rbaardkary, Mr. M. 

Parkat Raaa Khaaaai, Dafaai. 

PaMar RabaHW, Mr. (Dank). 

Pillar RakauM, Mr. (My ai aa a l a ik). 

•aaMi, Mr. I. A. 

•iMRtki, Mr. R. 

Maklkaiik, IRa Nia*hla Haarak Rakadar K., al 
Dana. 


HanMaddia Ahaiad, Kkaa tabib. 

Hailaa Marthad, Mra., M.R.E. 

Hataaiilty daaiadar, Khaa Sahib Maahrl. 
Hawklaia, Mr. R.J. 

Haadry, Mr. DafW. 

Naywaad, Mr. Rafara. 

HIrtial, Mr. M. A. P. 

Kablraddla Khaa, Khaa Rakadar MaaNL 
Kaiaai AH Mina, lahlkiada Kawaa dak lyad. 
MaRiffar, Mr. R. R. 

Maadal, Mr. dafat Ikaadra. 

Maalraddia Akkaad, MaahrL 
Mllaa, Mr. 0. W. 

Martaa, Mr. R., «.I.R. 

MiMaai AH Mallak, MaahH M. 

Mabaaniad Afial, Kkaa Rakadar Maahrl lyad. 
Makaaiaiad tiddlaaa, Khaa Rakadar Dr. lyad. 
MaWak, tka Naa*kla Mr. Makaada Sakary. 
MatkarraH Naaaaia, tka Haa*kla Navak, Kkaa 
Rakadar. 

Maataiavaal Haiaa, Mr. dyad. 

NaaaraRah, Naarakaada K. 

Pallaa, Mr. W. R. 

RaMat. tka llaa*kto Mr. Praaaaaa Dak. 

Ray, Mr. Dkaaaajay. 
ta d ar ai di a Aband, Mr. 
tabaka Alaai, Mr. lyad. 
laliai, Mr. 1. A. 
larkar, Raka MadkawdMi. 

Ik akaNdMa . Mr. Kkarala, R.i.t. 
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Mtfft. Hr. A. r. 

P. 


W. ■. 

Ulmwtf, tiM Nm*M« Mr. M. t. 


TtaMihi KhM, m Mr. 

Wtiktr, Mr.4.K. 

Wilkw. Mr. W. A. M. 

Y«Mt AH MtNli«ry, Mr. 

Zahar AharaH OhMtfhary, Maalvl. 


The Ayes being e‘i3 and the Noes (>9, the motion was lost. 

Mr. SPEAKER: This disposes of Mr. Biswas’s amendment 
regarding ‘"paper” also. 

• Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Sir. in view of the definite 
assurance given by the Hon ‘hie the Finance Minister that an adequate 
sum 


Mr. SPEAKER: You need not advance any argument. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Very well, Sir. I beg leave of 
the House to withdraw my amendment. 

The question that leave be granted to Mr. Abdul Wahab Khan to 
withdraw his motion that in column 1 of the Schedule, after item 22, 
the, following new item be added, namely: — 

“23. Coarse cloths {dhnti, mn, lungi, gamcha, long cloth, setbet 
and m/irJfin cloth) of 22 to 40 counts yarn," 

was then put and a division taken with the following result - 


AYEt-72. 


AMU Hatti, Mr. Mina. 

AN«I NakiM Vikraah«r*> MmM M<. 

AM«i MaJM, Mr. SyM. 

AMai Wtbkh KhM, Mr. 

Ah««r RihBW, KhM MhMvr A. P. M. 
AhMr Rkhra ilMihl, Mr. 

Ahtf «r t i t hMi. MhHvI MA 
AhM MHHM Malik. Or. 

Ahiar RaH. KhM tahaksr thM. 

Ah<M thahaatf. Maahri MS. 

Ahal Naahiai, MaalvL 
Ahal Raaaia AhaMi* Mr. 

Ah«i QMaam MaaM. 

AhaNH Al MrMha. Maalvl. 

ARaaaMa AhaMAVhM Rahatar MaaM. 
AfhrHaM. Mr. M. 

AM HaaMria KhM, KhM Rahaiar MmIvL 
RaavaMaH; Mr.lftH. 

Rgl-Niyi, MMP.R. 

R M» p i » l al a, Mr. 4. W. 

0lark,*Mr, I. A. , 

Oaa, Mr. Aaakal Rh a ai r a. 

Pavhai RaM O h a wM iary, Mr. M. 
rarhal Raaa Khaaaa. Rafaai 
PaMar RahaMa, Mr. (Oaaaa>. 


Fatiar RahaM, Mr. ( Myaaatiafh). 

RlaMlag, Mr. D. 

Ramaa, Mr. I. A. 

RrHfHha. Mr. 0. 

NaMhallah, tha MM*hla Hawah Rahaiar K^ af 
Daaaa. 

NaaMaMla Ahiaai, KhM Ihalh. 

NaUaa Marahai, Mn. M.R.I. 
NalaaaUyiaaMiar, KhM lablh MmIvI. 
MawklBfa. Mr. R. 4. 

NMiry. Mr. DavM. 

Hafwaai, Mr. Rafara. 

NMial, Mr. M. A. P. 

Kahlraiala KhM, KhM Rahaiar MaalvT^ * . 
KaMs AH Mina, iahihaiia KawMiah Ifai. 
MaRratar, Mr. R. R. 

MafiMiiia Ahawi, Dr. 

Maaial, Mr. 4afM Rhaaira. 

ipmfWBiP MMNPWr iPMifia 

MHaa, Mr. R. W. 

Margaa. Mr. R., R4 Jl. 

MaHiM AH MaRah, MaaM M. 

MahaaiaMi Afaal, KhM R aha iar Maalvf RfaA 
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WifcMiiMJ liMit, KhM •■ftator Dr. tfN. 
mWMl, Iftt m, DtUTf. 


iirfctr. Data aaiftMatfai. 
m iat mi a, Hr. Kk»«ia, e.i.E. 


■MtagawMl Ma««t, nr. tfatf. 
Daftnatab, Nawabaaia K. 

Httaa, nr. W. 0 . 

llalbat. tba Naa’bla nr. Maaaa Dab. 
Ray, nr. Dbaaaajty. 

SabaraMa AbaMi, nr. 
l ababi Alaai, nr. lyta. 

•allai, nr. 1. A. 


tiaraa, nr.4. W. t. 

Sabramif, tba Haa’Ma nr. H. t. 
Taailmiaia Kbaa. tba Maa*Wa nr. 
WaJkar, nr. 4 . R. 

WaRiar, nr. W. A. n. 

Vaiaf All Obaaibary, nr. 

Zabar Abanl Obaa<bary, naalvL 


Abial Makaaai, nr. 

Ab4al Wahai, naalti. 

Aba Hanala larkar, naalvl. 

Abai Pill, nr. na. 

AilaiaMla Abaiai, nr. 

RaaarJI, nr. latya Prlyi. 

Data, nr. Santaab Kaaiir. 
iiiwai. nr. aurtaart Nath. 

RaMi nr. larat Ohaaara. 
Obiaabarl, Ral Hartaara Nath. 
Dai Rapta, Raba Khagiaara Nath. 
Datta Qapta, niii nira. 

Datta naiaaiaar, nr. NIharaaaa. 
Iiaaaaal Haqaa, Kui. 

•haat. nr. Atal Kriihaa. 
RiaaaaaiB Ahaiaa, nr. 

Haiaa All Ohataahary, nr. lyta. 


NOEt-33. 

aaaab All najaaiaar, naalvl. 

Kaaiar, nr. Atal Ohaaara. 

Kaaaa. nr. NlihHha Nath. 

Mail, nr. Aawalta Kaaiar. 
najaaiaar, nn. Hiaiaprava. 
naalraiiaaiaa lilaaiabaai, naalaaa na. 
naahui Haiala, nr. 

Nauihir All, nr. Syia. 

Raaiiivaaia Ahaiia, nr. 

Ray, nr. Ohara Ohanlra. 

Ray, nr. naamatha Nath, 
haayal, nr. Saianka Sakhar. 
ban, nr. Atal Ohaaara. 
lhahaaall. nr. 

Wallar Rahaiaa, naalvl. 

Zaiaaa. nr. A. n. A. 


The Ayes being 72 and the Noes the motion b> leave oi the 
House was withdrawn. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, yesterday you were good 
enough to say that Jhe House would sit till 8-15 p.m. only 


Mr, SPEAKER: I have not yet put the clause. 

Mf, 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, we simply want to 
know' how long we are going to sit. We are going to assist you in the 
disposal of the Schedule. Sir, are you going to take up the third 
reading to-night? 


Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

1 . 

Mr, 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: We have no objection, but 
we want to know how long the House will sit. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It depends on you. 

Mr, SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: The difficulty is this. Let 
it not be understood that since it is late in the night we shall have to 
hurry up the matter. We want to do full justice to the matter. 
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The question that the Schedule stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 

Preamble, 

Mr. SPEAKER: All the amendments to the Preamble are out of 
order. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, may 1 be allowed to 
nfake my submission with regard to my amendment P I would like 
to draw your attention to the Statement of Objects and Reasons wloTe 
the purpose is clearly defined. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have seen it, but your motion has gone Kjuch 
beyond what is in the Preamble. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir. if you go through the 
Statement of Objects and Reasons, you will find tliat the purjmse is 
not merely to increase the revenue (»f the province, but the ]>urpose 
is to finance further beneficent schemes for the economic improvement 
of the j)rovince for wdiich there has been an insistent demand in the 
House and which the Ministry feel cannot be postponed. What 
I want to submit is that the Ministry can only induce the members 
of the Coalition Party to agree to the passage of the Finance (Sales 
Tax) Bill on the understanding that this money will be spent for 
nation-building departments — that is in the Statement <'f t/bjects and 
Reasons. It is not the case of the Hon’ble Finance Minister to 
increase the provincial revenues for any purpose. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You have to satisfy me not on that giound, but 
how it is relevant. On the merit of the case, you have got a good 
case, but how is it relevant? Where is education mentioned? Where 
is the establishment of rural charitable dis]>eni»arieH mentioned? 
Where is rural water-supply mentioned? 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, in my amendment I liave 
mentioned only some and I have said “similar other r.ation-building 
activities.” 

^ Mr. SPEAKER: As a matter of fact, I carefully censidered it, 
and I might say that if the members bad framed their amendments 
in terms of the exact language of the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons, they would have probably been admissible. 

The question that the Preamble stand part of tlie Bill was then ]»ut 
and agreed to. 
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Tlw HwiWa Mfi Hi 8« 8UHRAWAROYS Sir, I to move tLat 
thf Finance Sales Tax Bill, ^1941, as settled in the Assembly, be 
pasted. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR; Sir, before 1 sj^eak on the 
Bill itself, I must thank the Hon’ble Finance Minister for acceptin#^ 
ni least some of the suggestions put forward from this side of the 
House. For example, in the second reading of the Bill, 1 suggested 
on behalf of my Party that religious books such as the Holy Koran, 
the Hadis the Gita and the Bible should be exempted fr(»m the oi)era- 
tion of this Bill, and he has been kind enough to accept that sugges- 
tion. Another suggestion which I made at that time was that tobacco 
should be exempted from the operation of this Bill. Unfortunately 
he could not see his way to accept the suggestion in full. But he 
accepted only a part of it; he exempted the tobacco for the hookah. 
I would have been very glad had he seen his way to exempt hiri and 
tobacco for biri also. Unfortunately he took another view and he 
could not exempt that commodity. 

Now, Sir, we opposed this Bill from the very heginning, and it is 
now going to be passed into law. It is, if I may b(‘ allowed to .use 
the term, the most hateful Bill, the most pernicious Bill, the most 
ill-advised Bill, brought forward by this Government, at a time when 
the w’orld is in a turmoil — nobody knows w'hat will be the effect of it — 
at a time when it is generally expected that the economic condition 
of the country will go from bad to worse. At this stage to bring 
forward a Bill of taxation which ultimately will fall on the jmor 
masses is very pernicious. The Hon’ble Finance Ministei expected 
that he w^ould raise the standanl of living of the masses. But 
uuf<Mlunately if he goes (ui taxing these poor j)eople he will rather 
lower their standard. 

Now, Sir, there is another question that has to be considered very 
seriously. What will he do with this money? There are various 
suggestions from this side of the House as well as from the side of the 
Coalition Party that this money should be earmarked for nation- 
building departments. Unfortunately, save and except a small 
assurance, no broad line has been made out for that purpose. 
Mr. S|'>eaker, allow me to give two instances only from the budget 
presented by the Hon’ble Finance Minister to show that his assurance 
is rather not assuring to us at least. For example, he will spend more 
than Rs. 20,000 for the improvement of goats. I draw your attentioa, 
Mr. Speaker, and through you, the attention of the whole Hous^ to 
these two items only from the proposed budget. As I have already 
said, Sir, the Hon’ble the Finance Minister proposes to spend more 
than Bs. 20,000 for the improvement of goats. What he will really 
do with this big sum, I for myself do ,not know. • He has provided 
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Bs. 20,000 for the construction of buildings in connection with this 
goat improTement scheme and another Rs. 500 for the improvement 
of goats. This reminds me of a story of a devotee of Calcutta who 
hired Bengali labourers in order to feed his domestic bugs so that he 
piay attain heavenly bliss in after-life. Similarly, Sir, the Hon'ble 
the Finance Minister by taxing the poor people is having a share of 
their hard-earned money; and with that money what is he trying to 
doP I think he is trying to improve gouts, belonging to whom I do 
not know. If the Hon’hle the Finance Minister says at this stage 
that he will distribute this money amongst his (h‘V(>te(l followers of 
the Coalition Party, I should have no objection. 

Then, Sir, there is another item of expenditure to the extent of 
Rs. 8,00,000. He is spending eight lakhs of his precious money as 
doles to some Government servants, who are, it is well known, already 
overpaid. (The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SrHUAW\Tii)Y : Do you mean to 
say that the chapr(Lssis are overpaid P) Sir, he is going to distribute 
as dearness allowance or as a favour this sum of Rs. S lakhs amongst 
some of the Government .servants. (The Hon’ble Mr. 11. S. 
SuHRAWARDY : You uie speaking against the pcjor I) 

You have not nienti<med any where in the budget that you will distri- 
bute these sums to the poor peons and chaprassiff. If you had done 
so, T would not hav<‘ objected. Rut you have stated, some officials of 
Government. When the p<MH- people in the country are not getting 
two square meals a day and those poor people are on the toj) of that 
being taxed, you are now going to distribute favours to your subor- 
dinate officers who will help you to exploit this country in collecting 
this pernicious tax. 

Then, Sir, the llon’ble the Finance Minister boasts that he is 
getting good support from the c.ountry and that whenever he goes to 
the countryside, lakhs of people come forward to support his 
measure. I shall give, Mr. Speaker, an instance of h(»w he faces a 
crowd. When he goes to a publn- meeting, you will find liim not in 
his neat and clean European gentleman’s dress, but you will find him 
in his pyjamoi and flowing robes, surrounded by Maulanas and Maulvis 
who will begin showering upon him benedictions and also epithets 
which are generally attributable to the Prophet. 

• 

Mr., SPEAKER: Mr. Sarkar, I am sorry to interrupt you, but I 
have td do so, because you are speaking about something which is 
^hoHy irrelevant to the issue. 

• 

Mfttiivi ABU HOBSAIN SARKAR S Sir, the Hon’ble Minister has 
said that he is being supported by lakhs of people in this measure. 

I was going to explain that the public did not support him, but he 
managed to get tl^eir support^ by trickery and other questionable means 
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Mr. SPEAKERS But how is it relevant now when we are having 
the third reading of the BillJ* You can only speak on the clauses 
of the Bill and on the Bill as a whole as well, as it is going to be finally 
passed, but you cannot bring in extraneous matters on this issue. 

Matllvi ABU HOS8AIN SARKARS I am challenging him for 
his assertion that he has got the support of the public behind him. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, you cannot do that. 

MiUlvi ABU HOSSAIN 8ARKAR: 1 submit, Sir, he has got no 
public support to his measure. It has been opposed by everybody. 
Whenever he goes out to address public meetings in support of his 
measure and begins to speak and the people show some signs of unrest, 
at once the Maulanas and Maulvis begin to cry ''Alla/i^o~Akhar,'* 
and thereby he controls the signs of unrest. This is the process by 
which he is getting bis support from the public. Let him go out to 
the country alone as simple Mr. Suhruwardy, and not as the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister of Government, unaccompanied by any police 
or any Maulana or Maulvi, and then we shall see whether he gets real 
support or opposition to his measure. By duping the innocent people 
in this way, he gets his alleged support. He goes out to the country- 
side as the protector of Islam 

♦ 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, Mr. Sarkar, 1 shall have to stop you 
if you go on speaking in that vein. This is after all a matter which 
is not relevant to the third reading of this Bill. Your point now is 
to make out a case why this Bill should or should not be passed in 
its final form. But whether Mr. Suhrawardy is a despicable creature 
or a most lovable person is wholly irrelevant. 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: ExacUy for the reason that 
this Bill should not be passed that I have submitted that the people 
of this province from the agriculturist and the day-labourer to the 
rich landlords and merchants are all opposing this measure. But the 
Hon’ble Minister has asserted that he has been getting the support 
of the public 

Mr. SPEAKER: But I have never heard him say that he has^ go| 
the support of Ukhs and lakhs of people. 

..Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: I submit, Sir, that this Bill 
ihoiild not be passed into law as it is not liked by any section of the 
people of this country. 
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At tliifl stage, Sir, when the people are in a helpless position for 
the prevailing low price of jute, when there has been a failure of 
crops as a result of which we apprehend that a big famine may over- 
take the country, the Hon’ble the Finance Minister is rewarding them 
with a piece of legislation whiclf will ruin them in the very near 
future. There is already a further indication of the price of jute 
going down, and nobody knows how far it will go. The income of the 
people is rapidly falling, and if in spite of all these things, the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister goes on imposing taxes one after another 
on the people, the country will certainly not pro8i)er, but we will have 
to face an impoverished tenantry rendered so on a(‘c(nint of the exist- 
ence of this Ministry. 

With these words, Sir. I o])pose the passing of this Bill in its final 
form. 


Mr, 8ATYA PRIYA BANERJI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 rise to 
oppose the passage of tlie Bill. The people of Bengal uill 
undoubtedly be beholden to the present Ministry for the many 
reactionary measures that stand to their credit, or rather discrtnlit, 
and* it is a bare truth to say that the Bengal Sales Tax Bill will stand 
out in bold relief as one of the most reactionary of those measures. 
I realise, Sir, that the scope of taxation for the purpose of raising 
revenue by the Provincial Governments under the Government of 
India Act is very limited and is not at all extensive, and I do not deny 
that of the many sources of revenue that of the Sales Tax is one of 
the most productive, and it is no wonder that the Finance Minister 
has caught hold of this taxation and brought it before us for ucce]>t- 
ance. 

Sir, I have often asked within myself why this i>urticular tax haa 
been singled out ; why have not luxuries been taxed ; why the palatial 
buildings of Calcutta have not been taxed, and why other sources of 
taxation under the Government of India Act, 19H5, have not Wen 
tapped before this much maligned Bill has Wen taken into considera- 
tion. It may W that the avidity to choose this tax as an additional 
source of revenue has been actuated by the desire of the Finance 
Minister to satisfy and placate his white masters. memWrs of the 
Huropean Gfoup, whose attitude, so far as this Bill is concerned, has 
undergone a curious metamorphosis at this stage of the Bill. But 
perhaps ! forget the words of one of the most incisive of modem 
writers I mean, George Bernard Shaw, that the Englishman does 
evefything, on principle. When he bullies you he does it on manly 
principle; when he robs you he does it on business principles; when 
lie enslaves you he does it on imperial principles; when he supports 
hit King he does that on loyal principles, and when he cuts oH his 
King’s head he d5es U on ^republican principles. (“Hear I hear!” 
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from Opposition Benches.) He attacks the Bill perhaps on just prin- 
ciples and now supports it perhaps on pragmatic principles. (“Hear! 
hear!” from Opposition Beifches.) The watchword of the English- 
man is always duty, and he never forgets that the nation which lete 
its duty get on the opposite side ter its interest is irretrievably lost. 

Sir, let me now come to the Bill and deal with it historically, 
theoretically and from the practical point of view. Historically, Sir, 
this Bill is not new. It has been tried from time to time in many 
countries and has been eventually dropped. In the remote past, 
E^?ypL Ibe City States of Athens and Rome had it. In the middle 
ages in some provinces of France there was this form of taxation 
prevalent. In Spain the Sales Tax, known as “Alcavala,” has 
attained some notoriety on account of the observations of Adam Smith 
in his classic book “Wealth of Nations.'’ The Spanish economists 
of the time were never tired of calling attention to the enormities and 
the unfortunate economic consequences of Alcavala; some writeis have 
gone even so far as to say that one of the chief causes of the downfall 
of Spanish economy in the later middle ages was the existence of this 
general Sales Tax, In the sixties of the lltth centiir\ as a consequence 
of the Civil War in America they had taken recourse to this form of 
taxation, but it was later on abandoned on account of its effects* on 
production. Italy also at one time thought of introducing this tax, 
but had to reject it for fear of its disastrous economic conse(|uence8. 
Attempts were made towards the end of the l!Hh century and at the 
h(’ginning of the 20th, namely, in 1881, 1898 and 190G, to introduce 
this tax in Germany on behalf of the then Government, but the 
Ueicl stug refused to accord its sanction. England has until very 
recently resisted this fonn of taxation. The Cunliife Committee which 
was appointed in 1918 to consider the j>ost-war economic conditions of 
England rejected this form of taxation. The (\dwyii Committee of 
1927 on national debt and taxation summarily dismissed it as not being 
appropriate to the conditions of England. It is only during the 
present war that she had to impose this tax in the form of a Pun^hase 
Tax with the deliberate intention of reducing consumption at home so 
that all its resources may be husbanded for war purposes. 

The last Great War which rai.sed amongst us many high hopes of 
ushering a new world order on the ruins of the old but finally ended 
in the maintenance of status quo compelled some of the major belli- 
gerent States to rediscover in their state of desperation the Sales Tax 
in their attempts at bringing order and harmony and cosmos out of 
anarchy, disorder and chaos in their national economy as an emergenoy 
measure. Germany introduced it in 1918, but tried to remove the 
inequality attendant on its imposition by taxing the services, 
Ltistungen as they call it, and by imposing an additional and higher 
tax on the sale of luxuries, and allowing it to remain in force only for 
five years. France also imposed this t{ix after aK other sources of 
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taxation Lad been exhausted, namely, a high income-tax, a high 
excess profits tax and a high inheritance tax had been tried to their 
utmost capacity ; still it created such a stir and discontent amongst 
the businessmen and public of France that on one occasion one million 
and a half shop-keepers proclaimed a hattal as a protest against this 
tax. Quite recently to face the emergent situation arising out of the 
trade depression of 1929, some of the States of America also had to 
introduce this tax, because the normal sources began to dry up as a 
result of the depression, and new sources of revenue had to he explored 
to continue the social services. But the evil effects of this tax lH?gun 
to manifest themselves and to countera(‘t iutcr-State competition a 
new form of tax, namelj*, Use Tux, has Wen introduced in some States 
and others are thinking of doing away with this tux altogether. 

Theoretically, Sir, this tux has no justification. Expenditure as a 
basis of taxation has always l)een considered unsatisfactory. It is 
regressive, whereas according to all canons of modern public finance, 
taxation should be progressive. It will affect the poor more adversely 
than the rich, and the result will Im that the cost of living will be 
higher and the standard of living consequently lower. It will lead to 
rising prices and consequently wage disturbances causing industrial 
unrest and class conflicts. 

From the practical point ot view again this tax < unnot be sui)porUMl. 
It will handicap this province in its comi>etition with the adjoining 
provinces. It will hantlicuj) the smaller irulustries, inasmmdi as raw 
material of bigger registered industries will be exempt from taxation, 
whereas raw materials of small industries will l>f^ taxed. It will entail 
an additional cost to the businessmen, many of whom are illiterate, 
and do not employ any paid stuff now, but will be compelled to do so 
under the Bill. It will mean additional expendiUire on the part of the 
Government whi(di may or may not l)e commensurate with the antici- 
j)ated revenue. It will l)e a source ot \uxution, annoyance arul hara.ss- 
ment to the traders. It will be a source ot corruption and bribery. 

I will perhaps be confronted by the Hon ’hie Mr. Suhrawardy, who 
makes a parade of the monopoly of conceiving nonsense and delivering 
the same in a magnified form (“Hear! hear!”) on the floor of the 
House with the example of Madras. I know, Sir, Madras has intro- 
duced this tax. but it must be said to the credit of its ex-Premier, 
Mr. Rajagtipalachariar, that he made out an unanswerable case. 
There it was not an additional burden on the people; it w’as only a 
substitute for a tax on liquors which was eating into the very vitals 
<pf the society and was therefore helping to lay a solid foundation for 
nattou-building. The Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy in his Statement of 
Objects and Reasons has laid down that “the present resources of the 
Government of Bengal are not sufficient to enable them to maintain 
the natural development of the programme of nation-building activi- 
ties that are alreally in progress and for the purpose of financing the 
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further beneficent schemes for the economic improvement of the 
province for which there have been insistent demands in the House 
and which the Ministry feel ^hnnot be postponed, additional revenues 
are essential’ \ May I ask the Hon’ble the Finance Minister in all 
seriousness and with all the earnestness and emphasis that I can 
command what the natural development of the programme that is non- 
existent will be P Does he really want us to believe that out of nothing, 
as if by a magic wand, will come out something, out of chaos will come 
cosmos; out of disorder will come order? May I ask him, does it 
stand to reason and common-sense to ask for money for further bene- 
ficent schemes for the economic improvement of the province when the 
House has no idea of what the schemes will be like, on the contrary, 
has every reason to believe, from the past conduct of the present 
Government in not being able to utilise money already granted for 
nation-building activities and thus allowing them to lapse or surrender 
or to be diverted for some other puri>ose8, that the money raised will 
either be not spent or misspent. If, Sir, nation-killing is a part of 
the programme of nation-building, surely this Hill will go a very 
great way to serve that purpose and the people of Hengul have to thank 
the Coalition Party for it. 

Sir, we of the Opposition tried our utmost to make the best of a bad 
job. We tried to delete or improve upon tlie objectionable clauses of 
the Bill. We tried to reduce the rate of tux. We tried to make it a 
temporary measure. We tried to minimise the horrors of vexation, 
annoyance, and harassment under clause 12, we tried to make the list 
of exemptions more exhaustive, so that the burden on the already 
overburdened common people may be considerably lightened, but 
thanks to the vascillating attitude of the memWrs of the Coalition 
Party all our attempts have so far proved futile. 

Sir, the people of Bengal have been groaning under a heavy burden 
of taxation, the misrule and extravagance of the present reactionary 
Ministry for the last four years. Let it be spared from further taxation 
and misrule and further reckless extravagance which must of necessity 
follow as a result of this *:5ale8 Tax — a tax which bids fair to be the 
veritable last straw on the camel’s back and a tax which has been 
characterised by one of the greatest of economists of the day 
Dr, Seliginan in the following terms: “The general sales tax is a 
discredited remnant of an outworn system; it is essentially undeiim- 
cratic in its nature and it w'ould, if enacted, exaggerate rather than 
attenuate the present inequalities of wealth and opportunity.” On 
these grounds, Sir, historical, theoretical and practical, I oppose 
Bill. (Applause from the Opposition Benches.) 

Mr. GIASUDDIN AHMED: 

cfcl? Of m fmi, ^ ^ 

TO ^ TO ^ ^ Sates Tax Bill^^ third readingtfl 



GOVERNMENT BILL, 


45t 


1941.1 

^ ^ ^ ^ I C? »P?? ^Cllf «RT 

ftri^ OTrtr VHnl4tsc*l^, 

^ ^arc^ c^ f^ir^ ; (tt ^ 

^ ^ ^ 3RH: frr TO TO^, ftrlH 

TO ’ttfr, ^ ^^?TO? ^TOJr 3^. c^ ittrt? ^ 

CftF^lir ^ott^ 'il ^<41 C^«f ^ TOtC^ C^tr^T TO ^ , 

fi5f (Tit TO TOl^nr Sales Tax BUI 

1%^ I ?p^ 'TOffi fwT fro 'iiprf^, 

^ ^*=1 TOtWJ cvlrv ^ CYtCTO I TOTS 

<4 ’TTOi TOt^ ^ TORI ^ CTO (Titl C=ftC^ TO 

fro ^ I Tot ^ ^tc^ ftro 

CTOm C^ ^v^TtUH ^ ’tc^ tfTO (?r*t TO fHn\5 liJ^TO 

^ tpiTO? ftOR tprt^ I f%cWt iJCTO TOT^ ^ CTO^, 

iiCTOl ^ TOT^ taxil? tax ^rfTO ^ <J^n C^FtCTO^ 

TO fe^ 3tOT ^nTO ( 7T^ ^W3 TO^ 

sales tax ^TTTTOR I fer C^ TO TOtm CTO^ ftw 

(?! TOT ^JTlTO^ ftW trfete Q TO’Tl ?tf®tWT \^ff\<\^ 

c^ii c5tTO, (7T^ TO. "TOn <71 TOni tr^OTi 

sales tax TOfTf^ CTOi: TOICV^ I 

fro ^ c 5 tcTO (71 'ilCTO TOt? (71 »pr?? ftrpR 

ivSlt TO ^ tax (TOCT I ^ CTO 5T^, finjt 

ti)3R 'BltC^ ^(ItC^ ^ CTOS ^ttCTl— vil^ TOB 3PTT 

v(^ TOt^ 6TTO (7^, TO^ (Trft frtro I ‘il’^N Joint Stock 

Company cTOl CTO^ (TTOin ^^TlTO'^t C^Jl CTOCT? ^5tt^S 

TO 5Tt«t tTTO TO I Tfrfrtl IT^ CTTO TOH S^ 

^ (TTT® ^ItC^ ^ I W*F«f CTO’ff f%CW S^t^ ^ TO, TRPll-IrtftWT 
^fi75 ^ Sk?, cTO^ cTO 5^1% aro ^ i ’VTcv? 
sales tax TOl <71? ^itTOt^ ^ C5ttTO ^ 

^TO?! I 'St? '4? sales taxJ3? fV tfCfftTO ^tC5[ C*t?l ^TOfl 

fwTOl C^tTO 5t? I 

3ifiN«^» ^ttrsiw tf?«t >n:w >»w >rt cfrt « 

•f^lipra tax H l w t fi f C^wrc^, f^. 'SWTO ^(SIlWlCT 6«jfs» ftc¥ 

frje -^tpn w® (?Tftf5f i crrH wrtrsnr 

c^ ^csitif «mn w®!^ cim^hf cfir» •tc^, <w aprt; «iftrtc*fi ftcv 
KTO I 
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(?mus ^ I ^ ^{VfOT p- 

^*rtll ^31^5" Hf^(,^*i (71 ^5?7f? tax Of'^tfl 

(mt^ (7T>f 

<4? Sales Tax BOl fir% ^ OmO ?rnrC!^, TOT, 

^T<FC*f^ ^rI^H #1TO <RrtC«f?r TOT^ 

(TTUf^ ^ (7r8?l V?rf% I ^ 3IC^W^ (.-^IWC^H C^ 

tax consumertTR C^tSTO i?T:? I fV^, consumer OTRC^ ^5Tt^ 

?f%, ^«r w^mz^ Tiz^ TOTOi ^ I 

Budget '«|lHlHl TOT® 

^ «rTO ftro 5ft i (Tfti 

■^(.<nf^(.«Ti ^ ^r#3lR ^ttcfrff f%W®t '^jftc-T ’BR’!t<ft<Tr«t^ 

“f3P , C^MC^I taxii^ tax ^ t^ft 

(TO^ »fap , ^ ^ ^Ttw SfSnr ftro 5T7 -tap , (TT 

l^rpt? CVftTO WtR I (cries of Hear, Hear) ^ 

■tap ^ c^ vftrv, (7[ v'sT ?t^5Tf? ^ «r®t3Tt<it^R7T?r 

•ii^* ^’[PTtOT'Q "tap I ^ct, <i)^* ^Fprt<ft^®r?r tr fefifi f 

ftro^ <lf%R fro 3)tR^i ^ ^TOt?r TFTTI ( T Pt ^C^H I 

ftrtsf TOT Sale^s Tax^il? Xt^ C^«t yff^ j\x ^ 

tpWTOr l^Ttfr xxtxtx xvm cxItm i ^«t >4^ c^ (Tp 

(TTOT v?rf^ I =ptcw? ^rto 5ft (Tpw^, ??if^ c?r^ i?r^ 

XZX, ^ ^ ^vtOT ?T?T? 

’^rWiTR ^ v£i^ firsi 

(TRtTR <7r<rt(R ^^t ^ toS 

(TPtiTi ^ (Tffti «tnr I wr’PcsT ^tftr^ cxzm w:=^ to? 

’Pt^ TOttTT TORT ^rftc? ^ I fVl, '^\XX] C*Rf^, ^tlk^ 

(7#l ^^tc^ &TtW ^tCHI C5tC6^ I ^tft^ ^[WDf? f^ftR 

'Slt^ (7t frrtW'il^ TTTOI <TtC15^ ^ ?j1%^ ^ar^RH I ^5; ^ 

fRn 'vRs TO! (TiCRp I (TP^f ^ 

XtX\ ^ ^ ^ ^ (TT^ FtTOft «RI V?, ^5lRF ^Fl^POTT 

TO I w ■TO grt^RT TO?i fV^n wtf% 

■TO vifti <7r, xfw ctR y^TO TO TO ^’c^r toc? (RTO 

TO9 TO''^ fro TO I ^tft? yr gR t r^ ^ to^t 

^ TOR CTOtTO TOn TOl TOaft TOfCTO STO (TTO ftltufe 
TO CT^ll ®fTO f^l fro, TOtm tffeTO TO« (Tftl TO (TTSm PTO I 
cTOrI (TOf^ Sales Tax TO «nRtTOr*R tffe TOT^ TOTO TO 
TO| I TOltTOr^ft ^3^ (?TO frrtH RtTO TO"^ (TOO <1fft 



GOVERNMENT BILL. 


469 


lIMlp' 

5n I AsWHfl fwf^n?Rr 

^ ^ ^5fc*nr fk ^ »Rrc5T wh f 

(Hon'ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy : ^ tax ^ ?n l) ^ ^ 
^5tOTf f?i?n I f^, i*i c?^ c? u) fwf^ 

^l*f C*r^^ I C^I ^ff^r 

?r^ f^, (TT c^ 6Tfc«-fl c^ ^ c*rs?n orr^. fVi, 

c^ (?r9in ’TCT^ (Tffei ^ tr?f% i 

c^ (?it5Tr^ trtw 5T7T ?i, «i]ti ^a^t^rsn i 

'^wl'ii (Tfr*f ftff c^ji c5tcw^ 

^ <71? ’nnr sales-tax ^Tiwi <Tti:^ I frrT!^ (Tr:?^ 

C*fCTI (TT tpj C^f^VS 15t? I ^N*51fC^C*f, (7r i?7tW 

^ Tf?1 ’rfifST'S^ft iil^R c^ ft^ 

^r$ Hku I T^^rt^T ^rftjf 95 ft (jtovernTnont.iI^ ?|r| (,jjm 

^ OT, ^5^ ■'ITd^ frrT^ ?1 jute duty ftlTl 

C^'krop, ^il^N <7T? iiW^ R?1 Primary 

Education«il^ TfT91 ^ (7T?1?1 %rl^, ^ (TFt^ TnTt? 

’^3 f%n-^ crtc5^ I ?ptrv? 'aiPnn (75rl<^c^i 

(TJ ’TTs frrt^ c^k^t5>M. i)3r* c? jpns i»t^ c^tnrc^ 

31 f%?7r 6 H 1 '®fvf 4 j^{,|^ c^kiJC^*i I iJ^ Halefl-tax f^ltirs sStlTl 'a^^lTPTPtV 

(7m<7R ^ I ^ Triw fyrt^ ai ft^i tin 

fe? c^c^Lb*\ (7f ij? «R7ff4ftR:«f5af 

(Tm ?!?. ftri ^ :5t^ TORf^ ! ^RTT^, 

f^asMi ^u(.''J> 5t?, <7r ^ (^omraitt«e^ TTt?R 

5Tt^ 61^1 T ?1 (.5]C<IC4> fV CTk'flt^ ? 

committee <5r?n ^ ^ flf^ c T ktitt; ^ 

report (iJir=T^ aWtflfH I ’s^s^rt^ c?<ri ^ 

0ftC7 ^ ft^ (T^m? | ?jfv-arfr 

crom ^ c^ 5T^ ^ ^ oNi 7 ^ 

^ ^ ^ record ^5#t TOR I (7I?| 

^ *^RTO ^ ftpin ?R5 ( 7 J recoid 

^ ^art^R C5tC«C^, (TT? Pecord*^'® C^ ^ C gt CRC^. CR RFRtO 
f%fR CTOU5 RtRT C5tnrC^*( I Rl?7f? ^ RRti tlRH giPH miaueed 

(TBRn^ TORI TO ?Ttw frc^ tprs r? i Sfeipsf Tori R CRf^R t ^ i 
vOR^ TaRRe <RtRf| TOPItRlRR cTO CR^ >8 rUcrR CR3R RTO 

CRt'^, (TTO C5ftC^ tPR RtlfR RFRl CRtV I fRU, cQ ^jtCRR 

CR^ RTO RRfR, RRt ft^TOR RtRR TO TO tfRl TORI RTR CR tR t^R 
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louee^u^c^^ ^HTC^ ^ ?r6*l ^rtCIpT I ^ ''^TWOTT 

^ ftriH ^ ^ cAu^ ^l5<sic^ *3^ frrtcinr 

tjf^ln «fHlt*ti C?tnir^ third reading 

tfRs^ 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E. Mr. Speaker, my honourable and 
eHteemed friend Mr. Satyapriya Banerji has in a most learned and 
instructive speech explained to the House the grounds of our opposition 
to this most iniquitous measure. I feel that it is beyond my power 
to add to the beauty or the force of what he said. I shall only endeavour 
to add a few homely words of my own and place before the House 
certain other considerations as to why we should not support this 
measure. In the course of my speech dealing with the budget I 
ex])re8sed disapproval of the Government’s taxation proposals and made 
it quite clear to the House that we are most strongly opposed to grant- 
ing them powers to levy any tax in the present circumstances. If I 
may remind the House, in that connection I set forth certain reasons — 
the principal among them being, firstly, tliat the Government had 
shown no mature plan or scheme on nati(m-building activities; secondly, 
that many grants which Government had provided in the past had 
lapsed owing to lack of definite plans, according to the admission of 
the Finance Minister himself; thirdly, that Government had followed 
a policy of giving out petty doles; and last but not least, that Govern- 
ment had used many grants quite frankly, as the budget estimates 
and the totals show, as a form of patronage, particularly communal 
patronage, showing themselves to be highly discriminatory in the 
distribution of those grants. 

Sufficient particulars were given by me on that occasion in my 
speech to make a repetition of those particulars unnecessary. In the 
light of our experience in the past and the plain lack of definition in 
the Government’s existing schemes I consider, Sir, that it would be 
dangerous to put more money into Government’s hands or to give them 
powers of further taxation. In connection with any proposal for 
further taxation, the Government have to satisfy two criteria before 
they can lay any claim to our support. First of all, they, must put 
before the Legislature and the people a clear-cut programme of social 
and economic reconstruction based and planned on sound economic 
lines. So far, whenever pressed on this point, the members of the 
Government liave resorted to vague generalities. This must give place, 
if our support is wanted, to work on a planned basis. We want ccffi- 
crete guarantees and not illusory promises. 

Secondly, the Government must satisfy us about the merits of their 
proposal and the urgent necessity of a Sales Tax. A Sales Tax, it 
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mu8t be conceded, is not an ideal impost; it is a form of indirect taxa* 
tion, admittedly regressiTe in character. It should be resorted to only 
in the case of extreme necessity, as has been done ir Great Britain 
to meet the special needs of the war. Since war conditions comparable 
to the state of affairs in Great Britain do not exist in Bengal, the 
Government should satisfy the Legislature and the people at least by 
telling them how the revenue raised will be expended and what benefits 
it is calculated to bring to the people at large. Generally speaking, 
Sir, there are many conditions which the (Government should fulfil 
before bringing forward a taxation measure. They should explain 
what the position of their finances is at the moment, the extent of the 
deficit and the new schemes they want to undertake, the estimated 
expenditure on those schemes, and then and only then the ways and 
means by w^hich additional revenue can be raised, (bily when those 
conditions have been satisfied, will the public be in a position to judge 
whether, firstly, the schemes proposed are necessary, desirable and, 
further, so urgent that they cannot be postponed even in the present 
abnormal times; and secondly, that the measures propo.sed for raising 
additional revenue are the best for the purpose. Just to levy imposts 
for the purpose of augmenting revenue with the idea, when money 
has been so raised, to undertake the execution of ameliorative measures, 
is not only a parade of lamentable ignorance of the first principles of 
public finance but, what is worse, is also bad policy altogether. For, 
if the funds are there, Government may embark upon schemes hastily 
and without sufficient preparation. The pressure of party members 
on such funds will also be great and may well prove to be altogether 
unhealthy. Instead of repeating cheap political platitudes, as the 
Finance Minister has done in the course of the debate on the Sales Tax, 
he would have been well advised to state precisely what are the big 
things he intends to do in a big way before he presented the liCgisla- 
ture with proposals for a fresh levy. The Government, 1 must main- 
tain, have done nothing along this line. The Finance Minister, it is 
true, has attempted to draw a terrifying picture of deficit, but we have 
goo<l reason to l)elieve that it has been ovenhme. 

As to the objects on which the money is to be spent he is, as usual, 
delightfully vague. The declared object of the Government is to raise 
additional revenue — to quote the Finance Minister’s own words — to 
enable them to maintain the natural development of the programme 
o! nation-buflding activities already in progress and for the purpose of 
financing the further beneficent schemes for the economic improvement 
of the province. High-sounding words those no doubt, but we have 
tllen'what the record of this Government's nation-building activities 
has*amounted to in the past. We are altogether in the dark about the 
future. What the Government really want from us is a blank cheque 
or an overdraft. We are not going to take their word for it. If the 
Government had introduced the measure after demonstrating its extreme 
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urgency or after revealing its specific purpose, we would certainly have 
given it due consideration. The Government have done nothing of 
the kind and I maintain, Sir, tj^ey deserve no support. 

Now, let me examine for the moment the two grounds on which the 
Sales Tax Bill is going to be passed into law. The grounds are, firstly, 
covering the estimated deficit and balancing the budget; secondly, 
securing more money for the nation-building departments. Neither 
of the two alleged grounds has been made out in the course of the 
debate on the Bill. We have said in connection with the budget, and 
we repeat it to-day, that much of the estimated deficit is illusory inas- 
much as it is calculated on under-estimation of receipts and an over 
estimation of expenditure, not only of the current but also of the cf)ining 
year. And so far as securing additional funds for the nation-building 
departments is concerned, we take our stand not only on the fact that 
though this Government had ample resources during the opening years 
of Provincial Autonomy they failed miserably year after year to plan 
and to put into operation any comprehensive scheme of nation-building. 
Instead of addressing themselves to nation-building, the Government 
allowed the non-nation-building deparlments to expand more than the 
nation-building ones. As my esteemed and honourable friend Rai 
Harendra Nath Thaudhuri said in the course of his budget .sjieech, 
since the introduction of the present reforms, the Government have 
allowed expenditure on departments other than nation-building to 
increase by a much larger figure than 134 lakhs which is now calculated 
as the pros])ective deficit. Even now, of the 80 lakhs of new expendi- 
ture proposed in the coming year, nearly 45 lakhs or 46 lakhs will go to 
the increase of expenditure on departments other than the nation- 
building departments, and if the calculated deficit is illusory to a great 
extent, I shall say that the cry of nation-building is even more largely 
illusory. We, therefoi'e, maintain, Sir, that there is no substance 
whatever in either of the two grounds on w'hich the Sales Tax Bill is 
proposed to be passed and passed in such an indecent hurry at a time 
when many of our sources of revenue are hit by the war and the 
resources of the country are being mercilessly drained for war purposes 
by the Centre. The voice of the people protesting against the imposi- 
tion of such an iniquitous measure of taxation at such a time has un- 
fortunately fallen on deaf ears. 

Sir, I shall now deal with the practical results of the operation of 
the tax and on this question I have no doubt that the tax would lead to 
further lowering of the purchasing power and of the standard of 
living which, as everybody knows, is deplorably low in the existing 
conditions. In Great Britain the Purchase Tax has been resorted to 
partially with the object of discouraging expenditure on non-essential 
commodities in order to lighten the burden of industrial production at 
home and turn it wholly to war purposes. The second motive there haa 
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been to induce the people to save. These considerations do not exist 
here. The immediate necessity of our expanding: industries is to find a 
groving^nd an ever-growing circle of buyers and to raise the standard ol 
living. In order to do this industrial products should be cheapened and 
people encouraged to spend. A Purchase Tax here is bound t(» have quite 
the opposite effect. 

Sir, the next ground on which we oppose this measure is that there 
are many commodities which should not have been taxed at all. 
A glaring example of that is of books. In Great Britain, I desire to 
^oint out to the House, books have been totally exempted from the 
operation of the purchase tax and as everybody knows there is no 
customs duty in India on books imported from abroad. This exemp- 
tion is granted on the ground of not interfering with the promotion of 
education and culture w^hich are the intangible assets and riches of a 
great country. It is not enough to exempt text-books used in primary 
schools and certain religious books only. All books should have been 
exempted. 

But, Sir, that is not all. When the Government were determined 
to proceed w’ith the consideration of the Bill we proposed to limit the 
life of the Bill to three years, but the Government would not agree. 
We tried to secure exemption for small dealers and manufacturers and 
for that purpose we proposed to raise the taxable quantum higher, but 
again the Government would not agree. On the analogy of other 
countries we proposed to reduce the rate of taxation to .start with, but 
again the Government would not agree. We moved amendments nots 
to encourage the export of such finished goods as liud no exportable 
surplus out of the province to the inconvenience of the consumers of 
the province, but again the Ministry would not agree. We suggested 
that the right to call for and inspect accounts was enough and that 
the taxing authorities should not be armed with the power of seizing 
and retaining the ac-^ount books of dealers, but again the Government 
would not agree. We attempted to reduce the rigour of the penal 
clauses of the Bill but again the Government would not agree. The 
authors of the Bill would not only put a bar against civil suits, but 
will not provide even an appeal to officers with judicial experience as 
suggested from this side of the House. This new despotism, to use the 
language of a recent Lord Chief Justice of England, of making law by 
framing rul^ behind the back and without the approval of the Legis- 
lature rtill continues and is perpetuated in this Bill. liastly, while the 
Government readily agreed to examine proposals coming from the 
European merchants of the city — ^possibly for a very important reason — 
thJy would, not agree to the most reasonable proiKisals made from this 
side of the House. In these circumstances we cannot possibly agree or 
acquiesce in this measure which, according to us, is bound to add 
heavily to the existing tax burdens of the people and in such distressing 
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times we feel, Sir, that this measure will give no corresponding benefit 
to the people at large. Had the Government really the intention of 
devoting money to nutioD-building purposes, there was nothing to 
prevent them from declaring that clearly in the Preamble of the Bill 
but that even they have not dared to do. We therefore oppose the 
Bill and we ask the members of this Legislature who are the children 
of the soil and have come to represent the children of the soil here, we 
ask them in all seriousness not to be misled into passing such a burden- 
some measure which will after all prove to be the veritable last straw 
on the camel’s back. Sir, we oppose the Bill because we feel that not 
only are the poor masses betrayed by this measure, but that the effecft 
of the Bill will be that the province will be undone. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir. may 1 address a 
query to youP 

Tht Hon’hfe Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Is it on a point of order. 
SirP 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: In view of the nature 
of the disrussion, may I address a (jiiery to you, Sir'" Earlier at the 
time of the first reading, you were kind enough to tell me that full 
opportunity would be given to me or to any other labour member to 
express fully our point of view which we did not get at that time. Then 
you were g<K)d enough to give me that assurance. Therefore, Sir, may 
1 request you to use your discretion and allow one speech from this 
eide of the House before the debate is closed? 

Mr. 8PEAKER S I am sorry. 

The Hoil’bli Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; Sir, the Lalmur Minister 
will speak. 

All the points raised have been met by me earlier in the debate. 
Only there has been a little heavier application of misconception, mis- 
representation, misconstruction and platitudes. 1 was congratulating 
myself that I had met the reasonable wishes of all sections of th^ 
House, but I find that my spirit of compromise has not been appre- 
ciated. So be it. I need only say that in this measure the taxation 
is very low, unduly low, lower than anywhere else, as this is a ene-^ 
point tax and not a general sales tax. This taxation does not affect the 
poor adversely. (Cries of ‘^Question”, question’’ from the Opposition 
Bttiches.) The taxation will fall primarily on the middle classes and 
the rich and will be spent for the poor of the province to ameliorate 
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their conditions. (Cries of '‘Question, question” from the Opposition 
Benches^) Those who oppose the tax oppose measures for the benefit 
of the poor and let them think carefully before they oppose this measure. 
(Loud applause from the Coalition Benches. ) 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy that 
Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Bill, 1941, as settled in the Assembly, 
passed, was then put and a division taken with the following result 
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ASM NMi, Mr. Mlria. 

AMirf Ntkl« Vlkra«MH. MMhH Mtf. 

AM«I MaJM. Mr. lyad. 

AM«r Rahaiaa, Khaa laliatfar. A. F. H. 

AMar Kahaiaa tlMMi, Mr. 

AMar RaHiaai, Maalvl Mtf. 

AMai MataM Malik. Dr. 

AMar Raaf, Khaa lahaiar Shah. 

AMat IhaliaM. Maalvl Mi. 

Ahal Nathiai, Maalvl. 

Ahal Mttaia AhaiM, Mr. 

Ahal Qaaaaai, MaaIvL. 

AhaMtf All MrMha. Maalvl. 

AllaiaMla Ahaith, Khaa fahatfar Maahrl. 
AihralaU, Mr. M. 

Aalai Nataala Khaa. Khaa lahaiar Maalvl. 
•all-Mart, Mitt F. •. 

Ohlptao^al*) Mr. 4. W. 
eiarh. Mr. I. A. 

Oat, Mr. Aaakal Ghaatfra. 

Farbaa Rata Ohaarikanr. Mr. M. 

Farhat Raaa Khaaaai. Ragaai. 

Fallal QaaGlr. Khaa lahaGar Maalvl. 

Faalar Rahaiaa, Mr. (Daoca). 

FaMar Rahaiaa, Mr. (Myaiaatlagh). 

•laMhn, Mr. 0. 
iaaMii Mr. t. A. 

•rlMtht, Mr. G. 

NaMhaMah, tha Naa’hia Haarah Rabaiar K^ af 

NaaMaGMa Abaiai, Khaa lahlh. 

Naalaa MarabaG, Mrt., MJI.K. 

W ai ta iaW y GaaMGar, Khaa lahlh Maalvl. 

Havhlagt, Mr. R. 4. 

NaaGry. Mr. OavM. 

M ayaaaG, Mr. Rafart. 

MiltMl. Mr. M. A. F. 


KahlraGGiB Khaa, Khaa iahaGar Maalvl. 

Kaiaia All Mirta, lablhtaGa Kawaa Gab lyaG. 
Maflracar, Mr. g. R. 

MaliaGGIa AbaiaG, Or. 

MaaGal, Mr. Gafat GbaaGra. 

MaalraGGIa AkhaaG, Maalvl. 

Mllat, Mr. G. W. 

Mart aa. Mr. R., G.I.I. 

Matlaai All Mafla, Maalvl M. 

MahaanaaG Atial, Khaa RahaGar Maalvl lyaG. 
MahaaiaiaG Ithaaaa, Maalvl. 

MahaaiaiaG Itrall, Maalvl. 

MahaaiaiaG UGGIiaa, Khaa RahaGar Dr. lyaG. 
MalHtk, Iba Naa'hit Mr. MahaaGa Rahary. 
Matharraff Maatals, tha Nfa*hla Havah. Khaa 
RahaGar. 

Mattafawtal Maiaa. Mr. lyaG. 

Ratarallah, HavahiaGa K. 

FaMaa. Mr. W. G. 

Ralkat, tha Haa’Ma Mr. Frataaas Dah. 

Ray, Mr. Obaaaajay. 
laGaraGGIa AhaiaG, Mr. 
la h aha Alaai, Mr. lyaG. 

Mlai Mr. I. A. 

larkar, Raha MaGhataGaa. 

laaahaGGIa. Mr. Khawaja. G.R.I. 

Itark, Mr. A. F. 

Maelalr, Mr. G. F. 
llrGar, Raha Utla MaaGa. 

Ilavaa, Mr. G. ft. R. 
labrawarGy, tha NaaHa Mr. N. I. 

TaaiUaGGIa Khaa, Iba Maa'Ma Mr. 

Walkar, Mr. G. R. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Vaaaf All GhaaGhary, Mr. 

Zahar AbMaG GhaaGhary, Maalvi. 


AhGal Hahaaai. Mr. 

AhGai WahaG, MaaM. 
*Ahi*HaaMGa larhar. MaalvL 
AIM FfBl, Mr. «G. 
Aa laia G Ma AbaMG, Mr. 
iaaaril. Mr. latya Friya. 


NOEi—U. 


Dai Rafla. Raha KhafiaGra Hath. 
Datta Rayla. MMi Mira. 


laiGaGal Naiaa, Kial. 

•haaa» Mr. AM KrliMa. 
• la taG G I a AhataG, Mr. 

Naaaa AN GhawGiary, Mr. lyaG. 
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MaK, Hr^AivMto Kfww. 

HAlMMiar, Mn. Hammcwa. 
MwimiaaM lilMiAkail, MmIma M. 
Mr. 

NMMlitr All, Mr. 

RmIiiMIa AIimM, Mr. 

Rty, Mr. Okani OkaiiMA. 


R»jr, Mr. MtWMiliA RAM. 
taayAl* Mr. liMBka Nknv. 
tM, Mr. Atel ChMtfrA. 
•fcalitMl, Mr. 

Waliir RalinM. Mariti. 
Zmm. Mr. A. M. A. 


The Ayes being 71 and the Noes 33, the motion was carried. 


Adjournment. 


It being 9-40 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Friday, the 7th March, 
1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proeeei|/iigs of the Bengal Legulative Auemblg aatembled 
under the provuiont of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in tlu* Assembly House, on Friday, 

the 7th March, 1941, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’hle Sir Muhvmmao A/izrL H aqi’F., c.i.k., 
Khan Buliadur'l in the Chair, 9 Hon’ble Ministers and 1H() members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Arrest of Mr. Sudhir Das of Bengal Labour Party. 

M22. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in of the Home Department aware that 

Mr. Sudhir Das of the Benpil Labour Party was arrt^sted without any 
warrant on the 4th February, 1941 ^ 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ hie 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons of sueh arrest ? 

(c) Is it a fat t that Mr. Das was kept in the hajat of Alipore (Vmtral 
Jail in the company of criminal under-trial prisoners under the supervi- 
sion of criminal convicts acting as convict warders? 

(d) Is it also a fact that on the 7th February, 1941, Mr. Das was 
assaulted by five such convict warders and had to be admitted to the jail 
hospital ? 

(e) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, do the Government con- 
template discontinuing the practice of posting criminal convicts for the 
purpose of supervising over under-trial prisoners in jail custody? 


^ The Hon’bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: («) to (r) I do 

not 'know the details of his arrest but on the 4th February, 
1941, he was admitted to the Alipore Central Jail charged under 
rule 56(^;-^ of the Defence of India Rules and was lodged in 
the undertrial ward under a paid warder and a convict overseer, 
with other non-haJ)itual under-trial prisoners. 
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(d) No: but on that date he had a fight with four other under-trial 
prisoners in the course of which received abrasions and wsi^s removed 
to the jail hospital for treatment. 

(e) No. 

Mri 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. 
It is the convention of this House that in the absence of the Minister 
concerned in whose name the business in the agenda appears, another 
Minister can reply, but since the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq is 
present here can Sir Bijoy reply? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It was by mistake that 
my name appears against answer to starred question 122. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: It was a mistake. As the honourable 
member knows, Sir Bijoy was replying to questions relating to the 
Home Department from before. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon hie 

Minister be pleased to state what are the causes which led to the 
alleged fight as mentioned in answer (</)? 

Tho HonHlIo 8ir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Evidently, there 
was some quarrel between him and the warders that led to the fight. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Was this convict 
overseer one of the persons involved in that quarrel? 

The Hon’ble SIR BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: : He probably 
did not like the convict overseer, and that is what led to the quarrel. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR; On a point of order, 
Sir. We are not to he given mere surmises as “Probably he did not 
like him and probably he did not do that.” 1 have asked for definite 
facts. Therefore, Sir, 1 would through you ask the Hon’ble Minister 
to make his statement in reply on definite facts which he has taken 
the trouble of ascertaining. 

The Hon’bhi Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 ask for notice 
in that case. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMAR: Will the flon^le 
Minister be pleased to state why this question has not been answered 
in full after ascertaining all the necessary facts? 
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Hit Hofl’bit Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, as far as 
we ooiil<y ascertain the answer is contained there. But if my honour- 
able friend wants further facts, they have got to be ascertained, 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR; With reference to 
answer (c), namely, that Government did not contemplate disconti- 
nuing the practice of posting criminal convicts for the purpose of 
supervising over under-trial prisoners in jail custody, will the Hon’bl© 
Minister be pleased to state whether he will be prepaml to give careful 
consideration to the question of undertrial prisoners who are alleged 
or at least presumed to be innocent not being platted under criminal 
convicts while they are kept in jail custody us under-trial prisoners 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I would just 
draw the attention of my honourable friend to the words “non-habitual 
under-trial prisoners.” I think that “criminal” is not the proper 
expression. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, 1 am sorry that 
the Hon’ble Minister has not got the actual point in the questnm. 
Actually criminal convicts are employed to act us overseers and convict 
warders and convicted perscms are placed as overseers over under-trial 
prisoners who have not been convicted and who are presumed to be 
innocent. 1 am asking whether the Hfut’ble Minister should be 
prepared to consider the advisability of continuing the practice of 
posting convict w'arders over under-trial prisoners — convict persons 
exercising authority over under-trial prisoners presumed to be innocent. 

The Hon’hJe Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government is 
prepared to look into the matter. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government asked the Superintendent, Alipore 
Central Jail, to enquire into the (juarrel and (»ther relevant facts? 

The Hofl’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I have already 

replied to that. 

• 

Mr: NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he will be prepared to make a 
•thorough enquiry into the alleged incident and by referring to the 
incident which had taken place ascertain facts from the Superintendent 
as well as from Mr. Das who is alleged to have been assaulted? 


Tht HonHle fir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes. Sir. 
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RMief to flood-stridcoii ^ Arambogli sulidivisiip. 

M23. Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; (a) TV ill the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Eevenue Department be pleased to state if 
the people of the Arambagh subdivision suffered as a result of the floods 
caused by the breaches in the abandoned left embankment of the Dara- 
keswar river in August, 1940 P 

(b) If so, what relief was rendered to the people of the Arambagh 
subdivision P 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) There was a breach of about 
800 feet in the abandoned left embankment of the river Darakeswar at 
SheikpuT, Manikpat, in the Arambagh subdivision by the rise of the 
water level of the river. The onrush of water which caused the breach 
did not last long but subsided very rapidly. The damage was slight. 

(b) A sum of about Re. 8 and 26 maunds of rice were distributed 
free to the people in distress. A sum of 118.500 was also distributed 
to 142 persons for rebuilding their huts. Agricultural loans to the 
extent of Tls.20,000 have been distributed in the affected area. 


Malaria in East Mymensingh rural areas. 

•124. Mr. il. W. R. STEVEN: (n) Is the Hon’hle Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department 
aware — 

(i) that since his reply to unstarred question No. 128 asked on the 
lOth September, 1040, there has been an increase in the 
serious incidence of malaria in the Pbist Mymensingh rural 
ureas, particularly in the Netrakona subdivision; and 

(n) that there is a shortage of quinine in these areas? 

(5) Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased to state the quantities of 
quinine distributed in these areas — 

(i) from 81st March, 1940, to lOth September, 1940; and 

(n) from 10th September, 1940, to date? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he con- 
templates making special grants of quinine for these areas? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what programme 
has been made with the comprehensive anti-malaria scheme for these 
areas since his reply (g) to unstar led question No. 128 asked on the 
10th September, 1940? 
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MINISTCR in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja 
HahibullOh Bahaduri of Daooa): (i) A statement showing the 

number of cases treated in dispensaries and hospitals in the subdivisions 
of the district of MjTnensingh up till November, 1940, is laid on the 
Library table. The figures indicate that while the incidence is serious, 
there has been no appreciable increase in Ihe inciden(‘e of malaria, 
especially in the eastern part of the district. 

(n) It is reported by the District Board of Myineiisingli that there 
is no shortage of quinine. No such report about any shortage of 
quinine has been received by the Public Health Department. 

(/>) The following special grants of (piinine have already l>een 
made to the district during the current year: — 

Quinine sulphate powder — 100 lbs. 

Quinine sulphate tablet — 7ft lbs. 

Cinchona febrifuge powder — 150 lbs. 

Cinchona febrifuge tablet — ftft lbs. 


Besides, l,0(K) quinine ampoules and 2d malaria epidemic do(tt<^r8 have 
been supplied to ihe district. The total nornml (juinine grunt for the 
district during the year through the recogniHe4l agem ieH was Ks. Oft, 850. 
The District Board has rej>orte(l that they have also distributed 480 lbs. 
of quinine of the value of lls. 11,340 from the District Fund. The 
District Magistrate has report«*d that 20 lbs, of (juinine and cinidiona 
febrifuge have been distributed from 3 1st March, 1940. to 1 0th Septem- 
ber, 1940, and from 10th September, 1940, to date 13U lbs. of quinine 
have been distribuU*d in the areas. 

(c) Special grants have been made and will be made wljenever neces- 
sary. 

*(d) The anti-malaria schemes in the Mymen.singh district are still 
under investigation by the Irrigation Department. Hydraulic survey 
is being made by that department us the schemes contemplate resuscita- 
tion of certain choked water channels in the district. A scheme for 
resuscitation of the Mogra river in the Netrakona subdivision is under 
investigation and the Malaria Engineer and the Assistant Director of 
public Health, Malaria Research, have been instructed to inspect at 
& ^rly date. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state how long it will take for the Irrigation Department 
to. investigate and Submit the^ hydraulic survey ieport to Government K 



472 


QUESTIONS. 


[7th Ma»., 


The Honlilt Hm9to Kfiwaja HABIBULLAH Bahaduri of Dacca: 

Sir, I cannot aay for another d^artment as to how long it nJill take. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether this work of resuscitation of these rivers is the 
work of the Health Department or not for the improvement of health J* 

The Hoti*bie Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

All werrk of resuscitation of rivers is for improvement of health. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Honble 
Minister be pleased to state wliether he has ascertained from the 
affected localities if the supply of quinine has been adequate for their 
needs P 

The Hon’bic Nawab Kbwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

As far as T have been given to understand it is adequate for hospitals 
but I would like to say further that when the budget grants will be 
taken up, 1 shall be able to satisfy the House that Government are 
considering this question very seriously and adequate grants of quinine 
will be provided for combating malaria. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any sum of money has been included in the 
budget for irrigation work in the Mymensingh district this year? 

The Hon’bic Nawab Kbwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I cannot answer for another department. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: 1 mean the Public Health Depart- 
ment. 

The Hon’bit Nawab Kbwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, cf Dacca: 

If the honourable member will look into the budget he will find that 
there is a lump sum provided for this sort of work. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: While I am thankful 
for his assurance for providing adei|uate grants, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether during this time when people are 
affected by the malaria epidemic, what steps is he going to take 
immediately to' supply them with sufficient quantities of quinine and 
other medical aid P 

The Hon*blc Nawab KhweJa HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I have already answered that whatever demand has been made we have 
supplied and if further demands are made we shall supply them. 
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Mr. MIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Besides the scheme 
for the resuscitation of the river which I believe is under consideration 
of the Government, what other steps liave been taken to cope with 
malaria in the district of Mymensingh? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

As I have already stated, when I shall be putting up my budget, I 
shall give a full detailed scheme as to what steps are l)eing taken in 
regard to malaria. 

* Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon hie 

Minister be pleased to state whether in view of the seriousness of the 
situation, he will be prepared personally to undertake a tour of the 
affected parts of the district accompanied by members of that district 
in this House? 

The Hon’blo Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

I have already promised to go to that district. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Honble 
Minister be pleased to state how soon Ids promised visit may Im* 
expected to materialise? 

Tho Hon’blo Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

As soon as the Assembly closes. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Honble 
Minister be pleased to state whether it may be expected that he will 
undertake the tour within a very short time after the Assembly closes, 
say in the course of about two weeks? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: He has already promised to visit. 
There is no need to ask for further assurance, 

• The Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, regarding question 
No. 12o. there are some printing mistakes in the answer and I would * 
suggest that it may stand over till they are corrected. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: All right, it will stand over. 

Ordoro paa ood by Subdivioional Oflloor of Bongaon on tho Editor, 
<<Pallibarta”. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Mihister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
an explanation was demanded from the Editor of the weekly journal 
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PalUharia by the Subdivisional Officer, Bon^aon, with regard to tlie 
publication of some ordinary non-political news in bis letter No. 166, 
dated the 15th January, 1941 P ^ 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the authority under 
which the explanation was demanded P 

The Hofl’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: {a) No demand for an 
explanation was made but the Editor was asked to be good enough to 
furnish certain information. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to enlighten us with the contents of that demi-official letter f 

The Hoffi*ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot now reproduce 
4he contents of the demi-official letter but it only asked for information 
under certain heads. For instance, it was stated by the Palliharta 
that a certain Sahitya Parish ad was a defunct body and the Sub- 
divisional Officer asked for information as to the source or sources from 
whi(^h it derived this information. Secondly, the Palliharta made a 
statement that a certain meeting was attended by the public of Bangaon 
and the Subdivisioual Officer wanted to know who were the persons 
who attended, who were the conveners and other particulars about ’/he 
meeting. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what authority the Subdivisional Officer had to enquire 
into the matter by putting such questions as stated by the Hon%le 
Minister? 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The Subdivisional Officer 
has got ordinary and extraordinary powers in order to carry on the 
administration. He can ask for information which he thinks neces- 
sary for the good of the administration and he can also ask for infor- 
mation under the Defence of India Kules which are very wide. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what particular necessity arose in this case to enquire 
of the editor with regard to the names of the conveners of the meeting 
and the sources of information? 

Thi Hoii*blt^Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: First of all, a meeting was 
said to have be^n held of the citiiens of Bangaon and the Subdivisions* 
Officer had definite information that it was practically no meeting 
at all — only a few persons attended and passed certam resolutions. 
He, therefore, asked as to the names of the persons who convened and 
who attended the meeting and other information* 
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Mf«. ATUL KRI8HHA CHOSE • Will the Hou’ble Minister be 
pleased tq state why the Subdivisional Officer did not refer the matter 
to the Police Department but on the contrary referred to the editor 
in charge of the paper? 

Mfi SPEAKERS That question does not arise. 

ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE S Will the Hoii’ble Minister l>e 
pleased to state whether he has jrot any information wdiatsoever about 
the fact that the Subdivisional Officer is takiiig an active part in 
local politics and is trying? to crush Hindu organisations? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister b^ 
pleased to enlighten us as to whether he is aw'are td the faid that the 
Subdivisional Officer threatened the members of the Bur who did not 
attend the function in honour of the Chief Minister? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That (question does not arise. 

(Then the next question was called.) 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, I have got some more <jues- 
tions to put. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Just now you put three questions none of which 
was in order. If you persist in putting questions which do not arise,, 
what am I to do? So, I am sorry I cannot allow you to put any more^ 
questions. I have already called the next question. 


ExoiM shops in Mjfmonsingh district. 

• •127. Mr. AMRITA LAL MONDAL: (a) Will the Hon’blo 
Minister in charge of the Forest and Excise Department be pleased to 
state — 

(1) the -number of the excise shops (dry and liquid) at present 
. existing in the district of Mymensingh; and 

(2) the name of the shops and the number of vendors in each of 

them, who are— 

* (f) Caste Hindus, 

(u) Muslims, and 
(m) Scheduled Castes? 
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(b) Will the Hon*ble Minister be pleased to state whether oommnnal 
ratio is observed in distributing those shops? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAiKUT: ( a ) (1) 195. 

(2) A statement furnishing the information is laid on the Library 
table. 

(b) No, but in the distribution of new licences special care is taken 
to see that adequate representation is given to the members of the 
Scheduled Castes and the Muslims. 

Priaonars umlar Dafanca of India Rulaa. 

M28. Mr. ilNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that Babus Jatindra Nath Roy, Debendra Nath Ghose, Deb 
Kumar Ghosh, Biren Bose, Nani Sen, Nalini Das Gupta, 
Tarapada Gupta and Jogesh Majumdar, Security prisoners, 
were handcuffed and made to walk through the streets of 
Barisal town during their transfer from the Barisal District 
Jail to the Hijli Special Jail; and 

<ti) that no other batch of Security prisoners from any jail of 
Bengal were treated likewise during their transfer from one 
jail to another? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Ministei be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(c) Do the Government consider the desirability of taking proper 
steps against the escorting police officer or officers responsible? 

Thi Mon'lile Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: («) (i) and (5) 

1 am having enquiries made and will communicate the result to the 
honourable meml>er on receipt. 

(o) (it) I have had no complaints of this nature from other places. 

(c) Suitable action will be taken if the enquiries indicate that the 
police acted illegally or with impropriety. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
1)6 pleased to state whether Government have considered the desirability 
of issuing orders to the effect that 8e<*urity prisoners should not be 
handcuffed while l)eing transferred from one jail to another? 

TN Hofilllt Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: First of all. 
Government must be satisfied that they were handcuffed at all. 
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Rai H/IRENDRA NATH CHAUOHURI: This question relates to 
the future. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to consider the desirability of issuinjf orders to the effect that 
security prisoners should not be handcuffed while bein^ transferred 
from one jail to another? 


. The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Is ii the alle^ia- 
tion that they are bein^ hun<lcutt‘ed? 


Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: ^ es, the allegation is in the 
question. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That is a matter 
under enquiry. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou may ask : it it transpires on enquiry that 
they were handcuffed, will the Hon’hle Minister consider the desir- 
ability of issuing' orders to the effect that sectirity prisoners should not 
be handcuffed while bein^^ transferred from one jail to another? 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Yes, Sir. That is what I 
want to ask. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: If ( lov eminent 
are satisfied that they w^ere hamlcuff'ed, Government will certainly take 
necessary steps in the matter. 

HMdquurtara of tho Divisional Commissionarp Rajshahi Division. 

M29. Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department Im* pleased to state— 

(a) which is the headquarters of the Commissioner, Rajshahi Divi- 
* sion ; 

(b) where the Divisional Commissioner, Rajshahi Division, resides 

. during the greater part of the year; and 

(c) whether the Commissioner, Rajshahi Division, attends his ejlas 

at Jalpaiguri regularly? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQl (a) and (6) Jalpaiguri. 

*81 
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(c) He attends regularly on dates fixed for the hearing of caeee or 
petitions and whenever any busi^ss with members of the public requires 
disposal. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the (Commissioner of the Rajshahi Division 
generally resided at Darjeeling and not at Jalpaiguri? 

Tha Hoil’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have no information. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR; Will the Hon hie Minister he 
pleased to state if it is a fact that the (^)mmisNioner of the Rajshahi 
Division comes dowm to Jalpaiguri from Darjeeling on week-ends only. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, he lives not in 

Darjeeling but in Jalpaiguri. 

Issue of gun lioenoes in Calcutta and Howrah. 

M30. 8J. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the number of persons to whom licence of guns of all descrip- 
tions including pistols and revolvers have been issued from 
the Ist January, 1940, to 31st October, 1940, within Calcutta 
and Howrah Municipalities; and 

{b) the number of them that are (1) Muslims and (2) Hindus? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) 53G. 

(b) Muslims 91 and Hindus 385. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Is the Hon ble the Chief 
Minister aware of the fact that applications for gun licence by the 
Mussalnians have been generally rejected by the Commissioner of 
Police, Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot answer a ques- 
tion like that when he says, “generally rejected.” ’ 

Mr. 8YED 4ALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if an application from a Muslim member belonging 
to this House has been very recently rejected by the 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. « 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to wludb were laid on the table) 

Exterimient order on Surendra Nath Datta. 

49. Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWASs (a) U the Hon’ble 
Minifiter in charge of the Home Department aware — 

(/) that one Suremlra Nath Datta, 8on of the late KriHhna Chandra 
Datta, was (anyin^ on hiisineBs in Cahutta under the style 
of National Hook Ag^ency; 

(ii) that on the 5th June, 194(1, he was served with an order of 
externmeut No. ttiGP.D., under section (i) of the 
Defence ot India Kules; 

(til) that the said Surendra Nath was the only earning member of 
his family consisting of five dependants; 

(iv) that the said business was the only source of his earning; and 

(r) that he has not yet been able to get em])loyment otherwise and 
elsewhereh 


ijo If the aiisNNto lo {a) In in the atlinuative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be (dcased to state — 

(n whether aii\ eiujuiry has been madt* by or at the instance of 
hi*' departnient r»‘gar<ling the heljdess state of the said 
Surendra Nath; and 

(ij) whether any niaintenuiMe all(>wan<’e has l>een or is likely to l e 
grunted \o him!*' 

{c) Are the (ioverunient lonsidenng the desirability ot revising 
their policy regarding the granting of maintenance allowances ttt the 
persons and tiieii dependants alfe'-ted by (he externment, internment 
and detention orders passed under the Defence ot India Rules!' 


riw Hon’Mo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (i) Yes. 

(ii) 'An order of that date was served on him on the 11th June, 
J940. 

• (Hi) to (v) I have no information. 

(b) An emtuiry was made iip<m an application for an allowance made 
by him. The application was rejected. 

(c) No. 
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Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: With referencfi to, answer 
(b)f will the Hon’ble the Chief ijinister be pleased to state the grounds 
on which the application for allowance was rejected? He has said 
in answer to another question that he has no information whether the 
restrainee has got no employment. 

The Hon*ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The policy oi Govern- 
ment was explained by Sir Nazimuddin on a previous occasion, and 
it is this. There are mainly three considerations which guide Govern- 
ment in granting allowances; first of all, he must be resident in 
Bengal; secondly, he must not be concerned with subversive activities; 
and thirdly, that this allowan(‘e is absolutely necessary for his main- 
tenance. As regards this person, the first condition, namely, that he 
should be in Bengal, was satisfied, but it was reported that he was 
taking part in subversive activities, and therefore he forfeited his 
claim to any allowance. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon ble the Chief 
Min ist(‘r l)e pleased to state what is the nature of subversive activity 
“ that this particular person was engaged in? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: They are too numerous 
to mention, and I am not going into the details. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon ible the 
Chief Minister be pleased to state whether this person was externed 
for taking part in subversive activities or not? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: 1 think so 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether it is the policy of Government 
not to give any allowance to a person who has been subjected to an 
externnient order? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As I have explained, if 

a man, when externed, is repentant, his case may be considered. 

Some circumstances may also exist for which he may be given a 
chance. But if he breaks the rules, he thereby forfeits his claims to 
any allowance. 

Itai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Are we to understand 
t^at he forfeited his right to have an allowance for breaking any 

rule or for taking part in subversive activities after the order of 

extern ment was issued on him? 
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Tht HonTlta Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: TaUng part, in 
versive activities was enough for him to forfeit his allowance. 


sub- 


Coachmen in Caloutti and Howrah. 

50. Mr. 8YED JALALUODIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hou hie 

Minister in charge of the Home Department he pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

(a) the number of licensed coachmen (hackney carriage driv<*rs^ in 
• Calcutta and Howrah, showing the figures separately; 

(h) tile number of the cases of inosecutions of the '•oaclioKui by 
the traffic jxdice and the numher of sueh eases whic h resultetl 
in convictions between the 1st January, IIMO, and the Hist 
Deeeiuher, 194(1, in Cahuittu and Howrah, showing the 
figures separately; and 

(c) the uuniher of stands ior hackney carriages in CHleuttuV 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: A statement is laid on the 
table. 


StatenuJit referred to in the reply to unstarred (juestwn So. 50. 

(^/) The licensing of hackney carriage drivers for Howrah and 
Calcutta is all done in Calcutta and no separate registers for the 
Howrah drivers are maintained; (i,5(»7 drivers are now licensed. 

Prosecutioiis. Convictions. 

651 594 

440 355 

( 0 ) 111 . 


(5) Calcutta 
Howrah 


• Mr. 8YED JALALUODIN HA8HEMY: In view of a large 

number of prosecutions and convictions of poor hackney carriage 
drivers who are invariably MussalrnaDs, will the Hon 'hie the Chief 
Minister consider the desirability of holding an enc^uiry as to the 
Trivolous nature of prosecutions 

Mr, 8PEAKER: That question does not ariw*. 

*Mf. 8Y€D JALALUODIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon'ble the 
Chief Minister be pleased to state whether he considers the desirabi- 
lity of holding an enquiry into the nature of prosecutions of hackney 
carriage drivers? 
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Tlw HonWe Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Now-a-days prosecutionB 
are started with fi^reat discrimination, and that is the reason why there 
have been very few failures in our prosecutions. Roughly speaking, 
prosecutions now-a-days are much less in number than what they 
used to be in former days. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: What is the nature 
of offences for which most of these prosecutions were made? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question cannot be answered. 

* Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
the Chief Minister be pleased to state whether he is considering the 
desirability of enquiring into the nature of offein-es for which these 
prose<‘utions have been started? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister has said, “No.” 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: 1 want that answer 
from the Hon’ble Minister himself. Sir, 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 tell you that (juestiou has already been answer- 
ed, and he lias said, “No”. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Instead of requisi- 
tioning the Iloii’ble the Speakers services, the Hon'ble Minister should 
be asked to reply to my (juestion, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Dutta Mazumdar, the remark which you 
have just made is unwarranted and uncalled for. You thought that 
I was spi'aking on beliulf of the Hon’ble Minister. But before assum- 
ing that and making use of an expression which was not only uncalled 
for but unbecoming of an honourable member of this House, you 
ought to have put a restraint upon yourself and enquired of me as to 
the actual state of affairs. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I did not even see 
the Hon’ble Minister standing up and making a reply. Sir, I do 
wish to submit to you 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order, Mr. Dutta MasUmdar. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I riae on a point of 
order, Sir. 
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Mr* SPEAKER: No, there can be no point of order on this 
question.' 

Mr. KIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDARi I have a right to 
rise on a point of order. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not going to hear you as I know you have 
no point of order. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon hie 

Minister l)e prepared to accept iny statement that these prosecutions 
aVe generally made only to fill up the (juota of j)rosecutions ns direct- 
ed by the officer in charge of the thana concerned P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not think that is 

correct. 


NON-OFFICIAL RESOLUTION. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: While ^peukin^ on my 
amendment on the last occasion, Sir, 1 drew the attention <d the 
honourable members of this House to the fact that neither discretion 
was being shown nor justice was being meted out in the matter of 
classification of political prisoners, whether they were security 
prisoners or prisoners convicted under the Defence of India Rules or 
under the Indian Penal Code. Ry way of illustration, Sir, 1 shall men- 
tion onl\ three nalne^. They are Anukul ('handra Chutterji who was a 
Muktear practising in the criminal court of Madaripur while he was 
arrested under the Defence of India Rules. He was given Division 
III. 1 understand that while he was convicte<l at Faridpur, the 
Magistrate wdio convicted him gave him Division 11, hut (loveru- 
ment interfered in the matter and awarded Division 111. Sir, I want 
to know’ from the Hon’ble Home Minister what are the reasons for the 
Government to interfere in the classification of this particular prisoner 
Anukul Chandra Chatterji wdio hclong.s to a rcHpe< tahle Brahmin 
family and who was a practising lawyer at the time of liis arrest. lie 
was given Division II hv the convicting Magistrate hut the 
Government interfered and awarded him Division III. 

Then, Sir, I will mention the names of tw’o other gentlemen— 
J4r. Arunangshu Dey, m.a.. and Mr. (iurudas Iloy. n.A., who also 
belong to highly respectable famflies of Talukdars and have respectable 
connections. 

• Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: On a point of order. 
Mr. Deputy 8f>eaker, I am constrained to rise on this point of order 
in view of the fact that the Hon'ble Sf>eaker has just left and might 
I request you to take notice of section VMZ), where it is stated that 
any member may at any time submit a point of order for the decision 
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of the Speaker, but in doing so he will conhne himself to stating the 
point. I am entitled to raise a point of order any time and under the 
rules no one has the power to ^ prevent a member from rising on a 
point of order. That right was interfered with by the Hon’ble Speaker. 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am submitting this point to you without any 
delay so that at the earliest possible moment either you or 
Mr. Speaker more properly should take notice of this section and give 
his opinion as to the propriety or otherwise of his action in not 
allowing me to rise on a point of order and stating that point. May 
I refjuest you to be good enough io raise this ])oint to Mr. Speaker? 

Mft Khwaja 8AHABUDD1N: May 1 submit, Sir, that there is no 
point of order raised by Mr. Niharendu Dutta Mazumdar? He is 
definitely obstructing the proceedings of the House and is abusing the 
privilege of the House. 

Mft DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Mazumdar, when Mr. Speaker 
will come, will you jdease raise this point? 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Mr. Deputy Speaker. 1 have 
given the names of three geiitlemeii, Mr. Anukul (Chandra ('hatterji, 
a lawyer, Mr. Arunangsliu Dey, u.a., and Mr. (iurudas Roy, n.A., 
who have been given Division IIT. Sir, I submit that a<'cording to 
rules of the Jail Code even they are entitled to a higher division than 
that of Division III because of their social status and style of living. 
Sir, I do not understand why these gentlemen and many other gentle- 
men having the same .social status and style of living have been given 
Division III. May I ask the Hon’ble Home Minister, was it due to 
vindictiveness on the part of the (Government in awarding these 
prisoners Division III ? Sir, T do not find any other rea^mn than 
vindictiveness. 

Just now in reply to a question of ours the Hon’ble Home Minister 
was pleased to answer that a person externed on suspicion of having 
joined any subversive activities will not be granted allowance; that 
means, he will not be shown any pity, neither his family members. If 
that be the attitude with regard to persons who have been deprived of 
The only source of income, may I ask is it the same attitude which 
governs the policy of the Government in awarding divisions to poli- 
tical prisoners? I submit, Sir, it is high time that Government should 
change their policy and allot proper visions to the political prisoners 
according to the Jail Code. 

Then, Sir, apart from this question, as I have already mentioned, 
these political prisoners have a special claim to being treated as first 
class criminal misdemeanours in jail. I pointed out that it was owing 
to the sacrifices and sufferings of these political .^prisoners and other 
polilioal workers of the same community that the present Ministers 
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owe ikeir seats in the Cabinet. At leajjt out of gratitude the present 
Government, who call themselves to be popular Government, should 
give special consideration in the case of these prisoners who have 
gone to jail not for any criminal action of theirs but for their political 
opinion or political action. 

Sir, with these few words T commend my amendment to the 
acceptance of the House. 

Mr. OHARU CHANDRA ROY : ^ 

I il? — This Asiembiy is of opinion 

that all prisoners in Bengal jails, whether detained or convicted under 
the Defence of India Rules or kept under trial or ctuivicted for offences 
against the State under the Indian Renal (julc he placed in Division I 
or a new Special Divisitui, similar to Division I, he created i(tr them 
and that rules be trained in respect of their ration, interriews, letter 
writing, sup})ly of hooks and newspapers and (»ther reasonable amenities. 

Deputy Speaker tpst^ ^ 

5tt a (?j ^ 

'ij^i c^lc4 ^ i 

f^sspn (TFf^ 

r fV ( moral turpitude ) ? 

^ *ftfl mi 

TT^ h tr c it cg t cTO*! I 'srtn 'affWPt ^ 

'Q I ‘il? OT*1 

'5t«rj ^ I ^ (Tffc^rflrsR ^ 

\itt5tw (yrr^ I ^ 

I "5Rn BRT whi 3 

*ftft mn mi (Jim i5fm 5^ 

m\ (Jim I 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, (J m 3^1 

C5trTO simpi 'zim COT (jm i ijtc^ f% — 

C^C ' 4 I "Stc^ , 

TS C^ r '*fTw ^FTSt'JOT 

^trf% ’POTR ^ — 

• Jpil Codetij^ 617 ifBrtir — Prkoners will be eligible for 

Division I irrespective of their nationality if (t) they are non-habitual 
prisoners of good character, (<i) they by social status, education and 
habits of life have been accustomed to a superior mode of living and 
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they have not been convicted of offences involving elements of cruelty, 
moral degradation or personal greed, serious or premeditated violence, 
a^rious offences against property, offences relating to the possession of 
explosives, firearms and other dangerous weapons with the object of 
committing an offence or enabling an offence to be committed and 
abetment or incitement of these offences. 

Division I ^ special clas oq^ iftft I ^ India Defen ?e Rules 

c^fctic^d (TR Dividon II and III ^ 

orfnrcf I ^ tffe ^ (71 

Trying Magistrate Division II recommend ^ ’CTs 

Division Illc^ place ^ C5tC?rC^, I^egidative As^mbly? member 

Division I ^ I Divi ion 

I and II? TJTTt 5^tf73 c4t(.'^ 

^ I tjTtnr? 

prisoner?! I ’PFtC^T ?’ft?l ^ 

?*f ^ I ^ ^ «M7 orm ^ jth 

butter 4?^ Jth chatak ft | (71 ^ 

^ftc^ ivm f% (Trt^rc^ (TI Jth chatak ?! Jth chatak ft ^ 

<tft^«l ?# '3 ^ ?t^ (Ttrs <1tc? ? WKr item : — Tea, coco 

Jth chatak, milk 1 chatak, sugar 1 chatak C?t«T ^t’f! fttj 

r/TSTt? ^ft?T I ^t?^ ^‘'J? c?«lH ’^It?!? I Fine rice, 

fine rice ?tR ftP C?t?lT? ^ (TTR 

h fish 2 chatak, condiment < ^th chatak, ci^ (TT^ ^th chatak, 

51?? J chatak, mu4ard oil J chatak | C?HI? ?T?n I CWC^ 

?? ?*flr?? ^ ?T?1 ?F^ (Tf^?! ?? ?Cfe, ?4'^ ?^«T 

C*R ?! I ^Witm coir^? ?tftC"?(7T? C^t?^ C5tW il?: coir jj? ?tf%»[ 

c*r8?! ^ I ^t??f? '8RT (?fs?i ^ ; ii? ?r?T 

f^BF ^ I Divi don III prisonorc?? ?tC*fT? ^5tf%V! 

Of?ir? ?^lC?^ C? famine diet (ttq?! ?? (a Coalition meml)er: 

(TTt^ ^ ^ I ?^ ? ?ft table turn | 

‘Tt'Q?! '4?^ •t?!? ?7t^ ftr? Alipore, Preiidency 4?: Hijli 
Jail4 hunger-strike C?tnift? | ?ft ??t?? 4?; Porter ?tC!rc?? ?CW 

^l!?t? 4ftTOr ^?t?t^ C?lnrft3T l ^t?! C?tC^'C?? as soon as possible 4? 
4?^ ?7?n (7Ft?C?? ?ft hunger-strike ^ C?^?l ?? 1 fsC??? 

hunger-strike d? C5T? I March 4^T^ (Tfl? ?T?n^ ?ll ft I 

d “as soon as'" 4^^ ftR ?tPr^ ^*11171 I 
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1 Hijli Jailvij library ^ I Statesman '8 

(?f8?l ^ I Nationalist Of ^ ^ I 'ilOf? fipTl 

c^st^ ^ ^ cPtciJf <»f?prt?r ^ i 

fkc^ Mr. Deputy Spoakervij?f through fef C^ 

political prisonerOTT '*<lS4 (TTf^ ^TNl C5tnnn? 

special divi>ion4? ^®t I (Tff^ ’[fM WKf 

c^ t c^fe gR OT c^Ttr^ c^ TOT ^!iTc7r I ttr:^ ^ (t^ 

'^a HijJi CWC^ I ^siTf^ R(l<i*f'H (TFtf^ 

3Ff^ popular GoverumeiiM^ s^TtJfl 

I non-co-operation raoveraentij^ ^p^ni 7ts>t^ 7tsrt^ (TTt^ 

^ I 

(Spet-ial Cla^s) C^^\\ I (M^ Buit^auc ratio Govornmonti]^ 

(71 ^TPin political pri onerO^ ^TT =^1^71 I 

'®rf^ ^ political pri oner^^Tl fV ^7Bl I 

C^5f ^ ^ ^»flOT tpgt^ C<Ff?rfe I 

Mft ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir. I to support tlie inneiid- 
ment moved by my lioriourahle Irieiid Mr. Surtmdra Natli Biswas. 
Before I enter into details and before I draw the attention of the 
members of the Coalition Ibuty to the philosophical usj)eet of the 
situation that has been created by the detentiim and imprisonment 
of j)olitical jirisoners, 1 would like to narrate in brief the real situation 
in wliich they are placed. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker. Sir. the statiunent in m> hand which I have 
received from the prisoners who are inside the jail rea<ls like this. Let 
me nairate how the.se })ri8oners undei the Deleiice of India Rules are 
pas.sin^ their days! The Hou'blc MiniNt<‘r in char^re of the Home 
Department, 1 hope, will listen to the harrowing- tale. 

• (1) These prisoners are kej)! constantly in company with ordinary 
criminals. 

(2) They are made to jail labour from (1-3U a.m. to 11 a.m. and 
*again from'l p.m. to 4-30 p.m. 

(3) They have no time for study. 

^4) They are made to wake up at 4-30 a.m. in the early morning 
an*d sit in file till 5-30 a.m. when they are brought out from the rooms 
and made to sit in file for the jailor’s inspection up to 5-45 a.m. In 
winter season, early morning they are not even allowed U} wrap them- 
selves up in blankers while sitting in file fur no purpose whatsoever. 
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They are then made to go to the latrines in files where they are not 
even allowed to stay for 10 minutes, because for a few hundred 
prisoners there are only about # dozen latrine compartments. And the 
“latrine parade“ is to be completed within about 30 minutes only. 

They are made to eat in files, wash in files, bathe in files, and even 
sit in files during leisure. 

(5) That they are in no way different from the other ordinary 
criminals is being demonstrated cruelly by the jail authorities in 
forcing the political prisoners to wear caps and identification discs, 
tie f/amclias, crop their hair very close to the scalp. A little inadveft- 
ance in properly observing them invites abuses and assaults. 

(0) Due to the vindictive policy of the jail authorities the sepoys 
and jamadars take every opportunity to humiliate and even assault 
the political prisoners. 

(7) The food of the Division III prisoners is hopelessly miserable. 

The quality of their rice is extremely had and full of little pebbles; 
the dal they get is diluted with water; the “lapsi”, their only morning 
meal, is always a foul-smelling grind full of little pebbh^s. and what 

is given to them in the name of vegetables is an almost inedible stuff. 

(8) Tiieir clothing is very inadeijuate. They are given only two 
janf/ins and two kurUts. In the winter it is only supplemented with 
an unusable dirty blanket fatua. They are not permittiHl to use their 
own personal (dothiiig which are allowed to prisoners in Division III 
prisoners in other provinces, e.g., United Provinces, (Vntral Provinces, 
etc. 

(9) Tliey are made to stand in the Superintendent's parade and 
made to display their history sheets in a very humiliating manner. 

(10) The political prisoners are not even exempted from the most 

humiliating and derogatory tasks, e.g., putting them in the ghunis^ 
chal'k'is, cowshed. There has been an occasion when a D. I. R. 

political prisoner. Comrade J. Shahu, was put to the ghnni and after 

a few weeks was removed to the cowshed. o 

(11) The political prisoners are not allowed to supervise the general 
kitchen; ami as a result, filching and stealing in the kitchen has no 
limit. Thus the prisoners do not even get what they are entitled tc 
by the Jail (\>de. And what is more distressing is that at times when 
this stealing goes beyond limits a score of prisoners are to go without 
any food at all. 

The Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department will, I 
hope, realise the deep significance of these incidents that are daily 
taking place in the jails of Bengal. History will record this sort of 
dealings to the prisoners who have embraced imprisonment. If they 
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wanted, tiiey could easily keep aloof, they could live like citiaens free 
from all encumbrances and perhaps could enjoy life no less dij^nihed 
than that of any one of us. 

In the history of the world, political philosophy has played 
.a part which is unique and it is the philo8oj>hical outlook that 
have emancipated the slaves in the western world. This class 
of people tried and succeeded in doing away with the evils, the 
evils that existed in the then societies, and when such people are in 
our midst they will always fight against the existing evils in our 
society. The present society, tlie present jmlitical atmosphere, the 
present political coiistitiition, be it in India or be it (Oitside India, is 
nothing but the outcome of the philosophic outlook of the then thinkers. 
Even the British Constitution has not come all on a sudden. It has 
been created after long, long suffering of peoph* who were politically 
minded; it is out of their sufferings that the British Constitution has 
come \ip to its present stage. Similarls, it is out of the sufferings of 
Indians that the ]>resent c<mstitution. l»owever meagre. how(‘ver un- 
satisfactory it may be, has grown up in this country, as a result of the 
sacrifices made by this sort of young men who are not in any way 
inferior to us in education, in social status or wider outlook. But it 
is because of the tyranny of the .system under which we are living 
that these young men have to live their lives in the distant II ijli Jail 
or some other jail in such a piteous condition. I would draw the 
attention of the members of the Coalition Party for whoni I have some 
regard and confidence even to-da.\ to this state cd affair'^. Do they 
think that these political prisoners should be treat<‘d in this wh\ Y Do 
they think that their clothes and meals should be distributed in tins 
fashion? Do they tliink that they deserve this sort of treatment? 
Are not man> oi them your comrades, are not many of tht*m \our co- 
villagers, have not many of these people read with you, worked with 
you and thought with you? 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, even when y<»u compare the condition of 
prisoners, what do you find? How are they being treated by these 
ifnglishmen? I d(» not think tliat the^e pris<merH of w'ar in those 
countries are being treated so ruthlessly as our young men. They have 
got some claim on humanity. There are prisoners of war on both 
•sides, and I do not think that they are being treated like our political 
prisoners. Do you not consider that political prisoners are prisoners 
who do not deserve this sort of treatment? I would like to draw a 
^comparison as to how political prisoners were treated in the year 1935 
and how thfy are being treated to-day. Will the popular Ministry 
compare those days with the present days? Will the Ministry com- 
pare what was the standard of living in those days of the political 
prisoners and what is their standard of living in India to-day? The 

late Maulanas Mi^ammad Ali and Shaukat Ali were political prisoners 
* % 
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and I had the honour to pass many a day with them and we dreamt 
many a dream in those days, ^ad they been treated in this way, we 
would have resented this sort of treatment. There are many Muham> 
madans, Hindus, Christians and Europeans and Englishmen who are 
being treated in this way. It is a shameful act on the part of 
Government, and if Government have any sense left, they will rise 
up to the occasion and will at once take necessary steps to redress the 
grievances of the political prisoners and as my honourable friend 
Mr. Charu Chandra Roy has suggested, they will see that the political 
prisoners are put in a special class. 

Sir, we have got some other important issue to di.scuss to-day and 
so I do not want to take u]) any further time of the House. I know 
that no amount of appeal to the Minister in charge of the Home Depart- 
ment, particularly t(» Sir Hij(^y will be of any avail as he will not 
condescend to take any action whatsoever. Still we go on with our 
viewpoints, since we re])resent a class of people, we represent our 
constituencies, we re])resent a thought and an idea and a philosophy 
and as such knowing ver\ well that they will not take any steps we 
must not fail to give exj)ression to our views and opinions which, if 
they are not lieurd to-day. will surel> he iieard some other day. The 
Hou'ble Mr. Mullick may smile and ridicule me, but 1 assure him 
that the table will be turned one day and a day will come when there 
will be an end of the present ^tate of alfairs. If the table i^ really 
turned and if the Ministers are put into jails as Division 111 prisoners 
with two and half annas for their meals, what a fine exhibition will 
it bel^ What a fine state ot things will it he? Do not be very 
optimistic. The days are not going on very smootlily. The table will 
be turned one day, and there i> >et time to look into the matter in its 
real perspective. Kven if >ou esca])e, still you will be condemned in 
the eyes of the public. 

Maulvl M4. MOZAMMEL HUQ ; (Deputy Speaker) 

TTl, 

^v|l — i ft ^ 

ft ^tft ftFJCS^ ^ ^ I (A member from the Oppoeition : 

Ptni ^ ?) ^ (TTC® ^ ^ 

CW^?l ^4tft hunger strike — ^hunger strike 

^ cm ftift^ <nftfi?T, ^3 ^ I ^ mgitsr . 

cww ftsft ^ ^ 

cm ^4^ C? ftF ^«Rrfl C3CT pt 

1 (A member : m cm ^ l) < 1 , CCfCS 
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pFf , OfW ration (TTQTn ^ I ^ I: 

^8r5^:^irf. cror? ^ ft ftr^r ^ i ft*i "ttnr — 

ftk^” <ir«f ^fft?rt3 ft ^ I ^ ft^ C9iv ffrtv 

ftl W5:^lr^ C^ 'STT^ OTT ^ ft ft^ ^1 (A member; 

^ l) (71 ^ (71 'OT ^str® ?ft? 

MIO (71? ft? tPTIt^ ?? I (7!t W?7? ?^ (7T? ft ftr®^ 

ifT? I ^’l? ?5 5t^ ?t? ?(7TCf? ^fifC4FiS (TTt? fe? 

(?r*S?l ^ 1 ^t?iC?? ftl? (75^ ?^ fttT! b«it4 ?l — '^TS^I^tT^F 

’art? (7f? ftus ?r^ — ^t??7T (75^5^?? ???‘5. S^ltOT ! ?rv ?Of 

ol^5(7T? ftfts ftc^ 51? I (Tftft ttc^ (75^5C?? ftft ^137^ "JiN? <rm I 

■St?^ ( ondiments ^r*f^ (7f*Tt ftUS 5T? I 'il'® 

C^ ?t^, S ????75? f 

^ T ^ t(7f? (7r?T? TO??^ dinner 51? I C’lt^tS, C?rtl, ^Ftft?!, 

C?t^,5^,?t^r?i’'^?^fV! ^3?1^^5'3?1 bt^ I (Amomtxir: 

=n^ (j 5t? l) ?tC^ ^?T3 bT^~^;tU5 ^P??*?t? ^iftr^ltw I 

?pvn ^ ft^T'Tf? ! 'ij^ (71 C5t?^ C?3?1 5T5^ '^ItT^ 5»t?- 

C^ (?1^ ?t(75 I ^^IW? C^ ?^^ TO (TO I 31 ?1 I Egyp- 

tian (otton?) fttfr? ^ ?^t?l ftftTO fITT ?T1 to fTO TO I TO 
?!TO TOf?^ 5T?1 ?tf?f ?tfTO ft?75 TO I ftf^ TOk? TO I 

?? ?T?n ?fTO CTOl (7P75 TOS vftTO ?1 I 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am Horry to interrupt you. But you are 
saying something which you ought not to jay in thiH Houje. 


Maulvi MA MOZAMMEL HUQ : Sir, ^*rfft ??ft C0IT? ?t8r?’'?tr*f? c? 

’^fft^t't Tot (TTQ?! TO^, 31 ?tf^ (7f 3?1 Sft3 I 3tC?? (TOI?^ at? 5 351 Sftj I 
3t(7r? TO? 3t? ^351 Sft3l 

3t?^ ^t?TO ^TO? ?^?1 I ?TW^tft'TO “Stato**man'’ 3 

“'TOft?” (7f3?l 5? I ?tftf 3t5tUf? TOl? I 

Friend of- India 3 Nationals t Paper ?finn “Statesman” 
?y? 1 (7T Nationalismvil ?l tTOiTT Nationalist Paper 

^ t 5 t C*f? (TTS?! ®ft3 I TOF TOT ulw4'flR’>IC4 ??W, 3t3!,?t$*l? 

^tft?t? CTOC?? (7f3?l Sft3 I detenueOf? wm ?tW|3n 

(TlC^frj 3 5P5.TO Cb ^ ^ 53 I 

3t?3 3l?r3? defence 4? «RT Wlft^ ?^?td S^PlTf 

3pr3 ciM ?tftF ^ ?Ffinn 6PPt >4 to? rtroof i #tcwi? 
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^ ’T^, dinner 

^ ^ fiRI, (TT 1 

^t(pm ?r®t^ ^«FftU5 ^ ^ ^ ^ I 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Again you are saying something which 
you were asked not to say. 

Mauivi Md. MOZAMMEL HUQ : ^r 5 tn ^ 

We.stniin8ter Abbey ^ ^ (7ft<f^1% 

wrtt*t ^ ^ tft^ ^ ^ ’tstt 

15 ^^ ^ ^ ^ ^lEi^cqi, ’m ^ 

( 7 Ff%?: 3 R 'J 3 ^n 4 =TOT 

( 7 T f%f% ^ ^Ttk^ ‘i)^* wHI^cqi, 

af gfrt^ ^sCTBTOT ^ ^ 

I ghigif'-a ’‘RTO ^ ^’S^, 

^ Cl^ ^ fro 

5Tt5t*n ^ ^^ 1 , Westminster Abbey ^r’T 511 5^. 

^1 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : It is difficult to follow what you are 
driving at. Please speak on the point at i-isue. 

Mauivi Md. MOZAMMEL HUQ ; ^ I ^ 

CWU\ ? 1 % 5 Pf I Defence of India ArtVtan ’TSTttpft- 

fir'JCT arrest ^ fTOTU^ I C^ TOTt^JT 

^ 5 t 5 ¥ C^ I t 5 t^ (M ^r*FT? ^ Wt?fT c.« 11 <Pt 4 

^ ^ I ( 7 T^ ^ R 5 i ^ I 'jfWir 

5^U51I^, <71 ^TTstWIOTI oQtS ^ (7f^ <7^3^ 

trti:«f V< 1 ^’ < 7 T? ?pFH 5 RT? ^ftft 'il? 

tpft^ I 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 20 minutes.) 

(After a^jourtuneut.) 

Mr. 8 ANT 08 H KUMAR BA 8 U: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I had no desire 
to take part in this debate had I not been concerned with the matter 
now before the House at an earlier stage of the controversy. The 
House is well aware that the Security prisoners in the different jails 
in Calcutta and near about Calcutta had resorted tq hunger-strike in 
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November last as a protest against their grievances for which they had 
asked foi^ redress but had failed to receive any sympathy at the hands 
of the Government. At that time the hunger-strike continued from 
day to day. The outlook was extremely gloomy. Government was 
questioned time after time as to the steps they proposed to take for 
the purpose of easing the situation. The situation became so grave 
that some members of the Assembly headed by the Leader of the 
Opposition had to intervene and an interview was sought with 
the Hon’ble the Home Minister, Khwaja Sir Nazinuiddin. That 
interview took place on the night of the 18th December last. In 
consequence of that interview a certain letter was drafted with the 
approval of Sir Nazimuddin. I am making this statement as there is 
nothing secret about it, and those steps that were taken for the purpose 
of bringing the hunger-strike to a speedy termination were md ot a 
secret nature. Sir, on tlic ISth December last, a communi(iue dated 
the 17th December was published on behalf of (iov(‘rnment in whieli 
reference was made to this interview and to a letter which was addresstMl 
by the honourable the Leader of the Opposition. Mr. (’ham Chandra 
Roy and myself to one ot our colleagues Mr. Lratul Chandra (ianguly 
and to Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose, both of whom had just then been 
released on the suspensi(m of their detention. In that lettiu* they were 
requested to intervene in the matter, hecauise in (*onsoi|Uenc»‘ ot the 
interview with the Ilon’hle the Home .Minister we lelt convim'cd that 
the matter would be taken up by him in a sMnj)atlief ic spirit as so»m 
as the strike was railed oft. 1 make no apolog> for i)lacing thui 
communi(iUe in e.vtvnso before the House as it ioiind i)laee in tlie 
morning j^apers of the 18th December last. Says the communiijm* : 

“As a re.sult of the communications releaM‘d below which were 
handed over In Mr. Charu (’handra Roy, in person to the 

Superintendents of the I‘residency. Alipore (’entral and Hijli Si)ecial 
Jails, all the Security prisoners in these jails who had been on hunger- 
strike have discontinued hunger-strike this morning. Tliirty-one 
terrorist prisoners in the Alipore Central Jail who hud gone on hunger- 
strike since yeasterda,\ in Minpalhy v\ith the hunger-striking Secuiity 
prisoners have also discontinued hunger-*'trike this morning. 

The letters which were quoted in the communiijue w’cre these: — 

“C.^LCrTTA, 

Dated December 14th ^ 1040. 

Mv dear Subhas Babu and Pratul Babu, 

• 

• We have gone into the question of the hunger-strike in the different 
jails which is causing us grave anxiety. e have also considered the 
grievances put forward by the prisoners concerned and have discussed 
them with you in great detail. 
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We have had the advantage of a long interview with the Hon^ble 
the Home Minister and feel confident that be will himself go^ into the 
matter in a sympathetic spiritfas soon as the hunger-strike is called 
off. 

Under the circumstances we should suggest that the strike should 
be immediately brought to an end. We also request you to join us 
in conveying similar suggestion to the prisoners in jails.” 

This letter was signed by Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, myself and 
Mr. Charu Chandra Boy. Thereupon the following letter was w’ritten 
by Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose and Mr. Pratul Cdiandra (rauguly to 
the prisoners (‘oncerned which also forms part of the (iovernment 
communi([ue. 

”To Comrades on hunger-strike in tlie Presidency, Alip«)re Central 
and Hijli Special Jails. 

Dear friends, 

We are enclosing herewith a cojry oi a lettei we have received from 
Sjs. Sarat Cliandra Ih^se. Santosh Kumar Basil and t’liani Chandra 
Boy. Alter considering eveivthing wt‘ wcuild reijiiest \ou to terminate 
your fast. 

wanted vt‘r\ much to send a comnnui tiienil to convi'v our 
reiiuest ptu'sonally to \ou but we have innui intormed h\ (Tovernnu'nt 
that they cannot allow it umler the existing rules. In tlucsc cir(‘um- 
stances, please treat tliis letttU' as a recpiest convcytMl in person and 
terminate the fast.” 

This letter was signed by Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose and Mr. Pratul 
Chandra (ianguly. It has been distinctly stated in the (‘ommuniiiue 
that us a result of the communication released below which was carried 
by Mr. Charu Chandra Bo,\ himself t(» the different jails the prisoners 
had abandoned their hunger-strike. 

Now, Sir, tile very basis of these negotiations wa.s that as soon as 
the hunger-8trikt‘ would be called off' (Tovernment w’ould seriously take 
up the question of revising the rules in connection with the treatment 
and the diet and the other amenities which were being afforded and 
offered to these prisoners in jails. I must tell the House that in 
pursuance of tjiis arrangement we had another interview with the 
Hon’ble Khw'aja Sir Nazimuddin in the Secretariat on the 2nd of 
January, 1941. Now* Sir Nazimuddin again, I must admit, went into 
the whole question in great detail ; and certain matters were discussed 
and certain decisions were arrived at in the presence of the official 
concerned. AVe were expecting that some definite result would ensue 
in consequence of these negotiations and as a result of the understand- 
ing on which the hunger-strike was called off — very fortunately 
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called off. But unfortunately nothings yet has been done for the 
purpose of promuljfatinp and publishing any rules that might have 
since been amended. 

Sir, on an earlier occasion when the matter came before the House 
in connection with an adjournment motion I appealed to the Hon‘ble 
the Home Minister to consider the whole question of revision of the 
Jail Code with retereuf'e to Securit.v prisoners in a spirit of sympathy 
and imagination. The Hon’ble the Home Minister complained in the 
course of his reply that 1 ought to have known that these rules had 
been promulgated and puhlishe<l in the otiicial (jazette. I at oiu'e 
felt that Sir Nazimuddin was labouring umler some sort ot misa))pre- 
hension because the^e rules luol not yet found the light (d (ht‘ (1a> . It 
must be admitted that the ver\ next day Sir Xazimuddin imnh* aniends 
by sending me a lettiu- of apology for the err(meous statement he 
had made in his reply by telling me that I had omitted to noti<a* the 
rules as j)ul)lished in the tiazette Sir Nazimuddin admitted that the 
rules had been tianied hut tln*> had not betui published in tin* (Jazette. 
Tliat (’(U'rection \\a> aKo madt* in the l*re>s tjie m*\t da\. Vnfoi- 

tunately. although en the 'Jnd daiiuarx ue ♦li'-eu^sed tlie matter with 
legat’d to the tn^atment and the jtmenitiis of the Seem it \ pii^jooos and 
aUhough a definite as-uraner wa'« give/j tt) us that i*t)e(>t would lx given 
t(j the alterations wliich th<*\ j)ro]»os(*d to make in the Set uiilv pri*'(Uiers 
luh's, u]) till now no smh rules have seen the light of the <hi\ and I 
do not know what change'^, it an\, have Ix'en made it) I lie'll* ruh*s. 
Sir. thi> is a ver> serious matter. It is untoitunate that m\ honotir- 
able triend Sir Nazimuddin is not present here (o-rtight and I cjinnot 
addless my (juestion dir(‘ctlv to him. Ilon ble Sir Hijo\ Prasad Singh 
Roy has taken up this portfolio as a tempoiar\ rneastire. Kvam so, tin* 
matter is so serif)us and insistent that it could not brook any ftirtlier 
delay. The time had come ft) make good the ]rromise wliich was held 
out to the Security pri.soners through ourselves. Our intercNt in this 
matter, to-day, is not to safeguard our own irosition. Wb* had taken up 
that attitude in having the hunger-strike recalled and witlnlrawn on 
the strength of a promise which had been made to u.s. That promise 
sfill remains unfulfilled. We on our part had i>roceede)l on the footing 
that we had ample justification in relying upon the word which hud 
been given to us at that moment; but unfortunately, Sir, Security 
• Prisoners Rules have either Veu not amended or those amendments 
have not yet received publieati»)n in the official gazette or anywhere 
else. 

*‘Now', Sir, it may be said that although not published these rules 
are being given effect to and the Security prisoners are having full 
benefit of the change.s. I may, however, inform the Hon’ble Minister 
who is in charge of the portfolio that I have received information from 
the relations of i^me prisoners that their condition is just as bad in 
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material respects as they used to be formerly. Sir, a different report 
may be placed before the H^se by the Hon’ble Minister. The 
question is which of these reports is to be believed. The Hon’ble 
Minister would draw his report from his subordinate officials and I 
would draw my reports from the relations of the Security prisoners. 
Under these circumstances it is extremely difficult for us sitting in this 
Assembly to find out which report is correct. On the other hand, if 
these Security Prisoners Rules as amended are published, everybody 
would know how the matter stands. These rules must form part of the 
Jail Code. The Jail Code is a publication which everybody can find 
for himself and reference can be made to it whenever occasion arises. 
But if this amendment to the Jail Code on this important point has not 
been embodied yet in any printed publication, I do not think it lies in 
mouth of Government to say “We are giving effect to those rules 
although they have not been published at all.” 

Sir, I am anxious that the situation which arose some month> ago 
and which had taxed the ingenuity not only of official con(‘erned but 
also of non-officials who are interested in the matter should not recur 
again. 1 am anxious that these prisoner^ who were persuaded to give 
up a suicidal course on a certain .statement, on a certain representation 
made to them and certain hopes jield out to them slnuild not be made 
to feel that they were the victims of a hoax emanating from high 
quarters. That is absolutely im])ortant from the i)oint oi view of 
carrying on the administration in jails, and 1 am afraid if they take 
that view it would not 1 h‘ without justification. We have not 
certaiuls done everything that was exjiected oi us in consequence of 
those negotiations. I wcmhl. therefore, submit to \ou, Sir, that the 
ITon’ble Minister who is in charge of the portfolio of Home Department 
now ought to make his positit)n perfectlx (dear. In this connection I 
may also inform him that the Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin assured 
Mr. Sarut Chandra Bose that he would decide the matter by the Gth of 
January, 1941. I myself was present on the occasion when this 
intimation was given to Mr. Bose b> Sir Nazimuddin, and he also 
assured Mr. Bose that “he was sure that his decision would satisfy us’* 
— to quote his own words. As I have already stated, an interview 
followed these neg(»tiations on the 2nd of January in the Secretariat in 
Sir Nuziniuddin’s office, but unfortunately since then nothing has been 
done. These promise.s have not fructified, and I think, Sir, we are, 
left exactly in the same position as we were in prior to the hunger- 
strike. I am ca.sting no reflection upon Sir Nazimuddin. He may be a 
victim of circumstances. He may have been a victim of advice which he 
could not control. But as public men who have to answer to the public' 
for our public acts we are entitled to demand of the Government a reply 
to thi» quw^ion as to why the assurances contained in this communique 
on ttjf basis of negotiations to which we were parties have not yet been 
given effect to, especially in the matter of the i)ublication of the 
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Securitji* Prisoners Rules which are said to have been amended. I 
submit, Sir, that in the interest of smooth administration in the jails, 
and in 'view of the necessity of proper amenities being offered and 
afforded to the Security prisoners. Government ought to make a state- 
ment on the floor of this House to-day as to what steps they have taken, 
•what steps they propose to take and in what way they have amended 
the Security Prisoners Rules and when they are going to publish them. 
After all they must remember that these prisoners are not convicted 
persons. They have been deprived of their liberty without any trial, 
without any charge, and they are entitled to exjiec t of the Government 
such treatment as should be offered to them as free citizens whose 
freedom has been taken away from them without any trial, without any 
charge, without any justification being made public so far as they are 
concerned. I would, therefore, request the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad 
Singh Roy to intimate to the House what action, if any, has been taken 
in respect of this matter, and if not taken yet, when they propose to 
do so. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Mr. Speaker, 
Sir. I have listened with very great intere-'t to the i)oints raised by my 
esteemed friend Mr. Santosh Kumar Basil. 

First of all, Sir. let me assure him that (iovcrnmenl stands by the 
as.surance, if any, given to him and to his colleagues by the llon’ble 
Sir Nazimuddin. In tact. he. in pursuance of the promise made, 
examined the (juestion in detail ami ‘.<‘ttle<l the princijile. As a matter 
(d fact, with respect to certain piunts draft rule.s have been framed and 
with respect to others, for instance, about giving permission to Security 
prisoners to read and sit for examinati(»ns and about giving permission 
to Security ])risoner.s to communicate with tlu‘ l>cgislature, these rules 
have already bt*en joihlished, and I believe that a very near and dear 
relation of Mr. Cham Chandra Roy has availed himself of the rules 
regarding examination. tMr. Chahc Ciiwdra Rov : \es.) 

As regards the other rules, the matter i.s .still under examination, 
?ud as they involve serious financial (piestions it is difficult for Govern- 
ment to publish the rules without detailed considerution and without 
realising the financial implications of the proposals. But 1 can again 
as.sure my. honourable friend that (iovernment do stand committed to 
the promise, if any, made by Sir Nazimuddin, (Mr. SasaNKa SEKHAfi 
Sanyai.: Why if any?) and the matter will be treated in a sympathetic 
spirit a.s he had promised. But, Sir, it would require a little time. I 
(Jo not like to raise any unnecessary hope in the matter, because it 
requires detailed consideration with due regard to the financial aspect 
of the question 


Mr. 8ARAT •CHAN ORA BOSE: Has not that been done as yet? 
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The Hofi*ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir. It 
had not yet been completed, ^le delay is unfortunate, I admit, but 
it is being done. 

In this connection, Sir, I would like to mention one word about 
the calling off of the hunger-strike. I understand that there was no. 
undertaking on the part of Government that they would give effect 
to the rules if the hunger-strike was called oft'. In fact, Sir Nazim- 
uddin never agreed to put the.se two things together, and any 
assurance he might have given was quite independent of the calling 
off of the hunger-strike by the prisoners. 

Sir, I will now turn to the resolution itself. The original resolu- 
tion moved on behalf of Mr. Pratiil Chandra (ianguly proposes that 
all prisoners, either under the Defence of India Rules or under the 
Indian Penal Code, should be placed in Class J. To this Mr. Surendra 
Nath Biswas has moved an amendment. He not only includes 
prisoners convicted but also thos^' who are under trial both under the 
Indian Penal Code and under the Defence of India Rules. Sir, thi.s 
is no new proposal Ind’ore the Bengal Legislature. As some of my 
honourable friends may remember, this matter has cropped up in the 
liegislature from time to time and 1 think in the early days of the 
non-co-operation movement, this was one of the problems which 
Government had to tackle. Sir, the Government in this country 
have never accepted that the motive of crime should ever form the 
criterion for the classification of pri.soners. In fact, the Jail Code 
clearly lays down that the classification of ]>risoners should be done 
on the status of the j)risoner, on his education, on the standard of 
living, to which he is accu.stomed while outside jail, and that principle 
is still being followed. I do know. Sir, that there is a considerable 
volume of public opinion in this country that has always urged that 
Government should accept the motive of crime as the criterion for the 
classification of jirisoners. In this connection, Mr. Atul Chandra 
Sen Inferred to the English law and read out certain passages from 
“The Modern English Prison” by L. W. Fox, Assistant Commissioner 
and Inspector of Prisons and Secretary of the Prison Commission. 
These are the lines be quoted: “The First Division, it should be 
noted, is reserved for a strictly limited class of prisoners, and mainly 
for those for whom First Division treatment is prescribed by statute, 
e.g., persons convicted of .seditious libel”. Now, I only wish that he 
had quoted a few line.s which follow and I would, with your permission, 
like to place ^ those lines before the House. They run as follows : 
“It may be inferred that the Division is now used only for w’hat aH 
sometimes called political offenders, but neither the Legislature nor 
the Ji|4i<'ature of the country (that is, Great Britain) has shown any 
disposition to distinguish political offences as such and in the result 
there are few years which see the reception of more than one of these 
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prisoners*’. So, that is more or less a dead letter and the Legislature 
or the Judicature of the country do not in practice encourage such 
classification on motive basis. That is the point which I wanted to 
make out 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: How many prosecutions are 
there in England like tliish' 

The Hon*ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: As I was just 
submitting there has bt»en a considerable volume of puldic opinion in 
this country tliat has constantly urged that classification should be on 
the basis of the motive of crime. There is another ground on which 
this suggestion lias been urged, namely, that the so-called political 
prisoners are accustomed to a higher standard of living. They are 
generally |>ersoii.H of education and culture. So, they should be placed 
in a special category while in prison so that they might not be 
inconvenienced in any wa\ . I may submit that Government find it 
extremel\ difficult to change their policy ami to acct‘pt the sugges- 
tion of the jiersons who urge this point of view and one of the grounds 
on which Government are disinclined to accept the suggestion is that 
once you decide to classify prisoners on the basis of the motive of 
crime, it difficult to ]»ut a limit anywhere. Now, for instance, there 
may be jier.sons who might con.siiler that a particular set of ])eo})le 
holding a particular set cd pcditical opinion are traitors to the 
country and that the> .should he extirjiated. As for examjile, there 
are the two groujis of jmlitical people ludding extreme views, namely, 
Anusliilan Samity people and the Jugantar people. Suppose members 
of one .Samity take it into their head that the members of the opposite 
camp are not friends of the country but that they are really standiiig 
in the wa> of the liberation of the <*ountry and in the was of the 
attainment of the country’s fnM^dom influenced by that feeling they 
take some action against the ojiposite party which would constitute a 
crime, would m> friends o]»posite suggest that such persons should 
be placed in u special category as political pri.scmers. Or take for 
instance* 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: (hi a point of order. Sir. Is not 
•the Hon’ble Minister .speaking on liypothetical questions!' 

Mr. IIEPUTY SPEAKER: Naturally. 

• Tlw Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: There may be 
a higher feeling than patriotism, namely, religious feeling. Sir, I 
would refer my honourable friends to a very unfortunate incident that 
occurred in Calcutta a few years ago, namely, the College Street 
bookshop murdea. Some j^rsons came from Lahore absolutely 
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unknown to the victim and took away the life of that unfortunate 
man simply because he hap^fened to be the publisher of a book in 
which certain portraits had appeared. Now, according to the 
assailants, they were actuated by the highest of motives, namely, they 
were actuated by a religious feeling. They were actuated by a feel- 
ing which according to them at least had the sanction of their 
religion and was approved of by their religion, and they committed 
one of the most heinous crime, most cold-blooded murder, most 
premeditated murder. Would my friends surest that these criminals 
should Iw* ])laced in a special category because their motive was very 
good or laudable? So, ihese are the difficulties which Government 
are faced with and naturally they are reluctant to change their policy 
which they have been pursuing in this country since the beginning of 
the British rule in India. 

Sir, my friend Mr. Charu Chandra Roy referred to certain 
grievances of individuals. First of all, my submission is that those 
grievances should not have been mentioned in connection with this 
debate because they are individual cases. Government are prepared to 
look into them if specific instances are brought to their notice 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: I did not mention any individual 
case. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: I have mentioned individual 
cases. 

The Hon’ble Sir BNOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir, 
Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas mentioned certain individual cases. Those 
cases Goveriiuient are prej)ared to enquire into in order to satisfy him 
as to why Government could not accept the recommendations of the 
trying magistrates; but I hope they will not l>e urged in connection 
with the present debate. 

These are the grounds, Sir, which stand in the way of Government’s 
accepting the resolution or the amendment, and I hope my honourable 
friends will appreciate the difficulties 1 have pointed out. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: I shall only say a few words, Sir, 
in reply to what the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy has said. 
The Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad has referred to Fox’s book. If he had 
taken care to just go through that book a little more carefully than 
he seems to have done, he would have seen that since the days ‘of 
Jeremy Bentham improvements have been made in the British prison 
system which leave very little to complain about. There, Sir, though 
the question of prison improvement has been thrashed out by commis- 
sion after commission , political prisoners have not 'been prominently 
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dealt with, because in the English prison system prisoners are treated 
humanely ; only their liberty is taken away ; only some restraint is put 
on them; above that, they are treated in a most humane way. There- 
fore, the question of according preferential treatment to political 
prisoners has not taken any shape in that country as it has done here. 
Sir Bijoy Prasad has mentioned that I have quoted from Mr. Fox, but 
he has carefully avoided mentioning another book, the Encyclopaedia of 
British Laws from which also I quoted, and there 1 have made it 
perfectly clear that motive must be taken into consideration in making 
the classification of political prisoners. Sir Bijoy Prasad says that the 
according of a preferential treatment to political prisoners has not been 
accepted as a principle in this country. MayT point out to Sir Bijoy 
Prasad that the Hoirble Sir Alexander Muddiman, perhaps in the year 
1921, in reply to a question of Mr. C. S. Ranga Ayer made it distinct- 
ly clear that preferential treatment was accorded to political 
prisoners in Bengal. Therefore it does not lie in the mouth of the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Pr.jsad to say that that principle has not been 
accepted. Lastly, Sir, Sir Bijoy Prasad has cited the commission of 
a murder by a man from political or religious motive and luis asked, 
do you think he deserves preferential treatment. 1 submit the ques- 
tion is very delicate indeed. But does Sir Bijoy Prasad remember 
the speech made b\ Sir Reginald Maxwell only the other du\ when he 
said that the (lovernment of India accord special treatment to the 
prisoners of war. Those murderers, those aggressors, tbojw' looters, 
tho.se invaders, those enemies of humanity, as they call tliem, have 
been accorded siH'cial treatment. Sir Bijoy Prasad may read the 
Statesman of the Gth Febiuary from which he will learn that every 
Italian prisoner of war, who is a higii c»ttic«*r in the army, get» 
Rs. 800 per month, and eveiy prisoner of war, who is a lieutenant, 
gets Rs. 300 per month 

Mr. A. F. STARK: t hi a j>oint of order, isir. Is the bonourablo 
member relevant in referring to the allowance of the piisuners of warP 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: He is relevant. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN : Thank you. Sir. 

Now Sir Reginald Maxwell, a man much bigger than Sir Bijoy 
Prasad, is prepared to accord better treatment to prisoners of war, but 
Sir Bijoy Prasad is not prepared to accord preferential treatment to 
people who from the highest of motives may have been misled to com- 
mit .murdeis. Surely it cannot be said that they were led to commit 
murders to satisfy their personal greed. I am not going into thia 
matter in detail; I only say that Government are looking at thU 
question from a wrong perspective. It does not matter whether there 
are precedents *in qther countries or not. I have made it perfectly 
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clear, Sir, in my speech that in this countrj^ we are living' under a 
foreign domination and therefofe we feel justified and called upon by 
all legitimate means to overthrow this system of Government, and if 
in the course of their activities our young men ever commit acts of 
indiscretion, certainly that must not be the ground for depriving them 
of what the British laws provide for such prisoners in England. 

Before I conclude, Sir, I may inform you that I accept the amend- 
ment of my honourable friend, Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas. 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that Resolution No. 4 
do take tlie following form, namely: — 

“This Assembly is of opinion that all prisoners in Bengal Jails, 
whether detained or convicled under the Defence of India Rules or kept 
under trial or convicted for oftences against the State under the Indian 
Penal (ode he placed in Division I or that a new s])ecial division similar 
to Division I be created for them and that rules be framed in resi)ect 
of their ration, interviews, letter-writing, supply of books and news- 
pa])ers and other reasonable amenities”, 

was then put and a divisi(m taken with the tollowing lesult : — 


AYES -42. 


AM«i WikM. Mavlv.. 

AIM HmmIn ••rkar, Miulvi. 

Akui rkil. Mr. Ml. 

AkiMi Kkti, Mr. 

AiimiMMiii Akm«l, Mr. 

••Rtrji, Mr. latfi ertya. 
tarina, taka Pramkart. 

•aiN, Mr. lantaak Kamar. 

•Iivta, Mr. lartnlra Natk. 

•kM, Mr. larat Okaalra. 
Akaalkari. Aai Hartaira Natk. 
Dm, Mr. Moaaiakan. 

Mai Nairta. taka Khaiaaira Natk. 
Mai tapta. trQat Naraaira Natk. 
Mattatapta. Mtn Mira. 

Oatta MaaaaMar, Mr. Nlkartaia. 
•kaai, Mr. Atat Krlikaa. 
MtaiaMla Akaiitf, Mr. 
tapta, Mr. 4. N. 

Naiaa AH Oktaikary, Mr. tyal. 
JalaiaMla Maikaaiy, Mr. lyaa. 


4taak All Majamdar, Maalvi. 

Kkan, Mr. Dikindra Lall. 

Kamar, Mr. Atal Okandra. 

Kaada, Mr. Niikitka Natk. 

Maadal, Mr. Amrlta Lai. 

Maadal, Mr. KHifcaa Praiad. 
Maairanamaa iNamakadi. Maataaa Md. 
Naikir, Mr. Nim Okaadra. 

Naatktr All, Mr. lyad. 

Pain, Mr. tarada Praiaaaa. 

Pramaalk, Mr. Tarlaiekaran. 

Ray, Mr. Okara Okaadra. 

Ray, Mr. Maamatka Natk. 
laayal, Mr. tauaka Sikkar. 
larkar, Mr. NaHal Raa)aa . 
laa, Mr. Atat Okaadra. 

•kakadall, Mr. 

•kamiaddia Akmid, Mr. M. 

Ilagka, taka Kikatra Natk. 

WaHar Rakmaa, MaalvL 
Zamaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


IMM Attai, Maalaaa M. 

Akdal Mata. Mr. Mina. 

AMat Hail, Mr. Mia. 

AMM Hakim, MaaNL / 

Ak4al HaUm Vtkramparl, Maalvt Md. 
AkiM HamW.Mf. A M. 


NOES— 70. 

AkOar Raikaid, Maalvi Md 
Akiar Ravi, Kkaa kaklk Maalal t. 
Akdar Raatak, MaatvL 
AMn tkakaad. Maalvi Ml. 

Akmad Haaala, Mr. 

AmtaaRML Kkaa taMk MaalvL 
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AslMT AH. Mtalfi 
HainMfilt Mr. tfti. 

•MhMtr^ MIM P. i. 

•irkafTt. UrNMrf, tart 
DM. Mr.'AaakM OIUMMi. 

DM. tai taMb HirH thnaa. 

EMar. Mr. UEiairaaatA 
Fprllat taa# KfeaaaM, 

Fallal Nbe, tbt Mr. A. K. 

Faaal Qaailr, Klaa DaluMlar Maalfi. 

FaHar RabaMa, Mr. (Oaaca). 

Fatfar Rabaua, Mr. (Mymtaiiaih). 

RaaiM. Mr. t. A. 

HaaMaMla Ahnai, Kbaa tahib. 

Hlilaa ManbM. Mn.. M.t.C. 

Nataaatty iaaatfar, Kbaa labib Miaivi. 
NaaUagi, Mr. R. J. 

Hiaary, Mr. OavM. 

HiFwaM. Mr. Rfftri. 
larit AbaM Mia. Mautvi. 
jaaaMla Abmatf, Kbaa labaiar Maalvi. 
KablraMln Kbaa, Kbaa tabalar Maalvi 
Kana All Miria, labibiala Kaaaa Jab tyM. 
KvnaMf, Mr. I. R. 

MeQraftr, Mr. R. R. 

Maaaa, Mr. Rirat Cbaatfra. 

MaalM, Mr. Jafat Gbaaira. 

MabaaaaG Ail, Kbaa labadar. 

Maalam All Maliab, Maalvi M. 

Mataaaial Ha|, Maalvi Md. 


M aba aaad Alaat, Kbaa tabatar Maalvi lyad. 
Mabaaaad laraR. MaaM. 

Mabaaaad ilidiM Kbaa Rabadar Dr. tyad. 
MaWtk. Iba Maa'Mt Mr. Makaada iabary. 

Manitk. Mr FaRa Dabarf. 

MMbarrat Naaaala, tba Naa*Ma Rawab, Kbaa 
Rabadar. 

MaHafawMl Haaaa. Mr. lyad. 

Raady, Iba Naa*Ma Mabarala Irtaabaadra.alOaaaiM* 

Haaaraiah, Raaabiada K. 

Raikat, Iba Haa’Ma Mr. FraMaaa Dab. 

Ray, Mr. Dbaaaajay. 

Ray, Mr. Faliraai. 
ladaraddia Abaiad, Mr. 
lababa-Aian, Mr. lyad. 
laHai, Mr. I. A. 

•artlai lilaai, Mr. 
thababaddla. Mr. Kbva)a, O.R.I. 

Ilaalair, Mr. d. F. 
iirdar, iaba Utta Maada. 

Saiilh, Mr. N. Rrabaat 
•paliar, M. d. N. 

•lark. Mr. A. F. 

•tavaa, Mr. d. W. R. 

•abravaidy, tba Naa'bia Mr. N. t. 

Tamliuddin Kbaa. Iba Naa'bia Mr. 

Walhar, Mr. d. R. 

Wbilabaad. Mr. R. I. 

Vaaiaf Mina. 


The Aye-i lieiii^ 4v and the Noe> 7(i, the inotinn was lo.^t. 

The motion ot Mr. Atul ( hand? a Sen that this A'^semhly is of 
opinion that all the persons convicted in Bengal under the Defence of 
India Rules and the Indian Penal ('tale f(ir oftences aKainst the State 
he placed in Division 1 in Jails, was then put and lost. 


Report of the Committee of Privileges. 

Mr. M. A8HRAF ALI (Deputy Speaker); sir, I hej/ to move that 
the re]M»rt of the Committee ot Privileges of the Beiiffal Le^nslative 
A^.semhly tor P)4tl-41 on the i|iiestion of privilejres of memhers of the 
Assembly regarding'’ their arrest and detent ioi> he taken into 
con.sideration. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to 
mate the amendment that stands in my name, n»mely, that the recom- 
mendations of the Committee of Privileges a.s reported on the 2l8t 
J^ovember, lR4b, be accepted and that immediate arrangements be made 
by the (government for securing and facilitating the attendance of those 
members of the Assembly who are now in detention and imprisonment. 
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Sir, while rising to move my amendment and trying to draw the 
attention of the House, I franWy confess that I am overwhelmed with 
a sense of responsibility that the importance of the question raises. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is one thing which I would like to know, 
namely, whether it is the desire of the House that this resolution should' 
be finished to-day, because there will be hardly any time to do so and 
after yesterday’s late sitting I am not feeling well. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, let us carry on for 
sometime and then the resolution will be carried over to the next non- 
official day. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: In that case I would ask the indulgence of the 
House to leave the House early to-day. 

(At this stage Mr. Speaker left and Mr. Deputy Speaker took the 
chair. ) 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, 
tlip (|ue.s1ion of impiisonment and detention is not a very new thing 
in this ])rovince, nor in this unfortunate country ot ours. As has been 
described on previou.s occasions from dift'erent platforms, our country 
is a vast prison house and the helplessness of our country is reflected 
very pathetically when we find that many of the chosen leaders of this 
country have been in prison from time to time. 

Sir, I will not dilate upon this question by introducing matter wliich 
is not very pertinent or relevant to the question before us. On previous 
occasions, ever since the inauguration of the present reforms, ever since 
the present Legislature came into existence, this question has been 
brought on the floor of the Hou.se on many occasions and the question 
of jirivileges of the members of the House in the shape that we have 
focussed it today has been brought times without number. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, it is a matter of pride for this House that 
you were the sponser and author of a Bill which was drafted in tne 
year I would beg leave of the House to draw the attention of 

the members to the very salubrious provisions which were incorporated 
ill section 8 of that draft Bill of yours. Section 8 of that Bill says: 
“If Mr. Speaker on information received as provided for in section 7 of 
this Act or otherwise is of opinion and if he thinks necessary after 
consulting tlie wishes of the Assembly that the presence of a member 
who has been arrested, detained, convicted or imprisoned is essential 
for the purpose of the proceedings of the Assembly or any committee 
Ihereof, Mr. Speaker shall inform the Provincial Government accord- 
ingly, and the Provincial Government shall take necessary steps forth- 
with to bring such member on such escort as they may consider 
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necessary, or in such other manner as they may deem necessary before 
Mr. Speaker and such member may attend such meeting of the Assembly 
or any Committee thereof as the case may be on such day or days as 
tUay be required by Mr. Speaker, provided that the Provincial Govern- 
ment may take such .steps as they may consider fit for the custody of 
the member during the time the presence of such member is not neces- 
sary in the Assembly or the Committee thereof.*' 

Sir, this question lias been before the legislature for a pretty long 
time and to-day the importance of this question is all the greater, in 
view of the fact that a large number of members of this House — it does 
not matter that they belong to the Opposition — have been clapped 
within prison bars. It is not a personal question with the prisoners or 
the detenus themselves; nor is it a parl\ ijiiesiinn sn far as we are con- 
cerned. It is a (juestioii in which the larger and bigger rights of the 
public whom they represent are involveil, for b\ the removal into the 
prison house of members — it is not merely a restriction of the (ivil 
liberties of particular members: it is not merely a personal handicap 
that is placed on them — liy the removal into the prison house of lhe«.e 
members of the Assemh]> , so many constituencies having various 
interests are left unrejiresented. So, Sir, the (jiiestioii has to he looked 
at from that larger and wider point of view. Here various repres(*nla- 
tives have come. They are the chosen representatives and the 
accredited servants of the society which have sent them ami the legis- 
lators make a very large demand uy>on the jnildic (*.\che(|uer and this 
exchequer is filled by the life-blood of the poor ultimate rate-payers of 
our province. These rate-jiayer.s have sent their representatives to this 
House not because (d the prestige, not because of tlie glamour, that has 
been bestowed upon the memhers themselves hut because the ultimate 
electors want to have their vidces heard here. Thev want to luive their 
minds understood so that the (iovernment may he infiuenced, may be 
persuaded, to look to the interests of constituencies whose size is so 
vast. It may be .said, as was said in reply to a question by Mr. Pratul 
Chandra (languly—Sir Bijoy Pro.sad Singh Roy himself answered I 
believe — that this question of privilege doe.s not occur in the House of 
Commons itself. Sir, that is no argument. There is a great <leal of 
difference between the House of Commons and this House of Com- 
, moners here as w’as indicated by an interjection by our Leader, inter- 
jected while Sir Bijoy was on his leg**. How many such prosecutions 
occur k» England? In a free country, political prosecutions are rare 
even if they exist. In a free country political convictions are not beard 
o^." In a free country chosen representatives of the House are not 
clappied within prison bars on account of opinions they may Iiappen to 
entertain and, as I am reminded by my friend Rai Harendra Nath 
Chaudhuri, there is no powerful Intelligence Branch Department in the 
free country froiy which precedents have been sought to be quoted. 
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But here what is the position? We are here carrying on inteminable 
discussions over big and small affairs. But then the political* liberty is 
in bondage and it is tied to the^ieels and wheels of a foreign power and 
the foreign domination is still so complete in this province and in this 
country that they will allow liberty of discussion only within a narrow 
sphere and as soon as the discussion transgresses beyond a certain 
scheduled limit, even the best amongst us, the most powerful among 
us, the most courageous among us, the most service-rendering among 
us, is bound to pay the penalty of the law. Mr. Deputy Speaker, let 
us not go by the bad precedents. Even if they are g(H>d precedents, 
those precedents .‘Should not be made applicable to us. I want fo 
approach this question not in a party spirit. I want to approach this 
question in a spirit of humility and in a sense of seriousness of the 
issues involved. 1 would feel extremely grateful if my friends, the 
members of the (oalition Party, also do not approach this (juestion 
merely from a party point of view. I would also make a rare appeal 
to the Ministers themselves not to look at this question as merely a 
question whi<‘h is being trumped U]) by the Op])osition. After all 
to-day we are in the (>])position by virtue of the party (lovernment. 
To-morrow it may he that mans of the best elements of the Coalition 
Paity may also he in the Opposition. The Ilon'hle Mr. A. K. Fazlul 
Hu(j, the lion and tiger of Bengal to-day, wa'^ aKo in the Opposition 
at one time and the lion and tiger, (iod \\illing, it really he tries to 
get out of the morass of his own mental degradation, ma\ also come 
into his former self with his toimer ideas. Sir, 1 am not speaking all 
these things in a mood of hope or ex])ectation, hut I am simply illuslral- 
ing the coiitingeneies. There are other Nounger sections of the 
Coalition Party who have got their own ideas and those ideas are not 
necessarily in full consoiiunce with the ideas of the Ministers diem- 
.selves. For example, when the memhers of the Coalition Ihirty meet, 
who does not know that on a very vital question some members differ 
from the rest although at the time of voting here by virtue of the 
discipline cast upon them for the sake of party solidarity they vote 
together. But when matters come in the Coalition Party, well, certain 
groups differ from certain other groups. These differences however uo 
not make them liable to any imprisonment. These differences do not 
make them liable to forfeit their rights for deliberating and discussing 
either in the Party meetings or on the floor of this House, Sir, the 
Opposition also here exists in the same category. We do not see eye 
to eye with the Government in many respects, but none-the-less.we are 
here by virtue/of the creed of our position. We are trying to serve the 
country and the constituency according to our own lights and to 
best of our ability. To-day probably we cannot persuade the Govern- 
ment to accept our views but all the same we are a part and parcel of 
this legislature. AVe are a part and parcel of the ideas ventilated and 
focussed by the Government themselves. So, Sir, tlye question should 
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be approached from that point of view. The general election in coming. 
In that general election many of my friends of the Coalition Party pro- 
bably may have to line up with the Opposition that will be constituted 
at that time and if on account of differences of opinion even if they 
have to go to jail or to be placed under detention w'e must make history 
here by making up our minds on this question ami by making it clear 
that, so far as this question is concerned, all legislators must be given 
equal facilities for performing their duties on the floor of this House. 
You will find that the denial of facilities to those members who are 
now* l)ehind prison bars i.N not merely affecting their own position, not 
merely affecting the jKwition of their constituencies which they are 
representing, but also it is certainly affecting the tone and <|uality of 
the debate in the House itself. It is a well-known principle of demo- 
cracy that a Government cannot really tone iqi unless the Gpposition 
is strong, unless the Opposition is souml, unless the Op]M»sition is keen. 
You see. Sir, many of the stalwarts of the Opposition have now been 
juit hehiml |)rison hars. Kven assuming that the\ <-tmhl not help being 
within the clutches ot the law~-e\en though It is a lawless law -1 am 
not going into the (|m*siion as to whelhei tin* law has liemi projau’ or 
the law has iieen sound- -eNen assuming tliat they luive to pa\ the 
penalty of the law. I submit, Sir, that p<‘nalties should not la* so whole- 
sale as to de])rivo them of the right, the privilege, the dut\ and the 
(ddigation of coming into this Chamher so that thev cati lodj) the pro- 
ceedings of the Ilou-'e with theii wistiom. with their intellect and with 
their vtiice and mind, Sir, 1 will not illu''liale, hut sima* m.\ frieml 

Mr. Mozammel fluq some time back in lonnection with a previou.s 

debate was referring to Dr. .Nalinakslia Sanval everybody knows Dr. 
Yalinaksha Sanya), Mr. Dhirendra Nath J)nt(a and llabu Narendrii 
Narayan ( hakravarfy. TIie\ mav have differed from the ojiiniouM of 
many members of the Coalition Party, but they are as much the com- 
rades of the members of the Coalition Ihirty as (hey are of ours and 

who wdll deny that the ab.sence of enlivening figures from the House 
has certainly brought about a dullness in the whole tenor of tin* pro- 
ceedings of the House, So, let us all combine ami let us at least eome 
tdgether in one respect, namely, the bringing of the introduction 
of facilities for the presence and attendance of members here. 

In this matter, as I have submitted, I am not only fortified by the 
'provisions in the Bill which you yourself have provided. I am still 
more fortified by the unanimous decision of the Committee of Privileges 
which met on the 19tb September last and submitted their report ou 
•the 12th November last. On the same occasion special motions were 
tabled by my friend Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas and my humble self 
and certain short notice questions were given notice of by Mr. Santosh 
Kumar Basu. These questions were referred to the Committee of 
Privileges on wnicb all sections of this House were represented, and the 
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Committee of Privileges with a full sense of responsibility and serious* 
ness of the matter have submitted their report which has come* probably 
within the knowledge of most ^f the members of this House. The 
Privilege Committee recommended — 

( 1 ) That immediate steps be taken by Government to pass the 
Bengal Legislative Assembly Powers and Privileges Bill, 1939, already 
introduced in the Assembly on the 12th July, 1939, by the Hon’ble 
Deputy Speaker into Law. 

(2) That pending such legislation the following conventions be 
adopted, viz. — 

(i) If any member of the Assembly is arrested, detained, con* 
victed or imprisoned on any criminal charge or otherwise, 
information of such arrest, detention, conviction or impri- 
sonment together with the charges against such member 
shall forthwith be sent to Mr. Speaker by person or persons 
under whose authority or order the arrest, detention, con- 
viction or imprisonment is effected. 

(it) If Mr. 8i)eaker on information received as above or otherwise 
is of opinion and if he thinks necessary after consulting 
the wishes of the Assembly that the presence of a member 
who has been arrested, detained, convicted or imprisoned is 
essential for the purpose of the proceedings of the Assembly 

A or any Committee thereof, Mr. Speaker shall inform the 

Provincial Government accordingly, etc. 

Sir, it is unfortunate that the Bill that you drafted has not come 
up before the House. It is still more unfortunate that Government has 
given notice of a Bill which has been circulated among the members. 
It is distressing to find that that Bill which the Hon'ble the Home 
Minister has sponsored deals w'ith privileges other than the privileges 
of the members. It deals to a certain extent with the privileges of 
the Speaker, it deals with the' privileges of the Ministers, it 
deals with the privileges of tlie* clerks of the Assembly 
Department also, but unfortunately it does not specifically deal with 
the privileges of the members ofjthe House. Sir, though the Bill is, a 
misnomer, I would appeal to you and through you, Sir, to the members 
of the Coalition Party that the interest of the Government will not 
suffer in the least if these members are allowed to come to the House. 
Sir, ample safeguards have been provided in the report of the Com-* 
mittee — ample safeguards as were indicated in your own BJll. Let 
them come unftr restriction. They may come even under guard. They 
may, while functioning as the members of this House, even be l^epfr 
in the custody of the Home Department. But let us at least go so far 
-as to have them inside the House, able to participate in the debates of 
the Assembly which concern their constituency and the larger interest 
•of the public. 
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I wdold make one more appeal through you» Sir, to the honourable 
membeip of the Coalition Party before I finish. Sir, you have made 
ihe task of this party easier by moving a resolution which stands in 
your name and which you moved some time back. It is not a reaolu- 
tion of a member of the House, it is practically the Speaker's resolu* 
tion, and I hope, in view of the seriousness of the matter, in view 
of the solemnity of the matter, in view of the importance of the whole 
question, all parties through their representatives in the Committee of 
Privileges agreed to the recommendation. Sir, the recommendation of 
the Committee of Privileges is a recommendation of all the parties in 
this House. Let us jail stand together by the recommeiMlations of the 
Committee of Privileges. Let us for once at least in the history of 
this Assembly jointly embark upon creating a convention which will 
not only be helpful to the province and consistent with the require- 
ments of the public outside but will also be a landmark in the history 
of constitutional development of this unfortunate and dependent 
oountry. 

Mr. 8ATYA PRIYA BANERJI: Sir, I beg to move, by way of 
amendment, that the unanimous report of the Committee of Privileges 
which was placed before the House on the 19th September, 1940, be 
accepted ; and that immediate arrangements be made for the attendance 
of those members of the Assembly who are either in detention or under- 
going a term of imprisonment. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, we have in the last four years discussed 
many an important question. We have discussed many important 
problems, but I think you will agree with me when I say that the 
question of to-day is the most important, because it deals with the 
privileges of our colleagues of this House; it deals with the privileges 
that will contribute to the dignity of the House to which we are all 
proud to belong. The members who are absent, and of whose delibera- 
tions we have been deprived, are the ornaments of this House. We 
miss to-day the torrential eloquence of Sri jut Narendra Narayan 
§hakravarty; we miss to-day the interesting points of order which used 
to be raised by indomitable Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal which might some- 
times have created some disorder; we miss to-day also the legal acumen 
, of Srijut IJhirendra Hath Datta, and we miss also the contributions of 
the other members who are in detention. And, Sir, I think I shall be 
failing^ in my duty if I do not make a special mention of the 
emphatic utterances of one qf the best Bengali speakers of this 
* l^ouse, Srijut Bankim Chandra Mukherjea. Sir, the problema 
that * we havd been faced with to-day are not new. Many of na 
who are speaking here and standing before you may be the victimn 
of the Act which has tiken our friends away from our midst. We are 
aU here potential victims of the Defence of India Act, Let me, Sir, 
fead out before yon 'what that Act stands for. This Act is an Ack 
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to proride for special measures to ensure the public safety and interest 
and the defence of British India €nd for the control of certain offences, 
and the comedy of the whole thing is that you take away those persons, 
who are the best fitted for the defence of India. The Act further says 
the Central Government may, by notification, make such rules as appear 
to it to be necessary or expedient for securing the defence of British 
India, the public safety, the maintenance of public order or the efficient 
prosecution of war. May I, Sir, pause for a moment and say in what 
relation we really stand to the present war, a war in which we are only 
interested observers, a war in the prosecution of which we are not 
consulted . 

Mr* A« Fa STARK a On a point of order, Sir. Is the honourable 
member relevant P 

Mfa SATYA PRIYA BANERJI: Sir, I am happy that the 
representative of the European group has risen up on a point of order, 
because I think my remarks have gone home. However the matter 
is that we are not interested in this war. We are not for helping Nazi 
aggression,’ nor aiding British Imperialism. We are interested in this 
war if only out of this war is evolved a new order, an order in which 
there will be no exploitation of a man by a man, of a nation by a 
nation and of a class by a class. Let me quote from the speech of 
Mr. Churchill 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Banerji, will you please confine 
yourself to the motion ? 

Mr. SATYA PRIYA BANERill: Yes, Sir, that is what I am doing. 
These members are the victims of the Defence of India Act, and the 
Defence of India Act is concerned with the efficient prosecution of the 
war. Mr. Churchill, on the very first day he assumed the premiership 
of Great Britain, declared that the aim of this war is victory — victory, 
so that the British Empire may survive. (Cries of “Hear, hear’* 
from the European benches.) But we cannot forget that the survival 
of the British Empire is the perpetuation of India’s slavery. Slavery, 
Sir, India can have from anywhere; she can have it from France, she 
can have it from Germany, she can have it from Japan, but we want 
independence, /independence is our goal. If Mr. Churchill did the 
right thing to exhort the people of Great Britain to fight against 
aggression, Sir, the members that are clapped behind the prison bars, 
are all guilty of the same offence. They exhorted the people of this 
province to love their country so that the province and the country 
may be free from foreign domination and British Imperialism. (Cries 
* 0 { “Hear, hear” from the Oppoaitioa benches.) 
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Sir, 1 come to the main problem. The report, the unanimous 
report which has just been read out by my friend Mr. Sasanka Sekhar 
^ Sanyal, says : * Tending legislation the following conventions be 

adapted, namely, if Mr. Speaker on information received as above is 
of opinion and if he thinks necessary after consulting the wishes of 
the Assembly that the presence of a member who has been arrested, 
detained, convicted or imprisoned is essential for the purpose of the 
proceedings of the Assembly or any Committee thereof, Mr. Speaker 

shall inform the Provincial Government accordingly and so on 

•and so forth. Sir, may I not appeal to the members of the Ck)aliiion 
Party to consider that the presence of those members who have been 
snatched away from our midst by the cruel provisions of the 
Defence of India Act is necessary P Do not they also feel the 
pinch of their absence? Do not they feel the absence of that tone and 
temper of the debate and of the high level in which the debate was 
being carried on when they were here? If their presence a few months 
hack was not sufficient to crumble the British Empire into pieces, I 
think the British Empire will survive if they are brought to this 
House under proper escort and are allowed to take part in the delibera- 
tions. If, Sir, you feel that their presence is necessary, and I think I 
am echoing the sentiments of all of you present here when I say that 
their presence is necessary, I appeal to you in the name of all that 
stands for freedom and justice, in the name of all that is best in 
humanity, in the name of all that is good, beautiful and true to see that 
they are brought in this House, to see that the> take part in the deli- 
berations of the House, to see that they can give their wisdom to us 
and raise the dignity of this House. 

Sir, it has been said, or rather it was said yesterday, in reply to a 
question that the House of Commons knows no such privilege. I have 
yet got to know if the Committee of Privileges in the House of (kiinmons 
recommended such a thing and if the Government had the courage to 
go against the wishes of that Committee of Privileges. The unanimous 
report of the Committee of Privileges of this House if you flout, you 
•flout the whole House. Are not your representatives on the Committee 
of Privileges representing you all? If you insult those members by 
not getting this resolution passed, will it not be equally insulting to 
yourselves? I put to you this straight question and I ask of you a 
straight answer. 

Let me come nearer home. In Burma which was only the other 
•iay united with us, but thanks to the new reforms it has at last got 
rid of us, a bad company so far as this question is concerned, also a 
similar question arose. There also a resolution was brought in the 
House, it was passed and in pursuance of that resolution a member 
convicted was brought into the House and was permitted to take part 
*in the proceedibgs., I wq^ld ask the members to take note 6t this 
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fact. I would ask the Hi^n’bie Minister in charge to take a leaf out 
of the example of Burma "and alfow these unfortunate colleagues of 
ours to take part in the deliberations of this Assembly and give effect, 
to the recommendations, the unanimous recommendations of the 
Committee of Privileges which represents the whole House. 

With these few words, Sir, I move my motion. 

Adioummeiit 

The House was adjourned at 7-55 p.m. till 4-45 p.m. on Monday,, 
the 10th March, 1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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